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H E Bock of Pſalms is a collection of ſacied 


Hymns, moſt of which were compoſed by David; 


the Tweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael: Some of theſe are Pſalms 
of praiſe and adoration, which diſplay the Majeſty, 


Power, Goodneſs, and other Perfections of the ſupreme 


Being: Others are Songs of thankſgiving; bleſſing God 
for mercies vouchſafed, either to the Iſraelites in ge- 
neral, or to the Pſalmiſt in particular. Others are Pray- 
ers, in which the Author of them implores the mercy 


of God, the pardon of ſins, or deliverance from dangers 
and afflictions : Others are hiſtorical, improving the 


moſt conſiderable Events which befel the Iſraelitiſn 
Nation to the advantage of Piety and Virtue. Several 


of theſe Pſalms are likewiſe prophetical, preſenting us 
with predictions relating to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


the times of the Goſpel. Such is the pious Oftervald's 
account of the Book of Pſalms ; upon which he makes 
the following obſervation. From this view it is evident, 
that the reading and meditating on this divine Book 
may be attended with very great advantage; and there- 
fore, that it ought to be of general and common uſe 
among Chriſtians. „ he 

The obſervation of this learned man 1s very juſt. 
But it ought likewiſe to be obſerved, that before read- 


ing and meditating on. the book of Pſalms can be at» 


tended with any great advantage to the generality of 
Chriſtians, it muſt be judiciouſly tranſlated, and put 
into ſuch language as 18 level to their capacities. It 
would alſo be convenient, that each Pſalm ſhould have 
a ſhort ſummary of its contents prefixed, to lead them 


into the general deſign of it; and a few conciſe notes. 


added in the margin to explain the more difficult 


a 2 paſlages. 
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iv THE PREFACE 
paſſages. A work of this kind well executed would be 
of great advantage to Chriſtians, and an ornament to 
that Church into whoſe Liturgy it ſhould be received. 
What is here offered to the World is only an humble 
Eſſay towards ſuch a work; and the Author is ſo ſen- 
ſible of its imperfections, that he would rejoice to ſee 
it undertaken and executed by a more able hand. 

The Publick has already been preſented with a ſpeci- 
men of the following Verſion, in an Appendix to the 


Prayer of Habakkuk. In the tranſlation, the ſame plan 


has been purſued which was pointed out in the Preface 
to that Piece; that is, the Maſoretical Text has been 
examined, the ancient Verſions conſulted, the Hebrew 
Metre attended to, and every other Aid called in, which 
might enable me to give an eaſy and intelligible Ver- 
ſion of the Pſalms, and at the ſame time a faithful and 

exact one. 4:3 * 1 7 
Faithful and exact, I mean, with regard to the Senſe; 
for I have not adhered ſo ſtrictly to the Original, as al- 
ways to tranſlate the ſame Hebrew by the ſame Engliſh 
Word, or to give the Hebrew Idiom where the Engliſh 
Idiom is more intelligible. Nor have I been ſo ſcrupu- 
louſly exact, as not to ſubſtitute in a few places, the 
more reſtrained Senſe of a Word, or even the interpre- 
tation of it, for the more general Senſe. Thus, inſtead 
of My glory rejoiceth, Pſ. xvi. 8. My glory ſhall ſing praiſe, 
Pſ. xxx. 12. I have ſubſtituted, My tongue rejoiceth, My 
tongue ſhall fing praiſe. The Hebrews, no doubt, affixed 
a particular meaning to the word Giory when uſed in 
ſuch a connection : but what that was, the learned are 
not agreed. However, as the Tongue 1s the inſtrument 
with which we glorify God, and one of the diſtinguiſh- 
ing glories of the human Species, and the context makes 
it probable that they meant the Tongue; it is better to 
give this particular meaning in a Verſion deſigned for 
the unlearned as well as the learned, than to give the 
general word Glory, which to an Engliſh Ear muſt have 
a very 
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a very vague and uncertain meaning. Nor can this be 
reckoned unfaithful in the Tranſlator, ſo long as he 
giveth the general word in the margin, as the ſenſe of 
the Original. | 

The Hebrew Writers frequently vary the perſon and 
number in their poetical Scriptures : but as theſe ſud- 
den Tranſitions ſeem very abrupt and uncouth to an 
Engliſh Ear, I have not always thought it neceſſary to 
follow them. | | | | 

As oſt of the Pſalms were compoſed for the Taber- 
nacle or, Temple Service, we meet with Words in them 
which do not relate to the Senſe, but moſt probably 
to the Muſick, ſuch as selab and higgaion. Theſe are 
omitted, as entirely uſeleſs in an Engliſb Tranſlation. 

Before ſeveral of the Pſalms we find Directions to 
the chief Muſician, what Inſtruments were to accom- 
pany them in the Service of the Sanctuary, fuch as Ne- 
hiloth, Neginoth, Sheminith, Gittith, &c. But as the 
learned are not agreed what Inſtruments theſe were, I 
look upon ſuch words to be only an incumbrance to 
an Engliſh Verſion, and have therefore omitted them. 

This concluſion may perhaps be drawn from them, 
that the Titles in which theſe Inſtruments are menti- 
oned, if they were not prefixed by the Authors, are at 
leaſt as old as the Temple Service, or nearly ſo; for if 
the names of theſe Inſtruments were not prefixed to 
them then or ſoon after, they muſt have been forgotten, 
and could not have been mentioned at all. Now if theſe. 
Pſalms had Titles prefixed to them ſo early, it is pro- 
bable that the reſt had Titles as early. And if ſo, then 
the preſent mutilated condition of ſome of theſe Titles, 
and the omiſſion of others, is to be aſcribed to the neg- 
ligence of Tranſcribers; and it muſt be owned, that 
they bear evident marks of ſuch negligence. 

Some of the Pſalms are entitled mictam, and others 
maſchil, ſome are called m:izmor ſir, and others jir miz- 
mor ; theſe and ſeveral other words in the Titles are 

3 | omitted 


vi THE PREFACE. 
omitted in the tranſlation, becauſe they throw nd 
light upon the Pſalm; and indeed no ſatisfactory account 
can be given of them. 3 
As the Occaſions upon which the Pſalms were written 
are moſtly uncertain, I have not troubled the Reader 
with many conjectures about them; but, to lead him 
into the general meaning, I have prefixed contents to 
each of them, moſt of which are taken from the pious 
and learned Oſtervald, whoſe Arguments to the books 
and chapters of the old and riew Teſtament would do 
credit to any Tranflation. 
For the eaſe of the Reader J have divided each Pſalm 
into Paragraphs, which, if done with judgment, may 
prove of excellent uſe in directing the attention. And 
ſomething of this ſort is the more neceſſary in the 
Poetical Scriptures, becauſe the Tranſitions | Gene one 
Subject to another are not in all places eaſily to be 
traced. 
The Hebrew Verſe generally pauſes with the ſenſe: 
For this reaſon I have divided the Tranſlation accord- 
ing to the metre; giving a Line for a Verſe; as far as 
the different Idioms of the two Languages would per- 
mit. In ſome places this Diviſion, it muſt be owned, 
appears a little aukward ; but in others it exhibits, h- 
Verſion to more advantage, eſpecially in. the hiſtorical 
and alphabetical Pſalms. The Hebrew Metre likewiſe 
frequently ſuggeſts a different Diviſion of the Period, 
which I have tollowed in preference to the Maſoretical. 
The Alterations of the Text, which are allowed and 
received into this Verſion, were ſuggeſted by the pa- 
krallel Places, the ancient Verſions, the Hebrew Metre; 
the Context, the Connection, the Conſtruction, &c. 
and are ſupported by ſome or all of theſe: And more- 
over, have frequently the Sanction of a great name, 
moſtly that of the learned Prelate to whoſe Sagacity we 
owe the diſcovery of the Hebrew Metre. And it will 
be needleſs to make any Apology for the Corrections of 


% 


the 
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the printed Text, after that copious and elaborate one, 
which a Gentleman of diſtinguiſhed Abilities has laid 
before the Publick in two Diſſertations on this Subject. 

The Notes are pringipally intended to give an ac- 
count of theſe Alterations, ſo far as they affect the 
Tranſlation ; And they are drawn up in as conciſe a 
manner as pon that they might not croud the 
Page. For this reaſon I have not always given the 
Reader the literal Rendrings of the Hebrew, which he 
may find by turning to Le Clerc or any other Tranſla- 
tor who has added Notes to his Verſion. 

By way of Appendix I have added a Diſſertation on 
one of the moſt ancient pieces of Poetry now extant ; 
I mean, the laſt prophetick words of the Patriarch 
Noah to his three Sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet, by 
whoſe poſterity the whole Earth was peopled after the 
Deluge. This ſubject has indeed been anticipated and 
almoſt exhauſted by a learned Prelate in the FR of his 
excellent Diſſertations on Prophecy ; a Writer, one has 
little heart to follow, becauſe he ſeldom leaves any thing 
to be ſaid after him, And I might have ſpared myſelf 
the trouble of publiſhing this Diſſertation, had it not 
been thought neceſſary to offer ſome arguments in ſup- 
port of an Emendation of the Text of this Prophecy, 
which his Lordſhip has done me the honour to mention 
with approbation in his ſecond Edition. 
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PSALM I. 


Repreſenting the happineſs of thoſe who obſerve the law of the 
Lord, and the miſery of thoſe who tranſgreſs it, m 
I APPY is the man, who walketh 
Not in the counſel of the wicked, 
Nor ſtandeth in the way of ſinners, 
Nor ſitteth in the company of ſcorners ; 
2 But whoſe delight is in the law 
Of the LoRD, and who is meditating 


On his law, day and night 


3 He ſhall be like a tree planted 


By the water's ſide, which 


Yieldeth its fruit in its ſeaſon, 


And whoſe leaf withereth not : 
For whatſoever he doth ſhall proſper. 

4 It ſhall not be ſo with the wicked; but they ſhall be 
Like the chaff, which the wind driveth away, : 


The book of Pſalms.) The preſent 
book of pſalms was probably col- 
lected at five different times, and 
for this reaſon it conſiſts of five 
books. The firſt book contains 
forty one pſalms, and ſeems to 
conſiſt entirely of David's pſalms. 
At leaſt thirty- ſeven of them bear 
his name, and the other four have 
no other name prefixed to them to 
contradict it; and of theſe four, it 
appears that one of them, the 
ſecond pſalm, was certainly Da- 
vid's. — The firſt pſalm ſeems to 
have been placed at the head of 
_ book by way of preface to the 
reſt, 

Per. 3. He /hall be.) Some 
tranſlate the vau prefixed to this 


verb, and; others, for: but I think 


A 


it in this and numberleſs other 
places to be merely expletive, and 
therefore leave it untranſlated. 
To render it for is unneceſſary, if 
not improper, becauſe it is unuſual 
to introduce a ſimile with for. 
To render it and is in effect to own 
it to be an expletive; for what elſe 
is and in this connection but an 
expletive ? 

Per, 3. For whatſoever &c.) 
The original words may be tranſ- 
lated, And whatſoever it (the tree) 
produceth ſhall Proſper : but this 
was in effect faid before in theſe 
words, It yieldeth its fruit in its ſea- 
ſon, &c. It therefore ſeems to me 
more elegant to tranſlate them, as 


giving the reaſon of the compa- 
riſon. 


5 Therefore 


. DP f. L. 


Sr. 


2 THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 
5 Therefore the wicked ſhall not be acquitted in zudgment, 


Nor ſinners in the aſſembly of the righteous : | 
6 For the Lok approveth the way of the righteous z =— _ 
But the way of. the wicked ſhall come to nought. ö 


PSALM II. 

A Pſalm of David, 

In which he expreſſeth his confidence, that the attempts of kings and 
People to ſhake off his yoke would be in vain ; declareth to them 
the vill of Fehovah, who had anointed him king; and exborteth 
them to ſubmit to it, left they ſhould expoſe themſelves to his juſt 
vengeance. — This pſalm is alſo prophetical, and relateth to the 


kingdom of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
I HY do the nations conſpire together, 


And the 


people meditate a vain thing ? 


2 Why do the kings of the earth aſſemble, 


And the princes combine, 


Againſt the LoRD and againſt his Anointed ? 


3*Let us break off their bonds, hy 
And caſt away their yokes from us 


PER. 5. Shall not be acquitted) 
Heb. Shall not fland : which in its 
forenſick ſenſe means, Hall not 
be acquitted, or, ſhall be condemned. 
Where the ſenſe of the literal 
rendering is not obvious, the beſt 


way is to give the meaning of it 


in the tranſlation, and to place the 
literal rendering in the margin, 
This I have taken the liberty to 
do ; and if it was done in a pub- 
lick tranſlation, the Scriptures 
would be read with more pleaſure 
and profit. 

A P/alm-of David.) The title of 
this pſalm has been dropped in 
tranſcribing : but as it 1s _—_— 
ſaid to be David's, Acts iv. 25. 
have prefixed his name to it. 

PER. I & 2.) The hiſtory of the 


ſeveral princes and nations which - 


David reduced to his obedience 
may be read in 2 Sam. viii. & x. 
It is of theſe he ſpeaks, as con- 


ſpiring to, ſhake off his yoke and 
oppoſe his growing power. 
ER. 1. Confpire together ) ragaſ 
is uſed only three times in the he- 
brew Scripture .z and from conſi- 
dering the places where it occurs, 


1 am of opinion with the learned 


Dr. Taylor that it ſignifies, To join in 
doing a thing by mutual conſent, 1. In 
a friendly manner, Pſal. lv.14. 2. In 
a hoſtile manner, to conſpire together, 
as in this place and Pſal. Ixiv. 2. 
And this ſenſe beſt prepares us for 
what follows. 

PER. 2. Afjemble) This verb in 
Hithpael ſignifies, To preſent them- 


ſelves; and when uſed with the pre- 


poſition yal of ſeveral kings and 
their forces, To a//emble againſ?, as 
enemies and oppoſers. 

PER. 3. Totes Vabot properly ſig- 
nifies the ropes affixed to the yokes, 
by which the plow or burden was 
drawn along, See Job xxxix. 10. 
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4 He that dwelleth in heaven ſhall laugh them to ſcorn 
The Lord ſhall hold them in deriſion. | 
5 Then ſhall he ſpeak to them in his wrath, 
And confound them in his ſore diſpleaſure ; ſaying, 
6 J have nevertheleſs anointed my king 
»On Sion, my holy mountain. 
7 Twill publiſh the decree of the LoRD; 
He ſaid unto me, Thou art my ſon, 
This day have 1 begotten thee. 
8 Ask of me, and I will give hee 
The nations for thine inheritance, 
<And the remoteſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. 
9<Thou ſhalt break them with a ſcepter of iron ; 7 
Thou ſhalt daſh them in pieces like a potter's veſſel 
10 Now therefore, ye kings, conſider ; © 
Be inſtructed, ye judges of the earth, _ 


I1 Serve the LoRD with fear, 


And rejoice in him with trembling. 
12 Kiſs the ſon, leſt he be angry, 
And ye periſh in your attempt againſt him ; 
For his wrath will ſoon be kindled, | 
And then happy are they who make him their refuge. 


Pſal. cxxix. 4. But I chuſe with the 
LXX to render it yokes, becauſe it 
more eafily conveys the ſenſe of 
the pſalmiſt. It would be improper 
to tranſlate it chains, becauſe he is 
not ſpeaking of captive but of 7ri- 
butary princes, who wanted to 
ſhake off their yoke of ſubjection 
to David. 

PkR. 5. Conſound) This verb 
when uſed of military forces ſigni- 
fies, To throw into confuſion, to rout, 
See Pſal. xlviii. 5. And this is the 
proper ſenſe of it here; but, as the 
word confound ſuits the prophetical 
ſenſe of the pſalm as well as the 
hiſtorical, I have choſen that. 

PER. 7, Thou art my ſon) Kings 
and magiſtrates were dignified with 
the name of Gods and ſons of the 
mo High. See Exod, xxii. 28. 
Plal. Ixxxii. 1, 6. When therefore 


the Lord ſaid to David, Thou art 
my ſon, this day have I begotten thee, 
it was as much as to fay, This day 
1 have appointed thee king over my 
people Tſrael. Thus theſe words are 
true of David in the hj/or:cal ſenſe 
of the pſalm : but they are more 
eminently ſo of Jeſus the Meſſiah 


in the prophetical, who was inveſt- 


ed with the Royal Office, when 
he was raiſed from the dead, and 
exalted at God's right hand to be 
a Prince and a Saviour. Rom. i. 4. 
Acts, xiii. 33. 

PER. 12. Kiſs the ſon) To kiſs 
a perſon when appointed king was 
among the Eaſtern people an act 
of Homage. Thus Samuel, when 
he had anointed Saul king, &:/ſed 
him, that is, acknowledged him for 
his Sovereign, 1 Sam. x. I. 

Ibid. In your attempt) derec is 


A 2 uſually 


A. . 1 97- 


4 | 


* 
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PSALM III. 


A Pſalm of David. when he fled 
From his ſon Abſalom : 


In which he complaineth of the great number of his enemies; expreſſeth 
his reliance on the protection of the Almighty ; and imploreth his 


effiftance. 


I ORD! how are mine adverſaries increaſed ! 


How many are they that riſe up againſt me 
2 How many are they that ſay of me, bg 


There is no deliverance for him in his God!“ 


3 But thou, O Lok, art a ſhield around me; 
My glory, and the lifter up of my head. 


uſually rendered by the general 
word way: but if a tranſlator would 
have his Author to be underſtood, 
he muſt give the particular ſenſe of 
the word to which the context re- 
ſtrains it, which is here expedition. 
It is true, derec is no where render- 
ed ſo in the bible; and therefore, 
leſt the novelty of the word ſhould 
offend the reader I have ſubſtitut- 
ed for it the word attempt; but 
it ought to be tranſlated ſo in 
Judg iv. 9. The expedition-which thou 
makeſt ſhall not be for thy honour : and 
in 1 Sam. xv. 18. The Lord ſent thee 
on an expedition, ſaying, Go — fight 
againſt the Amalekites. See likewiſe 
Hoſ. x. 13. and Pf. xviii. 31. And 
n this meaning of the word, the 
hiſtorical ſenſe of the pſalm is con- 
ſiſtent throughout. In the 1* per. 
The nations enter into a conſpira- 
cy; in the 29, the kings aſſemble 
their forces to march againſt Da- 
vid, with deſign, in the 3d, to 
ſhake off his yoke: in the 40k, 5t, 
.6*, &c. they are threatened, that 


God will rout them and diſperſe 
their forces, but will eſtabliſh Da- 
vid's throne: in the 10", 11, 
and 12), they are adviſed to de- 
ſiſt from their enterprize, to ſub- 
mit to Jehovah, and to acknow- 
ledge David, leſt they ſhould pe- 
riſh in their intended expedition 
againſt him. — Bp. H. obſerves 
that a beth has been dropped be- 
fore derec, and a vau before are 
PzR,3. O Lord) Heb. O Je- 
havah. Lo xp is not a tranſlation 
of the word. Jehovah; and in my 
judgment it would be better to 
retain the word Fehovah through- 
out the Old Teſtament, eſpecially 
as the Hebrews have another word 
which is tranſlated Lord : But, as 
the Engliſh Reader is more uſed to 
the word Lok D, and it ſeems to 
be more peculiarly adapted to the 
language of Praiſe and Prayer, 
which 1s generally the language of 
the Pſalms, I have moſtly given the 
word LoRD, and where it fands for 


Jehova, have put it in Capitals. 


4 When 
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4 When I cry unto the LoRD with my voice, 
He anſwereth me from his holy mountain, 
5 Then I lay me down to reſt and ſleep ; 
And awake again, becauſe the LoRD ſupporteth me. 
6 J will not be afraid of the ten thoulands of people, 
Who are encamped againſt me on every ſide. 
Ariſe, O LORD; deliver me, O my God 
For thou art he who ſmiteſt all mine enemies on the cheek-bone, 
Thou breakeſt the teeth of the wicked. 
$ Deliverance is from the LoRD; 
May thy bleſſing be upon thy people ! 


PSALM IV. 


A Pſalm of David, 

Wherein he imploreth the aſſiſtance of God againſt his perſecutors , 
exhorteth them to acknowledge in their hearts his defignation to 
the throne. of Saul, and to deſiſt from their enterprizes againſt 
bim; and declareth that his ſole confidence was in God, in whoſe fa- 
vour he was more happy than worldly men in their greateſt affluence. 


I NSWER me, O God the protector of my innocence, 
now I call : 


Thou ſetteſt me at libertywhenl am in ſtraits, be gracious unto me, 
And give ear unto my prayer. 

2 How long, ye great men, will ye aſperſe my reputation? 
How long will ye love deluſion, and ſeek diſappointment? 

3 Acknowledge that the LORD hath marked out for himſelf the 
The LoRD will hear ne, now I call upon him. [merciful man: 


PER. 7. Thou art he who ſmiteſt) 
Where verbs may either be ren- 
dered in the perfect tenſe, as here, 
Thou haſt ſmitten, meaning, hitherto 
ſmitten; or in the preſent, Thou 
ſmiteft, meaning, Thou art wont to 
ſmite, or thou art he who ſmiteſt, 
I generally chuſe the latter. See 
Plat IV. I. 

PER. 1. O God the protector of 

innocence) Heb. O God of my 
righteouſneſs or innocence! This ex- 
preſſion is elliptical, and muſt be 
ſupplied as the ſenſe directs. When 
fully expreſſed it ſeems here to 
mean, O God the protector of my 
'njured innocence, who will one day 


A 3 


make my righteouſneſs as clear as the 
light. See Pf. xlii. 8, where the el- 
lipfis is differently ſupplied. _ 

PER. 2. How = will ye aſper/e 
my reputation) Heb. How long will 
ye turn my glory into ſhame. As 
Glory is here . oppoſed to ſhame, 
it muſt ſignify Reputation, as it 
does, Pſ. vii. 5,— The meaning is, 
How long, ye followers of Saul, will 
ye aſperſe my reputation, by 3 
ing me to be that bloody man, who, to 
come at the Throne, would cut off Saul 
and all his family? h 

PER. 3. Acknowledge &c.) Ac- 
knowledge in your hearts, that God 
hath, by his Prophet Samuel, ſelecielt 


from 
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4 Stand in awe, and fin not; 
Conſider of this in your hearts 
Upon your bed, and be quiet, 
5 Offer che facrifices of righteouſneſs, 
And rely upon the LokD. 
6 Many ſay, oh, that we may but ſee plenty 


But I — Do thou, O LoRD, look graciouſly upon us! 
Thou makeſt my heart more glad than 7heir*s is, 

Even at the time when their corn and wine are increaſed : 
8 I will both lay me down to reſt, and ſleep in peace 


For thou only, O LoRD, 


Canſt make me dwell in ſafety. 


PSALM v. 


A Pſalm of David, 

In which he prayeth that God would favour his cauſe, and diſcoun- 
tenance thoſe wicked men who perſecuted him; would deliver him 
from their ſnares, and puniſh them for their iniquity ;, that ſo He 
and all righteous men might be encouraged to praiſe God, and 


rely on his protection. 


1 IVE ear to my words, O LoRp; 
Attend to my complaint. 
2 Hearken to the voice of my cry, my King 
And my God; for unto thee do I pray. 


from his brethren, and anointed to the 
throne of Saul, not the bloody, but the 
merciful man; — David's Deſigna- 
tion to the throne was no ſecret in 
the days of Saul. It was known 
and acknowledged by Jonathan, 
and was the real occaſion of all 
Saul's jealouſy and perſecution of 
him. 

Pr. 4. Stand in awe, and fin 
not Though you have nothing to fear 
from me who am perſecuted and pow- 
erleſs; yet fand in awe of God's diſ- 
pleaſure, and fin not in oppoſing his 
„ 2 

TER. 4. Conſider this upon your 
bed) That is, when your * 44 are 
calm, your minds open to conviction, 
and the judgment you paſs upon this 
affair is known only to yourſelves and 


the all-ſeeing Gad. 

PE R. 6. Look graciouſly upon us) 
Heb. Lift up the hght of thy counte- 
nance upon us. But the Light of the 
countenance means no more than 
a gracious look of the countenance. 
Thus Prov. xvi. 15. In the light, or 
gracious look, of the King's counte- 


nance 1s - br — [n the ſecond line 
of this Period I have added, But 


I becauſe in this line the Pfal- 
miſt oppoſes himſelf to the many 
mentioned in the firſt line. 

PER. 7. At the time &c.) The 
time of harveſt and vintage was to 
the worldling a ſeaſon of the great- 
eſt joy and feſtivity: but this was 
not to be compared to the joy of 
David under the favour and pro- 


tection of his God. 
3 Early 
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3 Early in the morning do I addreſs and look up to thee z 


Early do thou, O 


ORD, hear my voice. 


For thou art not a God that delighteſt in wickedneſs ; 
Neither ſhall the injurious man dwell with the. 
5 Arrogant boaſters ſhall not preſent 


Themſelves before thy face; 


Thou hateſt all thoſe who practiſe idolatry. 


6 Thou deſtroyeſt thoſe who {| 


peak lies ; 


The LoRD abhorreth the bloody and deceitful man. 

7 But as for me, in the abundance of thy loving-kindneſs 
1 will come into thy houſe; and in the fear of thee 
I will proſtrate myſelf in thy holy temple. | 

8 Conduct me, O Lox, for thy righteouſneſs ſake ; | 
Make thy way plain before me, 


PER. 4. Thou art not a God, &c.) 

T hou art not like the Gods of the hea- 
then, who take pleaſure in the wick- 
edneſs of their yotaries. —It appears 
robable from David's contraſting 
the God of Iſrael to the pagan dei- 


ties, that the god of his enemies 


was a pagan deity, or in other 
words, that the enemies he here 
prays againſt were idolaters; and 
this is rendered more probable by 
what follows to per. 7. Now who 
could theſe be but Doeg and his 
followers ? I do not remember in- 
deed, that D is ſaid to have 
been a pagan. But he was an E- 
domite, that is, an idolater by na- 
tion; and who but an idolater 
would have imbrued his hands in 
the blood of the prieſts of the 
Lord? 

PER, 5. Arrogant boafters) The 
hebrew participle is uſed only three 
times. Here it ſignifies thoſe who 
arrogantly boaſted in their idols, 
and perhaps in their wickedneſs, as 
Doeg did, (See Pf. hi. 1.) and is 
equivalent to h who practiſe ido- 
latry in the next line. In Pſ. Ixxiii. 
and Ixxv. it ſignifies thoſe who in- 
ſolently boaſted, in contempt of 
Jehovah, of what their gods had 


＋ 


done for them in giving Judea in- 
to their hands, and inſulted the 
God of Iſrael, as not being able 
to take cognizance of their actions, 
or to deliver his people. In both 
theſe places it is equivalent to the 
wicked, See the inſolence of one of 
theſe boaſters in 2 Kin. xviii. 35. 

Ibid. ho practiſe idolatry) Heb. 
who work iniquity. But the learned 
Mr. Mudge obſerves, that- this 
phraſe throughout the pſalms cha- 
racterizes thoſe who practiſe idol 
ſuperſtitions ; whether they were 
pagan. idolaters, or thoſe who join- 
ed the worſhip of idols to that of 
the God of Iſrael; and how to 
convey this ſenſe to the Engliſh 
reader I could not tell, but by ren- 
dering it, as I have done. 

PE R. 6. Doeg and his follow- 
ers ſeem to be characterized in this 
period. Comp. Pſ. Iii. 

PER. 8. For thy righteouſneſs's 
ſake) As David's perſecution was 
not brought upon him by any 
wickedneſs he had committed, but 
by God's deſignation of him to the 
throne of Saul, He was obliged in 
juſtice to deliver him. Hence Da- 
vid entreateth him to do it for his 
righteouſneſs ſake, See Pſ. xxxi. 1. 


A4 exliii. 
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Becauſe of thoſe who watch my ſteps. 

9 For no faithfulneſs is in their mouth; | 
Their inward part is very wickedneſs : they ſpeak ſmoothly 
With their tongue, while their throat is an open ſepulchre. 

10 Paſs upon them, O God, a ſentence of condemnation ; 

Let them fall by their own counſels : 
For the multitude of their tranſgreſſions drive them out, 
Becauſe, O LoRD, they rebel againſt thee. 

11 Then ſhall all thoſe who make thee their refuge rejoice z 
They ſhall ever ſing aloud for joy. | 
When thou ſhalt protect them, then ſhall thoſe who love 
Thy name be exceeding joyful in thee : 

12 For thou, O LoRD, bleſſeſt the righteous man, 

And ſurroundeſt him with thy kindneſs as with a ſhield. 


PSALM VL 
A Pſalm of David, 


No, being brought by fickneſs almoſt to the gates of death, entreat- 


eth the Lord to diſappoint the expectation of his enemies by raiſing 
him up again. He prayeth with aſſurance that himſelf ſhall be 
heard, and his enemies confounded. PTE 


I EB UKE me not, O Lokp, in thine anger, 
Neither chaſtiſe me in thy wrath. | 
2 Be gracious unto me, O LoRD, for I am weak; 
Heal me, O LoRD, for my bones are troubled. 


3 My foul alſo is fore troubled : 


Yet, LoRD, how long wilt thou be diſplcaſed ? 
4 Return, O LoRD, and deliver my life ; 

Oh, ſave me for thy mercy's ſake. 
5 For in death is no remembrance of thee; 

And in the grave who can celebrate thee ? 


exliii. 1. where beth ſignifies for the 
fake of 

PER. 10. Drive them out) Caf? 
them out of thine inheritance, Thy 
holy land, O Lord, is not a fit habi- 
ration for idolatrous Edomites, who 
have murdered thy prieſts, and are 
now perſecuting thine anointed ſervant. 
David foretels the fate of Doeg 


Pſal. lii. 8. — Bp. H. ſupplies jah- 


vob in this period from the LXX 
to compleat the verſe. 

Ibid. Rebel againſt thee) God's 
deſignation of David to the throne 
of Saul was no ſecret: the perſecu- 
tion of David therefore on this ac- 
count was in effect rebellion againſt 


God, 
6 Iam 
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6 I am wearied out with my pans ; 
d 


All night long I make my 


to ſwim, 


And water my couch with my tears. 
7 Mine eyes are waſted away with vexation 
They are grown ſtiff with weeping, becauſe of all mine adver- 


8 Depart from me all ye who practiſe idolatry, 


[faries. 


For the LoRD heareth the voice of my weeping. 
9 The LoRD heareth my ſupplication; 
The LoRD receiveth my prayer. 
10 All. mine enemies ſhall be put to ſhame, 


And be utterly confounded ; 


They ſhall once more be put to ſhame in a moment, 


PSALM VIL 


A Pſalm of David which he ſung to Jehovah on being told the 
words ſpoken againſt bim by Cuſh the Benjamite. 


David calleth upon God to deliver him from his per ſecutors; pro- 
teſteth that he was innocent of the charge brought againſt him by 
Cuſb; and beggeth that God would take his cauſe into his hand 
and do him juſtice. He then aſſureth himſelf, that God will bear 
him, and turn the enterprizes of his enemies againſt bim to their 
own deſtruttion, thoſe of Cuſh eſpecially, if he perſiſted in bis 


wickedneſs. 


I O LoRD my God, I make thee 
My refuge; preſerve me 
And deliver me from thoſe that perſecute me. 
2 Leſt mine enemy ſeize me for his prey, like a lion, 
And tear me in pieces while there is none to deliver me. 
3 O LoRD my God, if I have done this thing, 
Or if the iniquity I am charged with be in my hands; 


PER. 8. 2 me &c.) 
Away with you, and your idolatrous 
inſinuations, as 1 the God of Iſrael 
could not deliver his ſervant. He hath 
heard his prayer, and will deliver him 
from death, and from your expectation 
of triumphing in his fall. 

PER. 2. Left mine enemy) mean- 
ing Cuſh the Benjamite. Saul was 
of the tribe of Benjamin, and uſed 
all his art and influence with that 


tribe to incenſe and excite them 
againſt David. See 1 Sam. xxii. 7,8. 

PER. 3. Or if the iniquity, &c.) 
The iniquity with which David 
was charged by Cuſh was probably 
a deſign to uſurp SauPs throne, or 
more probably to take away his 
life. Whatever was the crime, he 
here proteſts his innocence of it in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, 


4 If 
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4 If I have done evil to him that did evil to me, . 
Or have deſpoiled him that was mine adverſary without cauſe; 


5 Then let mine enemy purſue me and overtake 


me z 


Let him trample down my life on the ground, 
And lay my reputation in the duſt. 
6 Ariſe, O LoRD, in thine anger; lift up thyſelf 
Againſt the rage of mine adverſaries, and awake 
To paſs upon them the ſentence which thou haſt decreed : 
7 Then ſhall the aſſembly of the people come about thee ; 
For their ſake therefore return 20 thy tribunal on high. 
8 The LoRD will do juſtice to hᷣis people: 
Vindicate me, O LoRD, according to my righteouſneſs, 
And reward me according to my integrity. 
Let the injuſtice of the wicked come to an end; 
But do thou eſtabliſh the righteous, 


PER. 4. That did evil to me) 
Thus the LXX render the origi- 
nal words, reading meſallemi in 
piel, which likewiſe the* metre re- 
quires. And in this ſenſe the two 
words occur. Pſal. xxxv. 12. and 
xxxvili. 21. — So far was David 
from retaliating upon Saul injury 
for injury, that he ſpared his lite 
twice at the very time he was ſeek- 
ing to take away his own. 

ER. 4. Or have deſpoiled him) 
The ſubſtantive derived from this 
verb is uſed twice in this ſenſe, 
Jud. xiv.19. and 2 Sam. 11.21. And 
it ſeems more reaſonable to give 
the verb this ſenſe here, than to 
interrupt the aſſeveration by tranſ- 
lating it, yea, I have delivered. See 
Hammond and Le Clerc upon the 
place. David was ſo far from de- 
ſpoiling Saul, that when he had 
him in his power in the Cave and 
in the Camp, he at one time took 
only the hem of his garment, and 
at another only a cruſe of water 
and a ſpear which he returned; 


and theſe he took with no other 
deſign, than to give him the full- 


eſt conviction, that he was inno- 


cent of the charge which Cuſh and 
the reſt of his enemies brought 
againſt him. — After David had 
taken away the cruſe and ſpear he 


expoſtulated with Saul almoſt in 


the fame words which he uſes in 
per. 3d, N pereſore doth my Lord 
thus purſue his ſervant ® For what 
have I done? or what evil is in mine 
hand? 

PER. 8. Reward) The Chaldee 
ſupplies gemal, reward, before ya- 
lat, me; and the ſenſe, as well as 
the prepoſition Pa! with which this 
verb is conſtrued, (See Pſal. xiii. 6.) 
evidently ſnew that this word has 
been dropped in tranſcribing, 

PER. 9. The Rightecus ) The Sy- 
riac and Chaldee read Qaddikim, 
the righteous, in this line, in oppo- 
ſition to rejayim, the wicked, in the 
line above; and the Hebrew verſe 
which ends here requires the plu- 
ral termination, 


10 God, 


THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 11 


10 God, who trieth the heart and reins, 


Is righteous; God, who ſaveth f 
The upright in heart, is my ſhield. 
11 God vindicateth the righteous man; 


But with the wicked man God is 


every day. 


12 If he will not return, he will whet his ſword ; 
He will bend his bow, and level it at Him: 


13 He will prepare for him the inſtruments of death, 
arpen his arrows for thoſe who perſecute. 


And ſh 


14 Behold, he hath conceived — and is big 
With miſchief; but he ſhall bring forth diſappointment. 
15 He hath dug a pit and ſunk it deep ; 
But ſhall fall into the pit which he hath made. 
16 His miſchief ſhall return on his own head, 
And his violence fall on his own pate. 
17 Then will I celebrate the LoRD for his juſtice, 
And ſing praiſe to the name of the LoRD moſt high. 


PSALM VIII. 


A Pſalm of David, 


On the love of God to man, diſplayed, not only in his providential 
care of him at preſent, but in his having created him at firſt in 
bis own image, and given bim dominion over the reſt of bis 


creation. | 


I Jehovah our Lord, how glorious 
O Is thy name over all the earth 


PER. 10. Who tricth) The LXX, 
Syriac, and Arabic omit the van 
before hohen, which is plainly re- 
dundant both in ſenſe and metre 
— Bp. Hare has reſtored: elohim 
&244:k to their proper places. 

PER. 11. Vith the wicked man) 
Our Tranſlators have judiciouſly 
ſupplied rajay, the witked man, from 


the Chaldèe. The context ſhews 
that it has been omi by the 
tranſcribers. | 

PER. 14.) In the e of 


this period the two Hebrew verbs 
ſeem to have changed place. Per- 
haps the verſe ſhould be read, hin- 
neh harah on, vaijehabbel — The 
ſame has happened Pſal. xc. 6. In 
the tranſlation I have reſtored them 
to their proper places. — Cuſh is 
not mentioned by the Pſalmiſt, but 
is evidently the perſon pointed at 
in this period, 

PR R. 1.) The Hebrew Metre 
frequently introduces a different 
diviſion of the period, The nom 

* 
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2 Thou who haſt diſplayed thy glory in the heavens, 
Haſt, on account of thine adverſaries, laid a foundation of 


In the mouth of babes and ſucklings, 


ſtrength 


To put to ſilence the enemy and avenger. 
3 When I look on the heavens, the work 
Of thy fingers, and on the moon 


And the ſtars which thou haſt placed there, I 


out, 


4 LoRD !, what is man, that thou ſhouldſt be mindful of him? 
And the ſon of man, that thou ſhouldſt regard him? 

5 Yet at his creation thou placedſt him but a little below the angels, 
And crownedſt him with glory and majeſty. 

6 Thou gaveſt him dominion over the work of thy hands, 
And didſt put all things in ſubjection under his feet; 


will acknowledge the juſtneſs of 
the diviſion in this period, if he 
compares it with the laſt, and like- 
wiſe obſerves with what propriety 
the following words begin the ſe- 
cond period. 

PER. 2. Thou who diſplaye/t thy 
glory in the heavens) Heb. Thou who 
befloweſt thy glory upon the heavens, 
or, in other words, 2000 giveſt to 
the heavens their glory. Compare 
Num. xxvii. 20. and 1 Chron, xxix. 
25. It is true, God diſplayeth his 
glory above the heavens; but this 
1s neither the ſenſe, nor to the 

urpoſe of the pſalmiſt. He is 
Io vol of what 1s viſible, as it fol- 
lows in the next period, When I 
loo upon the heavens, and fee thy 
glory diſplayed there. The mean- 
ing of this period is, The glory 
which thou imparteſt to the heavens ſo 
clearly manifeſts thy power and majeſ- 
ty, that the weakeſt of thy ſervants, 
even babes in knowledge, are enabled 
to point them out to the confuſion of 
thine adverſaries. — The critical 
Reader will, I am perſuaded, agree 
with me in reading beth before pi 
inſtead of mem, when he recollects 
how often theſe two letters have 
been miſtaken for each other by 
the tranſcribers, and how much 


better ſenſe it is in all languages to 
ſay, Thou haſt laid a foundation in, 
than Thou haft laid a foundation out 
of the mouth, | 

PER. 3. and 4. The meaning of 
theſe two periods is, Men, on the 


one hand, 1 ſurvey the glorious bodies 


in the heavens, and compare them with 
man, I am induced to think degrading- 
ly of him, and to wonder why he ſhould 
be the object of thy care. 

PER. 5, 6, &c.) The ſenſe is, 
When, on the other hand, I conſider 
the rank of Being in which thou at firſt 
placedſt man, making him but a little 
below the Angels, I correct myſelf for 
having made too degrading a compari- 
fon of him, and adore thee fon thy 
providential care of him at preſent, 


and for the dignity to which thou didit 


advance him, when thou madeſt him 
the Head of the viſible creation. 

PER. 5. Placed/t below) If in 
Prov. xiv. 24 we read this Hebrew 
verb in piel inſtead of W H, which 
is only changing a daleth into a reſb, 
that is, one ſimilar letter into ano- 
ther; it will make good ſenſe, and 
the LXX vill vouch for the truth 
of the emendation. The words 
_ then be rendered, 

ighteouſneſs exalteth a nation ; 
But ſin degradeth a people. 


7 Flocks 
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7 Flocks and droves of all kinds, 
And alſo the wild beaſts of the field, 
$ The fowls of the air and the fiſh of the ſea, 
And whatſoever moveth through the paths of the waters. 
g O Jehovah our Lord, how glorious 


Is thy name over all the earth! 


PSALM IX. 
A Pſalm of David, 
Being a thankſgiving for a ſignal victory obtained over a neighbour- 
ing nation; in which he praiſeth the Lord for the power, wiſdom, 


and juſtice he had manifeſted in the deliverance of his people, and 
in the deſtruttion of their enemies. | 


1 Will _ thee, O LoRD, with my whole heart; 


I wi 


recount .all thy wonderful warks. 


2 ] will be glad and rejoice in thee, 

I will fing praiſe unto thy name, O thou moſt High, 
3 Becauſe mine enemies are put to flight ; 

They are fallen and periſhed at thy preſence. 


4 For thou haſt pl] wa je ri 


ght and my cauſe ; 


Thou ſatteſt on zhy tribunal judging — . 


5 Thou haſt rebuked the nations, and de 


y | 
royed the wicked ; 


Thou haſt blotted out their name for ever and ever. 
6 The deſolations of the enemy are ceaſed for ever; 


Thou haſt deſtroyed their cities; 


with them. 


PER. 7. Flocks and droves) Tame 
beaſts in the former line of this pe- 
nod are evidently oppoſed to wild 
in the latter. To include therefore 
tame beaſts of all kinds, IJ render the 
arſt word flocks, which compre- 
bends goats as well as ſheep, and 
the laſt droves, which comprehends 
all the reſt ſuch as horſes, camels, 
dxen, &c, which the word herds 
does not, — See Deut. xxvill. 26. 
KXXI1, 24. 1 Sam. XVII. 44. Iſai. xviii. 
d. where behemot ſignifies wild 
beaſts, as the oppolition requires 
it ſhould here. 


their memory 1s periſhed 


PE R. 8. And whatſoever)  vecol 
ſeems to have been dropped here 
by the tranſcribers, 

PER. 6. The deſolations of the ene- 
my are ceaſed for ever) 'The enemy 
being vanquiſhed and deſtroyed can 
no more lay waſte the country of 
the Iſraelites. — The poſition of 
the Hebrew words may ſeem to re- 
quire another tranſlation. But if 
the Hebraiſt will turn to Pſal. xviii. 
41. he will find words in the ſame 
poſition as theſe, tranſlated in the 
very ſame manner. 


7 But 


14 


8 That he may judge the world 
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But the LoRD ſhall reign for evermore; 
He hath ſer up his tribunal for judg 


2 
ment, 
in righteouſneſs, 


And adminiſter juſtice to the people with equity. 
9 The LoRD will be a refuge for the oppreſſed, 


A refuge in the very time of 


10 And thoſe who profeſs thy name ſhall rely on thee, 


trouble. 


Becauſe thou never forſakeſt them, O Lok p, who ſeek thee. 


Sing praiſe unto the LoRD 
Publi 


14 That I may publiſh all thy 


And rejoice in thy ſalvation. 
15 


17 Thus the wicked ſhall be turn 


And all the nations that forget God. 
ys be forgotten, 
treſſed for ever come to nought, 


18 For the needy ſhall not alway 
Nor the expectation of the dit 
19 Ariſe, O LoRD, let not man 
Let the nations be judged in 


PER. 7. Shall reign) Heb. ſhall fit, 
that is, on his throne, or, in other 
words, /hall reign. Comp. Pal. 
xxix. 10. Iv. 19. 

PER. 10. Profeſs thy name) This 
verb ſignifies, to know, to own, to 
acknowledge, and, when uſed with 
the name of God, to make profeſſion of. 
Comp. Pſal. xci. 14. 

PER. 11. Ibo duelleth in Sion) 
It is plain from theſe words, that 
this pſalm was not compoſed by 
David till he had removed the Ark 
to mount Sion, and for that reaſon 
could not be written upon his vic- 


The nations are ſunk down in the pit which they made, 
Their foot is taken in the net which they laid privately. 
16 TheLoRDis made known by the judgment he hathexecuted; 
The wicked is enſnared in the work of his own hands, 


who dwelleth in Sion, 


among the nations his glorious deeds. 
12 For he that enquireth after bloodſhed remembereth it, 
And forgetteth not the cry of the diſtreſſed, when he ſaith, 
13 Be gracious unto me, O LoRD, and look upon my diſtreſs ; 
Deliver me from thoſe that hate me, 
And raiſe me up from the gates of death; 
praiſes 
In the gates of the daughter of Sion, 


ed into the grave, 


prevail . 
thy preſence. 


tory over Goliah, as the generality 
of commentators ſuppoſe. Indeed 
all the proof there is, that either 
this or the foregoing pſalm were 
written on this occaſion depends 
upon an obſcure word in the title 
of each, about which the com- 
mentators are not-agreed. 

PER. 13. Deliver me) To make 
the ſenſe run on eaſily, I have with 
Bp. H. ſupplied theſe words ; and 
have changed the following parti 
ciple into the imperative in pl, as 
the ſenſe requires. 


IO 


20 Strike 
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20 Strike thou a terror into them, OLokn; 


Let the nations know that they are but men, 


-- PSALM R 
The pſalmiſt expoſtulates with God for not coming to his affiftance in 


the time of diſtreſs; and after deſcribing the impiety, attifices, and 


violence of his perſecutor, earneſtly beſeecheth the Lord ta be bis 
protector, and hopeth that his prayer will be heard. 


h 1 KF HY, O Lon, ſhouldſt thou ſtand afar off? 


Why ſnouldſt thou hide thyſelf in the time of trouble? 
2 The wicked man in his inſolence perſecuteth the diſtreſſed. 


Let perſecutors be taken in the plots they have contrived. 
3 For the wicked man glorieth in obtaining his heart's deſire; 
And the covetous man bleſſeth himſelf, while he provoketh the 


4 The wicked man in the heighth of his arrogance 
Saith, the LoRD will make no enquiry. 


[Lonn. 


de, 5 All his thoughts are, There is no God; _ 

E 4. And on every. occaſion his ways are N 

CY 6 Thy judgments againſt him are too high for bis fight; 

R And as to all his adverſaries, he bloweth them away with a blaſt, 


7 He faith in his heart, J ſhall not be removed; 
Becauſe he hath never experienced adverſity. - 


ught, 


$ His mouth is full of curſing, deceit, and fraud; 
Under his tongue is miſchief and iniquity. 


He ſitteth in ambuſcade in the villages, 
And murdereth the innocent in ſecret places; 


His eyes lye in wait for the helpleſs. 
that he may ſeize on the diſtreſſed; 


ſion to inſult the God of Iſrael. 
See Pſal. Ixxiii. I1, xciv. 7. 

PE R. 10. That he may ſeize on the 
poor) Bp. H. ſhews that the two 
Hebrew words which follow theſe 
are only a — repetition of them; 
for which reaſon I do not tranſlate 
them. He obſerves alſo, that the. 


erde 10 He Jurketh in ſecret Places, as a lion 
either In his den; he lurke 
n Were | 1 
e peng PER. 4. Saith, The LORD) 
he title The Original is here confeſſedly 
> com-W defective, Our Tranſlators and 
moſt others ſupply the word God 
o makes to make the ſenſe compleat. Bp. H. 
we with upon comparing this period with 
s; and the 14 and 17 has more hap- 
g paru- pily ſupplied amar, jahvoh. — Ido- 
piel, a laters perſuaded themſelves that 


God would make no enquiry into 


\ If ther actions, and hence took occa- 
Strike 


verb which begins the next period 
ought to conclude this, and ought 
to be read jedacceh. See the LXX. 


And 
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And when he hath drawn him into his net, he eruſneth him 


11 Thus the helpleſs are borne down, 
great ſtrength 


And fall by his 


[to pieces. 


12 I bil he faith in his heart, God egen ; 
He hideth his face, and will never ſee! " 


13 


Ariſe, O LoRD ; lift up thy hand, 
O God; forget not the diſtreſſed. 


14 Why ſhould the wicked man provoke God, 
While he faith in his heart, Thou wilt make no enquiry?” 
15 But thou, O God, ſeeſt; for thou lookeſt | x 
Upon miſchief and malice, to repay them with thy hand. 
16 The helpleſs committeth himſelf to thee; 
Thou art the helper of the friendleſs. 
17 Break no the arm of the malicious man; 
And when thou ſhalt make enquiry after wickedneſs, thou ſhalt 


18 
19 Thou, OLokp, 


The LoRD is king for ever and ever; 
The nations ſhall periſh out of his land. 
heareſt the requeſt of the diſtreſſed ; 


[find none. 


Thou upholdeſt their heart, and thine ear liſteneth anto them. 
20 That thou mayſt vindicate the friendleſs and oppreſſed from 
Of the earth, that he may no longer terrify them. [the man 


PSALM XI. 


A Pſalm of David, | 
Who, having been adviſed by bis friends to fly into the mountainous 
parts of Fudea from the perſecution of Saul, diſclaimeth all other 
refuge but Jehovah, being aſſured that God, the righteous judge, 


will ſupport the innocent, and 


Wicked. 


pour out his judgements an the 


J ate the fend my refuge ; how is it then that ye ſay 
Unto me," Fly, like a bird, to the mountains ? ? 


PER. 11, Borne down and fall) 
The Bp. juſtly obſerves that theſe 
two verbs ſhould be read in the 

Fs as the plural noun requires. 
Let the critical Reader conſult him 
on this pſalm. 

PER. 18. Shall periſh) The LXX 
read this verb in tlie future; and 
ſo in my judgment it ought to be 
read. — If this pſalm be David's, 
as is probable from its appearing 
in this firſt collection, the perſecu- 
tor deſeribed in this pſalm might 


be Doeg. It is plain from 5 pe- 
riod he was an heathen; and the 
character given of him ſuits Doeg. 

PER, 19. Of the diſtreſſed) 1 read 
yanijim here, in the ſame manner 
as it is read in Per. 13, and doubt 
not but ſeveral MSS will be found 
to ſupport it. The jod has been 
lengthened into vau by the tran- 
ſeribers. Comp. Per. 24 and 27 of 
Pal. xxii. where the ſame has hap- 
pened, 

PER. 1, 2, &c.) In the firſt pe- 


riod 


| 3z 


ne. 
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2 For behold, the wicked are bending 
The bow, and fixing their arrow - 


) 


Upon the ſtring, to ſhoot in ſecret 
At the upright in heart: and when the foundations 
Are deſtroyed, what can the righteous man do? 
The LoRD, is in his holy temple, | 
— Lokp's throne is in heaven: 

n es behold, and his eyelids 


out the ſons of men. 


+ The Lon farcheth our bth te righteo ade we N 
ou 


And him who delighteth in violence 


hateth.". *. 


5 He will rain upon the wicked fire and brimſtone; E 2 


And the ſcorching tempeſt 


riod David ex 8 with his 
friends for adrifing him to fly to 
the mountainous parts of Judea, 
as the only ſafe retreat from Saul. 
In the ſecond, he ſubjoins the rea- 
ſons which his friends aſſigned for 
their advice. In the four laſt, he 
Je to the advice of his friends, 
them that the God of hea- 
ven 5 ſearcheth the heart, would 
protect the innocent. 
PRR. 1. Like a bird to the moun- 
tains) The LXX read harim, ce- 


or, Which is undoubtedly 
t 


12 

ri 

En. 2. When the foundations are 
deftroyed) When the fundamental laws 
of the land, fuch as e proteftion 
to the ſubjet?, are ſubverted by the 
Prince who ought to be the guardian 
of them, what has the perſucuted Jub- 
ect to truft to? or what can he do, 
but, anden 


ſhall be the portion of their 
6 For the righteous LoRD loveth righteouſneſs; _ .. 
His countenance will behold that which is , 


ap: 
i” 


neſſes of the mountains 
Io dir thinks that the laſt word 


of this period ſhould be read? inthe 
future ; 3 and indeed the ſenſe re- 


quires it. 
Ar 4.) The ednlettin before 
ſay ſhews that at cannot be 
e verb there 


J ined from it. 
fore is m = Ht and ought to 
precede & 

PER. 4. lin who delighteth in vio- 
lence) Saul is ſtrongly Te inted out 
by rt character. omp. Pal. 
xviii. 
| Pun. 's If Pohim be not inter- 
polated from ſome other place, it 
muſt be rendered coals, not ſnares ; 
but I am of opinion with p. H. 
that it is, and therefore have not 
tranſlated it. The ſenſe how- 


ever is not hurt 2 the omiſſion 
of it. | 


for ſecurity? 


Br * = PINE 
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PSALM XII. 
| A Pſalm of David. | 
Amidſt the treachery and falſehood which prevailed\ among all orders 
of men, he flieth to the Lord for protettion'; praying, that he 
weuld, according to his promiſe, deliver the innocent, and reftain 
the injuſtice and violence of tboſe who enderoutired- 1 oppreſs 


them. 


1 Eliver me, O Lox; for the merciful mart is no mote, 
And the faithful faif among the fons of men. 


2 The wicked range abort on every 


ſide, 


While the vileſt of the ſons of men ate exalted. 


3 They every one ſpeak falſehood to their netghbou 


rs; 


They ſpeak: with fmooth lips, and double hearts. 
4 May the LoRD cut off all ſmooth lips, 

Aud the tongue which ſpeaketh arrogant things! _ 
5 Even thoſe who ſay, We are maſters of our tongues, 


Our lips are our own.; Who is lord over us? 
reſſion of the diſtreſſed and the cry of the 
I will now ariſe, ſaith the Lox, — Y 
And ſet them-ins fafcty from thoſe that would blaſt them. 


6 Becaule of the op 


PER. 2. The wicked range about ) 
he Hebrew verb is uſed of the 
rtentions range of the tongue, 
Pal. Ixxiii. 9. and here of the 
lawleſs rang? of wieked men: See 
Schultens on Job i. 7. — The vile 
men, whom David here complains 
of as advanced to power, were pro- 
bably his perſecutors in the days of 
Saul, ſuch as Doeg, Cuſh, Sc. — 
J have removed this period from 
the end of the pſalm where it was 
unconnected with what went be- 
fore, to this place where it makes 
both connection and good ſenſe. 
It was probably at firſt omitted 
here by ſome tranſcriber, and 
placed at the end of the pſalm with 
a mark of reference to the place 


» 


(needy, 


fered to remain there ever ſince. 
See Biſhop Hare, 1218 
PER. 6. Noauld blaſt them) As the 
ſalmiſt complains of treachery, 
alſehood; and calumm in the pre- 
ceding periods, the ae wick L 
have given this verb muſt be the 
true one. See Plal. xxvii. 12. where 
this verb is uſed of breathing oli. 
violence. The metre andthe plural 
nouns in this 2 ſhew, that we 
ought to read. /abem inſtead of. la. 
It may be ſaid indeed, that the fin- 
gular is uſed here and. in the laſt 
oriod diftribatively for the plural; 
but if we had MS$ ancient enoug! 
I don't doubt but it would appear, 
that ſuch diſtinctions are general 
ſubterfuges to colour over falſe 


where it was omitted; but this readings, and that we ſhould find 


mark being not obſerved by the 
next tranſcriber, it has been ſuf- 


not only lahem here, but veti Te- 
rem in the laſt period. 
7 The 


S 


7 


n 


„ 


SAF e 


'% 
(] 
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7 The promiſes of the LoRD are pure promiſes ; 
They are like ſilver refined in an earthen crucible, 


And purified ſeven times. 


8 Thou, O LoRD, ſhalt preſerve them, and keep them ſafe 
From this generation of men for ever. 


PSALM XIII. 
A Pſalm of David, 


Who, being in danger from his enemy, entreateth the Lord to deliver 
him, and rejoiceth in hopes of bis ſalvation, 


1 LTW long wilt thou f 


orget me, O LORD? 


For ever ? How long wilt thou hide 


Thy face from me? 


2 How long ſhall I have ſorrow in my ſoul, 


And vexation in my heart ? 


How long ſhall mine enemy be exalted above me? 


PER. 7. Pure promiſes) that is, 
free from any alloy of treachery 
and falſchood.---Where the con- 
text evidently reſtrains a word to a 
particular ſenſe, and we have a 
word in our language to expreſs 
that ſenſe; it is more proper to 
render it by that word, than by z 
more general one, which may mif- 
wor the OR : is _ 
word in our language is freque 
uſed for — but words in the 
plural are never uſed ſo, | 
PER. 1. For ever?) The Scrip- 
tures are in ſome places injudici- 
r In the former part 
of this period, there is only one 
Interrogation where there ought 


to be two: for no doubt can be 
made but that far ever is elliptical, 


and if 2 fully, ought to be 
ied 


om the foregoing words, 


thus, Wilt thou forget me for ever ? 
Thus it has happened Plal. Iæxix. 


$. Ixxxix. 47. and Jer. xxxvi. 17 & 
B 2 


18. which ſhould be pointed thus, 
They aſted Baruch, ſaying, Tell us 
now ; How did thou trite all 
theſe words ? From his mouth? Then 
Baruch anſwered, Yes, ym his 
mouth. He pronounced all theſe words 
unto me, and I wrote them with ink 
in 4 book. It is remarked again 
at Per. 32, that Baruch wrote from 
the mouth of Jeremiah. 

PER. 2. Sofrow) Bp. H. has no- 
bly recovered the text here, read- 
ing, with the addition of a ſingle 
letter only, ya hot; by which means 
the ſenſe is more compleat, and 
the two former parts of this period 
become equivalent, which is very 
common in the poetical Scriptures. 
-— The Bp. thinks that jomam, 
daily, has been — from 
ſome other place, And what more 
probable ? for here it is plainly re- 
dundant in ſenſe, and accordingly 
qur old tranſlators neglected it, as 
I have done. | x 


3 Look 
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3 Look down and anſwer me, O LoRD my God ; 
Enlighten mine eyes, leſt I fall into the ſleep of death: N 
4 Leſt mine enemy ſhould tay, I have prevailed againſt him ; 
And mine adverſaries rejoice that I am removed. 
5 But, as for me, I rely on thy loving-kindnels : 
My heart ſhall rejoice in thy ſalvation, | 
And I will ſing unto the LORD, becauſe he hath been gracious 


unto me. 


PSALM XIV. 


A Pſalm of David, 


In which he complaineth of the impiety and general corruption of the 
people who had led the Iſraelites into captivity; deſcribeth their 
terrors; and beggeth of God to bring back bis e People to 


their own land. 


HE. fool faith in his heart, There is no God: 
They corrupt themſelves and commit abominable 
Actions; there is not one that doeth good. 
2 The LoRD looked down from heaven 


Upon the ſons of men, to ſee 


Whether there was a wiſe man that ſought after God. 
3 But they are all together gone out of the way, and are become 


There is none that doeth 


ood, not ſo much as one. [offenſive 


4 Are all the practiſers o idolatry without e 
That they eat up my people, as they would eat 


Bread, and call not upon the Lo 


RD ? 


5 They were ſeized there with great fear, becauſe God 
Was among the generation ot the righteous. They derided 
The counſel of the diſtreſſed, becauſe the LoRD was his retuge. 


"wy 3. Enlighten mine eyes, 40 


At the approach of death the eyes 


_— grow dull and dimſighted; 
Davi 


God would enlighten his eyes, 


that is, reſtore them to their wont-- 


ed brightneſs, prays that he would 

deliver him from imminent death. 
Pf. xiv. PER. 5.) This pſalm differs 

ſo much at preſent from the LIII. 


therefore in praying chat 


that learned men are more inclined 
to impute the variations in the lat- 
ter to the deſign of the writer, than 
to the careleſſneſs of tranſcribers. 
But I am perſuaded, that upon a 
collation of the MSS we have, mo- 
dern as they are, the very reverſe 


will be found to be true. I have 


tranſlated the text in both, as it 
ſtands at preſent. 


6 Oh, 


8 


e 
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6 Oh, that the deliverance of Iſrael was granted from out of Sion! 


When the LoRD brin 


geth back his captive people, 


Jacob ſhall rejoice,” and Iſrael ſhall be glad. 


PSALM XV. 


A Pſalm of David, 


Deſcribing the qualifications of that man who ſhall be accaunted 
worthy to approach God, and worſhip him in his tabernacle. 


I HO ſhall abide, O LoRD, in thy tabernacle ? 
And who ſhall dwell on thy holy mountain ? 
2 He who walketh in integrity, and practiſeth righteouſneſs, 
And ſpeaketh the truth from his heart : 
3 He who betrayeth not with his tongue, 


Nor injureth his friend ; 


Nor raiſeth a reproach on his neighbour : 


PER. 6. From out of Sion) Some 
learned men are of opinion that 
this pſalm was not wrote by Da- 
vid, but by a Prophet in the Baby- 


. loniſh captivity. But how ſhould 


ſuch a Prophet pray to God for de- 
liverance from aut of Sion, at a time 
when God did not dwell in Sion ? 
As this and the LIII pſalm bear 
the name of David, it is probable, 
that the captivity here mentioned 
was the captivity of ſome of God's 
people among the Philiſtine, or 
ſome other of the neighbourin 
nations in the time of David” 
Comp. 1 Chron. xvi. 35. where 
David exhorts the people to pray 
for deliverance from captivity. 
PER. 1. ho ſball abide, &c.) In 
this period David propoſes one of 
the moſt intereſting Queſtions, 
namely, II ho ſhall find a reception in 
the houſe of God, and be treated there 
as one of his family. In the remain- 
ing periods, to givethe more weight 
to the anſwer, he introduces God 
himſelf as returning it. 


PE R. 3. Who betrayeth not his 
friend) Moſt tranſlators render this 
verb with the negative JO” 
not, and the ſubſtantive his neigh- 
bour. But if they ſignify this here, 
is it not ſurprizing that David 
ſhould in the compaſs of a ſingle 
period uſe another verb to ſignify 
ſlander and another ſubſtantive to 
ſignify neighbour ? This put me 
upon enquiring for another figni- 
fication of the verb, Upon exami- 
nation I found that this verb in 
piel ſignifies, to act the ſpy, to betray 
the nakedneſs of a land, or the ſe- 
crets of a friend, as well as to ſlan- 
der: and there is no reaſon why 
it ſhould not be read in piel here, 
but the points of the Maſorets, 
which are never to be regarded 
when a tautology may be avoided 
by neglecting them. Thus the 
Chaldee and Aben-Ezra render 
the verb here ; and the ſubſtan- 
tive is more than once rendered 
friend. 


B 3 _ 
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4 He in whoſe eyes the reprobate is deſpiſed ; 
But who honoureth thoſe that fear the LogD, 


And is true to his oath, though he ſweareth to his hurt: 
5 He who lendeth not his money upon uſury, 


Nor taketh a bribe 


inſt the innocent : 


He who doeth theſe things, ſaith the Lord, ſhall never be re- 
moved from my tabernacle. 


PSALM XVI. 


A Pſalm of David, 3 
In which he imploreth the divine protection, ſeeing be abhorred ido- 
latry, aud made the Lord bis portion. He is then filled with con- 
Fence that God will not ſuffer him to periſh immaturely, like thoſe 
nyo idolatry ; but will lead him in the path of bis com- 
mandments, and ſatisfy him with the joy of bis countenance. 


1 TDReſerve me, O God, for I make thee my refuge: 
I have ſaid to Jehovah, Thou art my Lord. 
2. My good things are not needful for thee : 
They are for the ſaints in the land, 
And for thy excellent ones, in whom is all my delight. 
3 The troubles of thoſe who offer gifts to other gods 
Shall be increaſed. As for me, 1 will not pour out 


PER. 5. He Tho doth theſe things, 


&c.) As theſe words cloſe the an- 
ſwer to the queſtion propoſed in 
the firſt period, the ſenſe which I 
have given to them, by adding the 
words in Italicks, muſt be the 
true one. 

PER. 1. J have ſaid) The LXX 
read this verb in the firſt perſon. 

PER. 2. My good things are not need- 
ful for thee) They would be a ſa- 
crifice of no value, elſe I would 
yy them thee. The beſt ſacrifice 

can offer to thee is beneficence 
to thy ſaints and ſervants. The 
LXX read the ſubſtantive in the 
plural; and both the plural pro- 
noun hemmah, they, — the ſenſe 
ſhew that they read right. 


PE R. 3. Who offer gifts to other 
gods) One feof of the 17 
verb is, to offer gifts by way of dow- 
ry ; (See Exod. xxii. 16.) % this 
ſenſe ſuits this place beſt. For the 
Iſraelites to offer gifts by way of 
dowry to another god, and to 
cleave unto him as their god, was 
to commit fornication againſt Je- 
hovah, who had eſpouſed the 
for his wife, and had vouchſafe 
to call himſelf their huſband, Such 
were theſe mentioned here, whoſe 
libations of blood to their falſe 

ods David would not join in, — 
he word #2lohim Gods, in this pe- 
riod has, by the confeſſion of all 
tranſlators, been dropped by the 

tranſeribers. | 
Their 


17 


2 


ſe 


Omni 100% ens 


C 
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Their drink-offerings of blood, nor even 
Mention their names with my lips. . 
4 The LoRD is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; 
Thou art he who maintaineſt me in my lot. | 
45 My lot is fallen to me in a delightful ſituation, 
Tea, a beautiful inheritance is fallen to my ſhare. 
6 A will bleſs the LoRD who giveth me counſel , 
My reins alſo inſtruct me in the night- ſeaſon. 
7 I place the LoRD always before me ; | 
Becauſe he is at my right hand, I ſhall never be removed. 
8 Therefore my heart is glad, and my tongue 


Rejoiceth; my fleſh al 


o reſteth in ſecurity, 


9 For thou wilt not abandon my life to the grave, 
Nor ſuffer thy holy one to ſee corruption. 
10 Thou wilt ſhew me the * of life; 


In thy preſence is fulne 


s of joys, 


Art thy right hand are pleaſures for evermore, 


PER. 5. My lot,) Heb. The mea- 
ſuring lines, by which the part al- 
lotted was ſet out. 

PE R. 6. Who giveth me counſel, 
&c.) not to forſake him in the greateſt 
difficulties and trials. " reins, that 
60 my own reflectious alſo ſuggeſt the 

ame | 

PER, 7. I place the LORD always 
before me ) as my God, and my ſupport. 

Pk R. 8. My tongue) Heb. My 
glory. The LXX ſubſtitute for my 
glory, my tongue: I have done the 
fame here, and in Pſal. xxx. 12. 
Ivii. 8. eviii. 2. 

PRR. 9. Thou wilt not abandon my 
Lie to the grave) This may ſignify 
either, thou wilt not ſuffer the 


or, to maintain it over me too long. 
In the former ſenſe David ſeems 
to have meant it of himſelf, in the 
latter jt is applicable to our Lord, 
whom God raiſed up the third day, 
having looſed the bonds of death, 
becauſe it was not poſſible that he 
ſhould be holden of it. 
Tbid. Thy holy one) meaning Da- 
vid, in the literal ſenſe, and in the 
ſpiritual the A. ah, in * this 
prophecy was fulfilled. See it ap- 
plied ng by St. Peter, Acts ii. 
25, Kc. -— Out of 32 Heb. MSS 
which Dr. Kennicott conſulted, 
28 read this ſubſtantive in the ſin- 
gular. A remarkable inſtance of 
the incorrectneſs of the printed 


grave to aſſert its don inion over text, which reads it in the plural. 
me too ſoon, that is, immaturely, ; 
B 4 PSALM 
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PSALM XVII. 


A Pſalm of David, 


Wherein he intreateth the Lord to conſider his innocente, and to re- 
ftrain the malice of his perſecutors; to whoſe greateſt affiuence he 
ſhould always prefer the privilege of enjoying God's — 


the ſanctuary. 


EAR, O Lok, the juſtice of my cauſe ; liſten 
To my cry, and give ear unto _ 
My prayer, which is not offered with deceitful lips. 
2 Let my ſentence come forth from thy preſence ; 
Let thine eyes look upon what is right. 
3 Thou haſt ſearched my heart, and inſpected me in the night- 


ſeaſon ; 


Thou haſt thoroughly tried me; but canſt find in me no 


wicked deſign. 


4 My mouth ſhall never tranſgreſs after the example of other men: 
By attending to the words of thy lips 

I have avoided the ways of the violent man. 

5 Hold thou up my fteps in thy paths, 


And ſuffer not my feet to lip. 


6 I call upon thee, becauſe thou, O God, anſwereſt me; 
Bow down thine ear to me, and hear my petition. 


7 Diſtinguiſh me by thy kindneſs, O thou who ſaveſt by chy 


right hand 


Them who truſt in thee, from thoſe who riſe up againſt them. 
8 Preſerve me, as the apple of the eye ; 


Hide me under the ſhadow of thy wings, 


PER. 2. Let my ſentence come forth 
from thy preſence j Do thou but pro- 
nounce me innocent, and the world will 
acquit me. Let thine eyes look, that 
is, with approbation, upon what it 
juſt and right. 

PER. 3. In the night ſeaſon) That 
is, when the heart is freeſt from 
diſguiſe. 

Per. 3 J. 2. Thou ee ut 
no — deſign) Such were the 
appeals of David to God for his 


innocence under the perſecution of 
Saul. And what ſtronger appeals 
can be made ? — Bp. H. agreeably 
to the LXX, points the laſt word 
zimmati. 

PE R. 3. and 4.) The Hebrew 
metre has introduced a different 
diviſion of theſe two periods, and 
by this means has reſtored good 
ſenſe and conſtruction to both. See 
Bp. H. —- After the example, Heb. 
after the doings. 


9 From 


x (0 tz 


2 a a ton & in as a6 as Gwmifnas ao.» © 
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9 From the wicked who ravage me, 


From mine enemies who ſurround me to take away my life. 
10 They have cloſed er me their net: | | 


With their mouth 


ſpeak arrogantly, /aying, 


11 © Now we have ſucceeded.” They come about me, 


And, ſtooping down to the ground, fix their eyes | 
12 They wait fo ſting me, like _ which! for bis 
Like a young lion which lurketh in ſecret . 

O LoRD, get before him 
And bring him down; deliver 


13 Ariſe, 


me. 
Prey, 


Me by thy ſword from the wicked man 
14 Deliver me by thy hand, O Lokp, from men, 
From the men of the world, whoſe portion is in life, 
And whoſe bellies thou filleſt with thy ſtores; 
15 Whoſe children are fed to the full, and who leave 
The reſt of their ſubſtance to their little ones. 
16 But as for me, I will behold thy preſence in righteouſneſs ; 
When 1 ſhall awake, I ſhall be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs. 


PER, 10.) The ingenious Mr. 
Mudge, and after him F. Houbi- 
t have made admirable ſenſe of 


this period, by the tranſpoſition of 


a ſingle letter in one word, read- 
ing Heblamo, their net, inſtead of 
HBelbamo, their fat. Bp. H. has by 
his metre reſtored yalai, upon me, 
to this period, to which it belongs: 
and if we read the next verſe of 
the period, bep:mo dibberu geut, the 
ſenſe and conſtruction of the whole 
will be compleat. Mr. Mudge has 
likewiſe pointed the firſt word of 
the next period ajarnu, we hav? 
gone on profperouſly. . 
PER. 12.) Bp. H. reads with the 
LXX dimmuni, they wait for me. 


PER. 14. Whoſe portion is in ae) 


Who live luxuriouſly while they 


do live. And as they make this 
their T* they regard not the 
law of God, nor take delight in 
his worſhip. 

PER. 16. I. 1. But I will behold 
thy preſence in righteouſneſs) God 
dwelt between the Cherubim in the 
tabernacle, where his hy n gy 
approached his ror Here, Da- 
vid ſays, he would approach him 
in righteouſneſs, or in his innacence ; 
and while the men of the world 
were filled and ſatisfied with the 

ood things of it, (Per. 14, 155 he 
ſhould, whenever he awoke, that is, 
every morning, be filled with the joy 
of God's countenance and be ſatis- 
fied with his likeneſs, — The LXX 
retain the adverſative vau, but, which 
the tranſcribers have dropped. 
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PSALM XVIII. 


A Pſalm of David, the ſervant of Jehovah, who poke to Jeho- 


vah the words of this 


ſong, on the day he delivered him from 


the hands of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. 


David deſcribeth the great dangers be had been expoſed to, the won- 
derful deliverances he had met with, and the fignal vifories he 


had obtained over his enemies by the divine 


iftance ; extolling 


the power, juſtice, and goodneſs, which God had manifeſizd on 


theſe occaſions. 


1 1 Wil love thee, O Lokp my ſtre 
The LoRD is my ſtrong hold _— 
My ſaviour and my deliverer: 


my fortreſs, 


2 He is my God and the rack in which I take refuge, 
My ſhield and the horn of my ſalvation, 
M high tower and my on retreat. 

3 When | 


call upon the 


ORD, who is worthy to be praiſed, 


Then am I ſaved from mine enemies. 

4 The waves of death came about me, 
And the torrents of impiety terrified me; 
The toils of the or ſurrounded me, 


And the ſnares o 


death ſurprized me. 


5 In my diſtreſs I called upon the LoRD 


And cried unto my God: 


” 


He heard my voice from his temple, 
And my cry entered into his ears. 


PER. 1. My Saviour) Bp. H. has 
compared this pſalm throughout 
with the other copy of it in 2 Sam. 
xxii; and Dr. Kennicott has collated 


the Oxford HebrewMSS of both, in fam 


his ſecond diſſertation on the print- 
ed text. To theſe two learned men 
I chuſe to refer the reader, rather 
than fill my notes with the many 
minute differences between the two 
copies. -— Bp. H. has reftored 
mofipi, my Saviour, in this period, 
and umenuſi, my ſafe retreat, in the 
next, from the other copy. 

PER. 4. The waves) The other 
copy reads miſ bert waves, which is 


more elegant than Hebli, teils, be- 
cayſe wayes in the beginning of 
this line is equivalent to torrents in 
the beginning of the next ; in the 
e manner as foils are to ſnare; 
in the beginning of the two fol- 
lowing lines. Add to this that the 
metre requires mz eri, and that 
Heble, tails, is repeated again in this 
very period, | 

ER. 5. Entered into his ears) Heb. 
entered before him into his ears ; but 
lipnav, before him, is redundant in 
ſenſe, and the other copy has it 
not, 


6 Then 
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6 Then the earth quaked and ſhook ; z | 
The foundations alſo of the — Bape FAT 5 
And rocked, - becauſe he was wroth. 

7 A ſmoke went — —ᷣ— 
And e fire devoured before 
Coals. were. kandled by it. 

8 He bowed the heavens and came dn | 8 
Thick darkneſs was under his feet. 

9 He rode upon the Cherubs, and did fly ; 
He few wif on the wing ofthe wind 

10 He made the darkneſs aroynd him 
His hiding-place ; the dark waters 24 
Ang thick — af the they were his pavilien. mdT; £2 

11\ But the brghn beer him bs cb ned my, 
And coals of fire were kindled. 

12 The LoRD thundred in the heavens, 
And the moſt High uttered his vnice. 

13 He ſent out his arrows, and — them; 


He ſhot forth his 2 them. 
14 Then were the chann * waters 3 
And the foundations of the world hare, 
At thy rebuke, O Lord, 
At 2 blaſt of breath of thy noſtrils. 
13 — Soogh bir Send fam above, and lid hold of me ; 
He drew me out of great waters. 
16 He delivered me from my potent enemies, 
And ſoved me from U 
| Becauſe they were too ſtrong for me. 


PER. 7. Before him) Heb. muip- voll of five But the other copy has 
piv, out of his mouth. But Bp. H. fol- it, as Ihave tranſlated it: and if the 
lows the LXX in reading mipps- reader would ſee this incomparably 
nav, which is preferable. Comp. well vindicated, and the reading in 
Pfal. I. 3. and xcvii. the pfalm, both in this periad and 

PER. 9. Upon the therubs ) Heb. the next, proved to be erroneous, 
upon @ 2 : but the lar he may conſult Dr. Kennicott's 1“. 
number is uſed here collectively Diſſertation on the printed text, 
for the plural, as it is in many p. 464, &c. 
other places. He rode on the che- ER. 25. His hand) Either jad 
rubs as in a triumphal chariot. his hand — been dropped 
Comp. Pſal. civ. 3, 4. tranſoribers, or is un 

Per. 11. And coals of fire were Comp. Pfal. cxliv, 7. 
kindled) This copy has it, Hail and 


17 They 
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17 They fi 
But the 


rized me in the day of my calamity ; ; 
RD was my ſupport. 


18 He . me out into a place of liberty; 
He delivered me, becauſe he delighted in me. 

19 The LoRD rewarded me according to my righteouſneſs, 
He — — me according to the cleanneſs of my «rar. 


20 Becauſe I 


t the ways of the LoRD, 
And did not — from my 


God. 


21 For all his laws were before me, 
And his ſtatutes I did not put away from me. 
22 I was alſo ol before him, 


And kept myſc 


f from iniquity. 


23 Therefore the LoRD hath recompented me e to y 


righteouſneſs, 


According to the cleanneſs of my hands in his ſight. 
24 To the merciful man thou wilt ſhew thyſelf merciful ; 
To the upright man thou wilt ſhew thyſelf upright. 
25 To the pure thou wilt ſhew thyſelf pure; 
But to the perverſe thou wilt ſhew thyſelf an adverſary : 
26 For thou ſaveſt the ry that are diftreſſed ; 


But bringeſt down 


look. 


27 Thou, O LoRD, art be an 4 lighteſt up my — echt 
Thou art my God, who turneſt my darkneſs into light. 
28 For by thee I have made my way through a troop ; 
By the help of my God I have ſcaled a wall. 
29 The way of God is upright; 
The promiſe of the LORD is tried; 
He is a ſhield to all thoſe who make him their. refuge. 
30 For who among the gods is God, fave the LoRD ? 
Or who is a rock, except our God ? | 


PER. 17. They rized me) 
This verb nifies, — to 
get before, to come upon unawares or 
to ſurprize. 

PER. 22. From iniquity) Some 
render the Heb. From my iniquity : 
but the affix jod, my, ſeems to be 
redundant in ſenſe, and is only an 
expletive. 

PER. 25. Shew thyſelf an adver- 
fary) Thou wilt ſhew thyſelf able to 
cope with the man who is perverſe 
and crooked in his ways ; and if 
he perſiſts in ſuch froward ways, 


thou wilt thwart and croſs him in 
all his purpoſes and deſigns. 

PE R. 28. Scaled a wall) Heb. 
Leaped over a wall. The wall here 
mentioned muſt be thewall of a for- 
tified town ; therefore to give the 
paſſage a military turn, which the 
context requires, I have ſubſtituted 
the word /caled. 

PER. 30. Among the gods) The 
compariſon lies between Jehovah 
and the gods of the nations : for 
this reaſon J have added theſe words 
in Italicks, 

31 He 


as ov oo” 


my 


l. 


my 


m in 


Heb. 
here 
2 for- 
e the 
h the 
tuted 


The 
,ovah 
: for 
vords 


He 
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31 He is the God who girdeth me with valour, 


And maketh my warfare co 


mpleat: 


32 Who maketh my feet like hind's feet, 
And ſetteth me firm upon my high aces 
33 Who teacheth my hands to * 2 


And maketh mine arms 
Like a bow of ſteel. 


34 Thou haſt given me the ſhield of thy falvation ; 


Thy right han 


Fs. = ntleneſs ha 


hath ſupported me, 
hath made me 


eat. 


35 Thou haſt en me to take large ſteps 
And haſt not ſuffered my feet to fp. 


36 I purſued mine enemies and overtook them. . 
Nor did I return till I had deſtroyed them. 
7 I ſmote them that they were not able to ſtand ; 


They are fallen under my feet. 
38 For thou didſt gird me with valour for the battle, 
And ſubduedſt has who role up againſt me. 


39 Thou didſt ſnew me the back of mine enemies, 
That I might cut off thoſe that hated me. 

40 They cried, but there was. none to ſave them; 
Unto the LoRD did they cry, but he 4 ol them not. | 

41 Then did I beat them as ſmall as the duſt . | 
Of the earth, which flieth before the wind; 1 
I trampled them down, like the mire of the ftreers. © 

42 Thou haſt delivered me from the contentions of the * 
And made me the head of the nations. 


43 A people whom I knew not, now ſerveth me. 


2 


Upon hearing of me they obeyed me. 0 2 ; wal G 


+ 


Pex, 31. „ This is 
the only ſenſe of derec which ſuits 
this place. See note on Pſal. ii. 12. 
where the word is ſhewn to have 
this ſenſe. 8 : 2 Y > 5 $7 

PER. 33. Maketh) The LXX 
read natattah, * ſeems to be 


the true readin 
PER. enabled me to 
take large eps) that is, in purſuit of . 


mine enemies, as it E in 0 


next —_— Heb. | They en- 
lar — "a Reps under me. bg. 

1. Iwill trample them duns) 
The - er copy reads adikem 7 
will tread them flat, which ſeems to 
be the true reading, and differs 
from this, only in a ſimilar letter. 
— The Bp. ſupplies from the other 
ny he be earth, after Paper, 


44 Strangers 
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44 Strangers ſubrritted themfelves unto me; 


Strangers loſt their cou 
And were afraid in their 


holds. 


45 The Loxd Hvetk; bleſſed J Rotir? be my rock, 
And exalted be the God of ty falvation. 

46 He is the God who avengeth me, | 
And reduceth nations to my obedience. 

47 Thou haſt delivered me from mine enemies, | 
And exalted me above thofe that rofe' up againſt mes 
Thou haſt reſeued me from the violent man. 


48 For this cauſe E will celebrate thee, O LoxD, among the na- 


And ſing praiſe to thy name 
49 The LoRD: 
He ſheweth 1 


workerh great dfvariot for his king; 


ions, 


ovirig-kindnets ro his arivirited, 


To David and his ſee for evetthore. 


PSALNM XIX. 
A Plum of David; - 


Wherein he celebrates the glory of 
of nature, particetayly 3+ the beavttee- and the fan. He then foe 
of Bis la; and prayerb bin te bi he ty be 

bim from He; , ſo bis Nv be 


eth of the excellency 
Ant, am io 1 


God, HRS ayppeurr 


in 5e 5 5 
= 


blameleſs, and his praytys aceepred. 
NCT heavens declare the glory of Gol. 
ay 


after da 


And the firmament proclaimerh-his Randy wok. 


"poureth out inſtruction, | 
And night Aer mich night  conveyeth knowledge. 


3 There is not a word or ſpeech of tbeir , 
The utterance of which is not heard. 1 


PER. 44. Submitted themſelves un- 
te me) Heb. 'Belged tbemſcloa um 
— cork, yielded me a' feſgned obe- 


PR. 44. I. 2. Meir courage) 
Heb. n-44 12. ee fe 
concordance, : whore the word; 
wen applied to men, —— —— 
ſometimes to fignify 9 
and courage. — yp 0 f ſtrong holds 
Heb. from within. See Pſal. Ixviii. 


34. where the prepoſition ſignifies 
the ſame. 8 


Per. 47. From the violent man) 
Saul is characterized in theſe 
words. 

PER. 3.) Vitringa, in his Obſerv. 
Saef. p. 847. has emed alf the 
verſions of this period, and ju 
gives the preferenee to this, whic 
eurries en the — of the Hraven 
ſpeating, — declaritis the glory of 

. The reaſon why this con- 
Waben has been uriodſerved is 
that -4/e is underſtood: before the 


24 verſe of this period; and the 
reading was corrupted before — 
p. 


NS, 


THE BOOK: OF PSALMS. 


35 


4 Their voice is gone out through all the earth, 
* © their words to-the end of the world. 


5 In them he hath 
Who cometh fo 


itched a tent for the ſun, 
ach, Bae a bridegroom, out of his chamber, 


And rejoiceth, like a ſtrong man, to run his courle. 
6 He ſorter out front one end of the heavens, 

And tonoeth toumd to the other end thereof, 

So that nothing is deprived of his heat. 


The law of * LoRD is perfect, refreſhi 


. 


The teſtimony: of the LoRD is . giving wildom withe 


ſimple. 


8 The precepts of the Lorp arc right, rejoicing the heart: 


The command of the Lokd is brigh 
9 The fear of the LoRD is pure, 
The laws of the LoRD are truth and r 


t; giving. lighttd the eyes. 


enduri r ever: 


eouſneſs together. 


10 They are more deſirable than gold, or chan abundance of the 


fineſt gold: 


And more ſweet than honey, or con de copying. of the 


11 By them thy ſervant is enligmened/ |  [honey+comb. 
Moreover in the obſervance of them is great reward, 

12 Who can ſuffigiently attend to his errors? b 12d 
Oh, keep me clean from ſecret faults | = 


13 Keep back thy ſervant alſo from preſu 


- fins; 


Let chem not get the dominion. over me: then ſhall L be 


And free from 


ſſion : 


14 Then ſhall the words of my mouth be pleaſing to thee, 


And the meditation of my heart acceptable in thy ſight, 
O LoRD, my rock and my redeemer. 


Bp. reſtored it by reading dabar at 
the end of the — verſe, and mib- 
bel; at tlie of the ſedond. 

PER. 7. 
tims of duty. 

PER. . 2 pure) that is, free from 
all alley of faper/iit wn. 

PER. . I. 2. 225 righteouſneſs ) 
The Bp«ſhews that the dau, which 
is affixed to this word, ought to be 
prefixed to it. 

Pa#. 10. Than ths dropping of the 
23 comb) which is the choiceſt part 

honey. 

PR A. 15. Mareouer) The Bp. 
places gam, moreover, at the begin- 
ning of this line, where it com- 

4 


222 in iss admons= 


pleats the verſo and is more em- 
phatical. 
of ig 12. His errors) that is, fins 


ranos and infirinityy or, 40 

lows im tlie next line, thoſs 

— wic eſcape ouf ads 
tice. 


PER, 1 Pre from tram 
The Resten 12 it fr — — 
tranfgreſfion-: but rab, grrai, as the 
Bp. obferves, has beer inter 
from à foregoing period. For if a 
marr is per fis, he muſt be free not 

— great, but from all tranſ- 

ion: ſo alſo mutt the man be; 


— rs kept clean from fecret ſaulis, 


and kept _— ſins. 
| PSALM 
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PSALM XX. 
A Pſalm of David, 


In which the people of Iſrael entreat the Lord to preſerve their king 
in the day of battle, and make him viftorious over his enemies; 
and expreſs their confidence, that God will grant their requeſt. 


"MY the LORD anſwer thee in the day of diſtreſs ! 
| May the God of Jacob protect thee !. 
2 May he ſend thee help from his ſan 


And ſuppo 


, 


rt thee from out of Sion! 
3 May he remember all thy offerings, 


3 


And reduce to aſhes thy burnt — | 


4 May he 


grant thee thy heart's deſire, 
And fulfil all thy counſels !_ 


May the LoRD perform all thy petitions! 
5 Then will we {ing aloud for thy victory, 
And diſplay our banners in the name of our God. 


6 Now I know aſſuredly, 


That the LoRD will give victory to his andirined ; 
He will anſwer him from his holy heavens 
With the ſaving ſtrength of his right hand. | 
7 Some celebrate their chariots of war, and others their horſes 
But we the name of the LoRD our God. 
8 They fink down and fall in battle; 


But we riſe up and ſtand firm. 


| N 7 


9 Give victory A the king, O Lokp, 
And anſwer us on the day we call. 


- Per. 1. May the God) Heb. May 


the name of God. But as the name of 


Ged is only a Hebraiſm for God 
Himſelf, the name may be omitted 
in an Engliſh tranſlation. | 

PER. 3. Reduce to aſhes) This 
pſalm was probably ſung. at the 
time of offering ſacrifice for the 
ſucceſs of . the King 's expedition. 
And in theſe words the people pray 
that God would in token of his ac- 
ceptance ſend down fire from hea- 
ven to conſume the ſacrifice. 

PER. 4. May the LORD perform 
all thy JA Bp. H. has reſtored 


this line to its true Monk * the 
period below. Tranſpoſitions of 
this kind will not be wondered at, 
when it is conſidered how oft the 
pſalms muſt have been tranſcribed, 
and that the oftner they were tran- 
ſcribed, the more liable they muſt 
have deen to the miſtakes of tran- 


' ſcribers, 
PER. 9. And anſwer us) The By. 
reads with the LXX vayanenu, i.e 


changes the jad i into a var, which 
two letters have been miſtaken for 
each other in numberleſs places, 
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_ PSALM XXI. 

| A Pſalm of David, 
Wherein the Iſraelites praiſe God for the victory vouchſafed to their 
king, and expreſs their confidence in the future protethion of the 


Almighty. . ; 


I HE king rejoiceth in thy ſtrength, O Logp, 
12 And is 2 with joy at thy ſalvation. 
2 For thou haſt prevented him with the bleſſings of thy bounty: 
Thou haſt ſet upon his head a crown of pure gold. 
3 Thou haſt granted him his heart's deſire, 


And haſt not withheld the 
4 He aſked of thee life ; thou 


Length of days for ever and ever. 
great on account of thy ſalvation, 


5 His glory is 


ueſt of his lips. 


given him 


Thou haſt conferred on him honour and renown. 
6 For thou haſt made him a bleſſing for ever; 
Thou haſt rais'd him to the higheſt pitch of joy in thy preſence. 
7 Becauſe the king relieth on the LoRD | 
Andon the kindneſs of the moſt High, he ſhall neverbe removed. 


8 Thine hand ſhall find out all thine enemies 


Thy right hand ſhall reach thoſe that hate thee. 


9 Thou 


alt make them like a fiery furnace | 


In the time of thy wrath ; the LoRD in his diſpleaſure 
Shall deſtroy them, and the fire ſhall conſume them. 


PxR. 1. And is tranſported) Heb. 
And how is he tranſported : but the 
metre ſhews mah, how, to be re- 
dundant, nor do the LXX acknow- 
ledge it, as the Bp. obſerves. See 
Prov. xvi. 16. where mah is like- 
wiſe redundant, 

PER. 2, and 3.) Let the reader 
judge whether the connection will 
not juſtify me in tranſpoſing theſe 
two periods, This is obſervable, 
that in the order I have placed 
them, we are told in the 4th period, 
what was the requeſt of his lips, men- 
tioned in the 34. | 

PER, 4. He aſked life of thee, &c.) 


Mr. Mudge ingeniouſly obſerves, 
that David in the days of Saul had 
aſked only life, and that God had 
given to him and his ſeed Length of 
days for ever and ever. | 

PR R. 6. Thou haſt made him a 
bleſſmg) Heb. Thou haſt made him 
bleſſings, which may ſignify, Thou 
haſt conferred on — bleſſings in 
abundance; or, Thou haſt made 
him a bleſſing to all around him; 
or, Thou haſt made him an ex- 
ample of bleſſing, fo that in fu - 
ture times it ſhall be ſaid, May God 
bleſs thee, as he bleſſed David. 


C 10 Thou 
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10 Thou ſhalt cauſe their offspring to periſh from the earth, 
And their ſeed from among the ſons of men; 
11 Becauſe they projected miſchief againſt thee; 
They contrived a plot they ſhall never be able to execute. 
12 For thou ſhalt make them a mark to ſhoot at; 
Thou ſhalt fix thine arrows 
Upon thy bow-ſtring againſt the face of them. 
13 Be thou exalted, O LoRD, in thy ſtrength; 
Then will we ſing and celebrate thy power. 


PSAL M XXII. 
A Pſalm of David, 


In which be complaineth that God had abandoned him to the violence 
of his afflitions and the fury of his enemies; deſcribeth the wretch- 
ed ſtate he was reduced to; and beſeecheth God to come to his 
aſſiſtance. He then promiſeth that he will publickly commemorate 
God's deliverance of him, and that not only the Iſraelites ſhall join 
with him in his praiſes, but all the nations, hearing of this aft of 
goodneſs, ſhall be induced by it to return to his worſhip and become 
his people. This pſalm is alſo prophetical, and relateth more eſpe- 

cially to the ſufferings and kingdom of the Meſſiah. 


I M God ! my God ! why haſt thou forſaken me? 
My art thou lo far from my cry and the words of my 
complaint ? 
2 O my God, I call in the day-time, but thou anſwereſt not; 
And in the night: ſeaſon, but I find no reſt, 
3 Yet thou art the Holy One who dwelleſt 
| Amidſt the praiſes of Iſrael. 
4 Our fathers relied upon thee ; 
And when they relied upon thee, thou didſt reſcue them. 
5 When they cried unto thee, they were delivered ; 
And when they relied upon thee, they were not put to ſhame. 
6 But as for me, I am a worm, and not a man; 
The reproach of men, and the ſcorn of the people. 
7 All thoſe that ſee me deride me; 


They put out their lips and ſhake their heads, ſaying, 


PE R. 12. Thine arrows) The Bp. PER. 1. From my cry) Bp. Hare 
obſerves that both the ſenſe and and Mr. Mudge read mifſavyati, 
verſe require Hi in, arrows, from my cry, which agrees well with, 
which has been dropped in tran- the words of my complaint. 
ſcribing. See Pal, xi. 2. 


8 He 
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$ He caſt himſelf on the LoRD ; let Him reſcue him : 
Let Him deliver him, ſince He delights in him. 
9 TL have indeed been thrown upon thee ever ſince I was born, 
Thou haſt been my God from my mother's womb : 
10 For thou art he that took me out of the womb, 
Thou waſt my hope, while I hanged upon my mother's breaſt, 
11 Go not then far from me, while diftreſs 
Is near ; for there is none to help me. 
12 Many oxen are come about me; 
The bulls of Baſhan ſurround me. 


ike a ravenous and a roari 


13 They open wide their mouths againſt me, 


lon, 


14 My fleſh is looſe as water, and all my bones 
Are out of joint ; my heart is melted, 
Like wax, in the midſt of my bowels. 

15 My ſtrength is dried up like a potſherd, 


And my tongue cleave 


to my Jaws 3 


And thou halt laid me along on the duſt of death : 


16 For many dogs are come about me; 


They have pierced through m 


I may count all my bones. 


PER. 9. and 10.) Theſe two pe- 
riods I have tranſpoſed. Let the 
reader judge from the conneCtion, 
whether they did not originally 
ſtand in the order in which I have 
placed them. In the 8th Per. his 
enemies inſult him with having caſt 
himſelf upon the Lord for deliver- 
ance. In the qth he humbly ac- 
knowledges to God, that this 
charge was true. In the roth he 
aſſigns his reaſon for it. In the 1a th 
he pleads this reaſon with God, 
not to leave him in their power. 

PRR. 12. The Bulls of Baſhan, &c.) 
that is, Mine enemies, who are as fu- 
rious and formidable as the Bulls fed 
in the rich paſtures of Baſhan, beſet 
me on every fide. p 

PER.14. My fleſh is looſe as water) 
Heb. I am poured out like water, 
that is, my fleſh has no conſiſtency, or 
15 looſe as water. 


C 2 


y hands and my feet : 


Per. 16. Many dogs are come about 
me) The pſalmiſt here repreſents 
himſelf as a hind hunted down, 
which the dogs had ſurrounded 
and begun to devour ; having fallen 
firſt upon his extreme parts, his 
hands and his feet, which they had 
gnawed and pierced through. Thus 
theſe words may be figuratively ap- 
plied to David: but they were i- 
terally fulfilled in the Saviour of the 
World ; whoſe feet and hands his 
enemies pierced through with nails 
on the croſs. —The Bp. juſtly ob- 
ſerves that rabbim, many, has been 
dropped in tranſcribing : the LXX 
have retained it. 

PER. 16. I. 2. They pierced) No 
evidence can be wanting of caru 
being the true reading, when to all 
the arguments alledged by the 
learned in ſupport of it, it is added 
that by the confeſſion of R. Chaim 

| It 
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17 A croud of evil doers ſurround me; 
They ſtare and feaſt their eyes upon me. 
18 They you my garments among them; 


And 
10 


or my inner veſture they caſt lots. 
But go not thou far from me, O Lok p; 


Haſten to my help, O my God. 
20 Reſcue my life from the ſword, 
My helpleſs perſon from the power of the dog. 
21 Save me from the mouth of the lion, 
And deliver me from the horns of the unicorns. 
22 Then will I declare thy name unto my brethren; 
I will praiſe thee in the midſt of the congregation, ſaying, 


23 Ye that fear the LORD 


praiſe him; 


Glorify him all ye ſeed of Jacob : 
24 Let all the ſeed of Iſrael reverence 


Him, becauſe he hath not deſpiſed 


} 


Nor diſdained the diſtreſs of the afflicted : 


it was to be found in ſome correct 
MSS. It was alſo found in a MS 
of Ifaac Levita's Grandfather, in a 
MS at Jena in Saxony, and in an 
old MS of the Bodleian. See Dr. 
Kennic. 1ſt Diſſert. p. 500. 

Ibid. 1 count all my bones ) 
The pſalmiſt carries on the figure: 
J am ſo emaciated with grief, that 
while my body, like the hind's, lies 
along diſtended on the duſt of death, 
they may count all my bones : but this 
was really fulfilled in the ſuffering 
Jeſus, while his naked body hung 
diſtended on the croſs. 

PER. 17. A croud of evil-dvers 


ſurround me) This line I have 


brought from the period above, 
where it breaks in upon the image 
of the Dogs ſurrounding David, and 
placed it here, where it ſeems ne- 
ceſſary to the ſenſe. — In this pe- 
riod David lays aſide the figurative 
deſcription of his enemies, and de- 
clares who they were, namely, 4 
company of evil-avers, who came to 
inſult and rejoice over him in his 
ſufferings: And is not this the true 


character of thoſe who crucified the 
bleſſed Jeſus ? 

PER. 18. They part my garments 
among them, &c.) Theſe words can 
be applied to David only prover- 
bially : but of the ſon of David ac- 
cording to the fleſh it was literally 
true. The ſoldiers, who crucified 
him, as if deſtined to fulfil this 

rophecy, parted his garments among 
them, 2 for his inner veflure they 
caſt lots. 

. O my God) Bp. H. reads 
elohai, which is equivalent to jahvoh 
in the preceding verſe. 

PER. 21, Deliver me) Heb. an- 
fuer me, that is, by delivering 
m 


e. 

Ibid. Unicorns) The Animal 
here meant is probably the Rhino- 
ceros, the ſtrongeſt of all animals, 
the Elephant not excepted. It has 
one horn upon its noſe, which is 
very ſtrong and grows to a conſi- 
derable length. 

PER. 24. Reverence) The Bp. 
follows the LXX in reading jagu- 
ru, and begins the period with it. 

25 Neither 


whoſe worſhip they 
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25 Neither hath he hid his face from him 
But when he cried unto him, he heard him. 
26 My praiſe ſhall be before thee 
In the full congregation ; I will 


My vows in the 


ay 
refence of thoſe that fear thee. 


27 Then ſhall the afflifted eat and be ſatisfied ; 
Thoſe that ſeek the LoRD ſhall praiſe him ; 
Their heart ſhall be revived for ever. 


28 All the remoteſt 


parts of the earth ſhall recolle& themſelves, 
And return unto the LoRD ; 


and all the families 


Of the nations ſhall proftrate themſelyes before him. 
29 For the kingdom is the LoRD's, 
And he ruleth over the nations. 


30 All the rich 


n carth ſhall eat 


And proſtrate themſelves before him; 
All that deſcend into the duſt, and cannot keep 
Themſelves alive, ſhall bow down unto him. 
31 Their ſeed ſhall ſerve him, and be reckoned 
Unto the Lord for a future generation ; 
32 Which ſhall declare to the people hereafter 
To be born his righteouſneſs ; that he hath done his. 


PER. 26. Before thee) The parti- 
cle meet ſignifies before. See Pl. cix. 18. 

PER. 27. Then ſhall the affifted 
eat) of the ſacrifice which I vowed 
when I was in trouble. See note on 
Pſal. x. 19. . 

PER. 28. Shall rerollect themſelves) 
Not long after the days of Noah 
and Th ta, all the nations of the 
earth revolted from the worſhip of 
the one true God, and are charac- 
terized, Pſal. ix. 17. as the nations 
which farget God. Here it is pro- 
pheſied, that in the days of the 
Meſſiah they ſhould, upon ſeeing 
the wonderful works of God, re- 
collec i themſelves, as it were, from 
had fallen, 
and, leaving their idols, return 
to the Loxo, and proſtrate them- 


C3 


ſelves before him. 

PER. 30. All the rich) Heb. All 
the fat ones, ſignifying all the people 
of rank and opulence. Theſe ſhall 
eat of the ſacrifices offered to the 
God of Iſrael, and, by this means, 
ſhall enter into covenant with'him. 
See Pſal. I. 4. 

PER. 30. J. 3. All that deſcend into 
the duſt, &c.) All the moſt indigent, 
who want neceſſaries to keep them- 
ſelves alive, ſhall bow down unto 
him, acknowledging the God of 
Ifrael to be their God. | 

PER. 31. I. 2. For a future gene- 
ration) or, for a people who in 
times to come ſhall ſerve him, and 
become his people as well as the 

ews. — The Bp. reads with the 

XX lader jabo. 
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PSALM XXIII. 
A Pſalm of David, 
Repreſenting Febovat's paternal care over him, firſt under the image 


of a ſhepherd, ſuperintending his flock , and then under that of a 
hoſpitable friend, entertaining him at his table in the moſt ſplendid 


and generous manner. 


I HE LoRD is my ſhepherd ; I ſhall therefore want nothing: 
e will make me to lie down in green paſtures, 
T He will mak lie down in g 
And lead me by the ſide of gentle ſtreams. 
2 He will refreſn me, and conduct me 
In right paths, for his name's ſake. | | | 
3 And, tho' I ſhould ſtray into the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
I would fear no harm; for thou wouldſt be with me: 


Thy ſtaff and thy crook, . 
They would make me eaſy. 


4 Thou ſhalt furniſh out a table before me in the very preſence 
Of mine adverſaries ; thou ſhalt anoint my head 


PER. 2. In right paths) In ſuch 
paths as are proper and ſafe for me. 
Schultens on Prov. viii. 8, 20. ſhews 
that the primary ſenſe of P is 
ſtraight in oppoſition to crooked. 
Hence it ſignifies what is right and 
fitting, as well as what 1s righteous 
and ut. have given the literal 
ſenſe of the three firſt periods with- 
out mixing it with the ſpiritual : 
and I leave it to the judgment of 
the reader, whether it be not more 


ſhepherd, under which God is re- 
preſented, through the three firſt 
periods as I have done, than to 
break in upon it in the ſecond pe- 
riod, and then return to it in the 
third, as all other tranſlators have 
nane. > 

PRE R. 3. Though I ſhould ſtray) 
The Hebrew verb ſignifies any 
progreſſive motion, and ſhould al- 


elegant to carry on the image of a 


With fragrant oil, and my cup ſhall be plentifully ſupplied. 
5 Doubtleſs 2% goodneſs and loving-kindneſs ſhall follow me 

All the days of my life; and I ſhall dwell 

In the houſe of the LoRD to a good old age. 


ways be tranſlated by ſuch a word 
as beſt ſuits the ſubject. When 
uſed of motion upon wings it ſhould 
be rendered flying ; when of rivers 
running; when of ſhips ſailing. See 
Pſal. civ. 3,10, 25. where it is uſed 
in theſe ſeveral ſenſes. Here, where 
Jehovah is repreſented as a /hepherd, 
and David as one of his Jock, the 
context requires that it ſhould be 
rendered ray. See alſo note on 
Pſal. xii. 2. | 
Ibid. Into the valley, &c.) A val- 
ley overſpread with the horrors of 
darkneſs and of death, being thick- 
ſhaded with trees, and infeſted by 
wolves; | 
Ibid. They would make me eaſy) Thy 
protection will diſpel all my fears. 
PER. 5. And I ſball hel) Both 
ſenſe and metre directed Bp. H. to 
read vejaſabti, as the ancient inter- 
preters fead it. See Plal. xxvii. 4. 
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PSALM XXIV. 


A Pfalm of David, 


Deſcribing the qualifications of that nation which ſhall be accounted 
worthy to be God's peculiar people, and aſſerting them ts. the people 


of Iſrael. 


I HE earth and all it contains is the Loxp's, 
The world and they that dwell therein : 
2 For he laid the foundation of it above the ſeas, 
And eſtabliſhed it above the floods. 


3 Which nation ſhall 


up to the mountain of the Lox ? 


And which ſhall ſtand before him in his holy place ? 

4 That nation which hath clean hands and a pure heart, 
Which hath not addicted its mind to falſehood, 
Nor ſworn with intent to deceive. 

5 Such is the nation which ſeeketh the Logp, 
Which ſeeketh thy face, O thou God of Jacob. 


PER. 3. Which nation) How the 
interro atory mi is to be rendered, 
the anſwer in Per. 5. to which it 
refers will determine. The anſwer 
is, that the nation which at preſent 
worſhips Jehovah, is the nation 
properly qualified to ſtand before 
him in his holy place; therefore 
mi ought not to be rendered who 
or what man, but what or which na- 
tion. Thus in Deut. xxxiii. 29. it 
ſhould be tranſlated not who, but 
What nation is like unto thee, O 
people ſaved by Jehovah ?—In the 
1ſt Per. David aſſerts that the earth 
and all the nations of it are the 
Lord's; in the 2d he aſſigns the 
reaſon for it; in the 3d he propoſes 


this queſtion, If the earth and all 


the nations of it be the LoRp's, 
which of them ſhall be admitted to 
worſhip him, as his peculiar peo- 
ple, on his holy mountain? When 
David compoſed this pſalm, he 
ſeems to have had his eye upon 
the words which God commanded 


Moſes to tell the Iſraelites, when 
he firſt ſpoke to him from mount 
Sinai, Exod. xix. 5. F indeed ye 
will obey my voice, and keep my cove- 
nant ; then ye ſhall be unto me a pecu- 
liar treaſure : although all the nations 
of the earth be mine, 

PER. 4. To falſehood) Thus ſor 
ought to be rendered in the third 
command. Thou =_ 8 alledge = 
name of fehovah thy God to a falſe- 
Hood 77 Fehovah will not ul 2 
guiltleſs who alledgeth his name to a 


falſehoed, — In this period Dad 


enumerates the qualifications re- 
quired of that nation which ſhould 
pretend to the honour of being 
God's peculiar people. 

PER. 5. Such is the nation) dor 
ſignifies a generation of men living 
at the ſame time in the ſame coun- 
try; and therefore may properly be 
rendered nation. This is the mean- 
ing of it, Iſai. liii. 8. ho can de- 
ſcribe his generation, that is, the ge- 
neration with which he lived, or, his 


6 4 | nation ; 


4 


Ann this 
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6 Such ſhall receiye bleſſing from the Loxp, | 

And righteouſneſs from the God of its ſalvation. 
7 Lift up your heads, 'O ye gates, 

And be ye lift up, yeeverlaſting doors, 

That the king © glory may come in. 


$ Who is this King of glory ? 


It is the Logp ſtrong and mighty, 


The Loxp mighty in battle. 


9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates, | 
And be ye lift up, ye everlaſting doors, 
That the King of glory may come 1n. 


10 Who is this King of glory? 


It is the Loxp of hoſts; He is the king of glory. 


nation ; fer by it he was cut off out 
of the land of the living. — At the 
end of the firſt line of this period, 


Bp. H. reads doreſt jabvob; at the 


end of the ſecond el jayhob, which 
1s undoubtedly the true reading. 
10d David determines, 
that the nation which at preſent 
worſhips Jehovah, as the God of 
Jag ad the qualifications re- 
quiree&; and conſequently was not 
only to be admitted to worſhip him 
on his holy mountain, but 2 
ceive the privileges annexed 
uch an honour. . 
PER. 6.) In this period he de- 
ſeribes the privileges of ſuch a na- 
tion, namely, Jehovah's bleſſing 


aud his righteouſneſs, or his teſti- 
TR aa, of its righteouſneſs. If it 


| And teſtimony is; I anſwer, Jeho- 


be aſked what this bleſſing 


vah's dwelling among them, as 


their God: and therefore in the 


next period the gates of Sion, not 
the gates of the Tabernacle, are 


called upon to open, that Jehovah 


may enter in, and give the nation 
this teſtimony of its righteouſneſs 
and his bleſſing. Hence the Iſra- 
elitiſh nation is called the righteous 


, 4 . 
nation, Iſaiah xxvi. 1, 2. 


In the land of Judab we have a city, 
God will appoint ſalvation for wails and 
bulwarks. 
* yo the gates, that the R16uTEOUs NAT ON 
ich keepeth the truth may enter in. 


PER. 5. and 6.) The reader will 


obſerve that I have tranſpoſed theſe 

two periods. Both ſenſe and con- 

nection ſhew, that they originally 

_ in the order I have placed 
em. 


Per.8. Who is this King of glry?) | 


David puts this queſtion into the 


>mouths of the inhabitants of Sion 


for the ſake of the anſwer returned 
in the next words. It is Jehovah, 
the Lord of hoſts, who will march 
before your armie and protect 
your nation, that V Bo to 
dwell angel; you. . This pſalm 
viewed, if the light in which this 
tranſlation places it, is eaſy and 
connected, and ap to be one 
of the moſt beautiful and finiſhed 
pieces in this collection: whereas 
in all the tranſlations which I have 
ſeen, it is ſo Gita, and for 


that reaſon ſo difficuſt, that it is 
ſcarce poſſible to diſcover, what is 
the aim and drift of the pſalmiſt, 
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In 
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PSALM XXV. 
A Pſalm of David, 
In which he imploreth the favour and protection of Gad; and be- 


ſeecheth him to direct bim in his 


deliver him from his enemies. 


ways, to pardon his fins, and to 


bg 


I NTO thee, O Loxp, do I lift up 
My foul; for thou art my God. 
2 Upon thee do I rely; let me not be put to ſhame, 
Neither let mine enemies triumph over me. 
2 Let none that wait on thee be put to ſhame z | 


Let thoſe be 


t to ſhame who are faithleſs without cauſe. 


4 Shew me thy ways, O Lozp, ' 


And teach me thy paths. 


; Make me to walk in thy truth 
For thou art the God of my ſalvation. | 

6 Teach me, O Lox, for thy goodneſs' ſake ; 
On thee do I wait all the day long. 


PR. 2. Upon thee) This is the 


firſt of thoſe pſalms which are 


called Alphabetical from pe- 
riod's beginning with a different 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet in its 
order. And nothing can afford a 
ſtronger proof of the careleſſneſs of 
the Jews in tranſcribing their Scrip- 
tures. For what plainer direction 
can be had than this? And yet 
plain as it is, they have neglected 
it, and out of 22 periods in this 
pſalm, there are at preſent no leſs 
than three, which do not 4,7 
with the letter they ought. Bp. H. 
has, by the direction of the alpha- 
bet and the help of the metre, rec- 
tified theſe blunders, and reſtored 
the true reading in no leſs than five 
or fix places, — He begins this pe- 
riod with beca, and reſtores elobai to 
the verſe above, ſupplying after it 
attah, 

PER. 6. Teach me, &c.) As every 
different period of this pſalm be- 


3 


gins with a. different letter of the 


alphabet in its order, this ought to 
have begun with the letter van. 
and as every period has two verſes 
in it, this ought to have had two ; 
whereas at preſent it has but one. 
Here then is a defect in the He- 
brew of a whole verſe beginnin 
with vau. This deficiency Bp. H. 
has nobly ſupplied. By the ap 
cation of his metre it appeared, - 
that the period above this had a 
word of five ſyllables, namely, ve- 
lammedeni, and teach me, which were 
more than were neceſſary to the 
verſe or ſenſe; and that the ſecond 
period below this had three words, 
namely, limyan fubeca jab, for thy 
—. ate, O LORD, which were 
more than were nec to the 
verſe or ſenſe; which three words 
when added to the other word of 
five ſyllables, made a verſe which 
exactly ſuited the remaining verſe 
of this period, and which began 
with 


pli- 
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7 Call to mind thy tender mercies, O Logp, | 
And thy loving-kindneſſes, which thou haſt ſhewn me of old. 
8 Remember not the fins of my youth, nor my tranſgreſſions ; 
But think of me according to thy loving-kindneſs. | 
The Lord is good and upright 
Therefore he will inſtruct ſinners in the way. 
10 He will guide the humble in judgment, 
And teach the meek his way. 
11 All the paths of the Loxp are loving-kindneſs and faithfulneſs 
To thoſe who keep his covenant and his teſtimonies. 
12 For thy name's ſake, O Lord, hear my voice; 
And pardon my iniquity ; for it is great. 
12 Who is the man that feareth the LoRxD? 
Him will he inſtru& in the way he ſhould chuſe. 


14 He himſelf ſhall live in plenty, 


And his ſeed ſhall inherit the land. 
15 Thoſe, who fear the Logp, have his counſel 
And his covenant to inſtruct them. 
16 Mine eyes are always upon the Lord 
For it is he that conducteth my feet out of the net. 
17 Look towards me, and be gracious unto me; 
For I am helpleſs and afflicted. | 
18 The troubles of my heart begin to enlarge themſelves, 
On, bring thou me out of my diſtreſſes. 
19 Draw near, and behold my affliction and my miſery ; 


And forgive me all my ſins. 


with vau, the very letter of the al- 
phabet with which it ought to be- 
gin, Now what can be a ſtronger 
argument of a metre's being the 
true metre, than that, upon the ap- 


plication of it, one word ſhould be' 


found in one period redundant both 
with regard to ſenſe and verſe, and 
that three other words, redundant 
likewiſe, ſhould be found in another 
period ; and that theſe words, 
when joined together, ſhould make 
a compleat verſe, ſuitable both in 
metre and ſenſe to the other verſe ? 


At the ſame time what plainer in- 


ſtance can be had of the uſcfulneſs 


and importance of the Biſhop's diſ- 
covery ? | 

PER. 12. Hear my voice) The 
Bp. ingeniouſly ſupplies a defect 
both in verſe and ſenſe with ſimyah 
kali, hear my voice. | 

PER. 19. Draw near) The firſt 
word of this period at preſent be- 
gins with 7e, whereas, according 
to the order of the alphabet, it 
ought to begin with ph. The 
Bp. has ſupplied Ferab, draw near, 
which ſuits the place extremely 
well, and is perhaps the only word 
beginning with ph which will 
uit it. 


20 Look 
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20 Look upon mine enemies, for they are many; 
And they bear me a violent hatred. SON 
21 Preſerve my life, and deliver me ; 
Let me not be put to ſhame ; for I truſt in thee. 
22 Let integrity and g preſerve me; 


For I wait on thee, O 


Deliver Iſrael, O God, 
Out of all his diſtreſſes. 


PSALM XXVI. 


A Pſalm of David, 


IWho, being charged with crimes he was not guilty of, entreateth the 
Lord to ſupport his innocence ;, declareth that the company of the 
wicked was his abborrence, and the worſhip of God his delight 3 
hopeth therefore that God will not cut him off with evil-dger-, 
nay, aſſureth himſelf of his ſupport. ; 


i 


dicate me, O Lox, for I walk in my integrity; 


| And, ſince I rely upon thee, let me not ſlide. 
2 Search me, O Lord, and prove me; 
Examine my reins and my heart. | 
3 For thy loving-kindneſs is before mine eyes, 


And I walk in thy truth. 


4 I fit not down with deceitful men, 
Neither do I walk with diſſemblers. 
5 I hate the company of evil doers, 
And fit not down with the wicked. 
6 I waſh my hands in innocency, 


And go round thy altar, 


O Lox, to publiſh 2% praiſe with my voice, 
And to recount all thy wonderful works. 


PER. 22. O Lord) The LXX 
read adonai, O Lord; the Bp. as the 
metre directs, ſupplies the ſame.— 
This period begins with the laſt 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, and 
concludes the pſalm. The period 
which follows was added by ſome 
other hand, poſſibly by the High 
Prieſt or the Chief Muſician, 

PER. 1. Since I rely) The LXX 
read boFeh, which ſeems to be the 


true reading ; and as it is oppoſed 
to, ſide, it muſt ſignify zo rely, or 
rather, to lean upon. Agreeably to 
this it is ſaid in the laſt period, 
My foot flandeth firm. —This pſalm 
was probably wrote under the per- 
ſecution of Saul, whoſe courtiers 
to pleaſe their Maſter were con- 
ſtantly charging David with crimes 
he was not guilty of. 


+ I love 
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7 I love the houſe, O Lox, where thou reſideſt, 
And the place where thy Glory dwelleth. 
8 Oh, take not off my foul with ſinners, 
Nor my life with bloody men ; 
9 In whoſe hands is miſchief, 
And whoſe right hand is full of bribes. 
10 But as for me, I walk in my integrity; 
Deliver me, and be 10us unto me. 
11 My foot ſtandeth firm on even ground, 
I ſhall ti bleſs the Loxo in the congregation. 


PSALM XXVII. 
A Pſalm of David, | 
Who, being perſecuted by his enemies, and in danger of bis life from 
falſe witneſſes, teſtifieth his entire confidence in the protection of 
the Almighty ; beſeecheth him to continue his favour ; and is per- 


ſuaded he will never forſake him. 
: FHE Lozp is my light and m ſalvation ; whom then 
| T ſhould I fear? . y 


The Lox is the ſafeguard of my life; of whom then ſhould 
2 Whenever the wicked, even mine adverſaries, [I be afraid? 
And mine enemies, come againſt me to eat up my fleſh, 
They ſtumble and fall. 
3 Tho” an hoſt ſhould encamp againſt me, 
Yet ſhould not my heart be afraid; and tho? war 
Should ariſe againſt me, yet would I rely upon this: 
4 This one thing would I aſk of the Logpp, 
(And I would entreat it of him) that I might dwell 
In the houſe of the Loxp all the days of my life, 
To behold the gracious countenance of the Loxp, 
And to conſult him in his temple : 
5 For he would keep me ſafe in his pavilion 
In the day of calamity ; he would hide me 
In the ſecret place of his tabernacle, and ſet me 
Upon an inacceſſible rock. 


PER. 3. I would rely upon this) 
Upon what? Why, upon the di- 
vine protection, which is deſcribed 
in the two next periods in the fi- 


where no enemy could approach 
to hurt him. Compare Pſ. xxxi. 21. 
xci. 1. I have therefore carried on 


the ſenſe by repeating the word 


gurative terms of being admitted 
to dwell in the houſe of the Lorp, 


This in the next period. 


6 Even 


15 


roach 
£1.21. 
2d on 
word 


Even 
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6 Even now ſhall my head be exalted 
Above mine enemies round about me; 
And I will offer in his tabernacle 
Sacrifices of thankſgiving z I will ſing 
And give praiſe to the Loud. 
Hear my voice, O Lozp, now I call; 
Be gracious unto me, and anſwer me. 
g When thou ſaidſt, Seek my face; 
My heart ſaid unto thee, _ 
Thy face, O Loxp, will I ſeek. 
g Hide not thy face from me, 
Nor turn thy ſervant away in diſpleaſure. 
10 Thou haſt hitherto been my help ; Oh caſt me not off, 
Neither forſake me, thou God of my ſalvation. 
11 Tho? my father and my mother ſhould forſake me, 
Yet let the Loxp take me in. 
12 Teach me thy way, O Loxp, 459 
And lead me in a plain | | 2 
Path, becauſe of thoſe that watch my ſteps. 
13 Deliver me not up to the will 
Of mine adverſaries; for falſe witneſſes, 
And thoſe that threaten violence, are riſen againſt me. 
14 I ſhould fink under my trouble, but that I truſt to ſee 
The goodneſs of the Loxp in the land of the living. 
15 Wait for the help of the Lord be couragious, 
And he ſhall ſupport thy heart. 


PER. 6. Thankſgiving) Bp. H. PRERR. 15. Wait for the help of the 
reads 7odah, ſacrifices of praiſe and Lord) Theſe words with the addi- 
thankſgiving being no uncommon tion of vau, and, are repeated again 
expreſſions in Scripture, and the at the end of this period. But the 
metre requires it. Bp. thinks the repetition to be 

PR. 13. For falſe witneſſes, &c.) owing to the careleſſneſs of the 
Theſe words determine this pſalm tranſcriber, which is extremel 
to have been wrote under the per- probable : I have therefore omitt 
ſecution of Saul. them. 
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PSALM XXVIII. 


| A Pſalm of David, 
In which he entreateth God to defend him from the malice and arti. 
| fice of his heathen enemies, and from the judgments that ſhould 
fall upon them. He then praiſeth God for the care he had taken 
of him, truſteth in his aſſiſtance, and prayeth for the proſperity of 


the Hraelites. 


1 1 Call upon thee, O Loxp, my rock: 
Hold not thy peace; left, if thou be ſilent, 
I ſhould become like thoſe who go down into the pit. 
2 Hear the voice of my ſupplications, | 


While I oy unto thee, 
While I Ii 


up my hands towards thy holy oracle. 


3 Oh take me not off with the wicked, 
Neither deſtroy me with the practiſers of idolatry ; - 


With thoſe who treat of peace with their neighbours, 
While miſchief is in their hearts. | 


4 Repay them according to their works, 


And according to their injurious practices; 
Recompenſe them after the work of their hands, 
And render to them their deſerts. | 
5 Becauſe they will not attend to the works 
Of the Lox, nor to the operation of his hands, 
He will pull them down and never build them up. 
6 Bleſſed be the LoxD my God, | 
Becauſe he hath heard the voice of my ſupplications. 
7 The Loxp is my ſtrength and my ſhield ; 
When I rely upon him, then am I helped ; 
Therefore my heart ſhall rejoice in him, 
And in my ſong will I celebrate him. 
8 The Lox is the ſtrength of his people, 
And the ſafe- guard of his anointed. 


9 Save thy people, O God, 
And bleſs thine inheritance ; 


Feed them and exalt them for ever. 


PER. 3. Neither deſtroy me) Bp. 
H. reads with the LXX al tesop, 
deſtroy me not, which both ſenſe and 
metre require. 

PER. G. My God) A word being 
wanting to compleat the verſe the 


Bp. ſupplies elohai, my Cod. 

PER. 8. Of his people) The LXX 
read leyammo, of his people, which is 
undoubtedly the true reading. The 
Bp. approves of it. See Per. 9. 


and Pial. xxix. . 
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PSALM XXIX. 


47 


. 


A Pſalm of David, 


ond On the majeſty and glory of Jebovab, uben he preſdeth o over - the 


ſtorm, and uttereth his voice in thunder. 


SCRIBE to the Lord, ye princes, 
Aſcribe to the Loxp glory and power; 
2 Aſcribe to the Loxp the glory due unto his name; 
Proſtrate yourſelves before the Loxp in his beautiful ſanctuary. 
3 The voice of the Loxp, the God of glory, is upon the waters; 


It is the Loxp who thundereth upon the 


Waters. 


4 The voice of the Lox is full of power, the voice of the Lon 
1 he voice of the Loxp breaketh the cedars; [is full of majeſty, 
It is the Lonp who breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 
; He maketh Lebanon to ſkip like a calf, 
And Sirion like a young unicorn. © 
6 The voice of the Lorp pointeth the Aaſhes of "II 
The voice of the Loxp ſhaketh the wilderneſs ; 
It is the Loxp who ſhaketh the wilderneſs of Kadeſn: 
The voice of the Lorp maketh the oaks to tremble, 
And layeth bare the foreſts: and in his temple 
His voice proclaimeth his glory, 


PER. 3. The voice of the Lord, 
the God of glory, 1s upon the waters ) 
that is, the thunder, called here the 
voice of the Lord, is upon the wa- 
ters collected in the clouds. The 
Maſorets make el haccabsd the no- 
minative to the following verb; 
but in my judgment it is more ele- 
gant to conſider it as in oppoſition t 
with jahvoh, and in all probability 
it ought to follow it. 

PER, 6. Pointeth the flaſhes of 
lightning) Heb. Cutteth out flames of 
fre, that is, into the-form in whic 
they appear when it lighteneth. 
But I could not tell how to expreſs 
this better than, pointeth the flaſhes 
of lightning, that is, giveth them 
their point to penetrate and power 
to kill, unleſs it ſhould be — 


ed, The voice of the Lord flaſbeth out 
flames of lightning. 

PER. 7. Maketh the oaks to trem- 
ble) Thus the Hebrew words may 
be rendered ; and, as the learned 
Dr. Lowth obſerves, the words 
following, as well as the reſt of the 
images uſed in this pſalm, Juſtify 

this verſion, 

PER. 7. l. 3. His voice As this 
p_ 1s wholly employed in cele- 

rating the voice of the LORD, one 
cart help ſuſpecting that the tran- 
ſcriber has begun this word with 
a caph inſtead of a koph ; and I don't 
doubt but that when the MISS are 
collated, we ſhall find this to be 
the true reading. Le Clerc and 
Bp. H. are of opinion that in his 
temple means in the heavens : if ſo, 


the 
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8 The Loxp preſideth over the ſtorm; 
The Lok ſhall preſide king for ever. 


The Loxp will give power to his people 
l The Loxp will bleſs his people with peace. 


PSALM XXX. 
e 

Wherein be thanketh God for having recovered bim from a ſickneſ; 
which had brougbt him to the very gates of death ;, acknowledgeth 
that proſperity had made him forget himſelf, and that God had 

cbaſtened him to bring him to @ ſenſe of bis weakneſs and depend. 
ence; vows therefore to praiſe God continually. 

I 1 extol thee, O Loxp; for thou haſt raiſed me up, 

| And not ſuffered mine enemies to rejoice over me. 

2 When I cried unto thee, O Loxp 

My God, thou didſt heal me: 
3 Thou didſt bring up my life, O Lox, from the grave, 


And recover me from among thoſe who go down into the pit. 
4 Sing praiſe unto the Loxo, O ye his ſaints, 

And celebrate his holy name : 
5 For his anger is only for a moment; but his favour is 
For life, Sorrow may continue for an evening; 

But joy cometh before the morning. k 


6 In my proſperity I ſaid within myſelf, 


"I ſhall 


never be removed! 


7 Thou by thy favour, O Lox, 
Hadſt given ſuch firmneſs to my health: 
But no ſooner didſt thou hide thy face than I was in diſorder, 


the meaning of the latter part of 
the period is obvious. But it ma 
ſignify in his tabernacle, and then his 
voice muſt mean his voice from the 
Merdy-ſeat. | 

PER. 8. Over the florm) Heb. 
Over the flood: but as the context 
determines it to mean the body of 
water in the clouds which accam- 
panies thunder and lightning, and 
which ſometimes deluges, as it 
were, the earth, I render it, the 
florm. See Pal. xlii. 7. where even 
tehom ſignifies a body of water in 
the clouds. 

A Pſalm of David) Two titles 
are prefixed to this pſalm in the 
Hebrew: the one, A pſalm of Da- 


vid; the other, 4 /ong at the dedi- 
cation of the houſe. "Theſe the tran- 
ſeribers have blended together: 
but the context of the pſalm ſhews 
that the latter title is interpolated, 

PER. 4. Name) Heb. Memorial, 
which is equivalent to name, See 
Exod. iii. 15. Hoſ. xii. 5, I have 


therefore ſubſtituted name for it, 


becauſe more intelligible. _ 
PRR. 7. To my health) The LXX 
read hadri, which ſignifies the 
comelineſs and bloom which at- 
tends health. This Mr. Mudge 
and F. Houbigant vindicate for the 
true reading. And indeed, the two 
readings differ only in a ſimilar 


letter. 
8 Then 
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8 Then I cried unto thee, O LoxD ; | | 
And to the LoRD I made my ſupplication, unt, 
9 What advantage can ariſe from my blood, if I go down 
Jo the pit? Can the duſt celebrate thee ? 
Can it publiſh zo the world thy faithfulneſs ? * 
10 Hear me, O LoRD, and be gracious unto me; 
Be thou, O LoRD, my helper. 
11 Then didſt thou turn my — | 
Into joy; thou didſt put off my ſackcloth; 
And gird me with à robe of gladneſs. 
12 Wherefore my tongue ſhall ſing praiſe 
Unto thee without ceaſing ; O Lon 
My God, I will celebrate thee for ever: ; 


PSALM XXXI. 
A Pfalm of David. 
tho, being purſued by his enemies, probably in hit retreat from 
Keilah, entreateth the Lord to deliver him. He then returneth. 
. thanks that his prayers were beard, - 


1 J Make thee, O LoRD, my refuge, 
Let me never be put to ſhame ; 

Reſeue me for thy righteouſneſs? ſake: 
2 Bow down thine ear to me, 

And make haſte to deliver me; 

Be thou unto me a rock for protection. 
3 Be thou unto me a fortified caſtle to ſave me; 

For thou haſt ever been my ſtrong hold and my fortreſs, 
4 For thy name's ſake; O LoRD, 

Lead me and conduct me; | 
5 Bring me out of the net 3 | 

Which they have laid for me; for thou art my ſafeguard. - 
6 Into thy hands I commit my ſpirit; | 

For thou haſt redeemed me, O LoRD, thou God of truth. 
7 I hate thoſe that regard lying vanities, 

And I rely on the LoRD. 
8 I will be glad and rejoice . tp 

In thy loving-kindneſs ; becauſe thou haſt looked 

Upon my affliction, and owned my ſoul when in trouble: 
9 Thou haſt not ſhut me up in the hand of the enemy, 

But haſt ſet my feet in a place of liberty. 

PER. g. Thou haſt not ſhut me up) bitants would have delivered him 
Probably, in Keilah, whoſe inha- into Saul's hands. 1 Sam. xxiii.7. 

| D to Be 
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Be gracious unto me, O LoRD; for I am in diſtreſs : 
Mine eye is waſted away with fretting, 175 
Yea, my foul and my body. 
11 My life is conſumed with grief, 
And my years with ſighing; . 
My ſtrength faileth becauſe of my affliction, 
And my bones are waſted away, 
HBecauſe of all mine adverſaries. | 
12 I am become a heavy reproach to my neighbours, 
And a horror to my acquaintance z 
Thoſe who ſee me abroad fly from me. 
13 I am forgotten, as a dead man out of mind; 
am become like a broken veſſel. 
14 For I hear the ſlanders of many; 
Terror is on every fide, while they conſpire 
Againſt me, and lay plots to take away my life. 
15 But as for me I rely upon thee, O Loxp; | 
I fay, Thou art my God. 
16 The times of my deliverance are in thy hand; Oh, reſcue me 
From the hands of mine enemies and my perſecutors. 
17 Look graciouſly upon thy ſervant; | 
Save me, O Lox, for thy loving-kindneſs* ſake. 
18 Let me not be put to ſhame, becauſe I call upon thee ; 
Let the wicked be put to ſhame, and cut off tor the grave. 
19 Let the lying lips be ſtruck dumb, 
Which ſpeak hard things againſt the righteous 
Man, with infolence and ſcorn. 
How great is thy goodneſs, O LoRD, 
Which thou treaſureſt up for thoſe who fear thee ; 
Which thou provideſt for thoſe who make thee their refuge 
Before the ſons of men! 
21 Thou hideſt them in the ſecret place of thy preſence 
From the rugged tempers of men; thou keepeſt them ſafe 
In thy pavilion from contentious tongues. 
22 Blefled be the LoRD; for he hath ſhewn me 
Diſtinguiſhed kindneſs in a fortified city. 


50 


10 


20 


Pr R. 11. Becauſe of my affliction) 
The LXX read yeni, the ſame 
word which occurs in Per. 8. which 
ſeems to be the true reading. 

PER. 22. He hath ſhewn me, &c.) 
When David conſulted God, whe- 
ther the jnhabitants of Keilah 


would deliver him up, he ſhewed 
him diſtinguiſhed kindneſs in re- 
vealing to him their intended 
treachery. 1 Sam. xxiii. 12. —Bp. 
H. ſupplies jabveh in Per, 20. from 
the LXX. 


231 


we. 


efuge 


ſafe 


hewed 
in re- 
tended 
— Bp. 
, from 


231 


THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 51 


23 I faid indeed in my flight, 


J am now cut off 


m before thine eyes * 


Nevertheleſs thou heardeſt the voice of my ſupplications, 


When I cried unto thee. 


24 Love the LoRD, all ye his faints 
For the LORD preſerveth the faithful, 
But abundantly repayeth the inſolent man. 
25 Be couragious, all ye that wait 
For the LoRD, and he will ſtrengthen your hearts, 


PSALM XXXII. 
A Pſalm of David, 


In which he acknowledgeth, that Man's true happineſs conſiſts in the 
pardon of his fins, and that this is only to be obtained by a ſincere 
confeſſion of them to God, David therefore exhorteth men not to 
conceal their fins as he had done, but to confeſs and forſake them, 


I Hu is he whoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiven, 


And whoſe ſin is covered! Happy 


The man to whom the LoRD imputeth not iniquity, 
And in whoſe ſpirit is no guile ! 
2 While I confeſſed not my fin, my bones waſted away 
Through my daily complaining. 
3 For thy hand was heavy upon me 
Day and night ; my natural moiſture 
Was turned into the drought of ſummer. 
4 At length J acknowledged my fin unto thee, 
And did not hide mine iniquity : 
I faid within myſelf, I will confeſs, 
To the LoRD my tranſgreſſions ; and then 
Thou forgaveſt mine iniquity and my fin. 


On this account 2 


good man ſhall pray 


To thee in the ſeaſon when thou mayeſt be found: 


Pr. 23. In my flight) When 
Saul purſued him through the wil- 
derneſs of Maon, after he had e- 
ſcaped out of Keilah. 

PRR. 4. I. 5. My iniquity and my fin) 
A 72d has been dropped at the end 
of the former Hebrew word, and a 
dau at the beginning of the latter, 


D 


which is the reaſon why theſe two 
words have been looked updn as 
in conſtruction. In the former part 
of the period, David ſays, I ac- 
knowledged my 3 and m ſin, 
in the latter, Thou forgaveſt my 
iniquity and my ſin. 


Then 
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Then aſſuredly, when the great waters overflow, 
, They ſhall not come nigh him. | 
6 Then he may ſay, Thou art my hiding-place ; thou preſerveſt 


me from diſtreſs ; 


Thou ſurroundeſt me with ſongs of deliverance. 
I will inſtruct thee; and direct thee in the way 
Thou ſhouldſt go; I will keep mine eye upon thee. 
8 Be not like to horſe or mule, which have no underſtanding z 
Whoſe mouths muſt be under the command of bit 
And bridle, elſe they will not come near thee. 
9 Many are the plagues that await the wicked man; 
But as to the man who relieth on the LoRD, 
Loving-kindneſs ſhall ſurround him. 


| PSALM XXXIII. | 

The pſalmiſt exhorteth the righteous to praiſe God for the goodneſs, 
righteouſneſs, and power, which appear in his works of creation 
and providence. He then. repreſenteth God as ſeeing all things, 
examining the actions of men, aud diſplaying bis mercy towards 


thoſe who rely on him. 


I E glad and rejoice in the LoRD, O ye righteous, 
And ſhout for joy, all ye who ase upright in heart. 
2 Shout for joy unto the LORD, O ye righteous, 
For praiſe becometh the upright. 
3 Celebrate the LoRD on the harp, 
Sing praiſe to him on the ten- ſtringed lute. 


4 Sing unto him a new ſong, 


Play ſkilfully, with joyful voices 


PER. 5. When the great waters 
overfinw) that is, when calamities 
(which are here repreſented under 
the image of overflowing waters) 
are ſent abroad into the world, 
they thall not come near the good 
man. | 

PER. 7. [will keep) Upon com- 
paring the LXX's verſion of this 
verb, and of the firſt verb in Prov. 
xvi. 30. it appears that they read 
the ſame verb here as there, name- 
ly, yah, to keep the oye fixed upon 
an object: So that the od has been 
inſerted in this verb through care- 


leſſneſs. See F. Houbigant. — The 
meaning is, I will not only inſtruc} 
thee in the right way; but I wall keep 
mine eye upon thee, that if thou ſhouldft 


tray from it, 1 may bring thee back 


again. 

PER, x. Be glad) This pſalm 
had, no doubt, à title prefixed to it 
as well as the reſt, and is probably 
David's ; but the tranſcribers have 
dropped the title, and, what is 
worſe, have added to the foregoing 
pſalm, the period which ought to 
begin this, See Bp. H. and Mr. M. 
I have reſtored it to its proper place. 


5 Far 


eſt 
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5 For the word of the LoRD is upright, 
And all his works are faithful. 

6 He loveth juſtice and judgment; 
The earth is full of the goodneſs of the Lok. 


7 By the word of the LoRD were the heavens made, 


And all the hoſt of them by the breath of his mouth. 

8 He gathereth the waters of the ſea together, as on a heap z 
He 5 up the deep in his treaſuries. | 

9 Let all the earth fear the LoR D; 
Let all the inhabitants of the world 
Stand in awe of him; for he ſpoke, Io 
And it exiſted ; he commanded, and it roſe into being. 

10 The LoRD diſappointeth the counſel of the nations; 
He bringeth to nought the devices of the people. 

11 But the counſel of the LoRD ſtandeth for ever, 
And the purpoſes of his heart to all generations. 

12 Happy is the nation whoſe God is the Lo Rp, 
And the people he hath choſen for his inheritance ! 

13 The LoRD looketh down from heaven, 
He beholdeth all the ſons of men, 

14 He ſurveyeth from his dwelling-place 
All the inhabitants of the earth. 

15 He who formed all their hearts 
Attendeth to all their works. 

16 No king is ſaved by the number of his forces, | 
Neither is the mighty man delivered by the greatneſs of his 

17 The horſe is not to be depended on for ſafety, [ ſtrength. 
Nor can he reſcue any by his great courage. | 

18 Behold, the eye of the LoRD is upon thole that fear him, 
And upon thoſe who wait patiently for his loving-kindneſs ; 


19 To deliver their fouls from death, 


And to preſerve them alive in the time of dearth. 
20 Our fouls wait for the LORD; 
He is our help and our ſhield. 
21 Our hearts ſhall rejoice in him, 
Becauſe we rely on his holy name. 
22 Let thy loving-kindneſs, O LoRD, be upon us, 
Since we patiently wait for thee. 


PER. 9. It roſe into being) Heb. The verb may likewiſe be render- 
It ſtaod up, that is, at God's com- ed, It ſtoad firm, Let the reader 
mand; or more - ſuitably to the chuſe which rendering he likes 
ſubject ſpoken of, It roſe ints being. belt, 
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PSALM XXXIV. 
A Pſalm of David, | 
When he diſguiſed his underſtanding before Abimelech; who 
| drove him away, and he departed. 


David praiſeth God for delivering him, when be was diſcovered by 
the Philiſtines in the city of Gath. He repreſenteth God's care and 
protection of his children, the advantages which the fear of God 


T; i. Prog -le. 


procures them, and the fatal lot of the wicked. 


1 J Will bleſs the LoRD on every occaſion ; 
His praiſe ſhall be always in my mouth. 
2 My ſoul ſhall make her boaſt in the Loxp; 
The humble ſhall hear and be glad, 


5 They looked up to him and were enlightened 


And delivereth him from all his troubles. 


8 The angel of the LoRD enca 


_— round thoſe 


Who fear him, that he may reſcue them. 
g9 Taſte and experience that the LoRD is gracious 
Happy is the man who maketh him his refuge ! 


PER. 5. They looked up, &c.) This 
is the ſecond alphabetical pſalm; 
and, like the firſt, it affords in- 
ſtances of the careleſſneſs of Jewiſh 
tranſcribers. Every period in this 
pſalm begins with a different letter 
of the Hebrew alphabet in its or- 
der; and every period, except this 
and the next, conſiſts of two verſes, 
in the ſame manner as the xxv 
Pfal. does. It is highly probable 
therefore that theſe two periods 
conſiſted of the ſame. But if they 
did, the two latter verſes of them 


are now wanting; and as the an- 
cient verſions have not retained 
the ſenſe, we can only gueſs at it. 
But as this would be mere con- 
jecture, it is better to leave it to be 
ſupplied by MSS, if any can be 
found ſo ancient as to retain it. 

PER. 7. I ben the diftreſſed man) 
reh is only brought in here to ſup- 
ply the order of the alphabet; and 
if it ſhould be tranſlated at all, 
ſhould be rendered as in our old 
tranſlation, Zo. 


10 Fear 
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10 Fear the LorD, O ye his ſaints; 

For they who fear him want nothing, 
11 The young lions want and ſuffer hunger ; 

But thoſe who ſeek the LORD want nothing that is good. 
12 Come, ye youths, = ear unto me; 


J will teach you the 


ear of the LoRD. 


13 Who is the man that delighteth in lite, 
And is deſirous to ſee good days? 


14 Keep thy tongue from evil; 


14 " ge? 
„ 


And thy lips from uttering deceit: 


15 Depart from evil, and do 
Seek peace, and purſue it. 


good 


16 For the face of the LORD is againſt them that do eyil, 
To cut off the memory of them from the earth : 

17 But the eyes of the LoRD are upon the righteous, 
And his ears are open to their cry. | 

18 When they cry, the LoRD heareth them, 
And delivereth them out of all their diſtreſſes. 

19 The LoRD is near to the broken in heart, 
And ſaveth them who are of a contrite ſpirit. 

20 Many are the ſufferings of the righteous man ; 
But the Lokp delivereth him out of them all. 

21 The LoRD preſerveth all his bones; 


Not one of them is broken. 


22 Calamity ſhall deſtroy the wicked; 


And thoſe that hate the righteous ſhall be condemned to die. 
The LoRD reſcueth the lives of his ſervants ; 
And thoſe who make him their refuge ſhall not be con- 


demned to die. 


PER. 13. Good) The Bp. reads 
the adjective in the plural, as the 
LXX did, and as the metre re- 
quires, ; 

PER, 16 and 17.) I have changed 
the order of theſe two periods ; 


and the connection will juſtify me 


to the attentive reader. If it ſhould 
be objected, that this is an alpha- 
betical pſalm; and therefore the 
period cannot be tranſpoſed with- 


out violating the order of the al- 


phabet, which is invariable. I an- 
ſwer, that with regard to the letters 
in queſtion, gnain and pe, this or- 


D 4 


der is not invariable ; and refer the 
reader for ſatisfaction to the La- 
mentations of Jeremiah, where in 
three alphabetical chapters out of 
four, he will find pe precede gnain. 
And therefore the Hebrew Poets 
muſt have had a licence of placing 
either of the two letters firſt, as 
they pleaſed. 

5 E R. 22) This period begins 
with the laſt letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet, and concludes the pſalm. 
The following period was added 
by ſome other hand. 
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PSALM XXXV. 
A Pſalm of David, | 


Wherein he imploreth the divine aſſiſtance againſt thoſe who perſe- 
cuted him, and attempted by falſe-witneſs to take away bis life; 
deſcribeth their malice, injuſtice, and ingratitude to him, and bis 
own innocence and behaviour towards them ;, and beggeth of God 
to diſappoint their defigns and deliver his ſervant, for which be 
promiſeth be will praiſe bim. 


I ntend with them, O Lokp, that contend with me; 
Fight againſt them that fight againſt me. 
2 Lay hold of the ſhield and buckler, 
And ſtand up for my defence, 
3 Draw out the ſpear and ſword to oppoſe thoſe who perſecute me, 
Say unto my ſoul, I am thy ſalvation. 12 85 
4 Let thoſe that ſeek my life 
Be aſnamed and confounded; 
Let thoſe that deviſe my ruin 
Be put to flight and brought to confuſion. 
5 Let them be like chaff before the wind; 
And let an angel of the LoRD chaſe them. 
6 Let their way be dark and ſlippery ; 
And let an angel of the LoRD purſue them : 
7 Becauſe they have laid their net for me without provocation; 
Without provocation he hath dug a pit for my life. 
8 Let deſtruction come upon him unawares; 
And let the net which hie hath laid privately 
Catch himſelf; let him fall into the ſame deſtruction. 
9 Then ſhall my ſoul rejoice in the LoRD, 
And be overjoyed with his ſalvation. 
10 Then ſhall all my bones ſay, 


Who is like unto thee, O Lok, who delivereſt 
The diſtreſſed from the hand of him that is too ſtrong for him, 
The ciſtreſſed and needy from him that would deſpoil him? 


PER.) The Bp. has made con- the change of the plural number 
ſtruction and good ſenſe of this pe- into the ſingular. 
riod by reſtoring the word feht to PER. 10. From the hand) The 
its proper place, which the tran- LXX read jad, the hand The Bp. 


!-r:bers had tranſpoſed.--Saul ſeems ſupplies this word to compleat the 
10 vc pointed at in the laſt line, by metre, | 


11 Falſe 
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11 Falſe witneſſes are riſen up 
They lay to my hers things I am not conſcious of. 
12 They repay me evil for — 1 
And attempt to rob me of my life. 
13 Yet as for me, when they were ſick 
I put on ſackcloth, and humbled 
My ſoul with faſting; but my prayer 
Returned into my own boſom. 
14 I walked about, as if I had loſt a friend or a brother; 
I bowed down in mourning, as if I had bewailed a mother. 
15 But in mine adverſity they rejoiced 
And gathered about me; revilers, whom 
I knew not, aſſembled themſelves againſt me. 
16 They tore me with their profane ſcoffs 
And taunts ; and ceaſed not - 
To gnaſh upon me with their teeth. 
17 How long, O Lord, wilt thou look on? 
Oh, reſcue my life from their deſtruction, 
And my helpleſs perſon from the lions. 
18 Then will I celebrate thee in the full congregation ; 
I will praiſe thee amidſt a numerous people. 
19 Let not mine enemies without cauſe rejoice over me, 
Neither let thoſe mo hate me without reaſon wink with their 
20 For they ſpeak not of peace, [eyes :; 
But deviſe deceitful things againſt thoſe | 
Who are quiet in the land ; they open wide 
Their mouths againſt me, and ſay, 
Aha! Aha! our own eyes ſaw it. 
21 Thou haſt ſeen this, O Jehovah; be not ſilent her, 
Nor go far from me, O Lord. 
22 Rouſe up thyſelf, O my God, 
To do me juſtice ; awake, 
O my Lord, to decide my cauſe. 
23 Vindicate me, O Lok D my God, 
According to thy righteouſneſs, and let them not rejoice over 
24 Let them not ſay in their hearts, 8 [me. 
Aha! we have had our will; neither 
Let them ſay, We have devoured him. 


PE R. 12. To rob) The lamed well as Ieould, to compleat the ſenſe. 
which precedes the ſubſtantive, PER. 16.) The Bp. by reſtoring 
ought probably to be prefixed to one verſe of this period to its pro- 
the verb: but ſtill there is ſome per place has made the ſenſe run 
defect, which J have ſupplied, as on clearly and eaſily. 


25 Let 
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25 Let thoſe who rejoice at my hurt 
Be all of them * —. and confounded; 
Let thoſe who exalt themſelves againſt me 
Be cloathed with ſname and diſgrace. 
26 But let thoſe who delight in my innocence 
Sing aloud and rejoice in thee , 
And let them fay alway, May the LoR D be exalted, 
Who delighteth in the ſafety of his ſervant ! 
27 Then ſhall my tongue publiſh thy righteouſneſs 
And thy praiſe all the day long. | 


PSALM 


XXXVI. 


A Pſalm of David, the ſervant of Jehovah, 
In which be firſt deſcribeth the impiety and iniquity of the wicked 


man; then he celebrates the go 


odneſs of God, and beſeecheth bim 
to protect him from his enemies. . 


I Ebellion dictates to the wicked man whatſoever he doth ; 


There is no fear of God before his eyes. 


2 But though he flattereth himſelf in his own ſight, 
His iniquity muſt be found out, and make him odious. 
3 The words of his mouth are full of iniquity and deceit 
He is no longer wiſe to do good : he contriveth 
Miſchief on his bed; he perſiſteth 
In a way that is not good; he diſapproveth not evil. 
Thy loving-kindnels, O LoRD, reacheth unto the heavens, 
Ard thy faithfulneſs unto the clouds. 
5 Thy righteouſneſs is like the lofty mountains; 
Thy judgments are like the great deep. 
6 How precious is thy loving-kindneſs, O LORD! 
Thou, O God, prelerveſt man 


PER. 20. Inthee) A parallel place, 
Pal. xl. 17. has beca, in thee, which, 
as the Bp. obſerves, is required 
here by the metre, — Safety in the 


laſt line of this period, is oppoſed. 


to hurt or ruin in the firſt line of the 
foregoing, in which his enemies would 
rejnice. 
PER. I. Rebellion, &c). One can 
not help ſuſpecting that there is 
ſomething wrong in the text in this 


period and the next. The LXX 
read libbo which ſeems to be right. 

PE R. 6.) Both ſenſe and con- 
nection ſnew that the laſt verſe of 
the former period ought to follow 
the firſt of this. The true order 
is this 

jahwoh, mah jakar Haſdeca? 

adam ubehemah 1% y 

elahim ; &c, 
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And beaſt; therefore the children of men 
Shall take refuge under the ſhadow of thy wings. 

7 They ſhall be ſatisfied with the plenteouſneſs of thy houſe, 
PI thou ſhalt make them drink of thy delicious ſtreams, 

8 For with thee is the fountain of life; 
In thy light we ſhall fee light. 

g Extend thy loving-kindneſs to thoſe that know thee, 
And thy righteouſneſs to the upright in heart. 

10 Let not the foot of pride trample upon me; 
Nor the hand of the wicked drive me into exile, 

11 There the practiſers of idolatry are fallen; 
They are thrown down and ſhall not be able to riſe. 


* 


PSALM XXVII. 


A Pfalm of David, 


In which be exhorteth the Jfraclites not to be diſcouraged at ſeeing 
the wicked ſometimes happy, and the good ſometimes afflited ; and 
ſheweth that, ſooner or later, God fails not to deliver good men 
and reward their piety, and to render to the wicked the recompence 
of their iniquity. 


I JEET not thyſelf at evil-doers, 
1 Nor envy thoſe that work iniquity ; 
2 For they ſhall ſoon be cut down like the graſs, 
And wither like the green herb. 
3 Rely on the LoR D and do good; 18 
Then ſhalt thou dwell in the land, and be fed with its plenty. 
4 Delight thyſelf in the LoRD, and he ſhall give 
Thee thy heart's deſire. 
5 Commit thy way unto the Lorp, 
And rely upon him ; then he ſhall bring it to paſs : 
6 He ſhall cauſe thy righteouſneſs to break forth like the light, 
And the juſtice of thy cauſe like the noon-day. | 
7 Acquieſce in the LoRD, and wait patiently for him; 5 
Fret not thyſelf at him who proſpereth in his way, 
At the man who accompliſheth his wicked devices. 


PER. 3. With its plenty) This or abundance, which is very ſuitable 
word is rendered Neh. xi. 23. 4 to the place. They read the ſame 
certain portion of proviſions, The word here as in Per. 16. which is 
LXX render it here, with its riches probably the true reading. 


— . | 8 Ceaſe 
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$ Ceaſe from anger and leave off wrath ; 


N 


Fret not thyſelf, ſince be profpereth only to his hurt. | 26 
For evil-doers ſhall be cut off: MF | | 
But thoſe who wait for the LoR p ſhall inherit the land, 27 


10 Yet a little while, and the wicked man ſhall be gone; 

When thou ſhalt look for his habitation, thou ſhalt not find it: 28 
11 But the humble ſhall inherit the land, 

And delight themſelves in the abundance of zts proſperity. 29 
12 The wicked man plotteth againſt the righteous, | 


And gnaſheth his teeth at him : | 30 
12 But the Lok D laugheth him to ſcorn, | 

Becauſe he ſeeth that his day is coming. 31 
14 The wicked draw their ſword, Is 

And bend their bow, | 32 

To deſtroy the diſtreſſed and needy, 

And to lay the upright in the way: ROD 33 
15 But their ſword ſhall aſs through their own heart, | 

And their bow ſhall be broken, | 34 
16 The little of the righteous is better than the abundance 
17 Of great wicked men; for the arms 35 


Of the wicked ſhall be broken ; . 
But the LoRD ſupporteth the righteous. 
18 The Lok D watcheth over the days of the upright, 36 
And their inheritance ſhall be for ever. 4 
19 They ſhall not be put to ſhame in the time of adverſity ; 
And in the days of dearth they ſhall be ſatisfied. 
20 Whereas the wicked ſhall periſh, _ 
And the enemies of the LoRD ſhall confume 
As the fat of lambs on the allar, and vaniſh away like ſmoke, 
21 When the wicked man borroweth, he payeth not again; 
But the righteous is merciful and liberal. | 
22 Thoſe who are bleſſed of God ſhall inherit the land; 
But thoſe who are curſed of him ſhall be cut off. 
23 The ſteps of a man are firmly fixed 
By the LORD, when he delighteth in his way. 
24 Though he fall, he ſhall not be left on the ground; 
For the Lokp holdeth him by the hand. 
25 I have been young and now am old; 
Yet never ſaw the righteous forſaken, 
Nor his ſeed begging their bread, | 


PER. 20. Like ſmoke) The LXX ſimilar letters, and are often miſ- I By 
read ceyaſan. The caph and bethare taken for each other, ble 
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it 
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26 He is always merciful and lendeth, 


And his feed is bleſſed. 
27 Depart from evil and do 


Then ſhalt thou dwell in dee Kas for ever: 
28 For the LoR D loveth what is right, 

And will not forſake his ſaints. 
29 The humble are preſerved for ever; 

But the ſeed of the wicked is cut off. 
30 The righteous ſhall inherit the land, 


And dwell in it for ever. 


31 The mouth of the righteous man uttereth wiſdom, 
And his tongue pronounceth what is right, 
32 The law of his God is in his heart; 


His footſteps ſhall not ſlide. 


33 The wicked man watcheth for the righteous, 
And ſeeketh opportunity to ſlay him: 
34 But the LoRÞ will not leave him in his hand, 
Nor condemn him when he is judged. | 
35 Wait for the LoRD and obſerve his way, 
Then he ſhall exalt thee to inherit the land; 
When the wicked are cut off, thou ſhalt ſee it. 
36 I have ſeen the wicked man formidable 70 all around him, 
And « himſelf like a flouriſhing tree in its native ſoil p 


37 But when I paſſed by, behold, he was 


ne; 


When I ſought him, he was not to be found. | 
33 Obſerve then the perfect, and behold the upright man; 
For the end of ſuch a man is peace : 


PPR. 27. In the land) To com- 
pleat the verſe, Bp, H. ſupplies 
haareR,, the land, which the Ente 
requires. 

PER. 29. The humble) This is the 
third alphabetical pſalm, in which 
every other period, nearly, begins 
with a different letter of the al- 
phabet in its order. Accordingly, 
this period ſhould begin with the 
letter gnain; but the word begin- 
ning with that letter has been 
dropped by the tranſcribers. The 
Bp. has ſupplied Panavim, the hum- 
ble, which is uſed before in the 


11 Per. and is in all probability 
the very word dropped. | 

PER. 36. A flouriſhing tree in its 
native fail) The LXX read arch, 
a cedar ; and, as the Bp. obſerves, 
a particular ſort of tree ſeems to 
have been meant here. See Pſal. 
xcii. 12. where this tree is uſed in 
compariſon. The alteration con- 
ſiſts only in the tranſpoſition of a 
ſingle letter. 

Pex. 37. I paſſed by) The LXX 
read this verb in the firſt perſon, 
which is more elegant than the 
third, 

39 But 
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39 But tranſgreſſors ſhall all of them be deſtroyed ; 
The expectation of the wicked ſhall be cut off. 
40 The falvation of the righteous is from the LoRp, 
Who is their ſafeguard in time of diſtreſs. 
41 The Loxp ſhall help and deliver them; 
He ſhall deliver them from the wicked, : 
And ſave them, becauſe they make him their refuge. 


PSALM XXXVIII. 


| A Pſalm of David, | 
Who, labouring under a painful diſorder inflifted upon him for bis 
ſins, beſeecheth the Lord to correft him in mercy ; complaineth of 
the grievouſneſs of his diſorder, of his being forſaken by his friends 
and perſecutea by his enemies; and at length giveth proofs of his 
humility, piety, and truſt in God. 
I Ebuke me not, O Lokp, in thy wrath, 
\.. Neither chaſtiſe me in thy hot diſpleaſure : 
2 For thine arrows are ſunk deep into me, | 
And thy hand reſteth heavy upon me. 
There is no ſouridnels in my fleſh, 
Becauſe of thy diſpleaſure 
Nor reſt in my bones, 
By reaſon of my ſin. | 
4 For mine iniquities are gone over my head; 
They are, like a heavy burden, too much for me to bear. 
5 My wounds are become loathſome 
And offenſive becauſe of my folly. 
6 My body is diſtorted and extremely bowed down 
I go about mourning all the day long. 
7 For my loins are filled with a burning heat; 
And there is no ſound part in my body. 
8 I am enfeebled and reduced very low ; 
I roar, O Lord, through the diſquietude of my heart. 
9 Thou knoweſt all my defire | 
And my groaning is not hid from thee. 
io My heart throbbeth, my ſtrength faileth me ; 
And the ſight of mine eyes is gone from me. 
11 My lovers and my friends, even they 


Pra. 11. Even they) The Bp. re- to this where they are very empha- 
ſtores gam hem from the foregoing tical. 
period, where they are redundant, 


Stand 


12 


is 


and 
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Stand at a diſtance from my ſore, 


63 


And my kinſmen keep afar off. 

12 They who ſeek my life lay ſnares for ne; 
And they who watch for my ruin 
Utter miſchievous and deceitful words 


Againſt me all the day long. 


13 But as for me, I am like a deaf man, and give no ear; 
Or like a dumb man, who cannot open his mouth. 

14 I behave like a man, who heareth not, 
Or who hath not a mouth to refute their calumnies; 

15 Becauſe I wait for thee, O Loxp; 
Thou ſhalt anſwer for me, O Lord my God: 

16 For J ſaid, Iwill not anſwer leſt they ſhould triumph over me, 
Leſt, if my foot ſlippeth, they ſhould exalt themſelves above 


17 For I am ready to halt, 


[me : 


And my pain is ever before me. 
18 For I will confeſs to thee mine iniquity 


I will be ſorry for my fin. 


| 19 But mine enemies without cauſe are multiplied, 


And thoſe who hate me without reaſon are many in number, 
20 Thoſe who repay me evil for good 
Falſly accuſe me, becauſe I follow what is good, 


21 Forſake me not, O Loxp ; 


Go not far from me, O my God. 
22 Haſten to my help, O Lord, 


Thou God of my ſalvation, 


PER. 12. Words againſt me) The 
Bp. reads dibre, as it is read Pſal. 
xxxv. 20. and ſupplies Yalar, againſt 
me, as both ſenſe and metre require. 

PER. 15. For me) The verſe 
wants a ſyllable; I have ſupplied 
7 * me, as the ſenſe demands. 


ER, 18. To thee) The Bp. to 


compleat the verſe ſupplies lac, 10 
thee, from Pfal. xxxii. 5. 
PER. 19. Without cauſe) The Bp. 


reads hinnam, without cauſe. Comp. 


Pal. xxxv. 19. and Ixix. 5. 

PER. 22. Thou God) The verſe 
being defective the Bp. ſupplies 
elohs, thou God, Comp. Pal, li. 16. 


PSALM 
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PSALM XXXIX. 
A Phalm of David, | 

tho, being chaſtiſed by ſickneſs for his fins, forbore to complain be- 

fore the wicked man, leſt be ſhauld give him any advantage againſt 

him. At length be breaketh out into fervent prayer to God, that 

Se would teach him to lay to heart the ſhortneſs of life and the 

vanity of all worldly things ;, and beggeth of the Lord, to pardon 

his fins and to remove from him his chaſtiſing hand. 


1 T Said within myſelf, I will take heed to my ways, 
I That I offend not with my tongue | 
I wilt keep a bridle in my mouth, 
While the wicked man is in my preſence. 
2 I was dumb and remained in ſilence ; I refrained 
From ſpeaking even what was good ; but my pain was increaſed; 
2 My heart grew hot within me; 
While I was muling the fire kindled, 
And at length J ſpake out with my tongue, ſaying, 
4 Teach me, O Lok p, to conſider my end, 
And what is the meaſure of my days, 
That I may be ſenſible how ſhort my life is. 
5 Behold, thou haſt made my days but a ſpan long, 
And mine age is as nothing in thy ſight ; 
Doubtleſs, every man at beſt is altogether vanity. 
6 Doubtleſs, man walketh in a vain ſhew of bappineſs; 
Doubtleſs, he diſquieteth himſelf for what is vain , 
He heapeth up riches, though he cannot know who ſhall inherit 
And now what is it that I wait for? Ithem. 
O Lord, I patiently wait for thee. 
8 Deliver me from all my tranſgreſſions; 
Suffer me not to be the reproach of the fool. 
9 I was dumb and opened not my mouth, 
Becauſe it was thou who didſt lid me. 


PER. 1. I will keep a bridle in my here and Ixxiii, 20. in both which 
mouth) Heb. I will keep @ muzzle places it ſignifies what is imaginary 
upon my mouth. in oppoſition to what is real. — As 

PER. 6. In @ vain ſhew) Yelem is in the laſt line I ſupply riches, I 
uſed only twice in the pſalms, ſubſtitute inherit for gather. 


10 Remove 
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10 Remove from me thy chaſtiſement, O Lord; 
I am conſumed by the blow of thine hand. 

11 When thou correcteſt man for iniquity with 2% rebukes, 
Thou makeſt his comelineſs to waſte away, like a moth ; 


6. Doubtleſs, every man is altogether vanity. 
„112 Hear my prayer, O Lokp, 

at And give ear unto my cry; 

be Hold not thy peace at my tears; 

ON Seeing I am but a ſtranger with thee, 


And a ſojourner, as all my fathers were. 


13 Oh, give me ſome reſpite, that I may recover my ſtrength, 
Before I go hence, and be no more ſeen. 


PSALM XL. 


A Pſalm of David, 


Who praiſeth God for the deliverances and favours he had received. 
from his goodneſs, devoteth himſelf to his ſervice, and acknow- 
ledgeth that by ſubmiſſion to the will of God, rather than by ſa- 
crifices, he hoped to be accepted. He then declareth, he had not 
withheld his lips from publiſhing his righteouſneſs, and beggeth of 
God not to withhold his mercy, but to aſſiſt him in his dangers, 
and deliver him from his enemies. 


11 Waited patiently for the LoRD, 
And at length he liſtened unto me, and heard 
My cry : then he brought me up 
Out of the horrible pit, from the miry clay. 
2 He ſet my feet upon | 
A rock, and directed my ſteps. 
3 He put into my mouth a new ſong, 
Even a thankſgiving unto our God; 
That the world might ſee and fear, 
And rely on the LoRD. 
4 Happy is the man who maketh the Lord 
His dependance, and who looketh not for help 
chich To the proud, or to thoſe who turn aſide after lies 
inan s Many, O LoRD my God, are 


wo The wonderful things which thou haſt done, 
es, 


erit 
em; 


PER. 11. Every) Upon compa- appears that col, every, has been 
ing this period with the filth, it dropped by the tranſcribers, 


E And 


move 
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And thy kind providences towards us 

Cannot be reckoned up unto thee : ſhould I mention 

And recite them, they would be more than I could count. 
6 Sacrifice and oblation thou doſt not delight in, 

Burnt-offering and ſin-offering thou doſt not require 

But thou haſt opened mine ears that I ſhould bearken to thy 


7 Then I ſaid, Behold, I come 
To do thy will, O my God. 


voice. 


J am delighted with the book written for me, 
And thy law is within my heart. 
8 Thavepubliſhed 7hy righteouſneſs in the full congregation; 
Behold, I have not withheld my lips from doing it, 
As thou, O LoRD, well knoweſt. 
9 I have not kept ſecret thy righteouſneſs 
Within my heart; I have publiſhed 
Thy faithfulneſs and thy ſalvation. 
10 I have not concealed thy loving-kindneſs 
And thy truth from the full congregation. 
11 Therefore, O LoRD, withhold not thou 


PE R. 6. But thou haſt opened) 
The adverſative but is not expreſſ- 
ed in the Hebrew, which is no 
uncommon thing; but it is plainly 
implied in the antitheſis between 
ſacriſice and obedience, which is 
ſtrong and obvious. — The verb 
ſignifies 70 pick or cleanſe the ear 
from any thing which may ob- 
ſtruct that organ. And the ſame is 
meant by theſe words, Thou ha 


opened mine ears; and behold, I come. 


to do thy will, as by thoſe in Iſai. I. 5. 
Thou haſt opened mine ears; and 1 
 2vas not rebellious. — If it be ſaid, 
The Apoſtle to the Hebrews (x. 5.) 
read this differently, I anſwer, 
This does not appear to me. It is 
true, he found a different, but 
corrupted, tranſlation («l:a, as the 


learned have obſerved, having been 


changed into cvus) in the verſion 
of the LXX, which Was the ver- 
fion then in uſe; and he was ob- 
liged to quote it as he found: it, 


under the penalty, if he altered it, 
of being deemed a falſe ous: 
He therefore took the tranſlation 
as he found it, eſpecially as it ſerv- 
ed to illuſtrate his argument equal- 
ly well. Upon this quotation from 
the LXX the Apoſtle argues y. . 
He (Chriſt) taketh away the firſt, 
namely, Legal Sacrifices, that he 
me / eſtabliſh the ſecond, name- 
ly, Obedience to God's will, in offer- 
ing himſelf a ſacrifice for the ſins 
of mankind; and thus he muſt 
have argued upon a quotation from 
the Hebrew Text, as it ſtands at 
preſent. 

PER. 7. I am delighted with the 
book, &c.) By the book is meant a 
copy of the Law of Moſes, which 
every king of Iſrael was obliged to 
tranicribe for his own uſe. See 
Deut. xvii.18.—Bp. H. has reſtor- 
ed the words of this period, and 
F. Houbigant thoſe of the forego- 
ing, to their right order. 


Thy 
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Thy tender mercies from me; let thy loving-kindneſs 
And thy truth always preſerve me. | 
12 For evils without number 
Are come about me. 
13 Mine iniquities have overtaken me, 
So that I am not able to look up; 
They are more than the hairs of my head, 
And my heart faileth me. 
14 Be pleaſed, O Lok d, to deliver me; 
Haſten, O Lox, to my help. 
1; Let thoſe who ſeek my life | 
Be all of them aſhamed and confounded : 
Let thoſe who wiſh my ruin 
Be put to flight and brought to confuſion, 
16 Let thoſe who ſay unto me, Aha, Aha, 
Inſtantly return back with ſhame. 
17 But let all thoſe who ſeek thee 
Rejoice and be glad in thee, 
And let thoſe who love thy ſalvation 
Say always, may the Loxp be exalted ! 
18 And as for me who am diſtreſſed and needy, 
May the Lord provide for me ! Thou only 
Art my helper and deliverer, 
Delay not thy help, O my God. 


PSALM XLI. 


A Pſalm of David, 


Wherein be pronounceth particular bleſſings on thoſe who ſhew kind- 
neſs to the fick ;, and complaineth of the cruelty of his enemies, and 
of the treachery of his friend, who, inſtead of compaſſionating him 
in his ſickneſs, wiſhed for his death, and ſaid, that God puniſbed 
him for his ſins. 


1 T TAPPY is the man who ſheweth kindneſs to the ſick! 
The Lox ſhall deliver him in the day of diſtreſs. 


PER. 16. Inflantly return back reduced, whether it be by poverty, 
with ſhame) The Bp. reads Jaſubu or oppreſſion, or ſickneſs, or any 
as it is read Pal. !xx. 4. reiders other way. The context deter- 
val yekeb, inſtantly, as the LXX mines it here to ſignify, one redu- 
have done; and, to compleat the ced by ſickneſs, for which reaſon I 
verſe, prefixes beth to the laſt word. render it the fick. See Iſai. xxxviii. 
See 2 Chron. xxxii. 21. 12. where our tranſlators render 

PER. 1. To the ſich) dal ſignifies the ſubſtantive pining ſickneſs. 

E 2 2 The 


* 
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2 The Loxp ſhall preſerve him, and prolong his life; 
He ſhall be bleſſed in the land, and ſhall not be 
Given up to the will of his enemies. 
3 When he languiſheth upon his bed, the Logo ſhall W 
Thou ſhalt make his whole bed eaſy during his ſickneſs. [ him; 
I ſaid, Be gracious unto me, O Lord, 
And heal me; for againſt thee have I ſinned. * 
5 Mine enemies ſpeak evil of me, ſaying, 
When ſhall he die, and his name be extinct?“ 
6 If one of them cometh to ſee me, he telleth lies; 
His heart gathereth up falſhood againſt me, 
And when he goeth forth he immediately ſpreadeth it. 
7 All thoſe that hate me whiſper againſt me, 
And deviſe miſchief for me, ſaying, © 
8 Let the baſe thing he has been guilty of, ſtick cloſe to him; 
From the place where he lieth, let him riſe up no more. 
9 Even my familiar friend on whom I relied, 
And who eat of my bread, hath ſhewn great treachery to- 
10 Nevertheleſs, O Lox, be thou gracious unto me, [wards me. 
And raiſe me up again, that I may repay them. 
11 By this I know thou favoureſt me, 70 
That thou ſuffereſt not mine enemy to triumph over me: 
12 But haſt upheld me becauſe of mine integrity, 
And wilt ſet me before thy face for ever. 
Bleſſed be Jehovah, the God of Iſrael, 
From everlaſting to everlaſting! Amen and Amen. 


PER. 6. He telleth lies) That is, 
His very compliments of condo- 
lence are falſehood and lies. 

PER. 9. Hath ſhewn great trea- 
chery towards me) Thus the inge- 
nious Mr. Mudge renders theſe 
words: and in this ſenſe, as he 
obſerves, the words are a ſtrong 
contraſt to friendſhip. See Pſal.xviii. 
per. laſt, where the verb is con- 
ſtrued in the ſame manner; and 
there is no doubt but the ſubſtan - 
tive ſignifies treachery, when it is de- 


rived from a verb which ſignifies 


to ſupplant. — See John xiii. 18. 
where theſe words are applied by 
our Lord to the traitor Judas. 
St. John, who wrote in Greek, 
quotes them from the Greek Ver- 
ſion, as he found them, without 
altering the tranſlation. 


Bleſſed be Jehovah &c.) Theſe 


words ſeem to have been added at 


the end of this book of pſalms by 
the Collector of it. See the like 
additions at the end of the ſecond, 
third, and fourth book of pſalms. 


THE 


Fa 


15 
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THE SECOND BOOK, 


| PSALM XLII. 
A pſalm by one of the ſons of Korah. 


The Prophet lamenteth his unhappy fate, that he was led captive 
from his own land and from the houſe of God; expreſſeth bis ar- 
dent defire to return to it again, that he may ſerve God in his 
temple; and deſcribeth his alarms and conflicts, which he had 
overcome by confidence in the divine favour. 


I S the hart 


nteth after the water-ſtreams, 


| So longeth my ſoul after thee, O God. 


2 My ſoul is athirſt for God, 


Yea, even for the living God; when ſhall I go 
And appear in the preſence of God! 


3 My tears are my food 


Day and night, while they daily ſay 
Unto me, Where is oe thy God?“ 


The ſecond book) This book con- 
tains thirty-one pſalms compoſed 
by different Authors. The Col- 
lector has not digeſted them into 
any particular dos 1 but ſeems to 
have placed thoſe firſt, which came 
to his hand firſt, The firſt eight 
he preſents us with, were compo- 
ſed by the ſons of Korah ; and the 
ninth by Aſaph. The other twen- 
2 were probably compoſed by 

avid. Eighteen of them bear his 
name, and the other four are gene- 
rally adjudged to him, though one 
of them bears the name of Solomon. 

A pfalm by one of the ſons of Korah) 
The pſalms which bear the name 
of the ſons of Korah appear to have 
been compoſed at times too diſtant, 
to have had the ſame perſon for 
their author; as do thoſe likewiſe 
which bear the name of Aſaph. They 
were written by ſome of the de- 
ſcendants of Korah, and Aſaph; but 
by which, or at what time, it is not 
poſſible to ſay with any exactneſs. 

PER. 3. Where is nnv thy God?) 
Moſt learned men think, that this 


E 3 


pſalm is David's, becauſe it ſits 
his circumſtances when he fled 
over Jordan from his ſon Abſalom. 
But from this inſult, J/here is thy 
God? which is purely pagan(Comp. 
Pſal. Ixxix. 10. cxv. 2. Joel ii. 17.) 
I conclude that it cannot be his, 


| becauſe he did not at that time fly 


out of Judea. The inſult of the 
Iſraelites upon David was, There 
is no deliverance for him in his God, 

Pfal. iii. 2.) that is, they conclu- 

ed from Abſalom's ſucceſs in get- 
ting poſſeſſion of the capital of the 
Kingdom &c. that God would no 
longer deliver David, as he had 
done; but here the inſult is ſuch, 
as no Iſraelite would uſe; ſuch in- 
deed, as not only denies the till of 
God to help, but the power ; 
nay, ſuch as calls in queſtion the 
very Being of the God of Iſrael, 
This pfalm was certainly written 
before the temple was deſtroyed, 
becauſe the prophet expreſſes his 
ardent deſire to return to it. It was 
therefore probably compoſed by a 
deſcendant of Korah, as he Was 
leading 


— — 
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4 I pour out my ſoul within me | 
While I call to mind theſe things; how I went 
To the tabernacle, walking in ſolemn pace to the houſe 
Of God, amidſt the multitude keeping holy-day, 
With the voice of praiſe and thankſgiving. 
Why ſhouldſt thou be caſt down, O my ſoul ? 


And why ſhouldit thou be diſquieted within me? Wait pa- 
For thy God, for I ſhall ſtill celebrate him, 


[tiently 


Who is the ſupport of my countenance and my God. 
6 My ſoul is caſt down within me; 

For this reaſon J call thee to mind from the land 
Of Jordan, and from Hermon, and from the mountain Mizar. 
7 One deep, 9s it falls upon me, calleth to another by the re- 


Of thy waterſpouts ; all thy waves 


{ſounding 


And thy billows are gone over me. | 
8 Nevertheleſs, the Lokp will grant his loving-kindneſs in the 


And in the night I will ſing praiſe unto him; 
My prayer ſhall be to God, the preſerver of my life. 


[day, 


9 I will ſay to God, Thou art my rock, 
Why then doſt thou forget me? Why do I go along 
Mourning becauſe of the oppreſſion of the enemy? 


leading captive over Jordan to Ba- paſſed in his way to Aſſyria. And 


bylon, ſometime between the firſt 
and third captivity under Nebu- 
chadnezzar, that is, before the 
Temple was deſtroyed; or elſe by 
one of them long before this, when 
he was leading captive over Jor- 


dan and the mountain Hermon in 


the way to Aſſyria. And this de- 


ſcendant of Korah might be one 


of thoſe, who afterwards eſcaped 
out of captivity, as ſeveral of the 
Iſraelites did; and returned to Je- 
ruſalem, where he had an oppor- 
tunity of appearing again before God, 
and of praiſing him, who was the ſup- 
port of his Countenance and his God. 

PER. 75 Bp. Hare, Mr. Hallet, 
ana Mr. Mudge concur in reading 
this period in the ſame manner, as 
the laſt periods of this and the next 
pſalm are read. 

PER. 6. From the land of Jordan, 
and Hermon &c.) Theſe were the 


places through which the pſalmiſt 


ere probably he compoſed this 
pſalm, as he went along mourning 
becauſe of the oppreſſion of the enemy. 
— The Bp. obſerves that Hermon 
is no where read in the plural, and 
that it ſhouid not be read ſo here. 
PER. 7. One deep, as it falls upon 
me) Calamities and troubles are 
frequently repreſented under the 
image of overflowing waters. The 
prophet, to give us an idea of his 
eat diſtreſs, here repreſents him- 
elf as drowning in the ſea, where 
wave after wave paſſed over his 
head, ready every moment to ſink 
him; and where bodies of water 
were /pouted upon him from the 
clouds in order to overwhelm him; 
one body of water inviting, as it 
were, another to ſucceed it, by 

the noiſe it made in falling. 
PeR.8. Iwill ſing praiſe) The 
Bp. reads aſirah, which both ſenſe 

and metre require, 

10 The 


EAN 


fro 
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10 The reproaches which my adverſaries 


Caſt upon me, are like the piercing of a ſword 
Into my bones, while they daily ſay 


Unto me, Where is now thy i 
11 Why ſhouldſt thou be caſt down, O my ſoul? 


God? ” 


And why ſhouldſt thou be diſquieted within me ? Wait pa- 


For thy 


God ; for I ſhall ſtill celebrate him, 
Who is the ſupport of my countenance and my God. 


[tiently 


PSALM XLIII. 


The 


prophet, being led away captive from his own land and from 


the houſe of God, beggeth to be delivered from his enemies, and to 
be reſtored to the bleſſed privilege of ferving and praiſing him in 
his temple ;, and comforteth himſelf with the proſpełt of it. 
I Indicate me, O God, and plead 
My cauſe againſt an unmerciful nation : 
2 Deliver me from the deceitful and iniquitous man ; 
For thou, O God, art my ſafeguard. 
3 Why doſt thou caft me off? Why do I go along 
Mourning becauſe of the oppreſſion of the enemy ? 
4 Oh, ſend forth thy light and thy faithfulneſs, 
That they may conduct me, and 
Bring me back to thy holy mountain 


And to thy dwelling. 


5 Then will I go to the altar of God, 
The God of my joy and tranſport, and will celebrate thee 
Upon the harp, O God, my God. 

6 Why ſhouldſt thou be caſt down, O my ſoul ? 
And why ſhouldſt thou be diſquieted within me? Wait patiently 
For thy God ; for I ſhall ſtill celebrate him, 
Who is the ſupport of my countenance and my God. 


PER. 10. As a fword) Bp.H. and 
L. Capel-prefix a caph to this word 
inſtead of a beth, which are fimilar 
letters, and have been more than 


once miſtaken for each other. 


PER. 1. Againſt an unmerciful na- 
tion) It appears from the ſimilari 
of ſubject and ſameneſs of expreſ- 
ſion, that the ſame perſon com- 
poſed this pſalm who compoſed 
the former. And indeed, as there 
is no title to ſeparate it from the 
former, it was probably a part of 


it originally, and has been made a 
different pſalm by the tranſcribers. 
If then my interpretation of the 
former be right, unmerciful nation, 
muſt mean à nation unmerciful to its 
captives, which might be the cha- 
racter of the Aſſyrian. 

PER. 2. From the deceitful and ini- 
quitous man) Probably, the captain 
of the Aﬀyrian Guard, or the man 


who was charged with the care of 
the captives. - 
E 4 PSALM 
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PSALM XLIV. 
A Pſalm by one of the ſons of Korah, 


IWho, being among the Iſraelites led captive, probably, into Aſſyria, 
entreateth God to reſtore them to their own country. The prophet 
beginneth his prayer with mentioning the wonders God had wrought 
in bringing their forefathers into the land of Canaan; hence he 
hbopeth that God would again diſplay his power in behalf of the 
captive Iſraelites. He then expcſtulates with God for giving them 
up to their enemies; deſcribeth the ſevere treatment they were ex- 

poſed to for his ſake; and beggeth of him to come to their aſ- 
ſiftance and deliver them. 

1 E have heard, O God, 

With our ears, and our fathers 
Have related to us the works 
Which thou didſt in the days of old. 

2 Thou didſt by thy hand drive out 
The heathen, but plantedſt them in; F 
Thou didſt deſtroy the nations, but madeſt them to flouriſh, 

3 For they got not poſſeſſion of the land by their own ſword, 
Nor did their own arm gain them the victory ; 

But thy right hand and thine arm, 
And the light of thy countenance, becauſe thou favouredſt them, 

4 Thou, O my King and my God, art he 
Who by thy command giveſt victory unto Jacob. 

5 By thy help we might puſh down our adverſaries, 
Through thy name we might trample upon thoſe that hate us, 

6 For I would not rely on my bow, 

Nor ſhould my ſword obtain me the victory; 
7 Becauſe it is thou who giveſt us the victory over our enemies, 
Ad putteſt them to ſhame that hate us: 
8 It is in thee, O God, we glory 

All the day long, and celebrate thy name for ever. 


PER. 1. In the days of old) Before where this verb is uſed of /hooting 
theſe words, the Hebrew has bime- forth branches. 

hem, in their days; but this is re- PER. 4. And my God) The LXX 
dundant in ſenſe, and the Bp. ob- found vau prefixed to this word, 
ſerves that the LXX has it not, and read the next, as a participle 
and that the verſe will not admit in piel. The metre directs us to 
WE: read in the ſame manner. And 
PER. 2. Madeſt them to flouriſh) Bp. H. ingeniouſly accounts for the 
See Pſ. IxxX.11, and Ezek. xvii.6, deviation of the printed text. 


9 But 


%%. y of 


.. 
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9 But thou haſt caſt us off, and put us to ſhame , 
And thou wenteſt not forth with our armies. 
10 Thou haſt put us to flight before the enemy, 
And they who hate us have ſeized us for their ſpoil. 
11 Thou haſt given us up, like ſheep for the ſlaughter, 
And ſcattered us among the nations. 
12 Thou haſt ſold thy people for no gain, 
And haſt not enriched chyſelf by their price. 
13 Thou haſt expoſed us to the reproach of our neighbours, 
To the ſcorn and deriſion of thoſe who are round about us. 
14 Thou haſt made us to be a by-word among the nations, 
And the heathen to ſhake their heads at us. * 
15 My confuſion is continually before me, 
And the ſhame of my face covereth me; 
16 On account of the reproaches of the reviler and blaſphemer, 
Aud becauſe of the enemy and avenger. 
17 All this is come upon us; yet we do not forget thee, 
Nor violate thy covenant. 
18 Our heart revolteth not from thee, 
Nor do our ſteps turn aſide from thy way. 
19 Altho? thou haſt ſmitten us down in the habitation of dragons, 
And covered us with the ſhadow of death. | 
20 lf we were to forget the name of our God, 
Or ſpread forth our hands to a ſtrange God, 
Would not God diſcover it? He would; 
For he knoweth the ſecrets of the heart. 
21 Zet for thy ſake we are killed every day, 
And reputed, as ſheep for the ſlaughter. 
22 Rouſe up thyſelf, O Lord, why ſhouldſt thou ſleep ? 
Awake, and caſt us not off for ever. a 
23 Why ſhouldſt thou hide thy face, 
And forget our affliction and oppreſſion, 
24 While our ſoul is caſt down even to the duſt, 
And our body cleaveth to the ground ? 
25 Ariſe for our help, | 
And deliver us for thy loving-kindneſs' ſake. 


PER. 19. In the habitation of dra- A_ which were the habitation 
£015) The miſerable captives were of ſerpents and other noxious rep- 
ſent by their conqueror, to people tiles, whoſe ſting and bite were 
and cultivate the deſolate parts of mortal, 
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PSALM XLV. 
A Pſalm by ene of the ſons of Korah. 
A ſong of loves. | 
Or, a nuptial ſong on the marriage of one of the Kings of Iſrael, 
probably of Solomon; containing a deſcription of the glory and 
magnificence of that prince and his conſort. — This pſalm is like- 
wiſe prophetical, and relates to our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


1 Y heart overflows with excellent matter; 
My tongue is like the pen of a learned writer. 
I will addreſs my work unto the King: 
2 Thou art more beautiful than the Bs of men; 


Graceful are thy lips, 


Becauſe God hath bleſſed thee. 


PER. 1. I will addreſs, &c.) The 
addreſs follows in the very next 
words, and this line properly in- 
troduces it; I have therefore tranſ- 
poſed it. The two firſt lines are 
equivalent, and cohere well; the 
better for the removal of this. 

PER. 2. Graceful are thy lips) Heb. 
Grace is poured upon thy lips. The 
former line deſcribes the beauty of 
the King's perſon, this his eloquence 
and gracefulneſs of addreſs. In this 
ſenſe Solomon uſes theſe words, 
Prov. xxii. 11. The king is a friend 
to the grace of the lips, that is, to elo- 
quence of ſpeech and gracefulneſs 
of addreſs: And in Eccleſ. x. 12. 
The words of a wiſeman's mouth 
are ſaid to be grace, that is, grace- 
ful and eloquent. Grace is poured, 
is uſed here in the ſame ſenſe in 
which Milton uſes it, B. iv. 364. 

fuch grace 
The hand that form'd them on their 
ſhape hath pour d. 

Perhaps we cannot have a better 
comment upon this period than 
Raphael's deſcription of Adam in 
the ſame author, B. viii. 218. 


Nor are thylips ungraceful, Sire of men, 
Nor tongue ineloguent; for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath alſo pour'd, 

Intuard and outꝛbard both, his image fair, 
Speaking or mute, all comelineſs and grate 
Attends thee ;, and each word, each mo- 

tion forms. 

— Such was the eloquence of So- 
lomon, that when the Queen of 
Sheba, who came from the utter- 
moſt parts of the earth to hear 
him, had been witneſs to the 201. 
dom with which he ſpoke, there was 
no more ſpirit in her. And ſuch 
was the eloquence and graceful ad- 
dreſs of our Lord, who is here 


propheſied of, that even the Na- 


zarites, the moſt prejudiced of his 


enemies, could not help wondering 


at the graceful words which proceeded 
out of his mouth. Nor could the of- 
ficers, who were ſent by the Jewiſh 
Sanhe drim to take him, find in 
their hearts to execute their com- 
miſſion, becauſe never man ſpoke like 
this man. His eloquence and ad- 
dreſs charmed and difarmed them. 
And yet he was ſpeaking not to 
them, but to the people. 


3 Gird 
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3 Gird thy ſword upon thy thigh, O mighty Prince; 
Thy majeſty and thy renown are for ever. 
4 Ride on ſucceſsfully in the cauſe 
Of truth, righteouſneſs, and meekneſs; 
And let thy right hand direct thee 20 do formidable things. 


PER. 6. Thy throne, O God) Ma- 

1 s are in Scripture called 
Gods ; and therefore theſe words 
might be addreſſed. to Solomon, 
who was the ſupreme magiſtrate 
of his people. But they are appli- 


el, 5 Thine arrows, O mighty Prince, are very ſharp 
nd Nations ſhall fall under thee : 
ke- Rule thou in the midſt of thine enemies. 
6 Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; 
The ſceptre of thy kingdom is a ſceptre of equity. 
Thou loveſt righteouſneſs and hateſt wickedneſs 
Therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed 
Thee with the oil of gladneſs above thy fellows. 
$ All thy garments out of the ivory wardrobes, perfumed 
With myrrh, aloes, and caſſia, delight thee with their fragrance. 
men, PE R. 3. For ever) Bp. H. has tuted thine enemies in the ſecond. 
thee Wl reſtored Pyolam, far ever, from the 
4, end of the foregoing period, where 
fair, it was redundant in ſenſe and me- 
grace tre, to the end of this, where it is 
> mo- MW neceſſary to both. — The tran- 
ſeriber, to fill up the ſpace which 
Molam ought to have occupied, 


has written vehadareca twice over, 
which was committing a ſecond 
miſtake to remedy the firſt, 

PeR.5. O mighty prince) The Bp. 
ſupplies from the LXX gibbor, O 
mghty man, the ſame word which 
occurs before in Per. 3. Comp. 
Pſal. cxx. 4. — For O mighty man, 
[ ſubſtitute, O mighty prince, becauſe 
the pſalmiſt is addreſſing himſelf 
to a king. And in Per. 10. for, O 
daughter, I ſubſtitute, O princeſs, 
becauſe he there addreſſes himſelf 
to a queen. 

PE R. 5. Rule thou) A verb is 
wanting here to compleat the ſenſe; 
I have ſupplied from Pal. cx. 2. 
redeh, rule thou. And, as the reſt 
of the period runs in the ſecond 
perſon, inſtead of the king's enemies 
in the third perſon, I have ſubſti- 


cable to Jeſus in the higheſt ſenſe ; 
for in him dwelt all the fulneſs of the 
Godbead bodily. 

PR R. 8. Out of the ivory ward- 
robes) Mr. Mudge obſerves that 
the places where Hezekiah kept 
his valuable curioſities are called 
hecal. The word may with equal 
propriety fignify a royal ward-robe, 
which is the ſenſe this place re- 
quires.— The Bp. has reſtored the 
8 minni, which in the 

ebrew follows theſe words, to its 
proper place. 

PPR. 8. I. 2. With their fragrance) 
We who live in theſe Northern 
climates are ſtrangers to the re- 
gales of the Eaſtern princes over 
their Aromatics: To intimate 
therefore whence the delight ariſes, 
I have added theſe words in 
Italicks. 


9 King's 
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9 King's daughters are among thy honourable women ; 
On thy right hand ſtandeth the Queen in gold of Ophir. 


10 Hearken, O Princeſs, and conſider ; incline 


Alfo thine ear, and fo 


rget thine own people 


And thy father's houle, that the King | 
May take pleaſure in thy beauty ; tor he is thy lord. 
11 And do thou, O daughter of Tyre, proftrate thyſelf 
Before him with a pieſent; let the rich alſo 
Among thy people intreat his favour. 
12 The King's daughter is all glorious ; 


Her inner veſture is wrong 
c 


13 She ſhall be brought unto 


t with gold. | 
e King in raiment of needle-work, 


With the virgins her companions following her. 

14 They ſhall be brought unto thee with rejoicings and gladneſs, 
And they ſhall enter into the King's palace. 

15 Inſtead of thy fathers? thou ſhalt have ſons of thine own, 
Whom thou may'ſt make princes over all the land. 

16 For this cauſe will I make thy name memorable 
Throughout all generations ; Nations ſhall 
Celebrate thee for ever and ever, 


PSALM - XLVI. 
A Pſalm by one of the ſons of Korah, 
Being a thankſgiving for the aſſiſtance which Jehovah had, granted 


his people, at a time when Jeruſalem was attacked by ſeveral 


nations. 


” OD is our refuge and ſtrength ; 
A. help at hand in the time of diſtreſs : 


PER. 11. And do thou, O daughter 
of Tyre) Bp. H. has nobly retrieved 
the ſenſe of this period by reſtor- 
ing the two laſt words of the fore- 
going period to this; and by ſtrik- 
ing out the vau before bat, in which 
he is juſtified by the LXX, the 
Syriac, and the metre. 

PER. 12. Her inner veſture) fal- 
mah, veſture, has either been diop- 
ped after penimab, or elſe is under- 
ſtood. The metre ſhews that la- 


buſah belongs to the next period, 

PER. 15. Princes over all the land) 
In the ſame manner as David made 
his ſons chief rulers or princes. 
2 Sam. viii. 18. | 

PER. 16. For this reaſon) The 
Bp. has reſtored yal cen from the 
middle to the beginning of this 
period, where both connection and 
ſenſe require them. Comp. Pſal. 
XVIll. 49. | 


2 Therefore 


10 


ted 
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2 Therefore would we not fear, though the earth ſhould be 


removed, 


Or the mountains ſhould be carried into the midſt of the ſea. 
3 Though its waters ſhould roar and rage, 

And the mountains ſhould ſhake at the ſwelling of the ſame ; 
4 Yet the river $hiloah would gladden with its ſtreams the city 


of God, 


And refreſh the holy place of the tabernacle of the moſt High. 
5 God is in the midſt of her; ſhe ſhall never be moved: 

God will help her before the morning appears. 
6 When the nations are in an uproar, and the kingdoms in 


motion to invade ber; 


He but uttereth his voice, and the earth melteth away. 

7 Jehovah, be Lord of hoſts, is with us; 

The God of Jacob is our fortreſs. 

8 Come and behold the mighty works of Jehovah, 
The deſolations which he hath made in the earth. 

9 It is he who maketh wars to ceaſe unto the ends of the earth; 
He breaketh the bow, and knappeth the ſpear aſunder; 
He burneth the chariots of war with fire, 

10 Be ſtill, ſaith Fehovah, and acknowledge that I am God; 
I will be exalted N nations, Iwill be exalted over the 


11 Jehovah, the Lord of 


Pex, 2. Of the ſea) Heb. Of the 
ſeas in the plural: but the ſingular 
affixes in the next period, as well 
as the metre, ſhew that it ought 
to be read in the ſingular, Bp. H. 

PER. 3and 4.) The ſenſe is, 
Though the numerous forces 
which are come up againſt Jeruſa- 
lem ſhould, like a tempeſtuous ſea, 
roar and rage, and threaten her 
with utter deſtruction ; yet the 
{mall forces that guard her, which 
for their ſtillneſs may be compared 


oſts, is with us; 


The God of Jacob is our fortreſs, 


[earth. 


to the ſoft flowing ſtream of Shi- 
loah, ſhall by the help of her God 

rotect her. —Shiloah ran through 
Jerualem (See Neh. iii. 15. and 

ohn ix. 7.) and was probably the 
river here meant * nary If. viii. 
6,7.) for which reaſon I have ſup- 
plied the name of it, — Bp. Hare 
ſhews that the verb in the laſt of 
theſe periods ſhould be read in the 
ſingular, and that nahar is the no- 
minatiye to it. 


PSALM 
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PSALM XLVII. 
A Pſalm by one of the ſons of Korah, 


Being a ſong of triumph in which all the people of the earth are 
called upon to praiſe Jehovah, the God of Iſrael, and to acknow- 
ledge that he was king over all the earth. 


I AP your hands, all ye people; 
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph : 
2 For Jehovah, the moſt High, is to be feared; 
He is the great king over all the earth. - 
3 It is he who ſubdueth the nations under us, 
And the people under our feet. 
4 He hath choſen for us our inheritance, 
Even the glory of Jacob whom he loved. 
5 God is going up 70 his temple with a ſhout, 
Even Jehovah with the ſound of the trumpet. 
6 Sing ye praiſe unto God, ſing praiſe; 
Sing ye praiſe unto our King: 
7 Sing ye praiſe ; for God is king over all 
The earth ; therefore ſing praiſe moſt ſkilfully. 
8 God reigneth over the nations, 
God ſitteth on his holy throne. 
9 The princes of the people are aſſembled 
With the people of the God of Abraham. 
10 For God is our ſhield; 
He is highly exalted over all the earth. 


PSALM XLVIII. 


A Pſalm by one of the ſons of Korah, 
Being a thankſgiving for the ſudden retreat of kings and their ar- 
mies from before Feruſalem, who were ſo intimidated by Jebovab, 
ber protector, that they dared not to aſſault her. 


I v is great in the city of our God, 
And highly to be exalted on his holy mountain. 


UY 


PER. 9. The princes of the people) adds the plural affix, metre and 


that is, the heads of the tribes. — ſenſe requiring it. See Pal. lix. 11. 

In the beginning of the next verſe — In the beginning of the next 

the Bp. obſerves, that both metre verſe he ſupplies yal col, over all, 

and conſtruction require Pim, with, which are neceſſary to ſenſe and 

to be ſupplied from the LXX. verſe. See Per. 2 and 7. Pf, Ixxxili. 
PER. 10. Our /hield) The Bp. 18, xcvii. . 8 

2 Mount 


Oo On » GW 
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2 Mount Sion is beautifully ſituated, 
And the joy of the whole land ; on the north 


Side is the city of the 


eat King. 


3 God is in the midft of her fortifications ; 
He is well known for our fortreſs, 
4 For behold, kings aſſembled againſt ber; 
Bat they all of them haſted away back again. 
5 They no ſooner looked upon her, but were diſmayed ; 
They were routed, and fled away in confuſion. 
6 There trembling ſuddenly ſeized them, 
And pain, like that of a woman in travail; 
7 Or like the eaſt wind, which in à moment 
Daſheth in pieces the ſhips of Tarſhiſh. 
8 As we had heard, ſo we ſaw it 
In the city of Jehovah, the Lord of hoſts, 
In the city of our God: God | 


Will eſtabliſh her for ever. 


9 We were waiting, O God, for thy loving-kindneſs 
In the midſt of thy temple. 


10 According to thy name Jehovah, ſo is thy 
Praiſe unto the ends of the earth ; 

Thy right hand is full of righteouſneſs. 

11 When the daughter of Sion heard, ſhe rejoiced ; 
The daughters of Judah were tranſported with joy 
Becauſe of thy judgments, O Loop. 

12 Walk about Sion, and go entirely round her; 


Reckon up her towers : 


PER. 3. Our fortreſs) The Bp. 
ſupplies lanu, our, both ſenſe and 
verſe requiring it. Comp. Pf. xlvi. 
7, FI. 

PeR.4. Haſted awayYThelearned 
Schultens on Prov. iv. 15. ſhews 
this to be one of the ſenſes of a- 
lar, and that it likewiſe ſignifies 70 
eſcape from danger. 

PER.7. Like the eaft wind) A ju- 
vicious critic has ſuggeſted to me, 
that ceruh is probably the true 
reading : and this makes the com- 
pariſon compleat. — I have added 
in Italicks in a moment, becauſe the 
eaſt- wind in thoſe parts is remark- 
ably violent, (Comp. Job xxvii. 


3 


21. Jer. xviii. 17. Iſai. xxvii. 8. 
Hab. i. 9.) and becauſe it more 
eaſily conveys to the reader, in 
what the point of compariſon lies, 
namely in the ſuddenneſs of the 
kings* being ſeized with trembling 
and fear. 

PER. 10. Jehovah) The Bp. ob- 
ſerves that the metre requires jah- 
h, inſtead of el-him, which is 
more emphatical in this place. — 
To the next period he reſtores the 
right reading from Pal. xcvii. 8. 
which is parallel to it. 

PER.12,13, and 14.) Mr.Mudge 
looks upon theſe periods, as an in- 
ſult thrown out upon the kings 


who 
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13 Take notice of her walls, 
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And view exactly her fortifications, 
That ye may tell it to the next generation, 


14 That this God is our God : 


He ſhall be our guide for ever and ever. 


PSALM XLIX. 
A Pſalm by one of the ſons of Korah. 


The prophet addreſſeth this pſalm to the rich and the poor. To the 
rich, who confide and glory in their wealth, he giveth a ſevere 
lecture on the unprofitableneſs of it; that it can neither ſave them 
from death, nor deſcend along with them to the grave. To the 
poor he ſuggeſteth a word of comfort in the day of adverſity ;, that 
ſeeing this is the caſe with the rich, they are neither to fear nor 

envy them; but to repoſe their truſt in God alone. 


I EAR. this, all ye people; 


Give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world : 
2 Thoſe of low rank and thoſe of high, 


The rich as well as the poor. 


3 My mouth ſhall utter leſſons of wiſdom ; | | 
The meditation of my heart ſhall be on matters of diſcretion. 
4 I will bow down mine ear to a wiſe moral, 
I will open my dark queſtion upon the harp. 
5 Wherefore ſhould I fear in the days of adverſity, 
When the iniquity of thoſe who lie in wait for me ſurroundeth 


me? 
who had come up againſt Jeruſa- 


lem, and had gone round her to 


reconnoitre her ſtrength, in order to 
take her, but were now fled away; 
calling upon them to return and go 
round her again, and ſee how en- 
tire her fortifications were; and 


bidding them tell the next gene- 


ration, that it would be in vain to 
attempt any thing againſt her, 
while the had Jehovah for her pro- 
tector.— Bp. H. ſhews that yal mut 
the two laſt words of this pſalm, 
which ought to be read yalamot, 
belong to the title of the next. 

P E R. 4. I will bow down mine 
ear) As they do who liſten atten- 


tively to what they play upon the 
harp. — The wiſe moral, which the 
pſalmiſt here inculcates, is the va- 
nity of riches when employed to oppreſs 
the poor. 

Ibid. I will open my dark queſtion) 
The dark queſtion is propoſed in 
the following period, and is an- 
ſwered in the reſt of the pſalm.— 
To open, ſignifies here, both 79 pro- 
poſe and to unfold or anſwer 4 
queſtion. 

PER. 5. In the days of adverſity) 
As this pſalm is addreſſed not to 
Iſraelites, but to all the nations of 
the world (See Per. 1.) the pſalmiſt 
was probably a captive in one 0 

them 


10 


11 


12 
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6 They who rely on their riches, 
And glory in the abundance of their wealth; _ 

7 Not one of them can by any means redeem his brother, 
Nor give unto God a ranſom tor him ; | : 

$ That he ſhould live for ever, 


And not lee corruption : 


9 For the redemption of their lives is of too high value, 
And they muſt be unredeemed for ever. 
10 For he may obſerve, that the wile die 
That they periſh as well as the fooliſh and thoughtleſs, 
And leave their riches to be poſſeſſed by others. 

11 They indeed think that their houſes ſhall continue for ever, 
And their dwelling-places from one generation to another, 
And call their lands after their own names. 

12 Nevertheleſs, man, though he be in honour, cannot continue z 


He is cut off like the beaſts that 


periſh. 


13 This their way is their folly , 
Yer their poſterity applaud zz. 
14 They are laid in the grave like ſheep ; 
Death ſhall feed on them, and the upright 
Shall have dominion over them in the morning, 
15 Their beauty ſhall conſume away, 
And the grave ſhall be their dwelling. 


them when he compoſed it. And 
the days of adverſity or calamity which 
he ſpeaks of, may be the days of 
his captivity. If fo, the upright 
(Per. 14.) may mean the Iſraelites. 

Ibid. When the iniquity of thoſe 
who lie in wait) Bp. H. obſerves 
that ci, when, is neceſſary to the 
ſenſe, and that the fecond word of 
the Hebrew verſe ought to be 
pointed as a participle, as Le Clerc 
and others have pointed it. 

PER. 8 and 9.) Theſe two pe- 
nods have been tranſpoſed by the 
tranſcribers, which our tranſlators 
do in effect acknowledge, by in- 
cluding one of them in a paren- 
theſis. Now I have reftored them 
to their proper places, the narra- 
tion goes on eaſily and naturally. 


Ibid. They muſt be unrede;med)Heb. 


They, that is, their lives, ß ceaſe, 
that is, to be ranſomed from the 
grave; whereas God would redeem 
the pſalmiſt's life (Per. 16.) from 
the power of the grave. 

PE R. 14. The upright ſhall have 
dominion, &c.) If this pſalm was 
compoſed during the Babyloniſh 
captivity, the ſenſe muſt be, When 
theſe rich oppreſſors are mouldered 
away in their graves, the Iſraelites, 
after a tedious night of affliction 
in captivity, ſhall be raifed up 
again, and reſtored to dominion 
in their own land, where they 
ſhould triumph over all ſuch as 
them. 

PeR. 15. The grave ſhall be their 
dwelling) The Bp. reads „ zebul 
lumo, which is undoubtedly right. 


16 But 
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16 But God ſhall redeem my life 
From the power of the grave; for he ſhall receive me. 
17 Fear not therefore when a man is grown rich, 
Or when the glory of his houſe is increaſed : 
18 For at his death he ſhall take nothing away with him, 
Neither ſhall his glory follow him. 
19 In his life time he might bleſs himſelf , 
(And ſo long as thou enjoyeſt thyſelf, thou wilt be praiſed :) 
20 Nevertheleſs, he ſhall go to the generation of his tathers, 
Who fhall never ſee light. 
21 Thus man, though he be in honour, cannot continue; 
He is cut off like the beaſts that periſh. 


PSALM L. 


A Pſalm of Aſaph, 

Who, to give the greater weight to his reproof of the Iſraelites, in. 
troduceth Jebovab, calling all his people together, and giving then 
his ſolemn charge. The Lord firſt declareth that he regarded not 
ſacrifices and ceremonial obſervances, but that the ſervice he re- 
quired, conſiſted in praiſing and calling upon him with ſincerity. 
He then ſeverely reproveth the bypocrites who profeſs to live in 
covenant with him and to ſerve him, and yet give themſelves up 11 

all manner of wickedneſs , after this he denounceth his judgment 
againſt them, and exhorteth them to repentance. 


I * the God of gods, ſpeaketh, and ſummoneth the 
and | 
From the riſing of the ſun unto the going down thereof. 
2 Out of Sion, the perfection of beauty, doth God 
Shine forth : Our God cometh, and will no longer 
Be filent ; a fire devoureth before him, | 
And a tempelt rageth around him. 
3 He calleth to the heavens above, 
And to the earth, that they may attend the judgment of his 
4 That the heavens may declare his righteouſneſs; [people, 
For God himſelf is the Judge: 


PER. 21. Cannot continue) The that the wiſe dis as well as the 
ſcope and drift of the pſaim ſhews fooliſh, Bp. H. therefore removes 
that jalin is the true reading. The the vau to the beginning of the 
preſent reading, and underſlanderh verſe, and reads the period, as Per. 
not, is nothing to the purpoſe ; for 12, is read, 
it is obſerved before (Per. 10.) 


5 That 
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5 Gather my ſaints unto me, ſaith he, even thoſe 
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Who have entered into my covenant by ſacrifice. 
6 Hear, O my people, and I will ſpeak; _ 
Attend, O Iſrael, and I will give thee a ſolemn admonition. 


I am God, even thy God: 


I will not reprove thee on account of thy ſacrifices 
And thy burnt-offerings; for theſe are continually before me; 
8 But I will not accept of the bullocks out of thy ſtalls, ; 
Nor of the he-goats out of thy folds : 
9 For every beaſt of the foreſt is mine, 
And the cattle upon a thouſand hills. 
10 I own all the fowls of the air, 
And the wild beaſts of the field are my poſſeſſion; 
11 If I was hungry, I would not apply to thee, 
For the world is mine, and all it contains. 
12 Shall 1 hen eat the fleſh of bulls ? 
Or drink the blood of goats ? 
13 No; Offer unto God the facrifice of praiſe, 


And pay thy vows unto the 


moſt High, 


14 In the time of diſtreſs call upon me; 
And, when I deliver thee, give me the glory. 
15 But to the wicked man God faith, 
What ſhould induce thee to publiſh my ſtatutes, 


Or to make mention of my 


covenant 


16 While thou hateſt inſtruction, 

And caſteſt my words behind thee ? 

17 When thou ſeeſt a thief, thou art pleaſed with him, 
And art partaker with adulterers, 

13 Thou giveſt thy mouth a looſe to ſpeak evil, 

And thy tongue uttereth deceit after deceit. 

19 Thou art continually talking againſt thy brother, 
And ſlandering thine own mother's fon. 

20 Theſe things haſt thou done, and I was filent all the chile; 
I bence thou concludeſt, that I am altogether ſuch a one 
As thyſelf : hut now I reprove thee, 

And lay thee open to thy face. 


Per. 8. The bullecks) Bp. Hare 
reads with the LXX parim, the 
metre requiring the plural termi- 
nation. 

PER. 10. Of the air) F. Houbi- 
gant reads haffamm, which is a 


very common expreſſion in Scrip- 
ture. In 2 Sam. xxii. 8. the reverſe 
of this miſtake has been commit- 
ed, hajſam«m, having been written 
for harim. ; 


F 2 21 Attend 
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Attend to this, I beſeech you, ye that forget God, 


Leſt I tear you in pieces, while there is none to reſcue you. 


22 He that offereth me the ſacrifice of praiſe, 


He it is that honoureth me ; and to him that is upright in my 
I will ſhew the ſalvation of God. [way 


PSALM EL 
A Pſalm of David, 


When Nathan the Prophet came unto him, 
After he had gone in to Bathſheba. 


David imploreth the mercy of God with great earneſtneſs; maketh 
confeſſion of his ſin; prayeth to be delivered from the guilt of it, 
and to be renewed by God's ſpirit ;, promiſeth to publiſh abroad his 
mercy for the encouragement of ſinners, then offereth up prayers 


for the proſperity of Feruſalem. 


I B E gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving- 


kindneſs ; 


According to the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my 


2 Waſh me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
And cleanſe. me from my fin. 


[tranſgreſſions 


3 For I acknowledge my tranſgreſſions, 
And my ſin is continually before me. 
4 Againſt thee, againſt thee thy.elf, have I ſinned, 
And in thy ſight I have committed | 
This evil; ſo that thou art juſt in paſſing ſentence «upon me, 


And clear in condemning me. 


5 Behold I was formed in iniquity, 
And in ſin did my mother conceive me. 


PER. 22. And to him that is up- 
right) The Bp. reads vetam, which 
is a known expreſſion in Scripture. 
See Prov. xiii. 6. Pf. exix. I. xv. 2. 
In the former part of this pe- 
riod he ſupplies Ji rebaß, which 
ſenſe and metre require, See Per. 
14. Pla). iv. 5. cvii. 22. exvi. 17. 

PER. 4. Again/t thee thyſelf) It is 
not true that David ſinned on!y 
againſt God; for he ſinned againſt 
Uriah, againſt Joab in making him 
an accomplice in his murder, and 
againſt Bathſheba by enticing her 


into ſin; to ſay nothing of the of. 
fence given to God's people. The 
ad verb therefore cannot have an 
excluſive ſenſe here; it only gives 
an emphaſis to the pronoun, as it 
does in Gal. vi. 4. Prov. ix. 12. 
See Glaſſius on this paſſage. —Dr. 
Taylor, in his Concord. renders it, 
Againſt thee ſeparately have I ſinned, 
that is, beſides the great injury dont 
to my neighbour, I have abuſed thy 
gordneſs and contemned thine auths- 
rity, This amounts to the ſame. 


6 But 


uy 
5 
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6 But lo! thou requireſt truth in my reins, 
And teacheſt me wiſdom in the inmoſt part. 
7 Purify me with hyſſop, that I may be clean; 
Waſh me, that I may be whiter than ſnow. 
8 Send me a meſlage of joy and gladneſs, 
That the bones which thou haſt broken may rejoice, 


9 Hide thy face from my fin, 


And blot out all mine iniquities. 
10 Create in me, O God, a clean heart, 
And renew a right ſpirit within me. 
11 Caſt me not away from thy preſence, 
And take not thy holy ſpirit from me. 
12 Reſtore to me the joy of thy ſalvation, 
And ſupport me with a chearful ſpirit : 
13 Then will I teach tranſgreſſors thy ways, 
And ſinners ſhall return unto thee. 


14 Deliver me from the guilt of blood, 


O thou God of my {ſalvation ; | 
Then ſhall my tongue ſing aloud of thy righteouſneſs, 
15 Do thou, O Lord, open my lips, | 
And my mouth ſhall publiſh thy praiſe. 
16 For thou deſireſt not ſacrifice, 
Elſe would I give it; but thou delighteſt not in burnt- offering. 
17 The ſacrifices which God delights in are a broken ſpirit; 
A broken and contrite heart thou wilt not deſpiſe. 
18 For thy N ee ſake, O God, do good 


Unto Sion; bui 


d thou the walls of Jeruſalem : 
19 Then ſhalt thou be pleaſed with the ſacrifices of righteouſneſs, 


With burnt-offerings and whole burnt-ofterings ; then ſhall 


Young bullocks upon thine altar. 


PER. 18. O God) The Bp. has 
reſtored elohim from the former 
period to this, where the metre re- 
quires it. — Some conclude from 
this period, that this pſalm was 
compoſed by a captive at Babylon 
when Jeruſalem lay in ruins, But 
it is more probable that the pſalm 
ended with the foregoing period, 
and that the two laſt periods were 
added by ſuch a captive to accom- 
modate it to his uſe. See Per. 35, 


F 3 


[they offer 


36, 37. of Pſal. Ixix. which were 
probably added to that pſalm for 
the ſame reaſon.— Titles were pre- 
fixed to the pſalms before the LXX 
made their verſion, if not by the 
Authors themſelves. And if thoſe 
who prefixed them could not tell, 
who were the Authors, and upon, 
what occaſions they were written, 
it will be in vain, 1 am afraid, for 
us to go about it. 
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PSALM III. 


A Pſalm of David, 


When Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul, 
Saying unto him: David is gone to the houſe of Ahimelech, 


David deſcribeth the malevolent diſpoſition of Doeg, and denounceth 
the judgments of God againſt him for having exaſperated Saul 
againſt the prieſts of the Lord, many of whom he had cruelly flain. 
He then comforteih himſelf with the goodneſs of God towards him, 


end praiſeth him for it. 


1 HY ͤſhouldſt thou bouſt of thy wickedneſs, 
Thou mighty man? The goodneſs of God faverreth 


2 With thy tongue thou deviſeſt miſchief 


[me daily, 


As with a ſharp razor, working deceit. 
3 Thou loveſt wickedneſs more than goodneſs, 

Aud to ſpeak what is falſe rather than what is right. 
4 Thou loveſt every thing that is baſe, 


O thou deceitful tongue. 


God ſhall aſſuredly deſtroy thee for ever; 
He ſhall lay hold of thee, and tear thee from hy dwelling. 
And root thee out of the Jand of the living. 8 
6 Then ſhall the righteous look on 
And fear; and ſhall laugh him to ſcorn. 


7 Behold, this is the man, ſhall they ſay, 


Who made not God his ſtrength ; 
But relied on the abundance of his riches, 
And ſtrengthened himſelf in his wickedneſs, 


PER. 2. As with a ſharp razor) 
A ſharp razor woundeth betore 
one is aware: in the fame treach- 
erous manner Doeg wounded the 
reputation of the Lord's prieſts, 
inſinuating to Saul that they had 
armed a rebellious ſubject againſt 
his Prince. 

PER. 4. Thing that is baſe) The 
Bp. reads dir: beligal, which is a 
known expreſſion in Scripture, 


(See Pal. xli. 8. ci. 3.) and he ac- 
counts well for the taulty reading, 
In the next verſe he ſupplies d- 
berah, which ſenſe and metre re- 


quire. 


PER. 7. Shall they ſay) The LXX 
read dejcmeru, and the Bp. obſerves 
that both metre and ſenſe juſtity 
them in reading it,—For the hit- 
tory to which this pfalm refers, 
See I Sam. xxii. 


8 But 


% 


THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 87 


8 But as for me, I ſhall be like a flouriſhing olive-tree 
In the houſe of God; I rely 
On the goodneſs of God for ever and ever. 

9 I will celebrate thee, O Lord, for ever, becauſe 
Thou haſt done it; and I will depend upon thy name, 


ch. Becauſe it is well- pleaſing to thy ſaints, 
oth PSALM LIII. 
hg) A Pſalm of David, 


iy. Mo complaineth of the impiety and general corruption of the people 
as who had led the Iſraelites into captivity ;, deſcribeth the vain ler- 

: rors of the people of God; and beggeth of him to bring them back 
to their own land. 


1 ME fool faith in his heart, There is no God; 


*eth They corrupt themſelves and commit abominable 
ily, Iniquity ; there is none that doeth good. 
2 The LoRD looked down from heaven 
Upon the ſons of men, to ſee 
Whether there was a wiſe man that fought after God. 
3 But they are every one of them revolted, and become offenſive ; 
There is none that doeth good, not ſo much as one. | 
4 Areallthe practiſers of idolatry without underſtanding 
: That they eat up my people, as they would eat 
Bread, and call not upon God? 
5 They were ſeized there with great fear, when they had no reaſon 
to fear; | | 
For God had ſcattered the bones of him that beſieged them. 
Thou, O God, didſt put them to confuſion, becauſe thou hadſt 
rejected them. 
6 Oh, that the deliverance of Iſrael was granted from out of Sion 
When God bringeth back his captive people, 
5a. Jacob ſhall rejoice, and Iſrael ſhall be glad. 
Ing. PSALM LIV. 
—_ A Pfalm of David. gi. e, N 
When the Ziphites came and ſaid to Saul, 2. 
XX Doth not David conceal himſelf amongſt us? 
oa The pſalmiſt prayeth God to defend him from thoſe who ſougbt his 
=. life, and promiſeth to praiſe and bleſs him, when he has granted 
fers, his requeſt. 
I QAVE me, O God, for thy name's ſake, 
But And do me juſtice by thy power. 
8 F 4 2 Hear 
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2 Hear my prayer, O God Part 
Give ear to the words of my mouth. 

3 For the proud are riſen up againſt me, 
And oppreſſors ſeek my Hfe; 
They {ct not God before them. 

4 Behold, God is my helper ; 


b fr 2 


The Lord is among thoſe that ſupport me. 
5 To thoſe who lie in wait for me he will repay evil: 
Cut them off, O God, for thy truth's ſake. 

6 I vill freely offer ſacrifice unto tlie; ; 

I will celebrate thy name, O LoRD, becauſe it is right: 
+ For thou delivereſt me from all my diſtreſs, 

And letteſt mine eyes look mine enemies in the face. 


, F305: 


PSALM LV. 


A Pſalm of David, 


Who deſcribeth his diſtreſs when he was purſued by his enemies, pro- 

 bably in the time of Abſalont's rebellion; and complaineth of the 
treachery of his ſubjetts, more particularly of one, who was pro- 
bably Abitophel, begging that God would confound their counſels 
and deſtroy the authors of them. And at length, from a view of 
the perfidionſneſs of his enemies and of his own integrity, he com- 
forteth himſelf with hopes that God would not forſake bim, but 
eoould defiroy theſe who ſought his ruin. 


IVE ear, O God, to my prayer, 
And hide not thyſelf from my ſupplication. 
2 Attend unto me, and anſwer me, 
While in my complaint I weep and cry aloud, 
Becauſe of the inſults of the enemy, and the oppreſſion of the 


3 For they lay iniquity to my charge, 


[wicked. 


And bear me a violent hatred. 
4 My heart is wounded within me, 
And the terrors of death are fallen upon me. 


Per. 3. The l Bp. H. and 
Mr. Mudge read zedim, as the 
 Chaldee and the parallel place 
Pſ. IxXxxvi. 14. have it. 

PER. 6. [tis right) Fob frequently 
ſignifies what is right, fitting ; (See 
Taylor's Concord.) and this ſenſe 
ſeems t to ſuit ſome places better 


than any other. — See the hiſtory 


to which this pſalm refers, 1 Sam, 
XX111. 19—29. 
PER. 2. pile I weep) dimnah 
is either underſtood, or has been 
3 after arid. Comp. Iſai. 
xv 
PE R. 4. JYounded) The words 
| Which 
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5 Fear and trembling are come upon me, 
And an horrible dread overwhelmeth me. 
6 And I ſay within myſelf, Oh, that I had wings | 
For then would I fly away like a dove, 
And be at reſt; behold, I would get me away 
Afar off, and take up my abode in the wilderneſs. 
7 J would haſten away to a ſhelter e 
From the ſweeping ſtorm and tempeſt. 
8 Divide, O Lord, divide their tongues; 
For I have ſeen violence and ſtrife in the city, 
9 Day and night they go round about her, 
Iniquity and miſchief are upon her walls. 
10 Wickedneſs is in the midſt of her, fraud 
And deceit depart not out of her ſtreets, 


11 For it is not mine enemy who diſhonoureth me; 
This I could bear: nor is it one who hated me that exalteth 
Himſelf againſt me; for then I could hide myſelf from him 
12 But it is thou, the man whom I took 


Ls. dt 


For my guide and my friend. 


13 We ſweetly communicated our ſecrets in private, 


And in publick we walked together to the houſe of God. 
14 Let death ſuddenly overtake them, | 
Leet them go down alive into the grave; 

For wickedneſs is in their dwellings and in their hearts. 
15 But as for me, I will call upon God, Eh 
And the LoRD ſhall ſave me. 1 
16 In the evening and morning and at noon | 
I will complain and cry aloud ; and he ſhall hear my voice. 


which follow require this ſenſe of 
the verb. See Pal. cix. 19. The 
root being Halal, the laſt jod is re- 
dundant. 

PER. 7. To a ſbelter) The pre- 
poſition, le, has been dropped be- 
fore the Hebrew word. | 

PER. 8. Divide) The Bp. reads 
the ſame verb in the beginning of 
this verſe as at the end, which is 
in all probability the true reading. 
See the like elegant repetition of 


the verb. Pſal. lix. 13. 


PR R. q. Iniguity, &c.) Bp. H. 
places the words of this verſe in 


their proper order; reſtores the 
laſt word of this period to tlie be- 
ginning of the next; and ſhews 
that the ſecond word of the next 
period is redundant. 

P E R. II.) Ahitophel ſeems to 
be pointed at in this and the two 
following periods, and alſo in 19 
and 20. — The Bp. affixes the jod 
to the firſt ſubſtantive of this pe- 
riod, which is at preſent prefixed 
to the verb. | ys 5 

PER. 14. Overtake them) The 
Bp. reads with the LXX jaſſig. 
See Pſal. vil, 5. Ixix, 24. 

17 He 
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17 He ſhall reſcue and ſave me from the battle againſt me; 


For he is on my ſide againſt multitudes : 
God ſhall hear me, and he that reigneth eternally ſhall bring 
18 They experience no change of fortune, them down, 
And therefore will not fear God, 
19 He hath put forth his hands againft thoſe who were 
At peace with him, and hath broken his covenant. 
20 His countenance is ſmoother than butter, | 
Yet war is in his heart; his words are ſofter | 
Than oil, yet are they drawn ſwords. 
21 Caſt thy care upon the Lokp, 
And he ſhall ſupport thee; he will never ſuffer 
The righteous man to be caſt down. 
22 But thou, O God, ſhalt bring them down 
I 0o the pit of deſtruction: bloody and deceitful 
| Men ſhall not live out half their days: 
But as for me, I will rely on thee, O LoRD. 


. 
b 


PSALM LVI. 
A Pſalm of David, 
When the Philiſtines ſeized upon him in Gath 


In which be deſcribeth the watchfulneſs of his enemies to deſtroy him, 
Prayeth for deliverance from them, and comforteth himſelf with 
the promiſe of Cod to protect him. 8 | 


1 DE gracious unto me, O God, 
For man is ready to devour me; 
He is daily fighting againſt me, that he may cruſh me. 
2 They who lie in wait for me are daily ready to devour me, . 
For they are many who fight againſt me, O thou moſt High: b 
But when J am afraid, I will rely upon thee. 


PER. 17. He ſball reſcue) The friendſhip wherein he ſtood engag- 
LXX read this verb in the future. ed to his king. 
The Bp. approves of it; and reads PER. 20. His countenance) The 
the next verb in the third perſon LXX read panay; and the Bp. ob- 
fingular, which makes good ſenſe ſerves that both ſenſe and verſe re- 
of the paſſage. At the latter end quire it. At the end of the laſt 
of the Per. by the tranſpoſition of period of the pſalm, he ſupplies 
a letter, he reads Jojeb with the jahvoh from the LXX. — The hiſ- 
A tory to which this pſalm refers 

PER. 19. And broke his covenant) may be read in 2 Sam. xv. xvi. 
that is, the bond of allegiance and xvil. 
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3 J will praiſe God becauſe of his promiſe ; 


I will rely upon God, 


And will not fear what fleſh can do unto me. 

4 They daily wreſt my words 

All their devices againſt me are for miſchief. 

5 They gather themſelves together againſt me, and lie 
Concealed ; they mark my ſteps, ' | 
When they lie in wait for my life. 

6 Deliver me from them on account of their iniquity z 
In thine anger, O God, bring them down. i 

Thou numbereſt my wandrings from place to place; 


Thou treaſureſt up my tears in 
Are they not put down in thy boo 


20 


8 On the day I call upon thee, mine enemies 
Shall be put to flight; this I know, | 
For thou, O God, art on my fide. 

9 I will praiſe God becauſe of his promiſe ; 


I will rely upon God, 


And will not fear what man can do unto me. 
10 Unto thee, O God, I will pay my vows, 

Unto thee I will offer the ſacrifice of praiſe z 
11 Becauſe thou delivereſt my life from death, 
Mine eyes from tears, and my feet 

From falling, that I may walk before 

Thee in the land of the living. 


Pe. 7. My wandrings) David 
fled firſt, to Samuel at Naioth, 


I Sam. xix. 18. then, to Jonathan, 


xx. 1. then, to Nob, xxi. 1. after 
that, to Gath, y. 10. where the 
Philiſtines ſeized him, which gave 
occaſion to this pſalm. 

PER. 7. I. 2. Thou treaſureſt up 
my tears) Thou takeſt notice of 
every tear I ſhed, and wilt keep 
my troubles in remembrance for 
my good. 

PER. 8. Iwill call upon thee) Bp. 
Hare follows the LXX in affix- 
ing the pronoun to the verb, and 
in ſupplying, attah, at the end of 
the period. The next period he 


reads in the ſame manner as the 
third period is read, except that he 
retains adam. | 
PER. 10. The Bp. makes ex- 
cellent ſenſe of this period, by 
reading yalica elohim nidrai, that is, 
by affixing the caph to the firſt word 
of this verſe, which is faultily af- 
fixed to the laſt; and by ſupplying 
the latter clauſe of the period with 


the verb ezbeZah. See Pſ. I. 13, 22. 


CVII. 22. cxvi. 7. 

PER. II.) The true reading is 
reſtored to this period from the 
parallel place, Pſal. cxvi. 7. — The 
hiſtory to Which this pſalm refers, 
is to be read 1 Sam. xxi. 


PSALM 


2 , F 1736. 
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PSALM LVII. 
A Pſalm of David, 


When he fled from Saul into the cave; in which he calleth upon 
God for his help, and ſheweth the firm confidence he had in his 


protection. 


1 BE gracious unto me, O God, be gracious unto me, 
For my ſoul maketh thee her refuge; 
And I will retire under the ſhadow of thy wings, 
Until this calamity paſſeth away, | 
2 When I cry unto God the moſt High, 
Unto God who is bountiful to me; 
3 Then will he ſend from heaven, even God 
Will ſend forth his loving-kindneſs and his faithfulneſs, 
That he may fave me, and expoſe him to ſhame who would 


I dwell among lions, 


Among the ſons of men who are incendiaries; 


[devour me, 


Whoſe teeth are ipears and arrows, 
And whoſe tongue is a ſharp {word : 
5 Who have laid a net for my feet, 
And pulled me down ; who have dug a pit 
Before me, but are fallen into the midſt of it themſelves. 
Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens ! 
Be thy glory diſplayed over all the earth | 


7 My heart, O God, is ready; 


My heart is ready; I will ſing and give praiſe. 

8 Awake, O my tongue, awake; 
I will alſo awake early the pſaltery and harp. 

9 I will celebrate thee, O Lord, among the nations; 
I will ſing praiſe unto thee among the people: 


PER. 2. Js bountiful) It appears 
probable from the prepoſition which 
follows this verb, that the true 
reading is gomel, Comp. Pl. xiii. 5. 
exvi. 7, 12. and the LXX. | 

P ER. 3.) Bp. H. has placed the 
words of this period in their pro- 
per order. — In the next period the 
verb ſhould be read in the 3d perf. 
fem. to agree with nap/7. | 


PER. 5. And pulled nie down) Af- 


ter they had entangled a wild beaft 
in their net, to make ſure of him, 
they uſed to pull him down. This 
is the image which the pſalmiſt 
here uſes. Bp. H. reads with the 
LXX 7appu.—The reader will ob- 
ſerve that the connection required 
the tranſpoſition of this period. — 
See the hiſtory to which this pſalm 
refers. 1 Sam. xxiv. 
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10 Becauſe thy loving-kindneſs reacheth unto the heavens, 


And thy faithfulneſs unto the clouds. 
11 Be thou exalted; O God, above the heavens ! 
Be thy glory diſplayed over all the earth ! 


PSALM LVIII. 
A Pſalm of David, 


IWherein be reproveth the judges, the princes of Saul's court, for 
paſſing an unrighteous ſentence upon himſelf, probably, as guilty of 
ſeeking Saul's life; and beggeth of God to defeat their unjuſt at- 
tempts to deſtroy bim, and openly to ſhew himſelf the protellor of 


the innocent. 


11 O ye really pronounce a righteous ſentence, O ye princes 2 
And do ye adminiſter upright juſtice to the ſons of men? 


2 No; in your hearts ye meditate iniquity, | 
And with your hands ye commit violence in the land. 
3 The wicked are ſtrangers to pity, 
They turn aſide from compaſſion, telling lies, 
4 Their poiſon is like the poiſon of a ſerpent ; 
They are like the deaf adder which ſtoppeth her ears : 
5 Which liſteneth not to the voice of her charmers ; 
To the voice of him who charmeth the moſt ſkiltully. 
6 Break their teeth, O God, in their mouths ; 
Beat out the jaw-teeth of the young lions, O LoRD. 
7 Let them waſte away like water which runneth 2 ; 
Let God ſhoot his arrows at them, and let them be cut off. 
8 Like as the ſnail diſſolveth, fo let them paſs away; | 
Like the untimely birth of a woman, let them not ſee the ſun. 
9 Sooner than the bramble can heat your pots, | 
Let God's wrath, like a ſtormy wind, ſweep him away. 


PER. I. O ye princes) The true 
reading is probably elim, as the in- 
genious Mr. Mudge obſerves. — 
In the next period the Bp. has 
tranſpoſed the two verbs, fenſe and 
metre requiring it. 

PER. 3. From compaſſion) Heb. 
From the belly. But the belly is by a 
metonymy here put for the con- 
tents of the belly, e bowels. Thus 
Hab. iii. 21. for my belly trembled, 1 


have ſubſtituted, my bowels were 
troubled, which conveys the ſenſe 
of the prophet more eaſily, 

PER. g. Like a ſtormy wind) The 
printed text reads cemo hai, which 
mult be a faulty reading, becauſe 
no one has been able to make ſenſe 
of it. But what is the true, it 1s 
not eaſy to ſay. That a comparifon 
was intended, plainly appears from 
the particles of compariſon, = 

| 1 


land 
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10 Then ſhall the righteous rejoice when he ſeeth the vengeance ; 
He ſhall bathe his feet in the blood of the wicked. 
11 Then ſhall men ſay, Doubtleſs, there is a reward for the 
| righteous 3 


Doubtleſs, there is a God who doeth Juſtice on the earth. 


PSALM LIX. 


AP ſalm of David, 
When Saul ſent, and they watched the houſe to kill him; 
In which be layeth before God the great danger he was in, and en- 
treateth him to deliver him from his enemies, to reſtrain their ma- 
lice, and to make them an example to all the world. 


I 3 me, O my God, from mine enemies; 
Protect me from thoſe who riſe up againſt me. 
2 Deliver me from thoſe who practiſe idolatry; 
Save me from bloody men. 
3 For behold, they lie in wait for my life; 
Violent men are gathered againſt me, 
O Lokp, without any offence or fault of mine. 
4 They run and poſt themſelves 70 ſeize upon me, 
Without any tranſgreſſion of mine; ariſe 
To my aſſiſtance, and look upon me. 
5 Do thou, O LoRD, the God 
Of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, 
Awake to vilit all the heathen ; 
Shew no favour to any of thoſe who practiſe idolatry. 
6 They return in the evening, growl 
Like a dog, and go round the city. 
7 Behold, they ſpeak freely with their mouths, and ſwords 
Are within their lips; for Who, ſay tbey, doth hear? 
8 But thou, O LoRD, ſhalt laugh them to ſcorn ; 
Thou ſhalt hold all the nations in deriſion. | 
Unto thee, O my ſtrength, will I ſing praiſe , 
For God is my fortreſs. 


if ſo, what compariſon can ſuit the a very common expreſſion in Scrip- 


force of the verb and ſenſe of the 
place ſo well as this? Poſſibly then 
the right reading may be cemo rug, 
which in connection with the verb 
may be rendered, lite a flormy wind, 

PER. 5. Who practiſe idolatry) 
The LXX read poyal: on, which is 

: 2 


ture, and is uſed in Per. 2. of this 
pſalm: but the other is not to be 
met with. — It appears from this 
period that the emiſſaries employ- 
ed by Saul to kill David, were ido- 

laters. 
PR. 9.) The ſagacious Bp. H. 
obſerves, 


10 


11 


12 


13 
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10 My God ſhall prevent me with his loving kindneſs; 
God ſhall let me look in the face thoſe who lie in wait for me. 


11 Slay them not at preſent, leſt thy people 
Forget it ; but by thy power, 


O Lord our ſhield, 


Depoſe them, and make them vagabonds. | 

12 Forget not the fin of their mouth, nor the ſpeech of their lips; 
And let them be enſnared in their own infolence. 

13 For the curſes and lies which they utter, 
Deſtroy them at length in thy wrath, deſtroy them that they 
That it may be known to the ends of the earth, be no more; 


That God ruleth in Jacob. 


14 Let them return in the evening, grow! 
Like a dog, and go round the city. 

15 Let them prowl about for food, | 
And lie abroad all night, if they be not ſatisfied. 


16 But as for me, I will ſing of thy ſtrength, 


And publiſh aloud thy loving-kindneſs in the morning; 


Becauſe thou art my fortreſs, 


And my refuge in the day of my diſtreſs. 


PSALM LX. 

A Pſalm of David, 
When he had fought with the Syrians of Meſopotamia, 
And with the Syrians of Zobah : and when Joab returned 
And ſlew twelve thouſand of the Edomites 


In the valley of Salt. 


David deſcribeth the calamities and diſtreſſes of the people of God 
when forſaken by bim; and their vittories and ſucceſſes when 
taken into his favour : and preyeth that he would now proſper 


their arms againſt Edom. 


I 1 O God, haſt caſt us off and diſperſed us; 
Thou haſt alſo been angry with us; Oh, reſtore us to 


thy favour. 


obſerves, that the laſt period of this 
pſalm is only a more correct read- 
ing of this. The ingenious Mr. 
Pilkington is of the ſame opinion. 
Fee his Remarks on Scripture, p. 36. 
The true reading then of this verſe 
is yr, elica azammerah, This 


reading I have followed, and have 
left the laſt period untranſlated. 
PER. 10. My God) The LXX 
read elohai. The prepofition be is 
underſtood before Bd. See Pfal. 
xxi. 3.—-9ce the hiſtory this pſalm 
refers to, 1 SAM, xix. I1—18, 


2 Thou 
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2 Thou haſt ſhaked the land, and haſt rent it; 


Heal its breaches ; for it is in a tottering ſtate. 
3 Thou haſt ſhewn thy people great ſeverity, 


Thou haſt given us a draught of intoxicating wine. 


To be diſplayed in the cauſe of hy 


But now thou haſt given to thoſe who fear thee a ſtandard 


truth. 


5 Save me with thy right hand and anſwer me, 
That thy beloved people may be delivered. 

6 God hath ſpoken zz in his ſanctuary; 
I ſhall Zherefore triumph, and divide Shechem, 
And meaſure out the valley of Succoth. 

7 Gilead is on my ſide, and Manaſſeh is on my ſide; 
Ephraim is the E-lmet of my head; 


Judah is my ſcepter. 


PE R. 6. Divide Shechem) The 
valley of Succoth lay on the eaſt- 
ſide of Jordan in the tribe of Gad; 
and fo probably did the Shechem 
here mentioned. At this time they 
both ſeem to have been in the 
hand of the enemy; and David 
declares here that, as ſoon as he 
had taken them, he would diyjde 
them among his own people. 

PR R. 7. Gilead is on my fide) In 
this Per. the tribes are mentioned, 
which would accompany him in 
this expedition. — Gilead, as it is 
here diſtinguiſhed from Manaſſeh, 
muſt mean the tribe of Gad, which 
was a very warlike tribe. 

Ibid. Manaſſeh is on my fide; E- 
phraim, &c.) Theſe tribes, which 
deſcended from the Patriarch Jo- 
ſeph, were two numerous and war- 
like tribes, according to Moſes” 
prophecy, Deut. xxxiii. 17. Con- 
cerning Joſeph he ſaid : 

The grandeur of his appearance is like 
| that of the firſtling of an ox ; 

His horns are like the horns of the 

unicorn, | 
With theſe he ſhall puſh the nations 
Together, even to the ends of the earth. 
Such are the ten thouſands of Ephraim, 
And ſuch the thouſands of Maugſſeh. 


Ephraim ſeems to have been pitch- 
ed upon for his helmet to protect 
his head, as being the moſt nu- 
merous and warlike tribe. 

Ibid. Judah is my ſcepter) It is 
more ſuitable to the reſt of the 
images here uſed, to render mejs- 
kek, ſcepter, rather than latu-giver. 
It certainly ſignifies a ruler's ſtaff, 
or ſome enſign of authority, as ap- 
pears from its being uſed in a ſenſe 
equivalent to ſebef, Gen. xlix. 10. 
Num. xxi. 18. Judg. v. 14. — Ju- 
dah was another very warlike tribe. 
'The Patriarch Jacob conveys his 
prophecy of him under the image 
of a Lion couching upon a ſcep- 
ter, whom none dare route up, to 
take it from him. Gen. xlix. 9,10. 
Judah is a Lion's whelp : 

T hou art gone up, O my ſon, from de- 

vouring the prey. 

He coucheth as a Lion, and lieth down 

As a Lioneſs ; who ſhall rouſe him up? 

The pon ſhall not depart from 
Judah, 

Nor te ruler”s flaff from between his 
eel. | 

Here David ſpeaks of this warlike 

tribe of Judah, as his /cepter, as the 

ſupport of his crown and royal 


dignity, 
| oa 
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8 Moab ſhall be my waſhpot ; 


To Edom I will caſt my ſhoes ; 
Over Philiſtia I will triumph. 
9 Who will bring me into the ſtrong city? 
Who will conduct me into Edom ? 
10 Wilt not thou, O God, who didſt caſt us off, 
And refuſedſt to go forth with our armies ? 
11 Oh, give us thy aſſiſtance in our diſtreſs ; 


For the help of man is vain. 


12 Through God we ſhall do great deeds ; 
For he himſelf will tread down our adverſaries. 


PSALM LXI. 


A Pſalm of David, 
WWherein be entreateth God to hear his prayer, and to take him into 
his protection. 


I EAR my cry, O God; 
Give ear unto my prayer. 
2 I call upon thee from the remoteſt part 
Of the land, now my heart fainteth. 
3 Oh, conduct me upto the rock whicis too high for me to reach; 
For thou haſt ever been my refuge, 
And my ſtrong fortreſs againſt the enemy. 
4 I will take up my abode in thy tabernacle for ever; 
I will take refuge under the cover of thy wings. 
5 For thou, O God, art he who heareſt my vows; 
Thou giveſt an inheritance to thoſe who fear thy name. 


6 Grant the _ a long life; 


Let his years endure throughout all generations. 


PER. 8. Moab ſhall be my waſh- 
pot, &c.) that is, I will reduce 
Moab and Edom to the loweſt 
ſtate of ſervitude. The firſt ſhall 
waſh my feet, the laſt ſhall clean 
my ſhoes : Philiſtia ſhall grace my 
triumph. See 2 Sam. viii. — The 
laſt verb of this period I read, as 


it is read in the parallel place, Pſ. 


eviii. 9. 
PER. 10.) elohim is repeated in 
the 2d verſe of this period; but 


the metre ſhews it to be redundant. 
PER. 2. From the remoteſt part of 
the land) It is generally concluded 
from theſe words, that this pſalm 
was compoſed by David while he 
was at Mahanaim, which lies be- 
yond Jordan in the remoteſt part 
of Judea, whither he had fled from 
Abſalom. See 2 Sam. xvii. 22, 24. 


PER. 5. An inheritance to thoſe) - 


The Bp. reads with the LXX je- 
ru jah lejire. 


7 Let 
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Let him reign before thee for ever | 

Let thy loving-kindneſs and faithfulneſs preſerve him. 
8 Thus will I ſing praiſe unto thy name for ever, 

That I may daily perform my. vows. 


a PSALM LXII. 

A Pſalm of David, 
In which he teſlifieth that his confidence in God made him perfectly 
eaſy under the perſecution of his enemies; and exhorteth others not 
to truſt in men, nor in worldly goods, but in God alone, who is the 
diſpoſer of all things, and the rewarder of all men. 


I My ſoul, wait thou only upon God; 
For my ſalvation is from him. 

2 He only is my rock and my ſalvation; 5 
He is my fortreſs, ſo that I cannot be greatly caſt down. 

3 How long will ye puſh againſt a ſingle man? 

Ye ſhall all of you be ſlain, and fall on a ſudden 
Like a bending wall, or a tottering fence. 

4 They only conſult how to caſt me down from my dignity, 
And delight in lies; they bleſs with their mouths, 
While they curſe in their hearts. | 

5 O my ſoul, wait thot only upon God; 

For upon him is my dependence. 
6 He only is my rock and my falvation ; 
He is my fortreſs, ſo that I cannot be caſt down. 

7 God is my ſalvation and my glory; 

God is my ſtrong rock and my refuge. ; 

8 Rely upon him, O ye people, on every occaſion, 
And pour out your hearts before him ; I 
For God is our refuge. 

Men of low rank are only vanity ; 

And men of high, are deceit ; when weighed 

In the balance, they are all together lighter than vanity. 
10 Rely not on oppreſſion ; 

Grow not vain on rapine ; 

When riches increaſe, ſet not your hearts upon them. 


PER. 7.) man, as the Bp. ob- 
ſerves, is redundant both here and 
in Pſal. Ixxiii. q. 

PER. 3. Will ye puſb The he- 
brew verb is uſed no where but 
here, Mr, Mudge gives it this 


ſenſe, which is as ſuitable to the 
place and ſimile, as any other. — 
The Bp. reads the verb in the iſt 
period in the imperative, as it is 


read in the 5th period. 
11 God 


Wy. 


E 


8 
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11 God hath ſpoken once, 

Nay twice I have heard of him this, 
12 That power belongeth to thee, O God, 

And that to thee at belongeth kindneſs ; ſeeing thou 

Art he who rendereſt to every man according to his work. 


PSALM LXIII. 4 Herder 
A Pſalm of David, . 


When he was in the wilderneſs of Judah; 
Mperein he declareth, that he dęſired nothing ſo earneſtly as to be in 
the houſe of God, and that the ſenſe of his goodneſs filled him with 


unſpeakable joy, an a confidence not to be ſhaken by all the at- 
tempts of his enemies. 


I God, thou art my God; I will ſeek thee early. 
My ſoul thirſteth after thee, 
My fleſh longeth for thee, like a parched 
- And droughty ſoil without water. 
2 Thus do I Jong to look upon thee in thy ſanctuary, 
That I may ſee thy power and glory. 
3 My lips ſhall celebrate thee, | 
Becauſe thy loving-kindneſs is VFter than life. 
4 In this manner will I bleſs thee all my days, 
And lift up my hands in thy name. 
5 My foul is feaſted as with marrow 
And fatneſs, while my mouth is 
Praiſing thee with joyful lips 
6 While I am calling thee to mind on my bed, 
And meditating on thee in the night watches. 
7 For thou haſt ever been my help, 
And I will ſing for joy while I am under the ſhadow of thy 
8 My ſoul cleaveth unto thee; - [wings, 
Thy right hand ſupporteth me. 
9 They {eek to deſtroy my life; 
But they ſhall go into the lower parts of the earth. 


PER. 1. Like a parched ſoil) The the ſame ſenſe, by 1 the 
Bp. prefixes caph inſtead of beth, two verſes of this period. | 
that is, one ſimilar letter inſtead of PER. 9. They ſeek) The metre 
another, Comp. Pſal. cxliii. 6. ſhews that the vau, which is pre- 

PER. 2, s do long) The fixed to the firſt verſe of this pe- 
former period requires this ſenſe. riod, ought to be prefixed to the 
Our tranſlators have given nearly ſecond, 
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10 They ſhall be delivered up to the ſword, 
And become a portion for foxes. 
11 But the king ſhall rejoice in God; 
Every one that ſweareth by him ſhall glory, W: 
While the mouth of thoſe who utter lies ſhall be ſtopped. 


* 


PSALM, LXIV. 


A Pſalm of David, 
In which he entreateth God to defend him from the. ſubtilty and 
cruelty of his enemies; and foretelleth their ruin, which, he de- 
clares, will be manifeſt to all. 8 


1 EAR my voice, O God, while I pour out my complaint; 
H Preſerve my life from fear of the enemy. 
2 Hide me from the private conſultation of evil-doers, 
And from the open inſurrection of the practiſers of idolatry; 
3 Who whet their tongue like a ſworxd, 
And ſhoot out, like arrows, their envenomed words, 
4 To hit the upright man in ſecret a 
They hit him when he is not aware, and fear not. 
5 They encourage themſelves in this baſe action; 
They confer how they nm hide their ſnares, 
And ſay, Who can ſee us ?* 
6 They diſguiſe their iniquities, 
And hide them with deep diſſimulation; 
The inſide and heart of every one of them is deep. 
But God ſhall ſhoot bis arrow at them, 
And they ſhall be wounded when they are not aware. 
8 They ſhall cauſe the miſchief of their tongues to fall upon 
themſelves, 6 
And every one that looketh upon them ſhall flee away. 
9 Then ſhall all men fear, 
And declare it to be God's work; 
| For they ſhall perceive it to be his doing. 
10 The righteous man ſhall rejoice in the LoRD, and make him 
Yea, all the upright in heart ſhall glory. [his refuge, 


PR. 6. They diſguiſe) The learn- diſguiſe; and I am of opinion with 
ed Schultens tells us, he could ne- Mr, Mudge, that it has this ſenſe 
ver diſcover the Jr ſenſe of here. — This pſalm was probably 

this word. In hithpael and in puha! compoſed under the perſecution of 
(Prov. xxviii. 12.) it ſignifies to Saul. 
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PSALM LXV. | 
A Pfalm of David. - 
WWho praiſeth God for the ſpiritual bleſſings, which he granted to 
thoſe who worſhipped him on mount Sion; and for the temporal 
bleſſings, which he beſtowed upon the Iſraelites, eſpecially in the 
fruitfulneſs of the land of Canaan. 


I RAISE attendeth thee | 
O God, in Sion; and unto thee - 
Shall the vow be performed in Jeruſalem. 

2 Thou art he who heareſt prayer; 

Therefore unto thee ſhall all fleſh come. . 

3 Our iniquities prevail againſt us; | 
But thou art he who blotteſt out our tranſgreſſions. 

4 Happy is the people whom thou chuſeſt, and admitteſt to dwell 
In thy courts : Oh, that we may be filled with the plenty 
Of thy houſe, and the holy things of thy temple ! 

O God of our falvation, thou in thy righteouſneſs 
Anſwereſt us by doing awful things : 
Thou art the confidence of all thg remoteſt parts of the earth 
and the ſea. | E 

6 It is the LoRD who ſetteth faſt the mountains by his ſtrength, 
And is girded about with his mighty power: 

Who huſheth the roaring of diſtant ſeas, 

The rage of their waves, and the madneſs of the people. 


PER. 1. In Feruſalem) The Vul- Providence mentioned in the fol- 
gate has this word, which in all lowing periods, which, however 
probability it had from the LXX, they may be diſregarded by us 
and the LXX from the Hebrew. through our familiarity with them, 
It correſponds to in Sion in the are the moſt ſtupendous, amazing, 
former part of the period, and by and awful, ſuch as will always en- 
this means both the parts of it be- gage the enquiry, and excite the 
come equivalent. — The Bp. in the wonder of the profoundeſt philo- 
beginning of the next period ſup- ſophers ; but will for ever ſurpaſs 
plies attah, and in the 3d Per, he their comprehenſion. 
reads with the LXX mennu. PER. 7. Diſtant) The Bp. re- 

PER. 4. Holy things) So the word ſtores re3okim from the period above 
is rendered by our tranſlators in where it is redundant, to this 
another place; and this ſenſe is where it is neceſſary to the metre. 
ſuitable to this place. And this is ſuitable to the men- 


PER. 5. Awful things) By theſe tion of the remoteſt paſts of the earth 
are meant the Works of God's in Per.6 and 8. 
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8 They who dwell in the remoteſt parts of the earth 
Stand in awe of the tokens of thy power; 
Thou makeſt the returns of morning and evening to fing for 


Thou viſiteſt the earth and watereſt it ; 


Loy. 


Thou greatly enricheſt it with thy 

River, which is full of water; 

And thus thou provideſt for them corn. 
10 Thou ſoakeſt its furrows, and mouldereſt 


Its clods ; thou ſoftneſt it 


With the drops of rain, and bleſſeſt the increaſe of it. 
11 Thou crowneſt the year with thy bounty, | 
And thy clouds drop down fatneſs. 


12 They drop it upon the ihe go 
abo 


And the hills are gi 


res of the wilderneſs, 


ut with @ robe f1 Joy- 
13 The mountains are n with flocks, 


And the vallies arrayed with corn; 
So that they ſhout aloud for j Joy, and Gag, 


PSALM LXVI. 


The prophet celebrates God for the deliverances he had formerly 
granted his people. He then praiſeth him for the favours he him- 
ſelf had received from himgand calleth upon all good men to learn 
of him, to truſt in God and to fear him more and more. 


_— unto God with joyful melody, all ye lands ; 
Sing a pſalm to the honour of his name ; 
Give him 12 glory of his praiſe. 
2 Say unto N How 2 are * 
Thy works ! through the greatneſs of thy power 
Thine enemies ſhall” 0 thee. bait 
3 All the earth ſhall worſhip thee, 
And ſing praiſe unto thy name. 


PER. 8. Of the earth) The Bp. 
ſupplies arez, which is neceſſary 
both to ſenſe and verſe. 

PER. 9. Thy river) Heb. The 
river of God. The clouds, thoſe 
reſervoirs of water which are open- 
ed and ſhut up at God's pleaſure, 
are here called the river of God; by 
ſhowers from which he refreſhed 
the earth at the time of the former 
and latter rain. 


PER. 9. Thou provideſt) The 


Hebrew verb is repeated in this 
verſe with a feminine affix : but 
in the Bp's judgment one verb 1s 
only a correction of the other, 
neither are they both conſiſtent 
with either ſenſe or verſe. 

PER. 13. The mountains) The 
Bp. reads harim, mountains, which 
is oppoſed to vallies in the next 
line. 

PE R. 3. Shall ſing praiſe) leca je- 
Zammeru, as the Bp. obſerves, is re- 

peated 
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Come and ſee the works of God ; | 


How awful he is in his doings towards the ſons of men. 
5 It is he who turned the ſea into dry land, 


That they might paſs between the waters on foot; 
There did they rejoice in him. | 


6 It is he who ruleth for ever by his mighty power, 


And whoſe eyes watch over the nations; 


Let not the rebellious lift up their head. 
Bleſs our God, O ye people, | 


And 3 his praiſe. 
8 It is 


e who preſerveth our ſouls in life, 


And ſuffereth not our feet to ſlip. 


9 Thou didſt indeed 2 us, " 
ilver is tried. 


And try us like as 


10 Thou broughteſt us into a ſnare, 

Aud laideſt a burden upon our loins. 
11 Thou ſufferedſt men to ride on our heads, 

And we paſſed through fire and water ; 7 

But at length thou broughteſt us out into a well watered land. 
12 I will go into thy houſe with burnt-offerings, 


And pay thee my vows, 
13 Which my lips uttered, 


And my mouth promiſed when T was in diſtreſs. 
14 J will offer unto thee fat burnt ſacrifices, 


With rams and incenſe ; 


I will offer unto thee bullocks with goats. 
15 Come and hear, all ye who fear 


God, and I will tell you 


What he hath done for me. 


16 I called upon him with my mouth, 
And exalted him with my tongue. 


peated in this period, which can 
only be owing to the. careleſſneſs 
of tranſcribers.—He begins the 2d 
verſe of the next period with mah, 
how, which ſeems to be neceſlary 


to ſenſe and metre. 


PER. 5. If is hewho turned) The 
LXX read hopec ; and it is obſerv- 
able that the next period begins 
with a participle. - 

PER, 8. It is he who preſerveth) 


The Bp. reads ha}fomer, which is 
certainly right, whether we regard 
ſenſe or verſe, , 

PER. 14. With rams and incenſe) 
This verſe ſhould be read Pim «lim 
veketoret, in the ſame manner as it 
is read yim yattudim in the latter 
part of the period. — The Bp. ſup- 
plies lac, unto thee, after the laſt 
verb, 
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17 If J had regarded iniquity in my heart, 
' The Lord would not have heard me, 


18 God however did hear me, 
And liſtened to my prayer. 


1 9 Bleſſed therefore be God, who 


Hath not turned my prayer 


From him, nor his kindneſs from me. 
PSALM LXVIL 


The pſalmiſt prayeth God to bleſs the Iſraelites, and to grant that | 


all the nations of the world may praiſe and adore him. 
I AY God be gracious unto us! 
May he be rey: unto us, and bleſs us 
a 


May he cauſe his 


ce to ſhine upon us ! 


2 That thy way, O Lord, may be known throughout the earth, 
And thy ſalvation among all nations. 
Let the nations, O LoRD, celebrate thee ; 
Zea, let all the nations celebrate thee. 
4 Let the nations rejoice in thee, 
And the kingdoms ſing aloud for joy, #4 
For thou ſhalt judge the nations with righteouſneſs, 
And govern the kingdoms throughout the earth, | 
Let the nations, O LoRD, celebrate thee ; 
Yea, let all the nations celebrate thee. 
6 May the earth yield her increaſe | 
May God give us his bleſſing! 
7 May God, even our God, bleſs us! ; 
And may all the remoteſt parts of the earth fear him ! 


PER. 19. From him) The Bp. to 
compleat the verſe, ſupplies mim- 
mennu, which ſeems neceſſary to 
the ſenſe. 

PER. 1. May he be gracious unto 
us) For the metre's ſake the Bp. 
repeats the foregoing verb with 
the affix here, which reading is 
countenanced by ſome copies of 
the LXX. 

PER, 4. Let the nations, &c.) 
The Bp. concludes from the me- 
tre and the ſtructure of the period 
that beca Yammim have been drop- 
ped after the verb, which is very 
probable.— I render leummim king- 


doms here, becauſe I do not recal- 


le& that we have another word in 
our language equivalent to nations. 

PER. 5. O LORD) It appears 
from the metre, that elohim has 
been written here for jabvob. It 
appears likewiſe from MSS that 
this has been done in ſeveral other 
places. This, as the Bp. obſerves, 
began to be practiſed by the tran- 
ſcribers, after the Jews left off pro- 
nouncing jahvoh. This is the true 
reading almoſt throughout the next 
pſalm; although I follow the pre- 
ſent reading in the tranſlation. 


See Bp. H. 
PSALM 
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PSALM LXVII. Vari, Y 2. Hd 


A Pſalm of David, 3 

Being a ſong of triumph ſung before the ark of God, on its return 
from a vittory obtained in favour of David, to the tabernacle on 
mount Sion. Herein he celebrates the power of Fehovab, which be 
had been pleaſed to give proofs of, in conducting bis people through 
the wilderneſs, and in bringing them into the land of Canaan ; 
where he had now taken up his ſtated reſidence on mount Sion, 
and from whence he afforded them bis protection and aſſiſtance, 
whenever they were attacked by their enemies. 


I ET but God ariſe, and his enemies ſhall be ſcattered ; 
They alſo who hate him ſhall flee before him. 
2 As ſmoke is driven away, fo ſhalt thou drive them; 
As wax melteth before the fire, 
So ſhall the wicked periſh at the preſence of God, 
3 But the righteous ſhall be glad; 
They ſhall rejoice before God, 
And be tranſported with joy. 
Sing unto God, ſing praiſe unto his name; 
Prepare the- way for him who rideth upon the clouds; 
Be glad in the Lok D, and rejoice before him. 
5 God in his holy habitation | 
Is the father of the fatherleſs, and the judge of the widow. 
6 God cauſeth the childleſs to have children; | 
He reſtoreth the fettered captives to their liberty : 
But the rebellious ſhall dwell in a land of drought. 
7 O God, when thou wenteſt forth before thy people, 
When thou marchedſt through the wilderneſs ; 
The earth trembled, the heavens alſo dropped; 
Yea the clouds dropped down water, 


PER. 1. Let but God ariſe, &c.) and in ſeveral other places. 
This was the form of words uſed PE R. 6. Cauſeth the childleſs to 
by the Prieſt whenever the ark of haue children) Heb. Cauſeth the de- 
God fet forwards, See Num. x.35. /titute of children 10 preſide over a 
Prr.4. ho rideth upon the clouds) family. Comp. Pfal. cxin. 8. 
Who maketh the clouds his cha- PER. 7. When thou wenteſt forth 
riot, before thy people) In a pillar of a 
Ibid. Be glad) The Bp. reads cloud by day, and of fire by night. 
ſimbu, which is undoubtedly right. See Exod. xiii. 21. 
The two verbs in this line occur PER. 7 and 8.) The original in 
together in the preceding period, theſe two periods is — de- 
; fective: 
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8 The mountains flowed down at the preſence . 
Of the Loxp, as did Sinai itſelf at the preſence 
Of the Loxp, the God of Iſrael. 
9 Thou, O God, didſt fend on thine inheritance 
A plentiful rain, and refreſhedſt it when exhauſted. 
10 Thy congregation took poſſeſſion of it: Thou, O God, 
In thy goodneſs hadſt provided it for the diſtreſſed. 
11 Kings with their armies fled away, 
And the women who remained at home ſhared the ſpoil, 
12 The Lord gave the matter for a ſong of triumph ; 
Great was the company of thoſe who ſung it. 
13 Though in the land of Goſhen ye had lain among the folds ; 
Yet were ye then like a dove, 
Whoſe wings are covered with filver, 


And whole feathers with the yelloweſt gold. 


— 


14 When the Almighty ſcattered kings over the land, 
Then did he make you to glitter, like ſnow on the top of 


15 The mountain of Baſhan is a lofty mountain, 


Salmon. 


The mountain of Baſnan has many eminences. 
16. Le mountains of many eminences, why do ye leap? 


fective: See Dr. Kennicott's 1ſt 
Diſſert. on the printed text, p.504. 
I have ſupplied it from Judg. v. 5. 
The Lambeth MS retains gam in- 
ſtead of ap, and jahvoh eloh: inſtead 
of elohim elohe. See the 2d Diſſert. 
of the ſame learned gentleman : 
p- 563. 


503 
PER. 10. For the diſtreſſed) That 


is, for the Iſraelites, who had been 
many years oppreſſed in Egypt, 
had wandered a long time in the 
wilderneſs, and had no country to 
dwell in.—The feminine pronoun 
has been dropped at the end of 
the preceding verb. 

PeR.11, Kings with their armies ) 
The ſeveral kings of Canaan 
whom Joſhua vanquiſhed and put 
to flight. The ſame verb has been 
written twice in this verſe ; but the 
metre ſhews one of them to be re- 
dundant, 

PER. 12. hs ſung it) Heb. I ho 
publiſhed it. But as I have added in 

I 


a; 
_ Italicks for a ſong of triumph, I have 


ſubſtituted who ſung it. —See Pſal. 
xlv. 1. where dabar ſignifies the 
matter for a nuptial ſong. —As the 
defeat and flight of the vanquiſhed 
army always precedes the ſong of 
triumph, I have tranſpoſed this 
period. 4 
PER. 13 and 14. Though ye had 
lain among the folds, &c.) Though 
ye had been treated by the Egyp- 
tians, as a company of contemptible 
ſhepherds, and were held in abomi- 
nation by them as ſuch; (See 
Gen. xlvi. 34.) yet when Jehovah 
took you under his protection, 
and fought your battles, ye ap- 
peared to be a great and mighty 
nation in the eyes of all around 
you. : 
PER. 16. Ye mountains) Baſhan 
and the mountains about it are 
oetically repreſented as leaping 
— joy at Jehovah's preſence, and 
ambitious of his a 


e upon them; 
as 
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This Sion is the mountain in which God delighteth to dwell 
Yea, and the Loxp will dwell in it for ever. 1 

17 God's chariots of war are twenty thouſand, 
Even thouſands of angels upon thouſands 
And the Lord is among them, as he was on Sina. 

18 Thou art going up, O Lord, to thy ſanctuary on high; 
Thou art leading thy captives captive; thou haſt received 


From men, yea, even from the rebellious, 
That the God Jehovah may dwell on Sion. 


[gifs 


1 Bleſſed be the Lord, even the God of our ſalvation, | 
Who is heaping his favours upon us every day. 


20 God hath been to us a God of de 


liverance ; 


And it is of the Lord Jehovah, that we eſcape death. 
21 But God ſhall wound the head of his enemies, | 


And the 
» Baſhan, 


| hairy crown of him who perſiſteth in his wickedneſs. 
22 The Lord ſaid, I will bring thee back 


O Iſrael, as I did from 


I will bring thee back again, as once from the depths of the ſea; 
23 That thou mayſt bathe thy foot in the blood - 

Of thine enemies, and that the tongue 

Of thy dogs may lick the ſame. 
24 They ſee thy going, O God, even 

The going of my King and my God into the ſanctuary. 


as if there was a rivalſhip among 
them, which of them ſhould be 
honoured with it. 

Pe. 17. God's chariots of war) 
dee a repreſentation of theſe, 2 Ki. 
vi. 17. 5 

pas 18. To thy ſanctuary on high) 
To thy tabernacle on mount Sion: 
dee Per. 24. —bakkode}, which has 
been placed by tranſcribers at the 
end of the foregoing period, ought 
to precede lammarom in this: See 
Pal. Ixxviii. 69. | 

Ibid. From men) I take the true 
reading to be meadam, beth having 
been often miſtaken for mem. How- 
ever, if beth be rendered among, the 
ſenſe will be the ſame. _ 

Ibid. That the God Fehovab, &c.) 
That he may have a more magni- 
ficent dwelling-place on mount 
ion. Some of the materials laid 


＋ by David for building the tem- 
Pp e were probably the ſpoils which 

e had taken from his enemies.— 
The text is here confeſſedly defec- * 
tive. Our tranſlators have ſupplied 
among them, I have ſupplied on 
Sion See Per. 16. And if the ſenſe 
I have given of this period be the 
true one, it is probable that bez ion 
has been dropped, 

PER. 21. The hairy crown, &c.) 
The commander of the enemies” 
forces ſeems to be meant here, who 
cut his hair into ſuch form, as 
would make him look the moſt ter- 
rible to the Iſraelites, See the learn- 


ed Dr. R. Grey's note on Deut, 


xxxii. 42. * 

PER. 23. That thou mayſt bat he) 
The Bp. reads 7ir3az, which is un- 
doubtedly right. See Pf, Iviii. 10. 

PER, 24. They ſee thy going) Th 

triumph 
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25 The ſingers go before, the performers on inſtruments follow, 


In the midſt are the damſels playing on timbrels. 
26 They praiſe God in the congregation, 
Even the Lord, who is the hope of Iſrael. 
27 There is little Benjamin their ruler, | 
The princes of Judah their counſellors, 
The princes of Zabulun, and the princes of Naphtali. 
28 It is thy God, O Tfrael, who 
Confirm, O God, for Jeruſa 
That which thou haſt wrought for us from thy temple z 
Then ſhall kings bring preſents unto thee. | 
29 Rebuke the wild beaſt which liveth amo 
The aſſembly of the mighty, the lords of the 
Who proudly march along arrayed in tiſſue of ſilver : 
Scatter the people who delight in war. . 5 
princes come out of Egypt; 
eagerly ſtretch out her hands unto God. 
Sing unto God, O ye kingdoms 
Of the earth; ſing praiſe unto the Lord. | 
32 Praiſe him who rideth on the everlaſting heavens ; 
Behold, when he uttereth his yoice, it is a powerful voice. 
33 Aſcribe ye power unto God, 4 | 
Whoſe majeſty is over Iſrael, 
gth is in the clouds. 
4 God is formidable from his ſanctuary: 
It is the God of Iſrael who giveth 
To his people * and ſtrength. 


30 Then ſhall 
Arabia ſhall 


31 


And whoſe ſtren 


Bleſſed be God. 


triumphal proceſſion and ſolemn 
entry into the 3 | 
PE R. 26. Who is the hope) F. 
HFoubigant reads mitveh. See Jer. 
xiv. 8. xvii. 13. | 
The wild beaſt) The 


Pz. 29- 
River-horſe or Crocodile ſeems to 


be meant here, by which the king 
of Egypt is repreſented. 

Ibid. Lords of the people) The Bp. 
reads bayl:, See Iſal. xvi. 8. Calves 


giveth thee thy ftrengrh. 


em's ſake, 


the reeds, 
people, 


of the people is a very unuſual, if 
not a low expreſſion.— In the fol- 
lowing line I have given Muis 
ſenſe of the words for want of 2 
better. — The Bp. obſerves that 
eme has been erroneouſly written 
twice in the 32d period. 

PER. 32. When he uttereth his 
voice) that is, in thunder. 

Per. 34. God is formidable) that 
is, to the enemies of his people. 
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low, | | 

PSALM LXIX. 

A Pfalm of David, ol 
ho, being overwhelmed with the violence of his affliions, de- 
ſeribeth the extremity be was reduced to by the hatred and malice 
of his enemies, and prayeth God to have compaſſion on him, and 
to come to his aſſiſtance, He then denounceth the judgments of God 
againſt them, and at length confideth that be will deliver bim 


from his afflictions, for which he promiſeth to praiſe him. 


1 CAVE me, O God, for the waters | 
Come up to the endangering of my life ; I am ſunk down 
Into deep mire, where I cannot ſtand. 


2 I am come into deep waters, 


Where the flood overfloweth me. 

; Iam exhauſted with calling upon thee; my throat is parched up: 
Mine eyes fail me with waiting for my God. | 

They who hate me without cauſe are more 
Than the hairs of my head ; and mine enemies 
Without reaſon exceed the hairs of my locks: 

; I have paid them the things which I never took away 
Thou, O God, knoweſt my folly, 
And my treſpaſſes are not hid from thee. 


6 Let not thoſe who wait for thee be aſh 


O Jehovah, | 


Thou Lord of hoſts ; neithe 


on my account, 


r let chan Who fille thee 


Be confounded for my ſake, O thou God of Ifrael : 
Seeing it is for thy ſake I have borne reproach, 


12 And ſhame hath covered my face. 
5 | | a 
fol- PER. 4. The hairs of my locks) 16. They have alſo two words 
[uis' Bp. H. by the tranſpoſition of a which ſignify wings, which the La- 
of a Wingle letter, reads mizzimmati, tins likewiſe have, namely, ale 
that W which not only the metre, but the and pennæ; but as we have not, 
itten ¶ ſtructure of the period requires. we are obliged to render one fea- 
y this means the two clauſes of zhers, and the other wings. Pal. 
| bis the period become equivalent, Ixviii. 13. xci. 4. They have like- 
which is very uſual among the wiſe two words which ſignify he 
that ¶ poetical writers. The Hebrews hair, as the Latins have cines and 
le. have ſeveral ſynonimous words. capilli; but as we have not, I am 
They have two words which ſig- obliged to render one the hairs of 
M fy the head; and fo have we: my head, and the other the hairs » 


for which reaſon we render one of 
them head, the other pate, Pf. vii. 


my locks, 


8 Iam 
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$ I am become a ſtranger to my brethren, 24 T 
And an alien to my mother's children. 4 

g For my zeal for thy houſe hath eaten me up, 25 J 
And the reproaches of thoſe who reproach thee are fallen 4 
10 When I humble my foul with faſting, [upon me. 26! 
It is turned to my reproach. | p 

11 When I put on ſackcloth for my cloathing, 27 | 
I become unto them a proverb. > 

12 They who fit in the gate of the city ſpeak againſt me, 28 : 
And the drunkards make their ſongs upon me. . 

13 But as for me, I addreſs my prayer 29 - 


To thee, O Lok, in a favourable moment. 

14 Anſwer me, O God, out of the abundance 25 
Of thy loving · kindneſs, with aſſurance of thy ſalvation. 

15 Deliver me out of the mire that I fink not; 
Let me be reſcued from thoſe who hate me, 


ID) 
O 


22 
— 


And from the deep waters. 32 
16 Let not the water- flood overflow me, 
Nor the deep ſwallow me up, 1 * 33 


Nor the pit ſhut her mouth upon me. . 
17 Anſwer me, O Lok sp, for thy loving-kindneſs is comfortable; 4 
According to the multitude of thy tender mercies look towards 


18 Hide not thy face from thy ſervant, me.] 35 
For J am in diſtreſs; Oh! anſwer me ſpeedily. 
19 Draw nigh unto me, and deliver me; 36 


Reſcue me becauſe of mine enemies. 

20 Thou knoweſt my reproach, 
And my ſhame and my diſhonour : 37 
And mine adverſaries are all before thee. 

21 Reproach breaketh my heart, and I am full of anguiſh ; 
When I look for ſome one to condole with me, there is no one; 
And when for ſome one to comfort me, I cannot find him. 


22 Inſtead of my food they give me gall, 10 
And when J am thirſty they give me vinegar to drink. 
23 Let their table before them become a ſnare, l 


And their friendly entertainments a trap. 


PER. 9. My zeal for thy houſe hath PER. 22. Inflead o 204, &c.) 
eaten 25 up) Thi 2 were Theſe words hel, Baie ſpoke — 
more eminently true of our Lord. figuratively of himſelf, were /iteraly I * 
See John ii. 17. | fulfilled in the ſoldiers treatment I PA 

PER. 10. pen I humble) The of our Lord, while he hung upon . 
LXX read veedech, which ſeems the croſs. * 
to be right. Comp, Pſ. xxxv. 1 3. PER, 23. And their friendly enter-I ** 

tainments 


allen 
me, 


ble; 
7ards 
me.] 
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24 Let their eyes be darkened that they may not ſee ; 
And let their loins ſhake continually. | 

25 Pour out thine indignation upon them, 
And let the fierceneſs of thy wrath overtake them. 


111 


26 Let their habitation be deſolate, 


And kt no man dwell in their tents, 
27 For they perſecute him, whom thou haſt ſmitten; a 
And add to the anguiſh of thoſe, whom thou haſt wounded, 
28 Let them commit iniquity upon iniquity, 1 
And not enter into thy righteouſneſs. | 
29 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, 
And not be enrolled among the righteous. | 
30 But as for me who am afflifted and full of ſorrow, 
Let thy ſalvation, O God, protect me. 
31 Then will I praiſe the name of God with a ſong, 
And magnity him with thankſgiving : 
32 Which Fal be more acceptable to the LoRD than a bullock, 
Even a young bullock which hath horns and hoofs. 
33 Then ſhall the humble look on and rejoice; _ 
And the heart of thoſe who ſeek the Lok D ſhall be revived ; 
34 Becauſe the LoRD liſteneth to the poor, 
And deſpiſeth not thoſe who are in bonds for his ſake, 
35 Let the heavens and the earth praiſe him, 
The ſea and every thing which moveth therein. 
36 For God will fave Sion, | 
And rebuild the cities of Judah, | 
That his people may dwell therein and poſſeſs it. 
37 The ſeed of his ſervants ſhall inherit it, 
And thoſe who love his name ſhall dwell therein. 


PSALM LXX. 
A Pſalm of David, 
Who being perſecuted by his enemies prayeth the Lord to come to 
. His aſſiſtance. 


I BE pleaſed, O Lox, to deliver me; 
Haſten, O God, to my aſliſtance. 


tainments) The true reading, as PER. 33 Look on and rejoice) The 
the Bp. obſerves, is in all proba- Bp. reads the firſt verb in the fu- 


bility u}zlomshem. Thus the two ture, and prefixes the copulative 

to the next. 
PER. 35.) See note on Pf. li. 18. 
PER. 1. Be pleaſed) This word is 
taken from Pal, xl. 13. this pſalm 
2 being 


parts of the period are equivalent. 

PER. 27. Add) The LXX read 

Jaſapu, which the Bp. approves of. 
e Jer. xlv. 3. 
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2 Let thoſe who ſeek my life 
Be all of them aſhamed and confounded ; 
Let thoſe who wiſh my ruin 
Be put to flight and brought to confuſion. 

3 Let thoſe who ſay unto me, Aha, Aha, 
Inſtantly return back with ſhame. 

4 But let all thoſe who ſeek thee 
Rejoice and be glad in thee; 

And let thoſe who love thy ſalvation 
Say always, May the Loxp be exalted! 

5 And as for me who am diſtreſſed and needy, 
Do thou, O God, haſten to mo; thou only 
Art my helper and deliverer, | 
Delay not 2% help, O my God. 


| - PSALM LXXI. x 
In which the prophet beſeecheth God to take him into his protection, 
and to let him experience the ſame goodneſs in his old age, which 
he had felt the eſfects of from his youth. He complaineth of the 
inſults and cruelty of his enemies; and, in full aſſurance that God 
will protelt him, be is filled with a holy joy, and vows to bleſs 
him for ever. | | | 
1 J Make thee, O Loxp, my refuge; 
Let me never be put to ſhame. 
2 Reſcue me for thy righteouſneſs' ſake, 
And deliver me ; 
Bow down thine ear to me, 
And ſave me; 
Be thou unto me a rock for protection: 
3 Be thou unto me a fortified caſtle to ſave me; 
For thou haſt ever been my ſtrong hold and my fortreſs, 
4 Deliver me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, 
From the hand of the iniquitous and violent man. 
5 For thou, O Lord, art my dependence ; : 
Thou, O Lox, haſt been my reliance from my youth. 


being the ſame with the latter part periods of Pſal. xxxi. the Bp. has 

of that. The Bp. has accordingly made uſe of one in correcting the 

reſtored the text of one by the miſtakes of the other. 

other. | PER. 4. Violent man) The LXX 
PER. 1. I make thee) The three read 3amas, which is probably the 

firſt periods of this pſalm being right reading. 

nearly the ſame with the three fr 


6 By 


ion, 
bich 
the 
God 
leſs 


17 Thou, O God, haſt taught me from my 


' 
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6 By thee have I been ſupported ever ſince I was born; 
Thou art he who took me out of my mother's womb ; 
My praiſe ſhall be always of thee. i 

7 I am become as a gazing ſtock to the multitude ; 

But thou art my 12 a hrs.) 1 

8 My mouth ſhall be filled with thy praiſe 
And thy glory all the day long. | | 

9 - Caſt me not off in the time of old age ; 

Forſake me not, now my ſtrength faileth me: 
10 For mine enemies whiſper together againſt me, 
And they who lie in wait for my life conſult together, 
11 Saying, God hath forſaken him ; N 
Purſue and take him; for there is none to deliver Him. 
12 Go not thou far from me, O God; © 
Haſten, O my God, to my help. 
10 Let thoſe who accuſe me falſly 
Be aſhamed and confounded together ; 
And let thoſe who ſeek my ruin 
Be covered with reproach and diſgrace. 
I 4 But as for me, I will always wait for thee, 
And add this to all thy praiſe. - . 
15 My mouth ſhall publiſh thy righteouſneſs 
And thy ſalvation all the day long ; | 
For I know not the number of thy mercies. ; 
16 I will largely relate thy mighty a&s, O Lord Jehovah ; 
I will celebrate thy righteouſneſs, and thine only. 

outhz * 
To this time therefore I may declare thy — works. 

18 And now when I am old and grey-headed, 
Forſake me not, O God, 


PER. 10. Yhiſper together) The 
By. reads the verb in the future 
of Hithpahel, as it is read Pal, 
xeiv. 4. and gives it this ſenſe, 
"_ ſuits the place extremely 
well. 


PER. 13. Confounded together) The 


Bp. has reſtored the text here from 


Pf. xxxv. 4. and 25. 

PER. 14. For thee) The verſe 
wanting a ſyllable, I have ſupplied 
lac. See Pſal. xxxiii. 22. 


PER. 16. I will largely relate thy 
mighty acts) F. Houbigant thinks 
abbiyab geburot to be the true read- 
ing, which is highly probable. See 
Pal. Ixxviii. 2. cxix. 171. cxlv. 7. 
where this verb is uſed. 

PER. 18, New when I am old 
and grey-headed) It is generally con- 
cluded from hence, = this pſalm 
was compoſed by David during 
the rebellion of Abſalom, 


E Until 
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Until I ſhall have declared thine arm to this generation, 
And thy mighty po to every generation to come. 


1 9 Thy righteouſne 


O God, is very high, key 


And great are the things which thou haſt done. 
20 O God, who is like unto thee ! 


Who haſt ſnewn me 


great and fore 
Troubles ; but haſt revived me agai 
And brought me back from the 


epths of the earth. 


21 Thou haſt advanced me again to great honour, 
And comforted me on every ſide. | 
22 J will therefore celebrate thee 


With the pſaltery; and praiſe thy faithfulneſs, 


O my God, -upon the harp. 


23 O thou Holy One of Iſrael, 


. 
Shall ſing aloud, while I give praiſe unto thee, 
And my foul which thou haſt redeemed. - | 
24 My tongue alſo ſhall talk of thy righteouſneſs 8 
All the day long, becauſe they who ſought 
My ruin are brought to ſhame and contuſion. 


Hemd, lie d PpSGALM IXXII. 


Prayer of David for Solomon, 

Probably when he was made King over Jrael; in which David 
beggeth of God to give his ſon Solomon the wiſdom and righteouſ- 
neſs which was neceſſary for him, to enable bim to govern his 
People; and then deſcribeth the glory and extent of Solomon's 
kingdom, and the happineſs bis ſubjefts would enjoy under him, in 
terms which are more applicable to the Meſhah and his kingdom. 


I I'VE thy judgment, O God, to the king, 
And thy righteouſneſs to the king's ſon. 


PER. z 1. Again) The Bp. reſtores 
taſub from the end of the laſt pe- 
riod to the beginning of this, 
where it is neceſſary to ſenſe and 
verſe. 

Of Salomon) This pſalm bears 
the name of Solomon : but from 
the clauſe at the end of it, Here 
end the prayers of David, the moſt 

judicious commentators look upon 


3 


it, as a prayer of David for Solo- 
mon, when by his order he was 


.anointed king over Iſrael in his 


ſtead, 

PER. 1. Thy judgment) A ſpirit 
of diſcernment and judgment to 
decide the cauſes which are brought 
before him. —The LEXX read this 


ſubſtantive in the ſingular, as it is 


read in the next period. | 
2 Then 


6 He 
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2 Then ſhall he jodge thy people with righteouſneſs, 


And thy opp 


reſſed with equity. 


3 The mountains ſhall bring forth peace to the people, 


And the hills righteouſnels. 
4 He ſhall vindicate the 


oppreſſed among the people, ſhall five 


The children of the needy, and cruſh the oppreſſor. 
5 Generation after generation ſhall reverence him, 


So lo 


Like 
7 In his days ſhall ri 


as the ſun and moon endure. 

come down, like rain on the mown woke 
gentle ſhowers which water the earth. 
teouſneſs flouriſh, 


And abundance — ſo long as the moon ee 


8 He ſhall rule from 


ea to ſea, 


And from the river unto the ends of the earth. | 
9 They who live in the wilderneſs ſhall bow down before him, 
And his enemies ſhall lick the duſt. 65 


10 The kings 


Shall bring preſents, 


of Tarſhiſh and of the iſles 


The kings of Sheba and Seba 


Shall offer gifts 


11 All kings Gal rote themſelves before him, 


'All . ſhall ſerve him: 


12 For he ſhall deliver the needy when he crieth, 
And the diſtreſſed, who — no helper. 
13 He ſhall favour the oppreſſed and needy, 


And fave the lives of 


e indigent. 


14 He ſhall reſcue their life from deceit and violence; 
And their blood ſhall be precious in his ſight. 


Pres. 3. Righte neſs) The beth 
N to >edakah 1s plainly re- 
dundant ; and our old 9 
have judiciouſly omitted it in their 
verſion. We may hope to ſee 
1 of this kind rectified by 

PER. 4. The oppreſſed) yani is 
uſually rendered wr Ch it 
ſignifies a perſon under any op- 
preſſive or afflictive circumſtances 
whatſoever. As there are three 
other Hebrew words which are 
generally rendered poor, to keep it 


H 2 


diſtin from theſe I have ty 
tranſlated it q icted, or diſirę 

oppreſſed. See the learne Mr. 
ah ut 8 Remarks on Scripture, 


"Y Fs. 7. Righteou 0 70 The LXX 
read ⁊edet, which the next line, 
as on Bp. obſerves, ſhews to be 
right 

9 14. Shall be) The Bp. re- 
ſtores this verb from the beginni 
of the next period to the end 0 


this, reading it jehr, 


13 He 
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15 He ſhall be preſented with the gold of Sheba ; 


Prayer ſhall be made contin 
And he ſhall be bleſſed daily. 


y for him, 


16 Plenty of corn ſhall be on the earth ; 

Its fruit ſhall ſhake, like he cedars of Lebanon, | 
On the top of the mountains: and the inhabitants of the city 
Shall flouriſh, like the graſs of the earth. 

17 His name ſhall continue for ever; 

His name ſhall endure, as long as the ſun : 
All the tribes of the earth ſhall bleſs by him, 
All nations ſhall pronounce him happy. 

18 Bleſſed be Jehovah, the God. of 1irael, 
Who only doeth wonderful things. 

19 And bleſſed be his glorious name 
For ever ; and let all the earth 
Be filled with his glory. Amen. 


And Amen. 


Here end the prayers of David the ſon of Jeſſe. 


Pe.17. All the tribes of the earth) 


The LXX have retained theſe 


words which the Tewiſh tranſcrib- 


ers have dropped. The Bp. has 
reſtored them to their proper place. 
Ibid. Bleſs by him) Their form 
of bleſſing ſhall be, May God make 
thee as happy as Solomon. 
PER. 18. Bleſſed be Fehovah) After 
mee, elohim is written twice ; 
ut the metre ſhews the firſt to be 
redundant. This period and the 


next were probably added by the 
Collector of this book of pſalms. 
See the laſt note on Pfal. xli. 

Here end the prayers of David) 
That is, the foregoing pſalms 
which are inſcribed with the name 
of David, were all of his which 
could be found, when this collec- 
tion was made. — Inſtead of the 
prayers of David, the LXX read 
the pſalms of David. 


THE 


In 


the 
ns. 


1d) 
ms 
me 
ich 
ec- 
the 
ead 


IE 
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THE THIRD BOOK. 
PSALM LXXIII. 
A A Palm of Aſaph, Ae 
In which be repreſenteth, that he had been ſtaggered in bis faith and 
tempted to apoſtatize from God, upon ſeeing the flouriſhing condition 
of their heathen invaders and the affiifted ftate of God's people; 
but that, after he had conſulted the. law of God, be diſcovered, 
that the proſperity of the wicked leadeth them to certain ruin : 
whence he concluded, that all his happineſs conſiſted in cleaving, 
not to the gods of the heathen, but to the Lord. 


I OD is doubtleſs good to Iſrael, even 
To thoſe who are pure in heart. 


8 The 


2 Nevertheleſs my feet were almoſt gone, 
My m_ had well nigh flipped ; | 


3 While: 


was envying the boaſters, 


And gazing at the proſperity of the wicked. 
4 For they have no diſeaſes unto the time of their death; 


But are vigorous and ſtrong. 
come into no trouble like other people, 


5 They 


Neither are they afflicted like other men. 
6 Therefore inſolence hangeth about them like a chain, 


And violence cloatheth them like a garment. 


7 Their wiekedneſs Ne from their fulneſs; 


In this they ſurpa 


roudl 


the imaginations of their heart. 
coff and talk of miſchief , 


They pronounce anoppreſlive ſentence from the tribunal onhigh, 
9 They ſet their mouth againſt the heavens, ; - 
And their tongue rangeth through the earth. 


The third book) Here begins the 
third collection of pfalms, which 


contains ſeventeen. The eleven 


firſt bear the name of Aſaph. 


Three others were written by the 


ſons of Korah. The Ixxxvi was 


written by David, the Ixxxviii by 


Heman the Ezrahite, and the 


Ixxxix by Ethan the Ezrahite. 


PER. 3. The boaſters) See note 
on Pſ. v. 5,-—The metre and ſenſe 


require the copulative vau to be 


prefixed to the next word, 


As 


PER. 7. Their wickedneſs) The 
LXX read onna, which is pro- 
bably the true reading. In Zach. 
v. 6. the ſame two words have 
been miſtaken for each other. See 
F. Houbigant. 


Per. 8. From the tribunal on high) 


Compare Pſal. xciv. 20. 


PER. 9. They ſet, &c.) They 
blaſpheme the God of heaven, 


and calumniate his ſervants on 
earth. . 


10 Therefore 


ae Fat 


7 
c 
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10 Therefore God's people falleth off to them, 
And from thence they reap no ſmall advantage. 


11 Hence they ſay, How can God take notice? 


Can there be know 
And ſuch they who 


ledge in the moſt High ? 
12 Behold, ſuch are the wicked, 9 


proſper in the world and heap up riches. 


13 Then I ſaid, Doubtleſs, in vain have I cleanſed my heart, 
And waſhed my hands in innocency; | 
14 Secing I am afflicted all day long, 
And chaftened every morning. | 
15 If I ſhould fay, I will reaſon like theſe men; 
Behold then I ſhould be falſe to the generation of thy children: 


16 TI therefore ſtudied to co 


rehend this; 


But it appeared too hard for me: 
17 Until I went into the ſanctuary of God, 
And attended to the end of theſe men. | | 
18 Thou moſt aſſuredly ſetteſt them in ſlippery places, 
And caſteſt them down into deſtruction. 1 
19 How ſoon do they become a horror and a defolation ! 
How ſoon are they utterly conſumed with terfors! 
20 As a dream, when they awake, vaniſbeth away, 
So ſhalt thou, O Lord, when thou rouſeſt them up, 


Make their imaginary happineſs to diſappear. | 


PE R. 10. To them) lakem ſeems 
to be the true reading here, 

PER. 15. Like theſe men) That 
is, like the heathen above deſcrib- 
ed, who argue from their proſpe- 


rity in their wickedneſs and im- 


piety, that God takes no eogni- 
zance of their actions. —The Bp. 
reads, cemphem. 


PR. 15. I. 2. Thou be falſe to 
&c.) I ſhould give up e | 
dence, and fo betray the caufe of 
thy children the Iſraelites, who ac- ' 


knowledge and adore it. 


PER. 17. Into the ſanctuary of 


God) to confult his law which 
threatens certain deſtruction to the 
wicked, and affords examples of 
it, in the overthrow of Pharoah 
and other oppreſfors of God's peo- 
ple. The ſame ſolution of this 
difficulty is given by another pro- 


phet, who, after deſcribing the 


flouriſhing condition of their hea- 


then invaders under all their in- 


juſtice and impieties, breaks out 


thus, Happy is the man tho thou 


teacheſt in thy law, &c. See Pſ.xciv, 
12,13, 14,15. | (- 


» 


Pr. 18. Tha mot afſredyy, &c.) 


Their deſtruction is as certain, as 
if they flouriſhed, as another Pro- 


phet expreſſes it, only to be de- 
Rroyed for ever. Pf. xcii. 7. 
i yed Pf. xcii. 7, 
PER. 19. A Horror and a deſola- 
tion) The Hebrew word ſignifies 
PER. 20. When thou rouſet than 
1p) That is, from their dream. 


See the ſame ſimile, Iſai. xxix. 8.— 


In the former part of the period 
the Bp. reads mehakizam, the me- 
tre requiring the pronoun affix. 


21 Thus 


21 
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21 Thus my heart was grieved, 
And I was pained in my reins; _ 
22 J was fooliſh and without underſtanding ; ; 
] was as a beaſt before the. 
23 Nevertheleſs, I was all the while under thy care; 
Thou heldeſt me by my right hand: 
24 Thou conductedſt me by thy counſel, 
And afterwards receivedſt me with honour, 
25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
And on earth I delight in none, beſides thee. 
26 My fleſh and my heart faileth ; but God is 
The ſtrength of my heart and my portion for ever. 
27 For behold they who car py ſhall periſh ; 
Thou cutteſt off all tho a whoring from thee. 
28 3 for me L that L have adhered to God, 
placed my refuge in Jehov 
That I may relate all I works, 
O Lord, inen the daughter of Sion. 


| PSALM, LAXIV. . 
A A Palm of Aſaph, 

In which be lamenteth the deſtruftion of Jeruſalem and the nr 
of the temple, and repreſenteth the deplorable fate ta which 7 
was reduced during the Babylaniſh captivity, being deprived of the 
tokens of God's covenant and of his fquour. He then comforteth 
himſelf with refleting on the, delivgrances God. bad ly 
wrought for his 5 A and on the ,proefs be daily gives of his 
power in the general courſe of nature; aud beggeth of bim once 
more to make their cauſe bis un, * avenge them of Wer ad- 
122 * 

HY, O God, haſt thou muh uff forever 2] 30 
Wein Gomes: the ſheep of thy 
195; - paſtare ? :, :14 


PER. 2 15 Thou heldeſt me, &c.) Pal, xvi. 6. p 
Thou heldeſt me from falling into Ibid. ith Wu Wich the 
a diſbelief of x thy p providence, while honour of having faithfully ad- 
my faith was ſtaggered at the une- hered to thee under the molt try- 


| qual diſpenſations of it, during the ing temptation to idolatry. See 


invaſion of the enemy. lxxxiv, 10. exii. 9. where the 

PzR.24. Thou conducledſi me, 8c.) Hebrew word has the fenſe here 

Aſaph aſcribes his preſervation given. 

from idolatry to God's counſel, in . 28. In the gates of the daugh- 

the ſame manner as David does, 17 of Sion) The have re- 
4 ' tain 
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2 Remember thy congregation, which thou haſt purchaſed: 


of old; 


Thine inheritance, which thou haſt redeem by thy ſepter; 


And mount Sion, in which thou haſt dwelt. 
3 Haſten thy ſteps to take @ view of | 
The everlaſting deſolations, and | 
Of all the havock the queeny hath wage in thy aucun. 
4 Thine adverſaries roared 
In the midſt of thy temple; | 
They ſet up their enſigns, as ſignals of vie 
5 They appeared like thoſe who lifted up ' 
Their axes on high to fell the thick trees. 
6 And now they have beaten down al! 
The carved work of it with axes and _ 
7 They have ſet fire to thy ſan | 


And profaned the — — of thy name » evellng it 


to the ground. . 


8 They ſaid in their hearts, Let us deſtro chem all together : 
They have burnt up all the houſes of God 
9 We ſee not in the land any ſigns yo 
Of our deliverance; there is no longer a prophet, , 
Nor one among us who knoweth how long his defolation ſhall 
10 How long, O God, ſhall the adverſary bid thee dehiance? [ aft. 
How long ſhall che enemy blaſpheme thy name ? For ever? 
11 Why draweſt thou not thy hand, 


Even thy right hand out of thy boſom to conſume the enemy ? 

12 Nevertheleſs, God is my king of old, 

That wrought deliverances in the midſt of the earth. 

13 It was thou who by thy power didſt divide OTIS 
The ſea, and breakedſt the heads DIE TE 
Of the ſea-monſters in the waters. OXANKT.: 

14 It was thou who daſhedſt the head FN 


tained theſe words, which the the negative has been dropped be- 
Jewiſh tranſcribers have dropped. fore the verb in ths pero and 
The Bp. reſtores them to their indeed there is no making a clear 
proper place, and to compleat the ſenſe of the words without it. See 
verſe, places . adonai before them, Pſal. Rxv. 5. where the tranſcribers 
which is n in the former have dropped the negative, and the 
part of the LXX have retained it. 
PER. 2. Thine Web) The PER. 13 and 14.) It was bd 
true poſition of the Hebrew words who deſtroyedſt Pharaoh and his 
ſeems to have been nazlateca gaalta hoſt in the red ſea, who, like ſo 


1 many ſea-monſters, thought to 
Per. 11. In the Bp's judgment have devoured uus. 


Of 


I5 
16 


17 
8 
19 
20 
21 


22 


23 


. OT"” - W 


/ G 
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Of Leviathan in pieces, and gaveſt him it aft] 
To be meat for the people in the milderneſs. En 2 89 

15 It was thou who cleavedſt the rocks into Wunde and 
It was thou who driedſt up mighty rivers. Fe ym 

16 The day is thine, and the night is thine; 
Thou didſt form the moon and the fun: W N e 

17 Thou didſt fix all the boundaries of the eart j 

Thou didſt make the ſummer and the winte. 

18 Call to mind, O LorD, how the enemy hath defied thee 

And a fooliſh people hath blaſphemed thy name. 

19 Deliver not up thy turtle dove to the bird of prey; J 
Forget not the congregation of chine afflicted for ever. 

20 Look upon ty covenant; for the dark cornerers 
Of the . are full of the habitations of violence. | 


21 Let not the oppreſſed return from thee aſhamed ; /- - e 


Let the afflicted and needy praiſe thy name. 4 
22 Ariſe, O God, and plead "7 oft 502 316” 
Thine own cauſe; remember how che fool 
Defieth thee all day long. 


23 3 Forget not the clamour of thine adverſaries; s 1 


I rage of thoſe who riſe * e thee is contnll 
e ee * | 


PSALM: LAY." 
A Palm of Afaph; 
Who, deln in FR perſon o Lf his prince, agen God n W 7 won 
ul works which be had done towards delivering him from the 
 beathen who had invaded him, and eſtabliſbing bim again in bis 
kingdom; and voweth, that, when N . be PEEL _ 
be would beben it righteouſh. lib! 


T k praiſe thee, O G' * 
Me praiſe bee, becauſe cou art near: 
Thy: wonderful works declare 1. | 
2 When I fhall receive again the courts of julte 

I will judge uprightly, ., 


PER. 10. 75 the: bird o prey) and their poſteri the land of 
Heb. #9 8. td of apt 4 Gomane. Lord 
is applied to birds as well as beats. PER. 1. Berauſe theu art l | 
See Taylor's Conc. on the word. Heb. Becauſe thy name is near. Set 
PER. 20. Look upon thy covenant) note on Pſal. xx. 1. 
The covenant which thou madeſt Pex. 2. Courts of juſtice) wa 
with our forefathers, to give them fignifies an aſſembly ; but a 
or 


* 
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3 The land and all its inhabitants are nicked away; 


But 1 will ſet up the 


pillars of it. 


To the inſolent boaſters I ſay, Do not boaſt; 


And to the wicked, Set not 
5 Set not up your horn on hi 
Nor ſpeak with a ſtiff neck: 


er 


6 For advancement cometh neither from: ihe 2 nor — the 


Nor from the ſouth; but God himſelf is the judge: 
It is he who putteth down one, and ſetteth up another, 


{weſt, 


7 For in the hand of the LogD TN and the vine i 


- unmixed : 
Fe filleth it 
8 The dregs 


up to the brim, Ai enk G6 of the fate. 
of it ſhall ſurely be ſupped-up, 0.4 


All the wicked of the 2 ſhall drink thgem. iO 


9 But as for me, I will 


rejoice in the LoRD for ever 3 


I will ſing praiſe to the God of Jacob. 
10 All the A* of the wicked I will cut off; 


But the horns of the righteous ſhall be exalted. 


for worſhip or for juſtice, depends 
upon the context. Here the con- 
text determines it to mean ar 
Jembly for juſtice : and whether 
plural termination has been 5 
ped, as Bp. H. thinks, or whether 


the ſingular is _ uſed collective 


ly, it may pro be rendered 
courts of juſtice. zek. xliv. 24. 
where this word Tani courts of 
juſtice. 


Per, 9 The land, Re.) That is, 
ſolved, and the people ſet free from 


the reſtraint of the laws, which 


are the pillars of the ſtate; but 
when I take the reins of govern- 
ment into my hands, I will give 
new life to the ſtate by a vigorous 
execution of the laws, 

PER. 6. For advancement, &c,) 
Advancement to the thronecometh 
not from the eaſt, or weſt, or fouth, 
but from the north, where is the city 
of the great king Jehovah, (Pſal. 


gs abate the ſtren 
the government of Judea is diſ- 


The Bp: nobly . the 
py with the LXX agil, and 


xlviii. 2. } the. We 85 of 


all 8 


i b By. a cup) The tup of 
Gore s indignation, without the leaf 
mixture of mercy in it, This ſhould 


be given to the heathen, who had 


invaded, them and overthrown 
their government, and ho are 


here called the wicked Ul the.earth. 


Ibid, The 90 is weile \ or 
thing wnic 
— gur of the 
In Per. 8. the Bp. reads 
with the LXX jimmazu. 
Pex. 9. Twill v jolie inthe N D) 
xt b 


ng 20% which the ſtruc- 
— 0 che period requir 
PER. 10. Of the righteous) As the 
verſe wants a ſyllable, the plural 
termination of this word has. 7 
bably been dropped. Mirtad 
former line is in the plura 
n this on is oppoſed, - 


' PSALM 


_— — 


T ah. ad: ax. Son. i. 


he 


IS 
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PSALM LXXVI. 
A Pfalm of Aſaph, 


Being a ſong of triumph on God's deliverance of Jeru 


falem from a 


powerful army which threatened the I Jae of it, probably 


from the army of Sennacberib. 


(7 OD is well known in Judah; 
His name is great in Iſrael. 


2 His tabernacle is at Salem, 


And his dwelling-place in Son. 
3 There he broke the arrows of the bow, 5 0 
* ſhield and the ſword and the battle. 21 


Thou, O 


mount Sion, art more glorious 
"al magnificent than the mountains of rapine. 


| 


5 All the ſtout-hearted are deſpoiled 
” They have ſlept their ſleep; nor have any 
Of the men of valour found their hands to defend themſelves. 
6 At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, 
The charioteers and the horſe are fallen into a deep = 
7 Thou only art to be feared and who can ſtand 
Before thee, when thou art angry ? 
8 Thou cauſedſt by ſentence to be heard from haves ; 
The earth feared and was ſtill, 
9 When thou, O God, atoſeſt to execute judgment, 
And to fave all the diſtreſſed of the land. 
10 For the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee, 
Hf the Ren ORE thou wilr reſtrain. 


3 4 O mount Sion) The Bp. 
* har ⁊ion, which is neceſfary 
enſe and verſe. The meaning 

of this period is, Jehovah, who 
ſendeth help to his people from 
mount Sion, is ſuperior to the gods t 
of the mountains under whoſe pro- 
tection! the deſpoilers of the earth 
make their depredations. From 
the powerful aſſiſtance which Jeho- 
vahafforded his people from mount 
Sion, the Syrians called him the 
god of the hills, and not of the val- 


2 

ER e intd a 

That i FAX, n ſleep va de ſup) 
The LXX read 145 verb in the 
— and in the former period 


_— read col, all, which, as the Bp. 


ſenſe. 

Pxr.8. Thy ſentence) pronounced, 
as it were, in thunder upon the 
enemies of thy people. Thunder 
probably = gh the deſtruction 
of the Aſſyr 


rves, are neceſſary to verſe and 


11 Make 


| 
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11 Make vows unto the LoRD your God 
And pay them, all ye that are about him. 


12 Let them bring gi 


ts to him who is to be feared, 


Even to him who cutteth off the ſpirit of rinces, 
Aud is formidable to the kings of the e 


PSALM LXXVII. 


A Pſalm of Aſaph, _ 

In which be deſcribeth the deſpair to which bis Million for God's 
people in captivity had drove bim; repreſenteth his alarms and 
conflifts ;, and at length comforteth himſelf with * on ! God's 
loving-kindneſs to their forefathers. 


'I Cried unto God with my voice, 
Yea, I cried unto God with my voice, and he heard me. 
2 In the day of my diſtreſs I ſought the Lord; 
In the night mine eye trickled down without cealing, 
And my 1oul refuſed to be comforted. 
3 I thought upon God, but was troubled; _. 
I laid before him my complaint, but my ſpirit fainted, 
4 Thou heldeſt mine eyes waking ; 
I was in ſo much trouble, that J could not ſpeak, 


5 I reflected on the days of old, 


I called to mind the years chat are paſt. 
6 In the night I converſed with my heart, 


And my ſpirit made en 
7 Will the Lord caſt us o 


uiry, Jaying, 
for ever? 


And will he be favourable no longer ? - 
8 Is his loving - kindneſs come utterly to an 1 end! J 
Shall his promiſe fail for evermore ? 
9 Hath God forgotten to be gracious? » 
Hath he in — cloſed up his tender mercies? 


10 Then I ſaid in my dejection, 


This proceeds from a change of the right hand of che moſt High. 


PER. 2. Mine eye) The Chaldee 
read Yeni, which is certainly right. 
In the Bp's judgment neginati at 
the end of Per. 5. relates to the 
— of the temple- ſervice, be- 
unneceſſary to ſenſe or verſe. 

2 lo. In my dejection) The 
Bp. reads bataloti. See Pſ. xxxv. 13. 
The metre ſhews that the prepo- 


ſition has been dropped. 


Ibid. From a change of the right 


hand, &c.) That is, from a change 
of his condu&t towards us. His 
right hand which had formerly 
wrought miracles for the deliver; 
ance of his people was now turned 
againſt them. 


11 I will 


_—_ 7" 7 


. 2 
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11 I will recollect thy works, O LoD, E 
And call to mind thy wonders of old. 

12 I will meditate upon all thy mighty deeds, 


| And relate thy great exploits. 
13 Thy way, O God, is holy! 


What god is ſo great as our God J 9 1 
14 Thou art the God who doeſt wonders; 


Thou haſt ſhewn thy 


among the nations. 


15 Thou haſt by ihine arm redeemed thy people, 
The ſons of Jacob and Joſeph. l 
16 The waters ſaw thee, O God. 
The waters ſaw thee, and were affrighted ; 


The depths alſo trembled. 


17 The clouds poured down water; 
The heavens uttered their voice, 
And thine arrows flew abroad. 

18 The voice of thy thunder was in the whirlwind ; 
Thy lightnings blazed o'er the world; 5 
The earth trembled and ſhook. 

19 Thy way, O LoRD, was through the ſea, 

And thy path through the great waters, 
Although thy footſteps are not known. 

20 Thou leddeſt thy people like a flock, 

By the hand of Moſes and Aaron. 


PSALM LXXVIIL 
A Pſalm of Aſaph, 


In which he uttereth many ſevere but ſalutary truths ; reminding 


the Iſraelites of the ſeveral rebellions of their forefathers againſt 
God, from the time of Moſes to the time of David, and warning 
them not to follow their example, but to put their truſt in God 
| who had time after time wrought miracles for the deliverance of 


his people. 


1 FNIVE ear, O my people, to my inſtruction; 
Incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 


Per. 13. Thy way) That is, the 
diſpenſations of thy providence. 
ER. 18. Blazed ver) I could 
think of no word to expreſs the 
Hebrew verb by but this. To ren- 


der it illuminate or enlighten, falls 

much below the ſubject. The ſun 
enlightens, but does not ſtrike the 
warld with terror and trembling. 


2 I will 


Works wrolt 


x26 


THE BOOK OF. PSALMS. | 


2 I will open my mouth upon a wiſe moral, 
Il Will utter dark truths of ancient times; 
3 Which we haye heard and known, 
And our fathers have told us. | | 
4 We will not conceal them from their children, 
But will publiſh to the next generation 
The praiſes of the LoRD and his power, 
And the wonderful works which he hath done: 
5 For he eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, 
And enacted a law in Iſrael, 
By which he commanded our forefathers 
To make his works known to their children; 
6 That the next generation might be acquainted with them, 
And that the children which ſhould be born might ariſe, 
And _ _ to their „ 3 res "We 8 
That they might learn to place their hope in God, 
. And not forget his mighty works, | 


But keep his commands ; 


8 And not be like their forefathers, 
A ſtubborn and rebellious generation, a generation 
Which diſpoſed not their heart aright, 
And whoſe ſpirit was not faithful to God. "= 
9 The ſons of Ephraim, who were armed with the bow, 
Were put to flight in the day of battle; 8 
10 Becauſe they kept not the covenant of God, 
And refuſed to walk in his la). 
11 They forgot his glorious deeds, 
And the wonders which he had ſhewn them : 


PzR. 2. Upon a wiſe moral) The 
wiſe moral here inculcated is a firm 
reliance upon God, and a fincere 
obedience to his commands, en- 
forced _ them from God's 
great kindneſs to their forefathers. 

PER. 2. I. 2. Dark truths) The 
ſeveral rebellions of their forefa- 
thers, and the many wonderful 
t for their deliver- 
ance were dark ſayings to this 
people, as to the uſe they made of 


em. | 
PER. 5. A law by which, &c.) See 


Deut. iv. 9. vi. 7, 8, &c. xi. 18, _— 

PRR. 9. The ſons of Ephraim, &c.) 
The hiſtory here referred to, is 
that of the Iſraelites' going up, con- 
trary to God's command, to take 
poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, 
when they were ſmitten before 
their enemies. See Deut, i. 42. 
The Ephraimites are here ſpeci- 
fied, probably, as being the moſt 
warlike tribe, and as having led 
on, 8 the reſt of the tribes 
to the engagement. — The Bp. 


ſnews that 2k is redundant. 
1 


20 


21 


22 
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12 He had t miracles before their fathers  -- 
In the land of Egypt, in the territory of Zoan; | 
13 He had divided 2 fon, io ene is through, | 
And made the waters on each fide to ſtand like a hep | 


14 He had led them in the day time by the cloud, 
And all the night by the light of fire; 

15 3 r in agieren. 
And given t drink, as out of a 

16 He had brought ſtreams out of N : 
And cauſed waters to run down like rivers. 

17 Nay, they ſinned yet more againſt him, 


B 
18 2 eir hearts they put God to the proof, 
By demanding meat for their appetites. 
19 They even ſpoke againſt Gd; | 
9 J yen pose ag | 
And ſaid, Can God | „ 
Furniſh out a table in the wilderneſs? * 
20 When he ſmote the rock, behold ! the waters 
Guſhed out, and the ſtreams flowed down; 
But can he alſo give bread ?_ WS 
Can he provide fleſh for his people? 
21 When the LoRD therefore heard this, he was wroth ; 
So a fire was kindled i Il | 
And anger went u f ; 
22 83 believed not in God, 
And relied not on his ſalvation. 
23 He commanded the clouds above to part aſunder, 
And opened the doors of heaven. 
24 He rained upon them manna to eat, 
And gave them the bread of heaven : 
25 So man did eat the food of Angels; 
He ſent them proviſions to the full. 
26 He cauled the eaſt · wind in the heavens to paſs away, 
And by his power he brought in the ſouth- wind. 
27 He rained upon them fleſh like duſt, 
And winged fowls like the ſand of the ſea ; 
28 Cauſing them to fall in the midſt of their camp, 
Even round about their habitations. 
29 So they eat and were tho y ſati 
And he gave them their deſire. 


PER. 15. Aud given them, &e.) The LEX read vaijaftem otchom, 


16 0 


30 But 


D the moſt High in the wilderneſs. . | 


"+ 
W + 
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30 But before they were averſe to what they had deſired, - 
And while their meat was ſtill in their mouths; 85 
31 The wrath of God came up againſt them, | 
And flew the wealthieſt of them | 
And ſmote down the choſen men of Iſrael. rr 
32 For all this they ſinned ſtilll, (61407 
And believed not his wonderful works. 
33 Therefore he conſumed their days in vanity, 
And their years in trouble. ihe 
34 When he ſlew them, then they ſought him ; 
And once more enquired after him. 
35 Remembering that God was their rock, 
And the moſt. high God their redeemer. | 
36 But ſtill they did but flatter him with their mouths, 
And lie unto him with their tongues : . 
37 For their heart was not true to him, 
Nor were they ſteady in his covenant. 
38 Nevertheleſs, being compaſſionate he forgave their iniquity, 
And deſtroyed them not; but time after time 
Turned away his wrath, and would not 
Suffer his whole diſpleaſure to ariſe : 
39 Remembering that they were but fleſh, | 
A breath that paſſeth away, and cometh not again. 
40 How oft did they rebel againſt him in the wilderneſs, 
And provoke him in the deſart? 
41 Again and again they put God to the proof, 
And ſet bounds to the Holy One of Iſrael. 
42 They remembered not his hand, - 
Nor the day when he delivered them from the enemy : 
43 How he had wrought his miracles in Egypt, - 
And his wonderful works in the territory of Zoan : 
44 He had turned their rivers and their ſtreams 
Into blood, ſo that they could not drink of them; 
45 He had ſent among them the fly to devour them, 
And frogs to deſtroy them ; 
46 He had given their fruit to the caterpiller, 
And their labour to the locuſt ; 
47 He had deſtroyed their vines with: hail, 
And their-ſycomores with large hailſtones ; 


PER. It After him) The Bp. reads elav,—In the 38 Per, he reads 
with the LXX yonam, 
48 He 


eads 


He 
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48 He had given up their cattle to the hail, 
And their flocks to the lightnings - 
49 He had ſent upon them the furiouſneſs of his anger, 
Wrath, indighation and anguiſh ; - | 
And a body of evil angels; 
50 He had levelled a path for his anger; 
Not ſparing their perſons from death, . 
And giving up their cattle to the peſtilence. 
61 He had ſmote all the firſt- born in - 
Even the prime of their ſtrength in the tents of Ham 4} 
52 But had brought out his own people like ſheep, 
And led them in the wilderneſs like a flock ; 
53 Had conducted them in ſafety, without fear; 
While the ſea overwhelmed their enemies; 
54 Had brought them to his holy land, + 
Even to the mountain which his right hand had purchaſed | 
55 Had drove out the nations before them; 1 
Dividing them for an inheritance by line, 
And making the tribes of Iſrael 
His people to dwell in their tents. 
56 They yet tried and provoked the moſt high 
God, and kept not his teſtimonies. . 
57 They fell back and proved falſe like their fathers, 
Turning aſide like a deceitful bow. . 
58 They provoked him to anger with their high- places, 
And moved him to jealouſy with their graven images. 
59 When God heard this, he was wroth; 
And fo greatly abhorred Iſrael, 
60 That he forſook the tabernacle at Shilo, 
Even the tent, where he dwelt among men. 
61 Nay, he delivered his power into captivity, 
And his glory into the hands of his enemies, 
62 He alſo gave up his people to the ſword, 
And was wroth with Fs inheritance. 
63 The fire conſumed their young men, 
And their maidens were not given in marriage. 
64 Their prieſts fell by the ſword, „ | 
And their widows ſurvived not to make lamentation. 


PER. . Of their ſirength The which was the Symbol of God's 
Bp. reads with the LNXX enam. power and glory; was delivered up 
PER. 61. His power and glory) to the Philiſtines, $66 1 Sam. iv. 11, 
That is, the ark of the covenant, 22. & v. 1. 4 2 
65 But 
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65 But at length the Lord awaked, as one out of ſleep, 
Or like a mighty man that ſhouteth after wine; 
66 And ſmote their enemies in the hinder parts, 
Fixing upon them an everlaſting diſgrace. 
67 He refuſed the tabernacle of Joſeph, _ 
And approved not the tribe of Ephraim : 
68 But chole the tribe of Judah, 
Even mount Sion which he loved; 
69 Where he built his ſanctuary on high, 
Like the earth which he hath eſtabliſhed for e ever. 
70 He alſo choſe David his ſervant, 
And took him from the ſheep-tolds ; 
71 He brought him from following the ews big with young, 
That he might feed Jacob his people, 
And Iſrael his inheritance. 
72 So he fed them with an upright heart, 
And conducted them with a ſkilful hand. 


PSALM LXXIX. 
| A Pfalm of Aſaph, | 
Wherein he complaineth that the Babylonians had deſtroyed the city 
and temple of Jeruſalem; and beſeecheth God to be reconciled 10 
his people, and to puniſh the blaſphemies and cruelties of their ido- 


"= enemies. 


HE nations, O God, have come 
Into thine inheritance ; "PFs 
They have polluted thy holy temple ; 
They have laid Jeruſalem in ruins. 
2 They have given the dead bodies of thy ſervants 
For food to the fowls of the air, 
And the fleſh of thy ſaints to the beaſts of the earth. 
3 They have ſpilled their blood like water on every ide 
Of Jeruſalem, and there was no one to bury hem. 
4 We are become a ſubject of reproach to our neighbours, 
A ſcorn and deriſion to them that are round about us. 
5 How long, O LoRD, wilt thou be angry? For ever? 
How long ſhall thy jealouſy burn like fire ? / 
6 Pour out thy wrath upon the nations 
Which do not know thee; 


PeR. 66. In the hinder parts ) He 8 69. On bieh ) The Bp. 
ſmote the Philiſtines with a griev- reads bammarom, on high, that is, on 
ons fort of Hzmorrhoids, mount Sion. See Pl, Ixvili. 1 

n 
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And upon the kingdom 
Which do not call upon np name: e 
7 For they have devoured Jaco. + +4 i 
And laid waſte his dwelling- place. 
8 Remember not againſt us the iniquities of our -foreuhers ; 
Let thy tender mercies ſpeedily | 
Prevent our ruin; for we are brought very low. 
9 Help us, O thou God of our ſalvation, as 
For the glory of thy name | 
Deliver us, and blot out * 
Our ſins for thy name's ſake. 
10 Why ſhould the nations ſay, N 
Where is their God? Make thyſ -1f known 
Among the nations in our fi 5 by taking vengeance 
Upon them for the blood of thy ſervants which is ſpilt. 
11 Let the groans of the fettered captive come 
Before thee; according to the greatnels of thy ey | 
Save alive thoſe who are condemned to die. 
12 Repay, O Lord, the reproach which 
Our neighbours have caſt upon thee, 
Seven fold into their boſom. 
13 Then will we, who are thy people and the Hock 
Of thy paſture, celebrate thee 
For ever, and publiſh 
Thy praiſe to all generations, | 


PSAL M LXXX. 
A Pſalm of Aſaph, 

Who repreſents, under the image of a favourite vine laid wn and 
deſtroyed by the enemy, the extreme deſolation the Iſraelites were 
reduced to in their captivity, and entreateth God to come to their 
deliverance, and to remember the covenant he had made with his 


people; for which he promiſeth they will return to their 2 
and bleſs his holy name. 


EAR, O thou ſhepherd of Iſrael z 
Give ear, thou that leadeſt the ſons of Joſeph, like a flock ; 


PR. 7. They have devoured) The P £R, 10. Make thyſelf known) 
LXX read this verb in the plural, rivvaday ſeems to be the true read- 
as it is read iii Jer. x. 2 5. in an Ox- ing, the prepoſition being under- 
ford MS. No. 3. and in the Lam- ſtood before imat. 
beth MS. See Dr. een 8 PER. 1. „ The __ ſupplies 
20 Dil. why. 7,411 JHinryabc-© 


1 2 3 Shine 
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Shine forth, thou that dwelleſt between the Cherubs. 


2 Rouſe up thy mighty power 
Before Ephraim and Benjamin 
And Manaſſeh; and come, 


O Lord, to our help. 


3 Reſtore us, O God, to our land, 
And let thy face ſhine upon us, that we may be delivered. 
4 O LoRD, thou God of hoſts, how long | 
Wilt thou be diſpleaſed with the prayer of thy people? 
5 Thou feedeſt them with the bread of weeping, 
And giveſt them plenty of tears to drink. 
6 Thou makeſt us an object of ſtrife to our neighbours, 
And our enemies laugh us to ſcorn. 
7 Reſtore us to our land, O thou God of hoſts, 
And let thy face ſhine por us, that we may be delivered. 


8 Thou broug 


hteſt thy vine out of Egypt, 


And didſt caſt out the nations, that thou mighteſt plant it i 


9 Thou didſt clear a place for it, and madeſt it 
To take ſuch root, that it filled the land. 


[ their room, 


10 The mountains were covered with its ſhadow, 
And the lofty cedars with its branches, 5 
11 It ſhot forth its boughs unto the ſea, 
And its branches unto the river. 
12 Why haſt thou zow broken down its fences, 
So that all who pals along the road pluck off its branches ? 


13 The boar of the wood wal 


ſteth it, | 


And the beaſt of the field devoureth it. 
14 O LoRD, thou God of hoſts, | 
Return, we pray thee, and look down from heaven ; 


1 5 Behold, and view this vine, 


Even the ſtock which thy own right hand hath planted. 


PER. 1. I. 3. J/ho duvelleſt between 
the cherubs ) ft appears from theſe 
words, that the temple was ſtand- 
ing when this pſalm was written. 
And from hence I conclude that 
the Aſaph who compoſed it was 
probably a captive in Aſſyria. If 
he was a captive at Babylon, it 
could not be in the laft captivity. 
PER. 2. Rouſe up thy mighty pow- 
er, &c.) Let the ark of thy power 
be once more carried before E- 


phraim, Benjamin, and Manaſſel, 
as it was in the wildernefs when 
thou firſt leddeſt thy people into 
the land of Canaan, and come to 
our help. 

Per. 6. Us) The LXX read 
lanu, which the ſenſe requires. 

PER. 14. O LORD) The Bp. 
ſupplies jahvoh. See Per, 4, and 19- 

PER. 15.) The four words 


which follow this periad in the 
Hebrew are, as. the Bp. ay 
only 


16 


8 


GO 


Wn + 
Orne 


it in 
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16 They have cut it down, and burnt it with fire: 
Let them periſh at the rebuke of " countenance. 


17 Let thy hand be u 


the man 
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thy right hand, 


Even upon the ſon of man whom thou haſt made ſtrong for 


18 Then will we not revolt from thee : 


[thylelf; 


Do thou revive us, and we will call upon thy name. 
19 O LoRD, thou God of hoſts, reſtore us 10 our land, 
And let thy face ſhine upon us, that we may be delivered. 


PSALM LXXXI. 


A Pſalm of Afaph, 
ho exhorteth the Iſraelites to expreſs the higheſt joy and thankful- 
neſs to God on the feaſt of the new moon; and then introduceth 
God complaining of their diſobedience to bim after he had delivered 
them from their bondage in Egypt, and declaring to them what 
would have been the conſequence of their obedience. 


1 QING aloud unto God our ſtrength ; 
AJ Make a joyful melody to the God of Jacob. 

Lift up your voices in a pſalm, and join zhereto the timbrel, 
The ſweet harp and the pfaltery. 

3 Blow the trumpet on the new moon, 
At the ſtated time on our feaſt-day., 

For this is a ſtatute of the God of Iſrael, 


A law of the God of Jacob; 


5 A charge which he gave to Joſeph, 
When he came out of the land of Egypt 


Where he heard a langu 


age which he underſtood not, 


6 T eaſed his ſhoulder, ſaith the Lord, of his burden; 
His hands were delivered from carrying of bricks. 


only a faulty repetition of the latter 
part of Per. 17. They diſturb the 
connection, and break in upon 
the figure of the vine; and for 
this reaſon I have not tranſlated 
them. | 

PER. 2. Lift up your voices in a 
p/alm) Heb. 
ignifies raiſe the voice in a pſalm, in 
the ſame manner as to Iiſt up a 
prayer, (Iſa. xxxvi. 4. Jer. vii.14.) 
lgnifies 0 lift up the voice in prayer. 

PER. 4. Of the God of Iſrael) The 
Bp. ſupplies el before zi/rael; and 


ſtood) 
jaday, which both ſenſe and verſe 


iſe a pſalm, which 


by this means the two parts of the 
period become equivalent, 

Px R. 5. He heard — he under+ 
he LXX read ne and 


require. Bp. H. — Joſeph is here 
uſed collectively for the ou of Jo- 


ſeph, or rather for the Ifraelites to 


whom Joſeph had been a father in 
the land of Egypt. 


Per. 6. Prom carrying of bricks) . 
Heb. From the labourer's baſket, 
which was probably employed in 
carrying of bricks. | 
2 7 Thou 


| 
: 
an 
. 
5 | 
17 
1 
. 
k 
oY ö 
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Thou calledſt upon me when in diſtreſs, and I delivered thee , 
I anſwered thee from my hiding-place in the cloud of thunder. 
8 I proved thee at the waters of Meribah, ſaying, | | 
Hear, O my people, and 1 will give thee a ſolemn charge: 
O Iſrael, if thou wilt hearken unto me, 
Then let no ſtrange god be in thee, 


Neither do thou worſhip an 
10 For I am Jehovah thy God, 


y foreign god : 


Who brought thee out of the land of Egypt; 
Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

11 But my people would not hearken to my charge, 
Iſrael would not acquieſce in me, | 


12 So ] gave them up to the imaginations of their own hearts, 


And let them walk in their own counſels. 

13 . Oh, that my people would have hearkened unto me, 
That Iſrael would have walked in my ways! 

14 I would ſoon have humbled their enemies, 
And turned my hand againſt their adverſaries. 

15 The haters of the LoRD ſhould have ſubmitted unto him 


But their time of proſperity ſhould have endured for ever. 
16 I would have fed them with the fineſt wheat, 


And fatisfied them with the choiceſt honey. 


PSALM LXXXII. 

| A Pſalm of Aſaph, 

s reproveth, in the name of God, the magiſtrates and judges of 
his time for their partiality and injuſtice; and threateneth to de- 
grade and puniſh them, if they did not att up to the high cha- 
rafter God had given them, of being his vice-gerents on earth, 


'G 

PER. 7. When in diſtreſt) When 
the Egyptians followed after thee 
into the red ſea, in anſwer to thy 
prayers I confounded them with 
thunder and lightning from the 


cloudy pillar. See Exod, xiv. 24, 
25 


Px R. II. Would not acquieſce in 
me) They would worſhip other 
gods beſides me. 5 


PkR. 16. I would have ſed) The 


Bp. reads this verb in the firſt per- 


OD preſideth in his courts of juſtice, 
He is the judge among gods. 


fon, as well as the next. A ſudden 
change of perſon is very common 
in the poetical Scriptures ; but the 
tranſcribers have added to the 
number of them, 

Ibid. With the choiceſi honey) F. 
Houbigant reads umi-zup deb}: 
See Prov. xvi. 24. This ſuits well 
with he fine/t wheat in the former 
part of the period. 

PER. 1. In his courts of juſtice) 
Heb. In the court of juſtice of 1 

ut 


ler, 


ts, 
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2 How long, ſaith he, will ye j 
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udge unrighteouſly, 


And reſpect the perſons of the wicked ? 
3 Vindicate the oppreſſed and friendleſs; 
Do juſtice to the diſtreſſed and poor. 
4 Deliver the oppreſſed and needy ; 
Reſcue them out of the hand of the wicked. + 
5 They are ignorant of their duty, and will not attend 10 it, 


But go on in the dark : 


All the foundations of the land are in a totteting ſtate, 
6 I have indeed ſaid, Ye are gods, 
And all of you the ſons of the moſt High : 


7 Nevertheleſs, ye ſhall die like common men, 


And fall like one of the poor. 


8 Ariſe, O God, and judge the land thyſelf; 
For thou art the rightful poſſeſſor of all nations. 


PSALM 


A Pſalm of Aſaph, 
Several of the neighbouring nations being gathered 10 


LXXXIII. 


ether to make 


war againſt the Iſraelites, the prophet entreateth the Lord to de- 


ftroy thoſe nations, as he had 
aſſaulted their forefathers. 


formerly deſtroyed the kings that 


I EEP not ſilence, O God; 
Hold not thy peace, and be not ſtill, O my God : 


But the ſingular ſeems to be uſed 
here collectively for all the courts 
of juſtice in the land. See Per. 5. 
— T hecourtsof juſtice were God's, 
as the judges were his vicegerents, 
the charge given them being, Take 
heed what ye do : for ye judge not for 


man, but for the LORD, who is 


preſent with you in the judgment : 
2 Chron. xix. 6. — Suppoſe there 
was no other place in Scripture 
where Yadah ſignified @ court of 
Juſtice, yet the turn and drift of 
this pſalm would determine it to 
thatſenſe here. But this word really 


ſignifies as much, Numb. xv. 33. 
For what was the congregation . 


which met with Moſes and Aaron 
to\paſs ſentence on the man who 
gathered ſticks on the ſabbath- 
day,\but a court of juſtice? To 


I 4 


render the word congregation or 
a/jembly, is tranſlating in too vague 
a manner to be underſtood by the 
Engliſh reader. | 

ER. G. Ye are gods) Judges are 
called ſo, Exod. xxii. 28. Thou /halt 
not revile the god, that is, the judge, 
nor curſe the ruler of thy people. 

PER.7. Like one of the poor) whom 
ye treat with ſo much contempt, 
as to refuſe them juſtice. See Per. 3. 
— The Bp. has nobly reſtored the 
text here, oaly by the tranſpoſition 
of a ſingle letter; reading EIA 
inſtead of en. 

PER.8. ode the land thyſelf) 
Since the judges, thy vicegerents, 
are ſo corrupt, take the govern- 
ment of the land into thy own 
hands, 


2 For 


| 
6 

5 
. 
3 
. 
4.7 
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2 For behold thine enemies rage, M371 


And thoſe who hate thee lift up their head. J 
3 They have craftily taken counſel againſt thy people, 18 


And held a conſultation againſt thoſe whom thou protecteſt. 
4 Come, ſay they, and let us cut them off, that they be no 
longer a nation; | | 
And let the name of Iſrael be remembered no more. 
5 For the tents of the Edomites and the Iſhmaelites, 
The tents of the Moabites and the Hagarenes 


xxvii. 4.) or, in more plain lan- 
guage, againſt thoſe whom thou 


was that in the days of Jehoſha- 
phat, 2 Chron, xxi. 


17 Let 


6 The Gebalites and Ammonites and Amalekites, Wb 
And the Philiſtines with the inhabitants of Tyre p 
7 Have unanimouſly conſpired, | 
And entered into covenant againſt thee. ; 
8 The Aſſyrians alſo are joined unto them; 
They are auxiliaries to the ſons of Lot. "6 
Deal thou with them, as with the Midianites, | : 
As with Siſera and Jabin, ] 
At the river Kiſhon : ( 
10 Who were deſtroyed at Endor, 
And became dung for the earth. | 2 
11 Make them and their nobles, 
Like Oreb and Zeeb; and all their princes, | 
Like Zebah and Zalmunna : 
12 Who ſay, Let us take into our | 
Poſſeſſion the houſes of God. 3 
13 O my God, make them like chaff, 
Like ſtubble before the wind. 4 
14 As the fire burneth up the foreſt, 
And as the flame ſetteth the mountains into a blaze; 
15 So purſue them with thy tempeſt, 
And drive them away with thy ſtorm, oh 
16 Fill their faces with ſhame, | 1 
That they may ſeek thy name, O Lokn. 5 
ha 
PER. 3. Againſt thoſe whim thou protecteſi. " 
protectę } 4 44e ah treaſured . PE 2.8 To the ſens of Lot) That 8 
ones, that is, againſt thoſe whom is, ta the Ammonites and Moa- 5a 
thou hideſt in the ſecret place of bites.—It is generally agreed that - 
thy tabernacle ; (See note on Pſal. the confederacy here ſpoken of, = 
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17 Let them bluſh and be confounded for ever; 
Yea, let them be put to ſhame and periſh. 

18 That it may be known, that thou, | 
Whoſe name is Jehovah, and thou only, 
Art the moſt High over all the earth. 


of 7 


PSALM LXXXIV. 


A Pſalm by one of the ſons of Korah, 

Who, ſpeaking in the perſon of bis prince, lamenteth bis captivity 
and longeth to be reſtored to the temple; he celebrates with devout 
tranſports the happineſs of thoſe who could go into it at all times, 
and declareth he would prefer that happineſs before all the advan- 


tages of the world. 


I OW lovely is thy dwelling place, 

O LoRDd of hoſts! My foul 
Longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts 
Of the LoR D; my heart and my fleſh 
Cry out aloud for the living God. 6-3 

2 Even the ſparrow findeth herſelf an houſe, 
And the ring-dove a neſt, where ſhe may lay 
Her young : But when ſhall I approach 
Thy 


ouſe and thy altars, 


O Lok of hoſts, my King and my God? 
3 Happy are they who dwell in thy houſe, 


And are always praiſing thee |! 


4 Happy is the man whoſe ſtrength is in thee, 
And whoſe heart is bent on travelling the ways to thy temple ! 


PER. 2. But when ſhall J ap- 
proach, &c.) It appears from Per. 
1 and 6. that the temple was 
ſtanding when this pſalm was 
written, The birds therefore could 
have no neſts upon the altars, 
where ſacrifice and incenſe were 
offered daily. Some words then 
muſt have been dropped here, 
which the ancient verſions have 
not retained, and which we can 
only gueſs at, by conſidering what 
ſenſe the place requires, From 
the longing to approach the courts of 
the LORD expreſſed in the pre- 


ceding period, it is natural to think 
that ſuch a compariſon was intend- 
ed as that of our Lord's, The foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air 
have neſts ; but the Sqn of man hath 
not where to lay his head. Thus, 
probably, the pſalmiſt, The ſparrow 
findeth herſelf a _ and the ring- 
dove a neſt; but when ſhall I find ac- 
ceſs to, what I far prefer before a 
houſe of my own, the houſe of God? 
He then breaks out, Happy are 
they who dwell in thy houſe, and are 
always praiſing thee ! 

PER. 4. And thoſe heart, &c.) 


Heb. 


7 22 4 , 3 m7 
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* 


s Who paſſing through the waterleſs valley 

Of Baca, have made in it a fountain, 
And alſo pools, which are filled with rain. 

6 They travel on from ſtrength to ſtrength, 


Till every one of them appear before God in Sion. 
7 O LoRD, thou God of hoſts, 


Hear my prayer ; hearken 


. 


To my voice, thou God of Jacob. 
8 Look down, O God our ſhield, 
And regard the face of thine anointed. 
9 For one day ſpent in thy courts is better 
Than a thouſand here. I had rather be a door-keeper 
In the houſe of my God, than dwell 


In the tents of wicked men. 


guard 


10 For the God Jehovah is a 


And a ſhield ; The LoRD ſheweth favour 
And honour, and withholdeth no good thing 
From thoſe who walk in integrity. 

11 O LoRD, thou God of hoſts, | 
Happy is the man who relieth on thee ! 


Heb. In wheſe heart are the high- 
ways, that is, to the temple. Comp. 


Per. 6. To compleat the ſenſe, I 1 


was obliged to ſupply the words in 
Italicks.—This pſalm has ſuffered 
much from time, or from tran- 
ſcribers. I have given the beſt 
ſenſe of it I could ; but the origi- 
nal is ſo indeterminate, that there 
is room for difference of opinion, 
PER. 7 My voice) The Bp. ſup- 
plies #ol: 
and ſenſe. 
PE R. 9. One) The LXX read 
ezad, one, which is oppoſed to a 
thouſand, — I have ſupplied here, 
that is, in @ pagan country, to com- 


to compleat the verſe 


pleat the ſenſe, which is defective 
without it. 

Ibid. Of wicked men) That is, 
of idolaters ; amongſt whom the 
pſalmiſt was a captive. The LXX 
read the adjective in the plural, 
which both ſenſe and verſe require. 

PER. 10. A guard) The Bp. ob- 
ſerves that God is no where called 
a ſun, and that there is no con- 
nection between a ſun and a ſhield. 
F. Houbigant reads mer, a #eeper 
or guard, which agrees extremely 
well with a /bield. 

PER. 11. Thou God) The Bp. 
ſupplies elohim, to compleat the 
verſe. See Per, 7. 


PSALM 


Go 
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PSALM LXXXV. 
A Pſalm by one of the ſons of Korah, 
God having begun to deliver his people out of the Babylonifh cap- 
trvity, the prophet acknowledgeth his goodneſs in being reconciled. 
to them; prayeth him to compleat their reſtoration ; and hopeth 
that be will ſhower down his bleſſings upon them, as he had done 
in times paſt, 


HOU haſt taken thy land into favour, 0 LorDp; 
Thou haſt brought back the captive ſons of Jacob. 

2 Thou haſt forgiven the iniquity of thy — | 

Thou haſt covered all their ſin. 
3 Thou haſt withdrawn all thy wrath; 

Thou haſt turned away from the fierceneſs of thine anger. 
4 Reſtore us entirely, O thou God of our ſalvation, 

And cauſe thine indignation againſt us to ceaſe. 

Wilt thou be angry with us tor ever ? 

Wilt thou continue thy wrath throughout all generations © : 
6 Wilt thou not revive us again, 

That thy people may rejoice in thee ? \ 
7 Shew us, O LoRD, thy loving kindneſs, 


And grant us thy falvation. 
mY 8 I will hear what the God Jehovah 
Will ſay. Surely he will promiſe peace 
$, 
he Io his people and to his ſaints, 
X Provided they turn not again to folly. 
l, 9 Doubtleſs, his ſalvation is near to thoſe who fear him, 
N That glory may dwell again in our land. 


10 Loving-kindneſs and truth are met together; 
Righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other. 

1d. 11 Truth ſhall ſpring out of the earth; 

er Righteouſneſs ſhall look down from heaven. 

ly 12 The LoRD allo ſhall give us plenty, 

And our land ſhall yield her increale. 

E 13 Righteouſneſs ſhall go before him, 

n And he ſhall follow her in the way. 


PER. 6. Revive us) To ſend a 


people into captivity is to inflict 


civil death upon them. To reſtore 
them to their own land is to re- 
vive, or to give them a new life. 
Thus the final re/fcration of the 
Jewiſh people is called by St. Paul, 


life 2 the dead, ' 
ER. 7. And grant, &o.) Grant 
thy people a compleat deliverance 
out of captivity. 
PER. 8. To folly) To their old 
idolatry. 


PSALM 
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PSALM LXXXVI. 
| A Prayer of David, 
Mo, being in great diſtreſs, calleth upon the Lord with fervent zeal 
and firm confidence 1, and beſeecheth him to deliver him from his 
enemies, according to his mercy and loving-kindneſs. 


1 Dow down thine ear, O Lorp; 
Anſwer me; for I am diſtreſſed and needy, 
2 Preſerve my life; for I am merciful: 
Oh, fave thy ſervant who relieth 
On thee ; for thou art my God. 
3 Be gracious unto me, O Lord; : 
For I call upon thee all the day long. 


4 Rejoice the heart of thy ſervant; 


For unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my ſoul : 
5 Becauſe thou, O LoRp, art good and forgiving, 
And abundant in kindneſs to all thoſe who call upon thee. 
6 © Give ear, O LoRD, to my prayer, 
And attend to the voice of my ſupplication. 
7 In the day of my diſtreſs 1 call upon thee ; 
For thou art he who anſwereſt me. 
8 Among the gods there is none, O Lord, 
Like thee ; nor any of their works like thine. 
9 All the nations, which thou haſt made, ſhall come 
And proſtrate themſelves before-thee, O Lord, 
And glorify thy name. | 
10 Becauſe thou art great, and doeſt wondrous things; 
Thou only art God. 
11 Teach me, O LoRp, thy way, 
That I may walk in thy truth; 
Unite my heart 10 thee, that I may fear thy name. 
12 I will praiſe thee, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 
And glorify thy name for ever. 
13 For thy loving-kindneſs hath been great towards me, 
And thou haſt delivered my lite from the grave beneath. 


14 The proud, O God, are riſen againſt me, 


And a company of violent men ſeek my life; 
They ſet not thee before them. | 
15 But thou, O Lord, art a merciful and gracious 
God, ſlow to anger, 
And abundant in loving-kindneſs and faithfulneſs. 
| 16 Look 


16 


17 


— 


4 a 
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16 Look towards me and be gracious unto me; 
Give thy ſtrength to thy ſervant, 
And ſave the fon of thine handmaid. 
17 Vouchſafe me a token of thy goodneſs, 
1 That they who hate me may ſee it and be aſhamed; 
s And be convinced, that thou, O Lok, 
Art he who helpeſt me and comforteſt me. 


PSALM LXXXVIL fender 2.222... 


A Pſalm &y one of the ſons of Korah, 
In praiſe of Feruſalem, the city of God. 


I T4 foundation of Feruſalem is upon the holy mountains: 
The LoRD loveth the gates of Sion, 
More than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
2 Glorious things are ſpoken | 
Of thee, O thou city of God. 
3 Should I celebrate Egypt or Babylon 
Among my acquaintance ; ſhould I point out to their notice 
n Philiſtia, 
Or Tyre, or Midian, I would ſay, Such an eminent man was 
born there. FEM. 
4 But of Sion it may be ſaid, Many eminent men 
Have been born in her ; and it is the moſt High himſelf 
Who eſtabliſhes her. When the LORD enrolleth 
The nations, he ſhall record it, that ſuch an eminent man was 
born there. 
5 Singers as well as players on inſtruments ſhall celebrate Sion; 
All their ſprings of praiſe ſhall be exhauſted on thee, 


PER. 1 75 And be convinced) The and Moriah. I have therefore ſu 
Bp. ſupplies vejedeyu, which the plied it to compleat the ſenſe. — 
ſenſe and metre require, See Pſal. the laſt period I have likewiſe ſup- 

Ixxxiii. 18. plied what ſeemed neceſſary to the 

PER. 1. The foundation) Heb. ſenſe. This pſalm, as the Bp. ob- 
Its foundation. Jeruſalem was built ſerves, is defective both in the be- 
upon the holy mountains of Sion ginning and end. | 


PSALM 
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PSALM LXXXVIII 
A Pſalm of Heman the Ezrahite, 
IV ho, being in captivity and almoſt deprived of all conſolation, ro- 
preſenteth the violence and continuance of his ſufferings, and the 


terrors which diſcompoſed his mind; and complaineth that God 
did not hear him, though be called upon him with great fer- 


Vency. 


I bo the day time, O Lorp my God, I cry unto thee ; 
In the night I call out aloud before thee. 
2 Let my prayer come into thy preſence ; 
Bow down thine ear to my cry. 
3 For my ſoul is full of trouble, 
And my life draweth nigh to the grave. . 
4 I am reckoned among thoſe who go down into the pit; 
I am become like a man in whom is no ſtrength. 
5 I am in a ſtate of ſeparation among the dead, like the ſlain 
Who lie in the grave, whom thou 
Remembereſt no more, and who 


Are cut off from thy care. 


6 Thou haſt laid me in the loweſt pit, 

In darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death. 

Thy wrath reſteth heavy upon me; 

And thou ſinkeſt me with all thy waves. 
8 Thou haſt removed mine acquaintance 

Far from me; thou haſt made me their abomination ; 

They confine me, that I cannot come out. | 
9 Mine eyes waſte away becauſe of my affliction , 

I call daily upon thee, O Lok p, 

And ſpread forth my hands unto thee, ſaying, 


PER. 1. My Gad, I cry) The Bp. 
reads elohai, Nuvayt, which is cer- 
tainly right. See Pal. xxx. 2. 
xxli. 1. — Two titles are prefixed 
to this pſalm : the former through 
miſtake, elſe the latter would not 


have been added. The tranſcriber 


who committed the miſtake was 
unwilling to eraſe it, for fear of 
blemiſhing his copy. 

PER. 5. Tam in a flate of ſepara- 


tion) T am ſequeſtred from all in- 
tercourſe with the living. — The 
pſalmiſt ſeems to have been con- 
fined in ſome cavern where the 
dead uſed to be laid. 

PER. G. In the ſhadow of death) 
The Bp. reads with the LXX be- 
> almavet. 

PER. 8. They confine) The plu- 
ral termination of the verb has 


10 Wilt 


been dropped: Bp, E. 


10 


11 
12 


13 


14 
15 
16 


17 
18 


NI 
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10 Wilt thou do wonders in favour of the dead? 
Shall the deceaſed riſe up and celebrate thee ? 
11 Shall thy loving-kindneſs be publiſhed in the grave? 
Or thy faithfulneſs in the ſtate of deſtruction? 
12 Shall thy wonders be known in the region of darkneſs ? 
And thy righteouſneſs in the land where all things are 
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13 But as for me, I cry unto thee, 
O Lon, and early in the morning 
Does my prayer come before thee. 8 
14 Why, O Los, ſhouldſt thou caſt me off? 
Why ſhouldſt thou hide thy face from me? 
15 I am afflicted, and ready to expire; from my youth 
I have born thy terrors, till I am diſtracted. 
16 Thy wrath paſſeth over me, 
Thy terrors deſtroy me. | | 
17 They ſurround me daily, like foods of water, 
They encompals me together on every ſide. 
18 My lovers and my friends thou removeſt far from me, 
And keepeſt my acquaintance out of my fight. | 


forgotten? 


PSALM LXXXIXX. 
A Pſalm of Ethan the Ezrahite, 

Ibo, ſpeaking in the perſon of his prince, deſcribeth his reliance on the 
faithfulneſs of God to fulfil his covenant with David, and on the 
power of God to perform wonders for the deliverance of his people. 
He then repreſenteth, that, notwithſtanding. his covenant with 
David, and his power to deliver his people, the kingdom of Fudah 
was at that time in great deſolation, being deſpoiled of its glory, 
and delivered into the hands of the Babylomans ;, aud imploreth the 
Lord to put an end to their captivity and their calamities. 


I I Will ſing of thy loving-kindneſs, O Lord, 
For ever ; I will publiſh with my mouth : 
Thy faithfulneſs to all generations: 11 
2 For I ſaid within myſelf, Thy loving-kindneſs 
Shall be built up for ever, and thy Kathfulneſs 
Shalt thou eſtabliſh as firm as the heavens; 
3 Becauſe thou hadſt made a covenant with thy choſen, 
And {worn unto David thy ſervant, ſaying, 


Per. 3. Becauſe thou hadſt) J could fo eaſily to the reader, as by chang- 
not tell how to convey the ſenſe ing the perſon, 
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4 I will eſtabliſh thy ſeed for ever, 
And build up thy throne to all generations, 
5 The inhabitants of the heavens ſhall celebrate thy wonder- 
ful works, O LoRD, | | 
And thy faithfulneſs in the aſſembly of the holy ones. 
6 For who in the heaven is to be compared to the Lox D? 
And who among the gods is like unto the Loxp ? 
7 A God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones, 
And more to be revered than all thoſe who are round about 
8 OLoxy, thou God of hoſts, [ him, 
Who is like unto thee in pow'r? 
And of thoſe around thee, whole faithfulneſs is like unto thine? 
9 Thou art he who ruleſt the proud ſwelling of the ſea 
Thou ſtilleſt the waves thereof, when they ariſe. 
10 Like a mighty warrior, thou haſt ſubdued 
Egypt; thou haſt ſcattered thine enemies 
Abroad with thy powerful arm. 
11 The heavens are thine, and the earth is thine ; 
Thou laideſt the foundation of 
The world and all it contains. 
12 It was thou who createdſt the north 
And the ſouth ; Tabor and Hermon 
Shall rejoice in thy name. 
13 Thou haſt a mighty arm; ſtrong 
Is thy hand, and high is thy right hand. 
14 Righteouſneſs and judgement are the foundation 
Of thy throne; loving- kindneſs and faithfulneſs 
Shall go before thy face. 
15 Happy are the people who know hee, OLonp ! 
They may walk in the light of thy countenance. 
16 In thy name they may rejoice all day long, 
And in thy righteouſneſs they may exalt themſelves. 


PER. 10. Like a mighty warrior) PER. I 5. Ipo foro ther O LORD) 
See the learned Dr. Kennicott's The Bp. reads jodey: jabwoh, which 


1 Diſſert. on this word, p.108. 

PER. 12. Tabor and Hermon) 
Theſe mountains, the firſt lying 
on the wet, and the ſecond on the 
eaſt of Judea, are here put for the 
eaſtern and weſtern parts of the 
world, 


is a common expreflion in Scrip- 
ture. The metre fhews feruyab 
to be redundant. It was probably 
introduced into the text from the 
margin, where it was a term re- 
lating to the muſick of the Tem- 
ple-lervice. 


17 Fox 


him, 


ine? 


ORD) 
which 
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17 For thou art the glory of their ſtrength, 
And thou of thy kindneſs wilt raiſe up our horn. 
18 Doubtleſs our ſhield is the appointment of the LORD, 
And our king, of the Holy One of Iſrael. 
19 When thou ſpakeſt in a viſion 
To thy holy one, thou ſaidſt, 
20 I have laid help on one that is mighty, 
I have exalted one choſen out of the people. 
21 I have found David my ſervant; 
With my holy oil have I anointed him, 
22 My hand ſhall be ſteady in ſupport of him, 
And mine arm ſhall ſtrengthen him. 
23 The enemy ſhall not oppreſs him, 
The fon of wickedneſs ſhall not afflict him. 
24 I will beat down his adverſaries before him, 
And ſmite through thoſe who hate him. 
25 My faithfulneſs and my loving-kindneſs ſhall be with him; 
And through my name ſhall his horn be exalted. 
26 I will lay his Jet hand upon the ſea, 
And his right hand upon the river s. 
27 He ſhall call upon me, ſaying, Thou art my father, 
And my God, my rock and my ſalvation. 
28 I will alſo make him my firſt-born, 
Supreme over the kings of the earth. 
29 I will preſerve for him my loving-kindneſs for ever, 
And my covenant ſhall be ſtedfaſt with him. 
30 I will eſtabliſh his ſeed for evermore, 
And his throne as the days of heaven. 
31 But if his ſons forſake my law, 
And walk not in my judgments 
32 If they break my ſtatutes, 
And obſerve not my commands z 


33 Then will I viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, 


And their iniquity with ſtripes. 
34 My loving-kindneſs however, I will not utterly take from him, 
Nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail. 
35 I will not break my covenant with him, 
Nor reverſe the promiſe which is gone out of my lips. 
36 For this one thing I ſwear by my holineſs, 
That I will not lie unto David. 
PER. 26. I will lay, &c.) His diterranean ſea to the rivers Eu- 
empire ſhall extend from the Me- phrates and Tigris. | 
K 37 His 
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37 His ſeed ſhall endure for ever ; 
And his throne, as the ſun betore me. 
38 It ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever and ever 
Like the moan, which is firmly fixed in the heavens, 
39 But zow thou haſt caſt off his /eed, and abhorreſt it; 
Thou art wroth with thine anointed. 
40 Thou haſt made void 4% covenant with thy ſervant, 
And profaned his crown by caſting it upon the ground. 
41 Thou haſt broken down all his walls; 
Thou haſt laid his fortified places in ruins, 
42 All that paſs along the road detpoil him; 
He is become a ſubject of reproach to his neighbours, 
43 Thou haſt exalted the right hand of his adverſaries z 
Thou haſt made all his enemies to rejoice, 
44 Thou haſt blunted the edge of his ſword, 
And not ſuffered him to ſtand in battle. 
45 Thou haſt put an end to his glory, 
And caſt his throne down to the ground. 
46 Thou haſt ſhortened the days of his youth, 
And cloathed him with ſhame, 


47 How long, 


O LoRD, wilt thou hide thyſelf ? For ever? 


How long ſhall thy wrath burn like hire ? 
48 Remember how ſhoxt my time is 
| Wherefore doſt-thou make all men for nought ? 
49 What man is there living, who ſhall not ſee death ? 
And who ſhall reſcue his life from the power of the grave ? 
50 Where, Lord, are thy former 
Loving kindneſſes. which in thy faithfulneſs 


Thou ſwareſt unto David? 


51 Remember, O Lord, the reproach caſt upon thy ſervant, 
How I bear in my boſom the invectives of many people z 
32 Wherewith thine enemies, O Lok d, have reproached 
The conduct of thine anointed. 
Bleſſed be Jehovah for ever, 


Amen and Amen. 


PER. 38. For ever and ever) The 


Bp. puts the comma not after a- 
/am, but after vayed. 

PER. 51. Thy /ervant) This ſub- 
ſtantive, as the Bp. obſerves, ought 
to be read in the ſingular, and then 
it will agree with ſeti in the next 
verſe. 

| Ibid, The indectides) The Bp. 


reads l, inſtead of col. See Pal. 
xliv. 16, Iv. 

PER. 52. IWherewith they have re- 
proached) ajer Ferepu are repeated, 
but ſeem to be redundant, being 
unneceſſary both to ſenſe and me- 
tre; I have therefore left them 


untranſlated. 
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PSALM XC. 


A Prayer of Moſes, the man of God, 

Offered up for the Iſraelites who were condemned to die in the wil. 
derneſs for their diſobedience to God, when he ordered them ta go 
up and take poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan. Moſes beggeth of 
Cod that he would reverſe the ſentence by which he had ſhortened 
their lives to ſeventy or eighty years, and ſuffer them to live to the 
then uſual period of human life; that he would give them grace 
to lay his corrections to heart, and at lengib take them into favour ; 
that he would conduct them into the promiſed land, and proſper 
their arms in taking poſſeſſion of it. 


I HOU, O Lord, haſt been our refuge 
Throughout all generations. \ 
2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
Or the earth and the world were formed, 
Thou art from everlaſting, and to everlaſting. 
3 Turn not frail man to deſtruction ; 
And ſay not, Return to duſt, ye children of men 
4 For a thouſand years in thy ſight, 
Are but as yeſterday when it is paſt, 


Or as a watch in the night. 


5 Thou watereſt them with the dew of Hons + 
And in the morning they are as the graſs w 


PER, 2. Thon art from everlaſting, 
and to everlaſting) The vau before 
meyolam is redundant in ſenſe, If 
the critical reader will conſult Pſ. 
X11. 14. Clit» 17. cvi. 48. 1 Chron. 
xxix. 10. or his concordance on 
this word, he will ſee that the vau 
is miſplaced, and ought to be pre- 
fixed to the next word, as it is in 
a MS which I have ſeen. Had the 
great Bp. Hare obſerved this, it 
appears from his notes, that he 
would have diſpoſed the verſe thus, 
meyolam veyad polam attah., And 
thus the metre determines N to 
belong to the next period, where 


ich ſpringeth up. 


it ought to be pointed al, as the 
LXX read it; and as th# deſign | 
of the pſalm, and the drift of the 
two next periods require: 

Per. 5. Thou watereſt them with 
the dew of ſleep) There cannot be 
a ſtronger proof of the truth and 
juſtneſs of a verſion, than that it 
preſerves the integrity of the me- 
taphor, which this of the ingeni- 
ous Le Clere does. He was happ 
in tranſlating into a language whic 
furniſhed him with a phraſe to ex- 
preſs it, as the Latin tongue does, 
namely, perfundere vel irrigare fom- 
no. Our language not having ſuch 
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37 His ſeed ſhall endure for ever; 
And his throne, as the ſun before me. 
38 It ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever and ever 
Like the moan, which is firmly fixed in the heavens, 
39 But zo thou haſt caſt off bis ſeed, and abhorreſt it; 
Thou art wroth with thine anointed, 
40 Thou haſt made void % covenant with thy ſervant, 
And profaned his crown by caſting it upon the — 
41 Thou haſt broken down all his walls; 
Thou haſt laid his fortified places in ruins, 
42 All that paſs along the road deipoil him; 
He is become a ſubject of reproach to his neighbours, 
43 Thou haſt exalted the right hand of his adverſaries; 
Thou haſt made all his enemies to rejoice, 
44 Thou haſt blunted the edge of his ſword, 
And not ſuffered him to ſtand in battle. 
45 Thou haſt put an end to his glory, 
And caſt his throne down to the ground, 
46 Thou haſt ſhortened the days of his youth, 
And cloathed him with ſhame, 


47 How long, 


O LoRD, wilt thou hide thyſelf ? For ever? 


How long ſhall thy wrath burn like ire? ? 
48 Remember how ſhoxt nry time is 
Wherefore doſt thou make all men for nought ? 
49 What man is there living, who ſhall not ſee death? 
Aad who ſhall reſcue his life from the power of the grave ? 
50 Where, Lord, are thy former 
| Loving kindneſſes, which in thy faithfulneſs 


Thou ſwareſt unto David? 


51 Remember, O Lord, the reproach caſt upon thy fervant, 
How I bear in my boſom the invectives of many people z 
52 Wherewith thine enemies, O Lok p, have reproached 
The conduct of thine anointed. 
Blefſed be Jehovah for ever, 
Amen and Amen. 


PER. 38. For ever and ever) The 


Bp. puts the comma not after Pe- 
/am, but after vayed. 


PER. 51. Thy ſervant) This ſub- 


ſtantive, as the Bp. obſerves, ought. 


to be read in the ſingular, and then 
it will agree with ſeti in the next 
verſe. 


Ibid. The invetives) The Bp. 


reads l, inſtead of col. See Pal. 
xhv. 16. lv. 3. 

PER. 52. [herewith they have re- 
proached) aer Ferepu are repeated, 
but ſeem to be redundant, being 
unneceſſary bath to ſenſe and me- 
tre; I have therefore left them 


untranſlated. 
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PSALM XC. 


A Prayer of Moſes, the man of God, 

Offered up for the Iſraelites who were condemned to die in the wil. 
derneſs for their diſobedience to God, when be ordered them to go 
up and take poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan. Moſes beggeth of 
Cod that he would reverſe the ſentence by which he had ſhortened 
their lives to ſeventy or eighty years, and ſuffer them to live to the 
then uſual period of human life; that he would give them grace 
to lay his corrections to heart, and at length take them into favour ; 
that he would conduct them into the promiſed land, and proſper 


their arms in taking poſſeſſion of it. 


I HOU, O Lord, haſt been our refuge 
Throughout all generations. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
Or the earth and the world were formed, 
Thou art from everlaſting, and to everlaſting. 

3 Turn not frail man to deſtruction ; 

And fay not, Return to duſt, ye children of men: 

4 For a thouſand years in thy ſight, 

Are but as yeſterday when it is paſt; 


Or as a watch in the night. 


5 Thou watereſt them with the dew of ſeep, 
And in the morning they are as the graſs which ſpringeth up. 


PER. 2. Thou art from everlaſting, 


and to everlaſting) The vau before 
meyolam is redundant in ſenſe, If 
the critical reader will conſult Pſ. 


X11, 14. Clit» 17. cvi. 48. 1 Chron. 


xxix. 10. or his concordance on 
this word, he will ſee that the vau 


is miſplaced, and ought to be pre- 


fixed to the next word, as it is in 
a MS which I have ſeen. Had the 


great Bp. Hare obſerved this, it 


appears from his notes, that he 
would have diſpoſed the verſe thus, 


mepolam veyad polam attab. And 


thus the metre determines Oo to 
belong to the next period, where 


it ought to be pointed a as the 
LXX read it; and as the deſign * 
of the pſalm, and the drift of the 
two next periods require: 

Per. 5. Thou watereſt them with 
the dew of ſleep) There cannot be 
a ſtronger proof of the truth and 
juſtneſs of a verſion, than that it 
preſerves the integrity of the me- 
taphor, which this of the ingeni- 
ous Le Clere does. He was happy 
in tranſlating into a language whic 
furniſhed him with a phraſe to ex- 
preſs it, as the Latin tongue does, 
namely, perfundere vel irrigare fom- 
no. Our language not having ſuch 
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6 In the morning it ſpringeth up, and flouriſheth ; 

Before the evening it is cut down, and withered : 

So are we conſumed by thy anger, 

And carried off by thy wrath. | 1 
8 Thou haſt ſet our iniquities before thee, 

Our ſecret ſins in the light of thy countenance. 

For all our days are paſſed away 

Through thy diſpleaſure; our years 

Come to an end like a tale that is told. 


10 The number of our years is threeſcore and ten; 
Or if we be very ſtrong, fourſcore years. 


11 And the beſt of them is but labour and ſorrow; 
For they ſoon paſs away, and we are gone. 
12 Yet who regardeth the vehemence of thy anger, 
And that according to our fear of thee ſo is thy diſpleaſure ? 


a phraſe, I was obliged, in order 
to convey the metaphor, to add in 
italicks, the dew of. | 
Per. 6. In the morning it ſpring- 
eth up and flouriſbeth In the origi- 
nal the two verbs of this line are 
tranſpoſed. For who does not 
know, that the graſs muſt firſt 
ſpring up before it can flouriſh. 
In the next place, vegalop ſhould 
be jazlop ; and then it will be an 
elegant repetition of jazlop in the 
foregoing period ; and the two 
verbs in the former part of the 
period, will exactly correſpond to 


the two in the latter. Let the rea- 


der for his ſatisfaction compare 
this verſe thus reſtored, babboker 
jaslop vgjaziz, with the foregoing 
and following. 

Ibid. Before the evening) The 
ſenſe directs us to render le, before; 
for the ſeaſon of motoing and ꝛvi- 


- thering, is, before the evening. It is 


uſed in the ſame ſenſe. Hab. iii. 22. 

PER. 7. So) Bp. Hare, not know- 
ing what to make of di in this 
place, removed it to the next pe- 
riod. Bur had this great prelate 
obſerved, that the compariſon uſed 


by Moſes requires this period to 
compleat it, he would only have 
changed it into cen, for which it 
has frequently been miſtaken. See 
Pf. Ixxiii. 22. where our tranſlators 
R be the miſtake. 

ER. 10. Or if they be very ſirong, 
feurſcore years ) les in t this 
pſalm be ſpeaking of the common 
term of human life at the time 
he compoſed it, why does he com- 
plain in the foregoing period, that 


the people were untimely cut off 
through God's diſpleaſure? If they 


lived to the utmoſt term of human 
life, what reaſon for complaint ? 
Hence I conclude that the ordi- 
nary term of life when this pſalm 
was wrote, was more than four- 
ſcore years; and that no argument 
can be drawn from this period, 
that it was not compoſed by him, 
whoſe name it bears, in whoſe 
time the age of man was probably 

a hundred and twenty years. 
PER. 12. Yet who regardeth, &c.) 
In this period Moſes laments the 
inſenſibility of the Iſraelites under 
the judgments of God. They ſaw 
his wrath ſweeping numbers away 
for 


13 
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13 Oh teach us to number our days, 
That we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom. 
* At length, O LoRD, return unto us, 
And be reconciled to thy ſervants. 
15 Satisfy us early with thy mercy, 
That we may ſing and rejoice all our days. 
16 Gladden us according to the days thou haſt afflicted us, 
And according to the years we have ſuffered adverſity. 
17 Let thy work be ſeen by thy ſervants, 
And thy glory by their children. 
18 Let the countenance of the LORD 


Our God ſmile upon us; 


And proſper thou the work of our hands. 


| PSALM XCI. 
The pſalmiſt deſcribeth the protection which God affords to thoſe who 
truſt in him, and the bleſſings which he beſtows upon them. 
I E that dwelleth in the ſecret place of the moſt High, 
May ſecurely repoſe himſelf under the ſhadow of the 


Almighty. 
for their ſins; and yet none ſtu- 


died to divert it, by fearing him 
as they ought. God's diſpleaſure 


againſt thoſe who diſregard him, is * 


great in proportion to the rever- 
ence due to him; and the more 
he is diſregarded, the more ſe- 
verely he puniſhes. This the Iſra- 
elites would not attend to; and 
this it was, that drew from Moſes 
the following petition, that God 
would teach them the wiſdom of 
reverencing his divine Majeſty. 

PER. 14. At length, O LORD, 
return unto us) Heb. Return, O 
LORD, how long ? The phraſe 
how long is elliptical, and ought to 
be ſupplied with, wilt thou abſent 
thyſelf ? The words which I have 
ſupplied amount to the ſame, and 
avoid a parentheſis. 

PER. 14. I. 2. Aud be reconciled to 
thy ſervants) Heb. And repent con- 
cerning thy ſervants. This is ſome- 
times more fully expreſſed thus, 


Repent F the evil which thou pur- 


poſedſi to do unto thy ſervants; which 
is in other words, to be reconciled to 
them, as I have expreſſed it, 

PER. 18. Smile upon us J have 
expreſſed the original as well as I 
was able. God at preſent beheld 
them with an angry countenance: 
and Moſes begs, that he would look 
upon them with a pleaſed counte- 
nance: for neyam in this connection 
muſt mean ſweetneſs, or rather graci- 
a0 of countenance. By the next 
words it appears, that the particu- 
lar favour requeſted was, that Je- 
hovah would conduct them to the 
land of Canaan, and proſper their 
arms in taking poſſeſſion of it.— 
Bp. Hare and F. Houbigant have 
obſerved, that the four words at 
the end of this period which I have 
left untranſlated, are only a faulty 
repetition of the foregoing words, 
which neither the Vatican copy of 
the LXX acknowledges, nor the 
metre admits. 


PER. 1. He that duwelleth, &c.) 
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2 Say unto the Loxp, Thou art my refuge and my fortreſs, 
And my God on whom I will rely: 

3 He will Shen aſſuredly deliver thee from the ſnare 
Of the fowler, and from the noiſome peſtilence. 

4 He will cover thee with his wings, 
And under his feathers thou fhalt be ſafe : 
His faithfulneſs ſhall be thy ſhield and buckler. 

5 Thou ſhalt not be afraid of the terror by night, 
Or of the arrow that flieth by day; 

6 Of the peſtilence that walketh in midnight darkneſs, 
Or of the deſtruction that waſteth at noon- day. 

7 Should a thouſand fall on thy left ſide, 
And ten thouſand at thy right hand; 
It ſhould not come nigh thee, 

8 Thou ſhouldſt only look on with thine eyes, 
And behold the recompence of the wicked. 

9 Becauſe thou haſt ſaid, the Loxp is my refuge, 
Aud haſt made the moſt High thy retreat, 


10 No evil ſhall befall thee, 


No calamity ſhall approach thy dwelling. 

11 For he ſhall give his angels charge over thee, 

JI 0o preſerve thee in all thy ways. 

12 In their hands they ſhall bear thee up, 
Leſt thou daſh thy foot againſt a ftone. 

13 Thou ſhalt tread on the viper and aſp with ſafety ; | 
Thou ſhalt trample on the ſerpent and adder without Hurt. 


14 
deliver him; 


Becauſe he hath ſet his love upon me, ſaith God, I will 


I will ſet him in a place of ſafety, becauſe he hath profeſſed my 


15 When he calleth upon me, I will anſwer him 


[name, 


When he is in diſtreſs, J will be preſent with him 
I will deliver him, and raiſe him to honour, 
16 With length of days will I ſatisfy him, 


And ſhew him my ſalvation. 


To awell in the ſecret place of the moſt 
High, is a figurative expreſſion, 
and ſignifies no more than 0 put 
ourſelves under the divine protection. 
See note on Pf, xxvii. 3. 

PER. 2. Say) If the Hebrew 
verb be pointed in the imperative, 
the ſenſe will run on eaſily. If the 


pointing of the Maſorets be fol- 
lowed, the ſenſe will be perplexed, 

PER. 9. Thou haſt ſaid) The Bp. 
reads amarta inſtead of attah. To 
make the ſenſe conſiſtent Le Clerc 
ſupplies it, See Per. 2. and Pſal. 
cxlii. bY 
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PSALM XCII. 
T he prophet praiſeth God for defeating the enterprizes of bis idola- 


Irous enemies 


ainſt bim; admireth the wiſe conduct of provi- 


dence towards them and the pious Iraclites; and ſheweth that if 
the idolatrous flouriſh for a while, they are rooted out at the laſt : 
whereas the pious Iſraelites are crowned with all manner of 


bleſſings. 


1 II is right to celebrate the Lon, 
And to ſing praiſe to thy name, O thou moſt High 
2 To publiſh thy loving-kindneſs in the morning, 
And thy faithfulneſs every night; 
3 Upon an inſtrument of ten ſtrings, and upon the pſaltery; 
Upon a melodious inſtrument, and upon the harp. 
4 Becauſe thou, O Loxp, haſt made me glad by what thou 


haſt done, 


* 


I will ſing aloud thy praiſe for the works of thy hands, 
5 How great, O Loy, are thy works! 


How deep are thy deſigns ! 


6 The fooliſh man doth not obſerve, 
Nor the thoughtleſs man take notice of this 

7 That when the wicked ſpring up like the graſs, 
And all the practiſers of idolatry flouriſh, 
It is that they may be deſtroyed for ever. 

8 But thou, O Lord, dwelleſt on high for evermore, 
While, behold ! thine enemies periſh, 
And all the practiſers of idolatry are ſcattered abroad. 

Thou ſhalt exalt my horn like the horn of an unicorn ; 
Thou ſhalt anoint my head with freſh oil. 
10 Mine eye ſhall ſee what befalls thoſe who lic in wait for me; 


PER. 5. 1.2. How) The Bp, reads 
mah inſtead of meod, — The Tal- 
mudiſts tell us, that the Levites 
ſung this pſalm in the ſanctuary 
on the Sabbath-day. Some tran- 
ſcriber therefore has prefixed this 
title to it, A pſalm or ſong for the 
Sabbath-day, as if it had been com- 
poſed for that day, But nothing 
1s more improbable : I have there- 
fore omitted it. 

PER. 8. I/hile, behald! thine ene- 


mies) The words are repeated in 
the Original with the addition of, 
O LORD. But the Bp. obſerves, 
that the repetition is owing to the 
careleſſneſs of the tranſcriber, The 
Vatican copy of the LXX does 
rot acknowledge them, nor the 
metre admit them. 

Pk R. 10. ho lie in wait) The 
Bp. reads bejvrerai, which is no 
uncommon expreſſion in the 
pſalms. 


KA Mine 


Cy 
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Mine ear ſhall hear what becomes of the D 
Evil-doers who riſe up againſt me. 
11 The righteous man ſhall flouriſh like the palm tree 
He ſhall ſhoot up like the cedar of Lebanon. 
12 They who are planted in the houſe of the Loxy 
Shall flouriſh in the courts of our God; 
13 They ſhall continue to bear fruit in old age, 
They ſhall be fat and thriving ; . 
14 In order to ſhew that the Loxp is upright : 
He is my rock, and there is no iniquity in him, 


PSALM XCIIL 


The pſalmiſt celebrates the greatneſs of Jehovah, and the mighty 
power by which be protefieth his people. 


I WIT Loxp reigneth; he is robed with NN 
8 The Loxp is robed ; he is girded with ſtrength; 
The world allo is eſtabliſhed, that it can never be moved. 
2 Thy throne is eſtabliſhed of old ; 
Thou, O Loxp, art from everlaſting. 
The floods lift up, O Lox, 
The floods lift up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roar. 
4 But the Loxp, who dwelleth on high is mightier 
Than the roar of great waters, 
Than the mighty waves of the ſea, 
5 Thy teſtimonies are very faithful; 
Holineſs becometh thine houle, 
O Loxp, for ever. 


Pr R. 3. The floods lift up their vour of thy people may as fully be 
roar) The rage and clamour of depended upon as thy power. 


the enemies of God's people is Ibid. Holineſs becometh thine houſe) | 


frequently repreſented by the rag- Thou canſt as ſoon renounce thy 
ing and roaring of the ſea. — Rear holineſs, as thy faithfulneſs in per- 
in this line is equivalent to voice forming thy promiſes. It is the 
in the foregoing. ornament and glory of thy houſe 

PER. 5. Thy !e/timontes are very for ever.,—In Per. 2. the Bp. ſup- 
faithful) Thy declarations in fa- plies jahvoh. 
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PSALM XCIV. 


The prophet repreſenteth to God the deplorable condition the Iſraelites 
were reduced to by the cruelty of their heathen invaders, whoſe in- 
ſolence, injuſtice, and impiety he deſcribetb. He then conſoleth 

himſelf with the promiſe of protection which God bad given bis 
people in the law, and foretelleth the deliverance of the Iſraelites, 
and the deſtruction of their invaders. 


I Lok, thou God to whom vengeance belongeth, 
Thou God to whom vengeance belongeth, ſhine forth: 
2 Lift up thyſelf, thou judge of the earth; 
Repay the inſolent according to their deſerts. 
3 How long ſhall the wicked, O Loxp, 


How long 


ſhall the wicked triumph ? 


4 How long ſhall all the practiſers of idolatry boaſt, 
And continue to threaten hard things ? 

5 How long ſhall they ſmite down thy people, O Lokp, 
And afffict thine inheritance ? 

6 How long ſhall they ſlay the widow and the ſtranger, 


And murder the fatherleſs ? 


7 And ſay, The Loxp cannot ſee, 
The God of Jacob cannot take notice. 

8 Le fooliſh among the people, take notice; 
Ye thoughtleſs, when will ye learn wiſdom ? 

9 Cannot he, who planted the ear, hear? 
Cannot he, who formed the eye, ſee ? 

10 Cannot he, who holdeth the nations in ſubjection, reprove them? 
Cannot he, who teacheth men knowledge, take notice of ibem? 

11 The Loxp knoweth the devices 
Of men, that they are but vain. 


12 Happy is the man whom 


Thou, O Loxvy, inſtructeſt 


And teacheſt in thy law; 


PER. 10. Holdeth in ſubjection) 
The fubſtantive which 1s derived 
from this verb, ſignifies bonds of 
ſubjection, Pſal. ii. 3. Jer. v. 5. The 
verb therefore muſt have the ſame 
ſenſe, which beſt ſuits this place. 

Ibid. Cannot he take notice) Our 
tranſlators were ſenſible that two 


words have been dropped here. 
The inſult of the heathen, Per. 7. 
is, that the God of Jacob io jabin, 
cannot take notice. Theſe therefore 
were probably the two words 
dropped here, where the inſult is 
refuted. 


13 To 
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13 To ſet him at eaſe in the days of adverſity, 
- While the pit is digging for the wicked. 
14 For the LoRD will not caſt off his people, 
He will not forſake his inheritance; 
15 But judgment ſhall return again to juſtice, 
And then all the upright in heart ſhall follow it, 
16 Who will riſe up for me againſt the evil-doers ? 
Who will take my part againſt the practiſers of idolatry ? 
17 Unleſs the LoRD cometh to my help, 1 
| My ſoul will ſoon take up its abode in the region of filence, 
18 When I ſay, My foot is ſliding, 
Thy loving-kindneſs, O LoRD, holdeth me up. 
19 While a multitude of anxious thoughts diſquiet me, 
Thy comforts delight my foul. ; 
20 Shall the throne of iniquity be favoured by thee, 
Which giveth a ſanction to grievances by its edicts? 
21 They gather themſelves together againſt the life of the righ- 
And condemn the blood of the innocent. [ teous, 
22 But the LoRD is my fortreſs, 
And my God is the rock of my refuge. 
23 He ſhall return upon them their iniquity z 
He ſhall cut them off by their own wickedneſs ; 
Zea, the LoRD our God ſhall cut them off, 


PSALM KXCV, 
A Pſalm of David, 
Who inviteth the Tjraelites to praiſe God for his greatneſs, and his 
goodneſs towards them. He then euborteth them, in the perſon of 
God, to obey his voice, and not to harden their hearts like their 


forefathers in the wilderneſs, whoſe rebellions excluded them from 
the land of Canaan. 


I H come, let us ſing unto the LoRD, 
Let us make a joyful melody to the rock of our ſalvation, 


PER. 13. For the wicked) That and be reputed for thy aſſociates in 
is, for the oppreſſors of God's the government of the world? 
people. | A pſalm of David) In the LXX 
PER. 20. Shall the throne of ini- and in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
quity, &c.) Shall the tribunal, this pſalm bears the name of Da- 
which is erected by our invaders vid. I have therefore prefixed his 
for the oppreſſion of thy people, be name to it. In Per. 7. Mr. Mudge 
atronized by thee ? Shall tyrants judicioafly reads beteli, changing 
dignified with the name of gods, a vau into ad. 
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2 Let us come before his preſence with thankſgiving, 
And make a joyful melody unto him with pſalms. 


3 For the LokD is a great God, 


And a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hands are the depths of the earth; 
And the heights of the mountains are his. 
5 The ſea alſo is his, for he made it z 
And his hands formed the dry land. 
6 Come, let us worſhip and bow down unto bim, 
Let us fall on our knees before the LoRD our maker; 
7 For he is our God, and we are 
The people of his paſture, and the flock under his care, 
8 To day, ſaith the Lord, it ye would hear my voice, 
Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, 
Or, as on the day of Maſſah in the wilderneſs : 
9 Where your fathers put me to the proof, 
And tried me, although they had ſeen my works. 

10 Forty years long was I wearied with this generation, 
And ſaid, They are a people who err in their hearts, 
And conſider not my ways. 

11 Wherefore I ſwore in my wrath, 

That they ſhould not enter into my reſt, 


PSALM XCVI. 


A Pſalm of David, 
In honour of Jebovab; inviting the Iſraelites and all people, to bleſs 
and worſhip him, as the only true God; to celebrate his power 
and glory, and ſubmit with joy to his government, 


1 QING unto the Lox, all ye lands, 

Sing unto the LorD a new ſong. 

2 Sing unto the LoRD, and bleſs his name; 
Publiſh his ſalvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations, 
His wondertul works among all people. 

4 For the LoRD is great, — highly to be praiſed; 
He is more awful than all gods: 


A pfalm of David) J have pre- the whole pſalm, except the laſt 
fixed David's name to this pſalm, period and the former parts of the 
becauſe it appears to be his from firſt and ſecond periods, which 
1 Chron, xvi. 25. where we have have been dropped by tranſeribers. 


5 For 
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5 For all the gods of the nations are no gods 
But the LoRD made the heavens. 
6 Dignity and majeſty are before him; 
Power and glory are in his ſanctuary. 
Aſcribe unto the LokD, ye families of the nations, 
Aſcribe unto the LoRD glory and power. 
8 Aſcribe unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; 
Bring an offering and come into his courts. | 
9 Proftrate yourſelves before theL.oRDin his beautiful ſanctuary; 
Stand in awe of him, all ye lands. 
10 Proclaim among the nations, © the Logp reigneth ;” 
« The world alſo is eſtabliſhed, that it can never be moved ;” 
<« He ſhall judge the nations with equity.” 
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and the earth be glad; 
Let the ſea roar applauſe, and all that is therein. 
12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it; 
Let all the trees of the wood ſhout aloud for joy 
13 At the preſence of the LoRD; for he cometh, 
For he cometh to govern the earth : 
14 He ſhall govern the world with righteouſneſs, 
And the people with his faithfulneſs. 


PSALM XCVIL 


Being a thankſgiving for a vidlory obtained over the heathen, in 
which God had fignally manifeſted himſelf in vindication of the 
Tfraehtes. 


I HE Loxp reigneth ; let the earth rejoice, 
Let the many iſland- nations be glad. 
2 Clouds and darkneſs are round about him; 
Righteouſneſs and judgment are the foundation of his throne. 
3 A fire marched before him, 
And burned up his adverſaries on every ſide. 
4 His lightnings blazed o'er the world; 
The earth beheld and trembled. 
The mountains melted like wax 
At the preſence of the LoRD, 
At the preſence of the Lord of the whole earth. 


- 


Pſalm xcvii.) This and the three from the ſame. hand as the xcvi. 
following pfalms bear the name of In Per. 10. the Bp. ſupplies jah 
David in the LXX, and it is high- from the LXX. 
ly probable that they all come 
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6 The heavens declared his righteouſneſs, 
And all people beheld his glory. | 
7 Let all thoſe be aſhamed who worſhip graven images, 
And boaſt themlelves in their idols: 
Worſhip him all ye gods. 
8 As ſoon as Sion heard ſhe rejoiced, 
And the daughters of Judah were tranſported with joy, 
Becauſe of thy judgments, O Lox : 
9 For thou, Lob, art the moſt High; 
Thou art exalted far above all 
The earth, and above all gods. 
10 Ye who love the Loxp, hate evil: 
It is the Loxp who preſerveth the lives of his ſaints 
He delivereth them from the hand of the wicked. 
11 Light is ſown for the righteous, 
And joy for the upright in heart. 
12 Rejoice in the Loxp, O ye righteous, 
And celebrate his holy name. 


: PSALM XCVIIL 
A ſong of triumph on a victory obtained over the heathen, in gain- 
ing which the right hand of God had been remarkably diſplayed in 


favour of his people. 
„ QING unto the Loxp a new ſong, 
2 For he hath done wonderful things; his right hand 


And his holy arm have gained him the victory. 
2 The Lorp hath made known his falvation ; 
He hath openly ſhewed his righteouſneſs in the ſight of the na- 
3 He hath remembered his loving-kindneſs to Jacob, tions. 
And his faithfulneſs to the houſe of Iſrael; | 
All the remoteſt parts of the earth have ſeen 
The ſalvation of our God. | 
4 Make a joyful melody unto the Lox, all ye lands; 
Shout aloud, rejoice and give praiſe. 
5 Give praiſe unto the Loxp with the harp; 
With the harp and the ſinging of a pſalm. 
b Make a joyful melody before the Loxp the king, 
With trumpets, and the ſound of the cornet. 
5 Per. 3. To Jacob] lejayptob is ci ba are repeated, as they are re- 


ſupplied from the LXX by the Bp. peated, Pf, xcvi. 15. 
as the metre requires, —In Per. . | 


he | 7 Let 


—— 
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7 Let the ſea roar applauſe, and all that js in it, 
The world and they who dwell therein, 

8 Let the rivers clap their hands together, 
And the mountains ſing aloud for joy 

9 At the preſence of the LoRx D; for he cometh, 
For he cometh to govern the earth : 

10 He ſhall govern the world with righteouſneſs, 

And the people with equity. 


PSALM XCIX. 
All the nations of the earth are exhorted to celebrate Jehovah, on 
account of his power, his righteouſneſs, and his holineſs. 
1 7 HE Lo Rb reigneth, let the people ſtand in awe ; 
He dwelleth between the Cherubs, let the earth tremble, 
2 The Lok po is great in Sion, 
And exalted above all nations. 
3 Let theſe 7herefore celebrate his great and awful name; 
For he is holy and powerful. | 
4 The king loveth judgment: 1 
Thou art he who haſt eſtabliſhed equitable laws 
In Iſrael; thou art be who haſt executed 
Judgment and righteouſneſs in Jacob. 
5 Exalt therefore the LoRD our God, 
And proſtrate yourſelves before his footſtool; 
For he is holy and righteous. 
6 Moſes and Aaron were among his miniſters, 
And Samuel among thoſe who called upon his name; 
Theſe called upon the Lok p, and he anſwered them. 
7 When the LokD ſpoke unto them 
Out of the cloudy pillar, they obſerved 
His commands and the ordinance which he gave them, 


PER. 3. And powerful) The com- PzR. 5. And righteous) The firſt 
mentators have never been able to paragraph of the pſalm treats ot 
make ſenſe of vey2Z, which begins the power of God: This treats of 
the next period. But if we reſtore the ju/tice or righteouſneſs of God, 


it to this period, with the letter Hence it is probable that this verſe 


Zain inſerted, which the tranſcribe which is defective ſhould be ſup- 
ers have dropped, reading it ve- plied thus, ci tada bu, wezaddin, 
Y:2212Z, (See Pſal. xxiv. 8.) as the agreeably to the verſe which con- 
metre and ſenſe require it ſhould cludes the former paragraph.—[n 
be read, the meaning will be plain the foregoing period F. Houbigant 
and obvious. The verſe will then ſupplies bej/rael to anſwer bejay#ob. 
run thus, ci kado} hu, veyixxux. | | 

8 l 


— 


2 
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+ 


it 
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$ It was thou, O Lok, our God, 


Who anſweredſt them; thou waſt the God who ſparedſt them, 


And didſt not puniſh their deeds. 14 

g Exalt therefore the LoRD our God, 
And proſtrate yourſelves on his holy mountain; 
For the LoRD our God is holy. 


PSALM C. 


A Pſalm of Praiſe, 
In which all people are called upon to worſhip God as their creator, 
and to celebrate his loving-kindneſs and faithfulneſs. 


I M AKE a joyful melody unto the LoRp, all ye lands, 
Serve the Lok D with gladnels, 
Aud come before his preſence with a ſong. 
2 Acknowledge that the LORD is God; | 
It is he who made us, and not we ourſelves; 3 
We are his people, and the flock of his paſture. 
3 Enter his gates with thankſgiving, 


And his courts with praiſe ; 


Give thanks unto him, and bleſs his name. 
4 For the LoRD is gracious, his loving kindneſs is everlaſting, | 
And his faithfulneſs endureth throughout all generations, 


PSALM Cl. 


A Pſalm of David, 
Ir which he reſolves to govern his court and his kingdom with inte- 
grity ; more particularly, to ſhew favour to the upright, and to 


execute juſtice on the wicked. 


1 ſing of favour and of juſtice; 

To thee, O Lok p, I will addreſs my pfalm, 
While I give inſtructions on the way of integrity. 

2 Oh, when wilt thou come unto me? I will then walk 
In my houſe with a perfect heart. 


3 I will not ſet before mine eyes 


PER. 8. And didſt not puniſh) Heb. 
Thou waſt he who heldeſt them 
innocent; the root being nakah, as 
F. Houbigant obſerves. yal, as Bp. 

. remarks, is only a faulty repe- 
tition of the firſt ſyllable of the 


next word, and is rejected by F. 
Houbigant. 

Pſ. c. PER. 2. And not) The true 
reading is moſt probably velo. If 
ſo, this clauſe ſhould be rendered, 
And we are his, 

The 


Ker. Lg 2 6 


42. 
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The man who turneth aſide from thy law; I hate 
Impiety, it ſhall not cleave unto me. 
4 A ed heart ſhall, depart from me; 


I will not own a wicked perſon. 


5 He that ſecretly ſlandereth 


His neighbour, him will I deſtroy. 
He that hath a proud look and an ambitious 


Heart, him I will not ſuffer. 


6 Mine eyes ſhall look out for the faithful of the land, 


That they may dwell with me. 


He that walketh in the way of integrity, 
He it is that ſhall be my ſervant. 


7 He that practiſeth deceit 


Shall not dwell within my houſe. 


He that telleth lies ſhall not 
Continue in my preſence. 


8 Every morning I will be deſtroying 


All the NY of the land, 


That I may cut off all thoſe who practiſe 
Idolatry from the city of the LoRD. 


PSALM CIL 


A prayer for the uſe of the afflicted captive, when in his dejection 
He ſhould pour out his complaint before Jehovah, 


The prophet repreſenteth to God the deplorable ſtate he was in whilt 
4 captive at Babylon; beggeth of him to reſtore bis people to their 
land, and his temple to its former glory; that the nations, when 
they ſaw it, might be induced to fear him, and that the Jews, 
when reinſtated there, might have occaſion to bleſs him for ever. 


I 1 my prayer, O Lokp, 
And let my cry come unto thee. 


2 Hide not thy face from me 


In the day of my diſtreſs; incline thine ear to me, 
And anſwer me ſpeedily on the day I call. 


PER. 3. The man who, &c.) The 
true order of the Hebrew words in 
this line ſeems to be yo/eh serim; 
debar beliyal.— The laſttwo words 
muſt ſignify an impious action or im- 
piety. The former part of Per. 8. 


of PC. xli. is parallel to the lafter 
part of this. 

PER. 8. Every morning) The 
Hebrew courts of juſtice were held 
in the morning. See 2 Sam. xv. 2. 
Jer. xxi. 12, 


3 For 


# 


after 


The 
held 
xv. 2. 


For 
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g For my days are vaniſhed away like ſmoke, 
And my bones are burnt up like an hearth. . 
4 My heart is blaſted and withered like graſs, Kos» 
Becauſe I forget to eat my bread : ; 2160 
And my bones cleave to my ſkin, 
By reaſon of my groaning. 
5 I am like the pelican of the wilderneſs ; 
I am become as the bittern of the deſart. 
6 In the night 1 lie awake, and am like a lonely bird __ 
On the houſe top : all the day long 
Mine enemies reproach me, 296 
And the inſolent boaſters uſe my name in their oaths ; © 
7 Becaule I eat aſhes as it were bread, 105 
And mingle my drink with my tears, 
8 On account of thine indignation and thy wrath : _ 2 
For thou haſt raiſed me up to caſt me down. 1 4 
9 My days are declined like the evening - ſhadow, 
And I am withered like graſs. 
10 But thou, O Lok, ſnalt endure for ever, 
And thy memorial to all generations. 
11 Ariſe and have compaſſion upon Sion; 4 
For the time of pitying her, yea, the fixed time is come : 
12 Thy ſervants alſo bear an affection to her ruins, 
And commiſerate her duſt. 
13 Then ſhall the nations fear by name, O LoRD, 
And all the kings of the earth thy glory; 
14 When the LoRD ſhall have built Sion, 
And his glory ſhall again be ſeen in Jeruſalem ; 
15 When he ſhall have regarded the prayer of the deſtitute, 
And not have rejected their petition, . _ 
16 This ſhall be recorded for the generation to come, 
And the people to be born ſhall praiſe the LoRD ; 


PER. 6. The inſolent boaſters) See 


note on Pſal. v. 5. 


Ibid. Uſe my name in their oaths) 
Their form of ſwearing is, If we 


break our oaths, may the gods 


pour down their vengeance upon 


us, and make us as miſerable as 
this captive Jew. 


PER. 9. Are dedined) The LXX 


read na7aju, which the metre 


to ⁊ijon in 


| ag | 
PER. 11. The fixed time is came) 


The time fixed for the continu- 
ance of the Babyloniſh captivity 
was ſeventy years. 

PER. 14. In Jeruſalem) The Bp. 
ſupplies birujalem, which anſwers 
e former part of the 
period, and which is neceſſary to 
the verſe. _ 


L | 17 Becauſe = 
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17 Becauſe the LoRD looked down from his holy throne, 
He looked down from heaven upon the earth, 


To hear the groans 


of the fettered captive, 


To releaſe thoſe who were condemned to die : 
18 When the people and the kingdoms ſhall be gathered 


„ 405 ether to ſerve the LoRxD; 


9 To publih the name of the LoRD i in * 


his praiſe at Jeruſalem. 


20 He hath brought down my ſtrength in the journey of life, 
And ſhortened my days. — I ſay unto him, O my God, 
Take me not off in the midſt of my days, 


Seeing thy years endure throughout all 


erations. 


21 Thou art he who of old laideft the foundation of the earth, 
And the heavens are the work of thy hands. 


22 Theſe ſhall periſh, but thou 


Shalt endure: All theſe ſhall grow old 


Like a 


garment, and as a veſture ſhalt thou chan 


chang them 
23 Theſe indeed ſhall be changed; but thou art the 
And thy years ſhall never comg to an to mm ead- 


24 Let the ſons of thy ſervan 


And their ſeed eſtabliſhed, in thy mes 


PSALM ClII. 
| A Pfalm of David, 
| bn which he bleſſeth the Lord for bis roodneſs towards Au elf and 


the Hraelites; celebrates his great mercy and tender compaſſion to- 
wards his people; and inviteth all creatures to join with him in 


praiſing the name of the Lord. 


5 the LoRD, O my ſoul; 
And all the powers within me 'Dleſs his holy name. 


2 Bleſs the LoRD, O my ſoul , 
And forget not any 


his Bekiefits: 


3 Bleſs him who forgiveth all thine iniquities, 
And healeth all thine infirmities : 


PeR.18 and 19..JYhen the people, 
&c.) That is, at the ſeaſons .of 
publick worſhip, when the tribes 


of Iſrael are gathered together at 
Jeruſalem, the Lord ſhall be praif-. 


ed for this deliverance of his peo- 
ple out of captivity.—The Bp. has 
Placed theſe two periods in their 


natural order. 

PER. 20. Tale me not off) The 
Bp. reads tayreni. The ſame phraſe 
occurs Pfal. cxli. 8. 

"PER. 3. Thine iniquities) The 
LXX read the Hebrew word in 
the plural, which, as the Bp. ob- 
ſerves, is required by the metre. 


4 Who 


le 
fe 


he 
in 


b- 


ho 
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4 Who reſcueth thy life from deſtruction, 


* 2 crowneth thee with loving-kindneſs and tender mercies: 
5 Who fatisfieth thy mouth with good things, 
Renewing thy youth like the eagle's. 
6 It is the LoRD who executeth juſtice 
And judgment for all that are oppreſſed : 
Moſes, 


7 Who hath ſhewed his ways unto 


And his works to the ſons of Iſrael. 
8 The LoRD is merciful and gracious, I 
Slow to anger, and abundant in loving-kindneſs. 
9 He will not always be chiding us, | 
Neither will he threaten us for ever. | . 'F 
10 He dealeth not with us after our fins, » 
Nor repayeth us according to our iniquitie. 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earthy, 
So great is his loving -kindneſs towards them that fear him; 
12 As far as the eaſt is from the welt, | / 
So far does he remove our tranſj ns from us. | 
13 As a father pitieth his own chi 
Even fo d doch the LoRD pity thoſe that fear lm. 
14 For he knoweth well our frame, | 
He remembreth that we are but duſt. 
15 The days of man are as graſs, 
He flouriſheth as a flower of the field ; . 
16 Over which the wind no ſooner paſſeth than it.is gone, © 
And the place where it grew owneth it no more. 


17 But the loving-kindneſs of the LoRD. is for erer » " Fe . 


And ever Upon thoſe that fear him, 

And his righteouſneſs upon children's children; 
18 Even upon thoſe, who keep his covenant, 

And are mindful to perform his 


precepts. 720 
19 The LoRD hath eſtabliſhed his throne in the heavens : 


And his kingdom ruleth over all. 
20 Bleſs the LoRD all ye his angels, | 
Ye that are mi hey in ſtrength, and execute his command 
As ſoon as he ſpeaks the word. 4 
21 Bleſs the LoRD all ye his hoſts, | 7 
Ye miniſters of his that do his pleaſure. | 


22 Bleſs the LoRD all ye his works 


In all parts of his dominion. _ 
Do thou, O my ſoul, bleſs the Lonp. 
PER. 20. As ſoon as he ſpeaks the word ) Heb. Hearing, or, upon beur- 
ing the voice of his word, 
L-2+: PSALM 
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PSALM CIV. 


The pſalmiſt celebrates the majeſty and glory of God, diſplayed in the 
magnificence of his appearance, and in the works of his creation. 
He then deſcribeth the power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, by which God 


| + Preſerves and governs the various creatures which the world con- 


tains ;, and profeſſeth that he will bleſs and praiſe him for ever. 
I () LORD my God, thou art tranſcendently great, 


Thou art cloathed with dignity and majeſty. 


2 Bleſs the Loxp, O my ſoul, 


Who arrayeth himſelf with light, as with a garment, 
And ſpreadeth out the heavens like a tent-covering : 
3 Who builderh his chambers in the waters 
Who maketh the clouds his chariot, 
And flieth on the wings of the wind: 
4 Who maketh his angels winds, 
And his miniſters a flame of fire. 
_ Bleſs him who ſettled the earth on its foundations, 
That it ſhould never be moved. . 
6 The deep at ſirſt covered it like a garment; 
The waters ſtood above the mountains: 
7 But at thy rebuke, O Lord, they fled; 
At one burſt of thy thunder they hurried away. 


8 They went up to the mountains, and down to the vallies, 


Each to the place which thou hadſt provided for them. 
9 Then didſt thou ſet them bounds which they ſhould not paſs 


Nor turn back again to-cover the earth. 


[ over, 


10 Bleſs him who ſendeth ſprings into the vallies, 
Which run between the mountains : 


11 Which afford drink to every beaſt of the field, 


And quench the thirit of the wild aſſes: 
12 About which the birds of the air dwell, 
And ſing among the branches. 


P/alm civ.) This pſalm bears 
the name of David in the LXX; 
and it is highly probable that the 
eiii and civ ns had the ſame 
author. I have tranſpoſed the firſt 
line of this pſalm to avoid a pa- 
rentheſis. | 

PER. 5. Him who ſeitled) The 
LXX read ihe firſt Hebrew word 


of this paragraph as a participle, in 
the ſame manner as the firſt words 
of the two next paragraphs are 
read. 

PER. 6. The deep covered it) The 
LXX read cissetab, which agrees 
with tehom, the pronoun affix be- 
ing underſtood. 


12 Bleſs 


4a% 
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13 Bleſs him who watereth the mountains from his chambers : 
| The earth, O Lord, is ſtored with the fruit of thy works ! 
14 Itis he who maketh graſs to grow for the cattle, 

And herbs for the ſervice of man : : 

15 Bringing food out of the earth, 

And wine which maketh glad the heart of man, 
And oil to give him a chearful countenance, 7 
And bread which ſupporteth man's heart. 

16 The trees of the Lok are nouriſhed by him, 
Even the cedars of Lebanon which he planted: 

17 Wherein the birds do build their neſts ; 
And the fir-trees are a dwelling for the ſtork. 

18 The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats, 
And the cragged rocks for the rabbets. 4 

19 He made the moon to mark out the appointed ſeaſons; 
And alſo the ſun, which knoweth the time of its going down. 

| 20 When thou bringeſt on darkneſs, O Lord, it becometh night, 

During which all the beaſts of the foreſt come forth; 

21 The young lions roaring after their prey, 
And ſeeking their food from God. 

22 When the ſun ariſeth, they retire, 
And lay themſelves down in their dens. 

23 Then man goeth forth to his work ; 
And to his labour until the evening, | 

24 How manifold, O Lox, are th oy [ 
In wiſdom haſt thou made them a | 
The earth is full of thy riches : 

25 So allo is the great and wide ſea, | 
In which are moving things without number, 
Living creatures bot ſmall and great. 

26 There fail the ſhips; and there is 155 Leviathan, 
Whom thou haſt made to ſport himſelf therein. 

27 All theſe wait upon thee, O Lord, 

That thou — * give them their food i in its Kalt. 
28 When thou giveſt them, they gather it; 5 
| I/hen thou openeſt thy hand, they are filled with good 7 


PER. 15. To give him a chear- name for it. It is a large kind of 
Hul countenance) The LXX read mouſe which lodges in rocky and 
le had hir, which the Bp. approves of. mountainous places. It is a harm- 

PER. 18. For the rabbets) The leſs creature which chews the cud, 
a Japan of the Hebrews is not an and is of the ſize of a rabbet; but 
inhabitant of this climate, and for of a browner colour, ſmaller eyes, 
this reaſon we haye not a proper and a head more pointed, 


L 3 29 of 


$ 
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29 If thou hideſt thy face, they are thrown into diſorder 
F thou takeſt back their breath, they expire 


And return to their duſt. 


30 If thou ſendeft forth thy ſpirit, they are made again; 
And thus thou reneweſt the face of the earth. 

31 The glory of the Loxp ſhall endure for ever; 
The Lox. ſhall rejoice in his works: 

32 Who but looketh on the earth, and it trembleth ; 
Who but toucheth the mountains, and they ſmoke. 

33 J will fing unto the Loxp fo long as I live; | 
I will ſing praiſe unto my God, while I have my being. 

34 My pſalm ſhall be acceptable to him; . 

And will rejoice in the Loxp; 

35 While ſinners ſhall be conſumed out of the earth, 

And the wicked ſhall be no more. 


Bleſs the Lozp, O my foul. 


"8 Praiſe ye Jehovah. 


PSALM CV. 
A Pſalm of David. 


The prophet exhorteth the Iſraelites to praiſe God, and to celebrate 

his power, goodneſs, and faithfulneſs. And then, to excite them to 

it, he relateth all the mercies of God to that people, from the days 
of Abraham to their taking poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan. 


1 Elebrate the Lok, and call upon his name; 


Publiſh among the people his ron deeds. 


2 Sing to him, ſing to him a pſalm o 


praiſe; 


And tell out all his wondrous works. £ 
3 Make your boaſt in his holy name, 

Let the heart of them rejoice that ſeek the Lok p. 
4 Seek the Loxp and his power; 

Approach his preſence evermore. 
5 Ye ſeed of Abraham his ſervant, 


Ye ſons of Jacob his choſen, 


6 Recite the marvellous works which he hath done, 
His miracles and the judgments of his mouth. 


A Pſalm of David) I have pre- 
fixed David's name to this pſalm, 
becauſe it appears to be his from 


_ 1 Chron. xvi. where the ſacred hiſ- 


torian, no doubt, gave us the whole 


of it ; but the tranſcribers have 


I 


omitted the laſt thirty periods. 
PER. 4. His 7 — That is, 


the ark of his preſence. — As the 


two verbs in this period are dif- 
ferent, I have rendered them by 
different words. 

7 The 
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7 The Loxp himſelf is our God; „ F- - 
His judgments are known over all the earth. 
8 He remembreth his covenant for ever, a | 
Even the promiſe he gave, to a thouſand generations 
9 The covenant, which-he made with Abraham, 
And the oath which he ſware unto Iſaac; 
10 Which he confirmed to Jacob for a law, 
And to Iſrael for an everlaſting covenant ; 
11 89 055 To thee will I give the land | 
Canaan to be the portion of your inheritance 
12 When they were but few in number, 
And had ſojourned in it but a little time. 
13 When they removed from nation to nation, 
And from one kingdom to another people, 
14 He ſuffered no man to oppreſs them z _ 
But reproved kings for their ſakes, ſaying, - 

15 Touch not mine anointed, | 
And do my prophets no harm. 9 | 
16 When he called for a famine upon the land, ; 

And broke every ſtaff of bread ; "2 ba 3 
17 He ſent a man before them into Egypt, , = 
Even Joſeph who was fold to be a flave ; . | 
18 Whoſe feet they hurt with fetters, 
Whoſe perſon was laid in irons; | 

19 Until the time that his prediction had come to pals, *'* Z 

And the word of the Loxp had cleared him: 8 N 
20 Then the king ſent and releaſed him; 5 ö 

The ruler of the people fet him free: "EY 
21 Making him lord over his houſe, - | | 

And ruler over all he poſſeſſed ; 

22 That he might reſtrain his princes at 
And teach his ſenators wiſdom. © 
23 Then Iſrael went down into | | 

And Jacob ſojourned in the land of Ham. " 
24 When the Lord had multiplied his people exceedingly, = 


| 
| 


his pleaſure, 


Ps. 12. And had ſojourned, &c.) told to Pharaoh, (Gen. xli, 14.) 
The true order of the words is, 
. vegarim bab cimyat. 


PE R. 19. Until the time that his 
prediction, &c.) When his predic- 
tion to Pharaoh's baker and butler 
came to paſs, and was afterwards 


then the accompliſhment of his 
prediction convineed him that he 
was not guilty of the crime for 
which he was impriſoned,” and 
cleared his reputation, 


L 4 | 7 And 
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And made them ſtronger than their adverſaries ; - 
25 When he had turned the heart of the Egyptians to hate his 


And to deal deceitfully with his ſervants ; 
26 Then he ſent Moſes his ſervant, 


people, 


And Aaron whom he had choſen. 
27 He wrought his miracles among them, 
And his wonders in the land of Ham. 
28 He ſent darkneſs, and it was dark; 
Yet they were not obedient to his word. 
29 He turned their waters into blood, 


And deſtroyed their fiſh. 


30 Their land produced frogs in abundance, 
Even in the apartments of their kings. 


31 He ſpoke, and the fly came; 


And lice in all their coaſts. 


32 He ſent them hail inſtead of rain, 
And ee fire in their land. 


33 He ſmote 


eir vines and fig- trees, 


And broke down all the trees in their coaſts. 
34 He ſpoke, and the locuſt came; 

And caterpillers without number; 
35 Which eat up every herb in the land, 


And devoured all the fruit of their 


ground. 


36 At length he ſmote every firſt-born in their land, 

The prime of all their ſtrength. 
Then he brought out his own people with ſilver and gold; 

Not a feeble perſon was among their tribes. 

38 Egypt rejoiced at their departure, _ 

For the dread of them had fallen upon it. 

39 He ſpread over them a cloud for a covering by day, 
And fire to give them light by night. 1 

40 At their requeſt he brought quails, 
And filled them with the bread of heaven. 

41 He opened the rock, and waters guſhed out; 
Rivers flowed down through dry places. 


- PBR. 27. He wrought) The Bp. 
follows the LXX in reading the 
verb in the ſingular, which the 
ſenſe and verſe require. See Pal. 
Ixxviil. 43. 

Per. 28. Obedient) The Bp. 
has nobly recovered the text, ſup- 
plying the firſt letter of the verb, 
and reading it Jarmeru, which makes 


the verſe and ſenſe compleat. 

PER. 40. At their requeſt) The 
LXX read the verb in the plural, 
which both conſtruction and verſe 
require. | 

PER. 41. Rivers) Here again 
the plural termination has been 
dropped, but retained by the LXX. 
See Pſal. Ixxviii. 16. 


42 For 


9 
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42 For he remembered' his holy promiſe | 
To Abraham his ſervant. - 


43 He therefore brought forth his people with joy, 
And his choſen with a we of triumph : 


44 He gave them the lands of the nations, 
"ad the labours of the people for an inheritance ; 
45 That they might keep his ſtatutes, 


And obſerve his laws. 
Praiſe ye Jehovah. 
PSALM CVI. 
* Praiſe ye Jehovah. 


The pſalmiſt celebrates the goodneſs and forbearance of Cod to * 
Iſraelites amidſt their ſeveral murmurings and rebellions, both in 
the wilderneſs and in the land of Canaan. 


Elebrate the Lorp, becauſe he is 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 
2 Who can exprels the gy. acts of the LoR D 
I/ho can. publiſh all his praiſe ? | 
3 Remember me, O Lok, when thou ſheweſt kindnek to thy 
And viſit me with thy ſalvation; [people, 
4 That J may ſee the proſperity of thy choſen, 
May ſhare in the joy of thy nation, 
And may glory with thine inheritance. 
5 Fappy are they who keep judgment, 
And do righteouſneſs at all times. 
6 But we have ſinned like our fathers; 
We have acted perverſely and committed wickedneſs. 
7 When our fathers were in Eee 
They regarded not thy wonderful works. 
8 They were not mindful of the multitude of thy mercies ; 
But rebelled againſt the moſt High at the red ſea. ; 
9 Nevertheleſs, he delivered them for his name's ſake; . 
That he might make known his mighty power. 
10 He rebuked the red ſea, that it was dried up; 
And cauſed them to march through the deep, as can the OY 
wildernels. 


Pen. 1. ) This and the two laſt a captive at Babylon, to accommo- 
periods of this pſalm are given us date it to his own uſe. . 
as David's in 1 Chron, xvi. and it PRR. 8. The mot High) If * 
is not improbable that the whole reader will turn to Pſal. IXxvill. 17. 
of it was his. The 3d and 4th pe- 


nods ſeem to have been added by the true reading here. 


1 
1 


he may be convinced that yelion is Ve 


150. THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 


11 He delivered them from the power of him that hated them, 


And reſcued them out of the hand of the enemy. 
12 The waters overwhelmed their adverſaries ; 
Not one of them ſurvived. 
13 Then they believed his promiſes ; 
They ſang his praiſe, 
14 They ſoon however forgot his works, 
And would not wait for his counſel : 
15 But luſted exceedingly in the wilderneſs, 
And put God to the proof in the deſart. 
16 And he gave them their requeſt ; 
But ſent a loathing into their appetite. 
17 They envied Moſes in the camp, 
And Aaron the holy one of the Loxp. 


18 Then the earth opened and ſwallowed up Dathan, 


And covered the congregation of Abiram : 

19 A fire was kindled in their aſſembly ; 

A flame burnt up the wicked. 
20 They made a calf in Horeb, 

And worſhipped the molten image. 

21 They exchanged their glory 
For the image of an ox that eateth grals. 
22 They forgot God their ſaviour, 
Who had done great things in Egypt; 
23 Wonderful things in the land of Ham, 
And terrible things at the red ſea. 
24 Therefore he declared he would deſtroy them; 
And would have done it, had not Moſes his choſen 
Stood before him in the breach, 
To turn away his wrath from deſtroying them. 
25 They deſpiſed the deſirable land; 
And believ not his word : 
26 But murmured in their tents, 

Aud hearkened not to the command of the Lon p. 
27 Therefore, lifting up his hand, he fwore unto them, 
That he would make them fall in the wilderneſs ; 
28 Would overthrow their ſeed among the nations, 

And ſcatter them through the countries. 
29 They joined themſelves to Baal-peor, 


And eat the ſacrifices offered to the dead. 


30 They provoked God with their let practices, 
And the plague broke in upon them. 
31 Then ſtood up Phinehas and appeaſed him; 


And 


49 


\nd 
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And thus the plague was ſtayed. 
32 And this was counted to him for righteouſneſs, 
Throughout all generations for ever. 
33 They angred him at the waters of Meribah, 
Where Moſes ſuffered for their ſakes : 
34 For they provoked his ſpirit, 
So that he ſpake raſhly with his lips. - 
35 They deſtroyed not the people of Canaan, - 
As the Loxp had commanded them: | 
36 But mingled themſelves with the nations, BP 
And learned their works. 
37 They ſerved their idols, 
Which became a ſnare unto them, 
38 Nay, they ſacrificed their ſons 
And their daughters unto demons. 
39 They ſhed innocent blood, 
The blood of their ſons and their daughters, 
Whom they ſacrificed to the idols of Canaan ; 
And the land was polluted with blood. 
40 They defiled themſelves with their works, | 
And committed whoredom after their practices, 
41 Therefore the wrath of the LoxD was kindled againſt his 
And he abhorred his own inheritance. [people, 
42 He gave them up into the hands of the nations, 
That they who hated them might rule over them. 
43 Their enemies oppreſſed them, | 
And they were humbled under their hand. 
Time after time he delivered-them ; 
But ſtill they provoked him with their counſels, 
And were brought low by their iniquity. g 
45 Nevertheleſs, he looked upon them in their diſtreſs, = 
When he heard their cry. | <P > | 1 
46 He remembered to them his covenant, CO LT Oey | 
And relented according to the greatneſs of his mereyʒ 
47 Making them to be pitied in the eyes „ „ 
Of all thoſe who carried them away captive. 
48 Save us, O Loxp our God, | 
And gather us from among the nations 
That we may celebrate thy holy name, * 
And glory in thy praiſme. > A 
49 Blefſed be Jehovah the God of Iſrael - WB» 


From everlaſting to everlaſting.” We 
And let all the people ſay, Amen. ; 90 : 4 2 | 
. Praiſe ye Jehovah. | "0 
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THE FIFTH BOOK. 


PSALM CVIL i 

The prophet inviteth thoſe who have been redeemed from captivity, or 
conducted home when loſt in the wilderneſs, or delivered from pri- 
ſon, or ſickneſs, or a ftorm at ſea, to celebrate the loving-kinaneſ; 
of the Lord towards them, in delivering them from their ſeveral 
diſtreſſes. He then ſheweth that whether God ſends plenty or fa- 
mine, whether he exalts men or depreſſes them, he does all this with 
wiſdom and juſtice, and for the good of mankind. 

I Elebrate the Lok p, becauſe he is good, 

Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 


— 
S 


2 Thus let the redeemed of the Lok ſay, 
Even thoſe whom he delivereth from the hand of the enemy: 
3 Whom he gathereth out of the countries, 8 
From the eaſt and from the weſt, 
From the north and from the ſouth. | 
4 They who wander in the wilderneſs and in the deſart, 
And find not the way to the city where they dwell; 


5 Who are hungry and thirſty, 


And whoſe ſoul fainteth in them; | 
6 When theſe cry unto the LoRD in their trouble, 
He delivereth them out of their diſtreſs ; 
7 And conducteth them in the ſtrait way, 
Leading to the city where they dwell. 
8 Let theſe celebrate the LoRD for his loving-kindneſs, 
And for his wonderful works to the ſons of men : 
9 For he ſatisfieth the thirſty ſoul, 
And filleth the hungry ſoul with good things. 


IO 


They who fit in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, 


Being faſt bound with affliction and irons ; 

11 Becauſe they have rebelled againſt the commands of God, 
And ſet at nought the counſel of the moſt High; 

12 Whoſe heart he hath humbled with ſorrow, 

And who are fallen down, without any to help them; 


PER. 3. And from the ſouth) The 
Bp. reads umijamin, which both 
ſenſe and metre require. 
PER. 4. They who wander) Here 

begins a new paragraph, deſcrib- 
ing thoſe who are loſt in the wil- 


derneſs. And in all probability it 
ſhould begin with the participle 
toyim, and not with the verb; in 
the ſame manner as the next pa- 
ragraph begins. 


13 When 
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13 When theſe cry unto the LoRD in their trouble, 
He delivereth them out of their diſtreſs ; 

14 He bringeth them out of darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, 
And breaketh their chains in ſunder. 

15 Let theſe celebrate the LoRD for his loving-kindneſs, 
And for his wonderful works to the ſons of men: 


16 For he breaketh open the 


gates of braſs, 


And cutteth aſunder the bars of iron. 


17 The fooliſh who de 


rt from his way, 


And are brought low by their iniquities; 


18 Whoſe ſoul loatheth all manner of food, 


And who draw near to the gates of death ; 
19 When theſe cry unto the LoRD in their trouble, 
He delivereth them out of their diſtreſs ; 
20 He ſendeth forth his word and healeth them, 
And reſcueth them from their deſtruction. | 
21 Let theſe celebrate the LoRD for his loving-kindneſs, 
And for his wonderful works to the ſons of men. 
22 Let them offer the ſacrifices of praiſe, 
And recount his works with joyfulneſs. 
23 They who go down upon the ſea in ſhips, 
And tranſact buſineſs on great water; 
24 Who ſee the works of the LoRD, 
And his wonders in the deep, 
25 How, at his command, the ſtormy wind 
Ariſeth, and lifteth up the waves thereof; 
26 Who mount up to the heavens and ſink down to the depths, 
And whoſe ſoul melteth away with fear; 
27 Who reel and ſtagger like a drunken man, 
And all their ſkill in ſailing faileth them; 
28 When theſe cry unto the LORD in their trouble, 
He delivereth them out of their diſtreſs : | 
29 He turneth the ſtorm into a calm, 
And the waves of the ſea are ſtill. 


PeR. 17. Who depart)" Here be- 
gins the paragraph in which thoſe 
who labour under ſickneſs are de- 


ſcribed. And it is highly . probable 


that the word which is at preſent 
pointed pi / yam, ſhould be a parti- 
ciple, and be pointed poJzyim. The 
foregoing and following para- 


graphs begin with participles ; _ 
and the prepoſition before derec, 
ſhews likewiſe that this word 
n not to be a ſubſtantive. 

ER. 25.) The Bp. obſerves. 
that jaymod in this period, and a- 
kem in the 29th, have changed 
places. | 4 


30 Then 
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30 Then are they overjoyed that the tempeſt is calmed ; 
| And he bringeth them ſafe to the port they wiſhed for. 
31 Let theſe celebrate the LORD for hi * -kindneſs, 
And for his wonderful works to the ſons of men. 
32 Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people, 
And praiſe him in the aſſembly of the elders. 
33 He turneth a well-watered country into a wilderneſs, 
And a ſoil bouncing with ſprings into dry ground; 
34 Changing a fruitful land into a barren ſoil, 
For the = tote of thoſe who dwell therein 3 
35 Who are diminiſhed and brought low 
By barrenneſs, calamity, and trouble. 
36 Heturnetha wilderneſs into a land abounding with ſprings, 
Anda dry ſoil into a well-watered en 
37 And there he ſettleth the hungry, 
That they may build themſelves a city to dwell in ; ; 
38 That they may ſow fields, and plant 
Vineyards, which may jeld them fruit and increaſe. 
39 He alſo bleſſeth them, ſo that they are greatly multiplied ; 
And gear not their cattle to — 
He poureth contempt on princes, 4 | 
And cauſeth them to dts gr pathleſs deſart; 11 
41 While he raiſeth up the needy from want, | | 
And multiplieth his family like a flock. 
42 The upright ſhall ſee this, and rejoice ; . 
While all iniquity ſhall ſtop its mouth. 
43 The man that is wile, will obſerve theſe things, 
And attend to the loving-kindneſs of the LoRD. 
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PSALM CVIIL 


A Pſalm of David, 
Who praiſeth Ged with great zeal, and imploreth his aſſiſtance. He 
then aſſureth himſelf, that by the divine aid be ſhould be victorious 
over the Moabites, Edomites, and all thoſe who oppoſed bim. 


I M Y heart is ready, O God, ; 
My heart is ready; I will ſing and give pid 


Pex. 35.) The eonnection ſhews PER. 43. Aud attend) The LXX = * 
that this period ought to cloſe this read this verb in the ſingular, as 
paragraph, and not the next where the conſtruction and verſe require 
the tranſcribers have — plac- it ſnoulc. a 
ed it. | PER, n 
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2 Awake, O my tongue, awake; 
I will awake early the pſaltery and harp. 
3 I will celebrate thee, O Lord, among the nations, 
I will ſing praiſe unto thee among the people : 
4 Becauſe thy loving-kindneſs reacheth unto the heavens, 
"Abd thy faithfulneſs unto the clouds. 
5 Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens ! 
Be thy glory diſplayed over all the earth! 
Save me with thy right hand, and anſwer me, 
That thy beloved people may be delivered. 2 
God hath ſpoken it in his ſanctuary; 
I ſhall zberefore triumph, and divide Shechem, - 
955 And meaſure out the valley of Succoth. 
8 Gilead is on my ſide, and Manaſſch is on my ſide; 
Ephraim is the helmet of my head, 
Judah is my ſcepter. F 
9 Moab ſhall be my waſh-pot ; | 14 
To Edom I will caſt my ſhoes ; | 
Over Philiſtia I will triumph. 
10 Who will bring me into the ſtrong city? 
Who will conduct me into Edom ? 
11 Wilt not thou, O God, who didſt caſt us off, 
And refuſedſt to go forth with our armies ? | 
12 Oh, give us thy aſſiſtance in our diſtreſs ; 
For = help of man is vain. 
13 Through God we ſhall do great deeds; 
For he himſelf will tread down our adverſaries, 


PSALM CIX. 
A Pſalm of David, : 
In which he deſcribeth the malice and injuſtice of his enemies, and 


mY £i9eth à particular account of their imprecations againſt him. He 
W.. then beſeecheth God to deal kindly with him, and to diſappoint the 


malice of his accuſers; and promiſeth that he will joyfully celebrate 


him, as the deliverer of the helpleſs from mercileſs oppreſſors. 


E not ſilent, O thou God 
Whom I praiſe ; for the mouth of the wicked 


'B 


And the — of the deceitful are opened againſt me. 


ure I nods of this pſalm are the ſame ſame with the eight laſt of the 
1 with the five laſt of the lvii pſalm, lx pſalm. 


pe- and the eight laſt periods are the ER. I. Be not L lent) Plead my 
riods cauſe, 


XX 


r, as 


f 
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2 They ſpeak againſt me with lying tongues; 
They ſurround me with words of hatred, 
And fight againſt me without a cauſe. 
3 While I pray for them, they in return for my love 
Falſly accuſe me; they repay me 


Evil for good, FO 
And hatred for my love. 
4 Set a wicked man over him, 


ſay they, to hear bis cauſe, 


And let a falſe accuſer ſtand at his right hand. 
5 When he is judged, let him be condemned, 
"And let his prayer for pardon aggravate his crime, 


6*Let his days be few, 


And let another take his office. 
Let his children be fatherleſs, | 
And his wife a widow; let his children ua 


Be vagabonds and 7 


Wet them be driven from their ruinous habitations. 
8 Let the uſurer ſeize upon all that he hath, 

«And let ſtrangers rob him of his labour. 
Let there be no one to ſhew him kindneſs, 

No one to pity his fatherleſs children. 


10 Let his poſterity be entirely cut off, 


And in the next generation let their name be blotted out. 
11 Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered by the Lox, 
« And let not the ſin of his mother be blotted our. 


12 Let them be continually before the LORD, 


That he may cut off their memory from the earth; 

13 Becauſe he remembered not to ſhew kindneſs g 
But perſecuted the man who was afflicted, and deſtitute, 
And broken-hearted, in order to deſtroy him; 


cauſe, O God, againſt my accuſers, 
and make it appear that I am in- 


nocent of the crime which they lay 
to my charge, — This pſalm ſeems 
to have been compoſed under the 


perſecution of Saul. | 
PRR. 4. Set a wicked man over 

him, ſay they) Dr. Sykes, in the intro- 

duction to his paraphraſe on the 


Hebrews, p. 32. has obſerved, that 


the following imprecations to Per. 


14 Since he took pleaſure in curſing, 


17. are not the imprecations of 
David againſt his enemies, but of 
his enemies againſt him. Before 
this was obſerved, nothing was 
more diſtant from the thoughts of 
the learned: and now it ĩs obſeru- 
ed, nothing is more obvious. 

PER.7. Let them be driven) The 
LXX read jiggarefu ; and the 
prepoſition following ſhews this to 
be right. I 


Let 


8 of 
at of 
efore 

was 
ts of 
ſerv- 


The 
the 
11s to 


Let 
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Let it come upon him; ſince he delighted not 
In bleſſing, let it depart from him: | N 
15 Since he cloathed himſelf with curſing as with his garment, 


Let it ſit 


n him like the robe which he weareth, 


And like the "oem with which he is always girded: 
8 


16. Nay, let it p 


like water into his bowels, 


And like marrow into his bones! ” 


17 Such is the 


. of thoſe who falſly accuſe me before the 
And ſpeak evil againſt my life. 
18 But deal thou with me, O Lokp, 


According to thy name; deliver me, 


O Lord, becauſe thy loving- 


Limlives is combrtable. 


19 For I am afflicted and deſtitute, 
And my heart is wounded within me. 


20 I am 


ne off like the evening-ſhadow when it goeth down; 


I am driven away like the locuſt. 


21 My knees are weak through 


faſting, 


And my fleſh hath loſt its fatneſs. 
22 I am become a ſubject of reproach unto them 
When they ſee me, they ſhake their heads. 
23 Help me, O LoxD my God; 
Save me for thy loving-kindneſs' ſake : 
24 That they may know, this is thy hand, 
And that thou, O LoRD, haſt done it. 


PE R. 16. Like marrow) The 
true reading muſt either be wager 
or elſe emen muſt ſignify the oi 
ſubſtance of which — 9 — 
conſiſts. It is certain, that nothing 


but marrow can pervade the bones, 


in the ſame manner as water does 


the bowels. See Per. 24. where 
men ſignifies fatneſs, if niſman be 
not the true reading. Some tran- 
ſeriber had tranſpoſed the two laſt 
lines of this period. I have reſtor- 
ed them to their natural order. 


See Houbigant. 
PER. 17. Such is the requital) In 


the 3d Per. David complains that 


his enemies repayed him evil for 


22 and here, after giving us a 


etail of their imprecations againſt 


him, he concludes, Such is their 
requital of me. — In this ſenſe pe- 
* ought to be rendered Prov. 
XI. I'S. 0 

To him that worketh wickedneſs 

is a deceitful requital : 
But to him that ſoweth righteouſ- 
| neſs is a ſure reward. 

_ Ibid. Falſly accuſe me) See Per. 13. 
where they accuſe him of being a 
mercileſs and implacable perſecu- 


tor, and 14, 15, and 16. where 
they execrate him as delighting in 
curſing rather than in bleſſing. 


Ibid. Before) Thus meet ſigni- 
fies Pſal. xxii. 26. and thus it is 
rendered here by the LXX, — 
See Per. 11 and 12. where they 


- curſe David before the Loxp. 
M 9 10 9 


235 Let 


- [LorD, 


| 
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25 Let them curſe, but do thou bleſs : | 
Let thoſe who riſe up againſt me be aſhamed, but let thy ſer- 


vant rejoice 


26 Let thoſe who falſly accuſe me be cloathed with ſhame, 
And cover themſelves with their own confuſion aswith a cloak; 

27 While ] greatly celebrate the LoRD with my mouth, 
And praiſe him among multitudes of people ; | 

28 Becauſe he ſtandeth at the right hand of the poor, 
To fave his life from thoſe who would condemn him. 


PSALM CX. 
| | A Pſalm of David, 1 
Who, under the image of a young prince, taking poſſeſſion of a king- 


dom, and goin 


forth to ſubdue all thoſe who oppoſe him, fore- 


telleth that the Meſſiah ſhould be exalted to the right hand of 
God; ſhould be the king and high prieſt of his Church ,, and 
ſhould gloriouſly eſtabliſh his kingdom, and triumph over all his 


enemies. 


I 2 faid unto my Lord.. 
Sit thou on my right hand, till I make 


Thine enemies thy footſtool. 
2 Jehovah ſhall deliver to thee 


The ſcepter of thy power out of Sion: 
Rule thou in the midſt of thine enemies. 
3 Thy people ſhall freely offer themſelves 
On the day when thou ſhalt aſſemble thy forces 


PER. 25. Let them curſe) See 
their repeated curſes of him from 
Per. 3. to 17.—In the latter part of 
this period the Bp. reads with the 
LXX kamai. —In the laſt period 
mi ſapetad ſeems to be the true 
reading. See Pſal. li. 4. * 

PER. 3. Thy people ſball freely offe 
themſelves) Joſ. Mede has obſerved 
in his xxvii diſcourſe, that yam- 
meca nedabot is an elliptical expreſ- 
ſion for yammeca yam nedabet. The 
metre requires a word of one ſyl- 
lable to compleat the verſe; and 
therefore very probably the word 
which this great man ſupplies, did 


originally belong to the text, How- 


ever, whether it originally belong- 


ed to the text, or is by the rules of 
the Hebrew 1 e to be ſup- 
plied, the literal of the words 


is, Thy people ſhall be a people of vo- 
luntarineſſes, or, Thy people ſhall freely 
offer themſelves, that is, as voluntiers 
in thy ſervice. So theſe words ſig- 
nify, Judg. v. 2. and 9. and the 
context ſhews, that they ought to 
be ſo tranſlated here. © 
Ibid. On the day when thou ſhalt 
afſemble thy forces) Heb. In the day 


of thine army. The Chaldee para- 


phraſt has it, On the day when thou 
Halt engage in batile. 


Upon 
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Upon the holy hills. The youth of thine army | 
Shall be like the dew from the womb of the morning. 
4 Jehovah hath ſworn, and will not repent, 


Thou art a prieſt for ever, 


After the order of Melchizedek. 


| 5 The Lord on thy right hand, O Jehovah, 


Shall ſmite kings in the day of his wrath, _ 


6 He ſhall execute ju 


dgment among the nations; 


He ſhall fill The field of battle with dead bodies; 
He ſhall ſmite the HE AD of many countries. 


Ibid. Upon the holy hills) That 


is, upon the hills of Sion and Mo- 


riah, on which Jeruſalem, the holy 
city, was built. See Pf, Ixxxvli. 1. 
— David having ſpoken of the 

in the firſt line of this peri- 
od, and of the Day when it ſhould 
aſſemble in the ſecond, ſpeaks in 
this of the Place of rendezvous, 
namely, The holy Hills. The Ma- 
ſoretical copy indeed reads behadre 
Tode / in the beauties of holineſs, which 
has given birth to many idle inter- 
pretations, and has led the com- 
mentators to mix the literal ſenſe 
of this period with the ſpiritual, 
How much better is it to read be- 
harr: kode/, on the hills of holineſs ; 
as theſe two Hebrew words occur 
together in Pſal. hacxvii. x. and as 
Symmachus and Jerom read them 


here; the former rendering them 


5 0geuy a you, the latter in montibus 
ſanctis? All the difference between 
theſe two readings lies in two fi- 


milar letters, which are ſcarce diſ- 


tinguiſhable from each other in 

print, much leſs in manuſcript. 
Ibid. The youth 2 thine army) 

Heb. Thy youth. The Hebrews 


frequently uſe the abſtract for the 


concrete. Thus, r lead thy captivity 


captive, is uſed for, to lead thy cap— 


tives captive. So here, Thy youth is 
put for Thy young men, 


Ibid. Shall be lite the dew) Da- 
vid having ſpoken of the Army, and 
bf the Day and Plate of rendezvous 
in the former part of the 

deſcribes in the latter the „at- and 
condition of it, namely, that it ſnould 
conſiſt of youthful and brave ſol- 
diers, and * it ſhould be as nu- 
merous as the drops of motning- 
dew. Huſhai in his advice to Ab- 
ſalom Wes the ſame compariſon, 
2 Sam. xvii. 11, 12: Let all Iſrael 
be gathered together unto thet, from 
Dan even to Beer/heba—and we will 
encamp againſt David with forces as 
numerous, as the dew which falleth 
upon the ground. This cottipariſon 
of the pfalmiſt, which is loft in the 
Maſoretical text, Bp. H. has nobly 
retrieved, | only by reſtorimg the 


word fal, dew, to its proper place. 


PER. 6. The field of battle) Our 
tranſlators were conſcious that a 
word has been dropped here, and 
therefore have ſupplied in Italicks 
the places. The Chaldee paraphraſt 
ſupplied or found in his copy erer, 
the land. L. Capel and Bs. H. 
think that the word geat, vallies, 


has been dropped, becauſe of its 


ſimilarity to the word following. 
I have ſupplied with Le Clere, 
what ſeems moſt ſuitable to tlie 
context, the field of baitle. 


P * 
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7 He ſhall drink of the brook in the way ; 
Therefore ſhall he lift up his head. 


PSALM CXI. 


Y Praiſe ye Jehovah. 
The pſalmiſt celebrates God on account of his glorious 


% 


works, and 


above all for the temporal and ſpiritual mercies he had beſtowed on 


the people of Iſrael. 


1 J Will celebrate the Loxp, with my whole heart, 


In the company of the upright and in the congregation. 


2 The works of the Lokp are great, 

Studied by all who take pleaſure therein. 
3 His actions are full of glory and renown, 
And his righteouſneſs endureth for ever. 

4 He hath made memorable his wonderful works ; 
The Lox is gracious and full of compaſſion. 

5 He giveth food to thoſe who fear him; 

He remembreth his covenant for ever. 3 
6 He hath ſhewed his people the might of his deeds, 
In giving them the inheritance of the nations. 
7 The works of his ands are truth and judgment; 
All his precepts are faithful: K. | 
8 They are eſtabliſhed for ever and ever, 

They are made in truth and uprightneſs. 

9 9 He hath ſent redemption to his * 


He hath ordained his covenant 
His name is holy and awful. 


Or ever: 


10 The fear of the Lox is the perfection of wiſdom; 
All they who live therein have an excellent underſtanding: 


His praiſe endureth for ever. 


PR. 7. He ſhall drink of the brook 

in the way) The Meſſiah ſhall be 
ſo intent on purſuing his enemies, 
that like a conqueror on a haſt 
march, he ſhall not ſtop to refre 
himſelf, but take up with a draught 
of water from the firſt brook he 
meets with on the way. 

Ibid. He /hall lift up his head) 
This is ſometimes expreſſed more 
fully thus, He ſball liſt up his head 
above all his enemies round about him, 
that is, he ſhall triumph over them. 
The reader may, if he pleaſe, ſee 


* * . 


both the literal and -ſpiritual ſenſe 
of this pſalm fully explained in the 
Appendix to the 3 5 of Habakhuk. 
PE R. 2. Studied) Heb. enquired 
into. The Bp. points the laſt word 
of the period Zopezehem, which 
both ſenſe and verſe require, — 


This and the following pſalm are 


alphabetical, every verſe beginning 
with a different letter of the He- 
brew alphabet in-its order. 

PER. 10. I bo live therein) Heb. 


Who pructiſe it; the true reading 
being in all ** 


LM 
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PSALM CXII: 
Praiſe ye. Jehovah. | 
The pſalmiſt deſcribeth the happineſs of the righteous man. 


APP is the man who feareth the Loop, 
Who delighteth greatly in his commands ! 
2 His ſeed ſhall be mighty in the land; 
The generation of the upright ſhall be bleſſed. 
3 Plenty and riches ſhall be in his houſe ; 
And his righteouſneſs endureth for ever. o 
4 Light ariſeth to the upright in the midſt of darkneſs ; 
The righteous man is gracious and full of com 
5 The man who is liberal and lendeth ſhall proſper; 
He ſhall manage his affairs with judgment. | 
6 Doubtleſs, he ſhall never be removed; 
The righteous man ſhall be had in everlaſting remembrance. 
7 He al not be afraid of an evil re 
His heart is eſtabliſhed, while he re ech on the Lonp. 
8 His heart is ſupported he ſhall not be afraid 
While he is looking his adverſaries in the face. 
9 He giveth liberally to the needy ; | 
His righteouſneſs endureth for ever ; 
His horn ſhall be exalted with honour. 
10 The wicked man ſhall look on, and fret, 
He ſhall gnaſh with his teeth, and pine away; 
The deſire of the wicked ſhall come to nought. 


PSALM ' CXIIL: 
| Praiſe ye Jehovah. 


The Iſraelites are exhorted to celebrate the power and glory of God, 
diſplayed in the works of bis providence, 2 in 9s cxalting 


and bleſſing thoſe whom he delights in. 


Raiſe the Lokp, O ye his ſervants, 
Praiſe ye the name of the LoRD. 


PER. 4. The righteous man) The ſition and of the whale pſalm ; in 
verſe and ſenſe ſhew the van pre- the ſame manner as, The LORD, 
fixed to zaddik to be redundant: Pſal. cxi. 4. is the ſubject of the 
The righteous man being, as the Bp. ſame propoſition and of that whole 


obſerves, the /ubjef of the propo- pſalm. 


1 2 Let 


5 
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2 Let the name of the Lok be bleſſed, 
From this time forth, even for ever. 
3 Let the name of the Loxp be praiſed, 
From the riſing of the fun to its ſetting. 
4 For the Lonn is exalted above all nations, 
His glory is above the heavens. 
Who is like unto the Len our God, 
That exalteth himſelf to dwell 
In the heavens; and yet humbleth himſelf 
To look down on the earth ? 
6 It is he who raiſeth up the poor from the duſt ; 
Who lifteth up the needy from the — 
7 To ſet him among princes, 
Among the princes of his people. 
8 It is he who maketh the barrenwoman to be miſtreſs of afamily, 
And a joyful mother of children, 


Praiſe ye Jehovah. 


PSALM CXIV. | 
The pſalmiſt deſtribeth. the power which Jehovah diſplayed, len l 
led the Ijraclites out of Egypt, through the red ſea, and over the 


river Jordan. 


1 HEN Iſrael came out of Egypt, 
And the houſe of Jacob from a people of a ſtrange lan- 
2 Judah was Jebovab's ſanctuary, [guage ; 
And Iſrael his dominion. 


3 The ſea beheld him and fled ; 
Jordan retired back : 
4 The mountains ſkipped away like rams, 
The hills like af#:ighted lambs. 
What ailedſt — O thou ſea, that thou fleddeſt ? 
And thou N that thou retiredſt back? | 


* 


„ ESR 


7 Tremble pans thou earth, at he preſence of thy Lord, 


8 Who turneth the rock into a Mads water, 
And the flint into a running ſtream. 
PER. 8. Vo maketh to be miſireſi has been dropped here, or elſe 
of ) Heb. Who maketh to prefide over. ſome preceding period or periods 
e Plal. Ixviii. 6. where the parti- have been omitted in which jahyob 
ciple is uſed in the ſame ſenſe. was mentioned. 
PER. 2. Jebovaß's ) Either jabvob 
PSALM 
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PSALM CXV. | 
The prophet beſeecheth God to deliver the Iſraelites from the inſults 
of the heathen, for 7 of his name; deſcribeth the vanity of 
idols and the folly of idolatry ; and repreſenteth the bappineſs of 
thoſe who fear God, and put their truſt in bim. 


I IVE not the glory to us, O Lon, 
Give it not to us, but to thy own name, 
For thy loving-kindneſs, and thy truth's fake. 
2 Why ſhould the nations ſay, 8 
Where is now their God? 
3 Truly our God is in heaven; 
He doeth whatſoever he pleaſeth. 
4 The idols of the nations are but ſilver 
And gold; the work of men's hands. 
5 They have mouths, but ſpeak not; 
Aud eyes, but ſee not. 


6 They have ears, but hear not; 


And noſes, but ſmell not. 
7 They have hands, but feel not; 
And feet, but walk not. 
8 They ſpeak not through their throats, 
Nor is there any breath in their mouths. 
9 Such as theſe are, ſuch are thoſe who make them 
And ſuch are all thoſe who rely upon them. 
10 The houſe of Iſrael relieth on the Loxp ; 
He is their help and their ſhield. 
11 The houſe of Aaron relieth on the Losp ; 
He is their help and their ſhield. | 
12 They who fear the Loxp rely _ he Lozp 
He is their help and their ſhie 
13 The Lozp is mindful of us, and will bleſs xs 
He will bleſs the houſe of Iſrael, 
He will bleſs the houſe of Aaron. 


Pe 28 The idols of the nations} And thus the next period begins. 
The L read Yazbe haggoim; See Pal. cxxxv. 19.— They like- 
and thus it is read in the parallel wiſe read the verbs in this 2nd the 


place, Pfal. cxxxv. 15.— The Bp. two next periods in the indicative, 


has ſupplied the laſt line of the which is more ſuitable to the ſenſe, 
eighth period from Pf. cxxxv. = as well as to the latter clauſe of 

PER. 10. The houſe) The LXX each period, their help and their 
read bet, which the metre requires. ſhield, Ie 


Mz. 14 He 
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14 He will bleſs thoſe who fear him, 


Both ſmall and great. 


15 The Loxp will heap his bleſſings upon you, 
Upon you and your children. 


16 Ye are bleſſed of the Lox D, 
Who made heaven and earth. 


17 The heavens, the heavens are the Lorpy's ; 
But he hath given the earth to the ſons of men. 
18 The dead cannot —_ the Lonp, 


Nor any who go 


own into the region of ſilence : 
x9 But we il bleſs the Loxp, 


From this time forth, even for ever. 


F ye] ehovah. 


PSA L M CXVI. 
The pſalmiſt praiſeth God with tranſports of zeal, joy, and doll 


for the deliverance he had granted him from imminent death, and 


Ee all the favours he had beſtowed upon him. 


Love the Lord, becauſe he hath heard | 
The voice of my ſupplications; and I will call upon him 
So long as I live, — he hath inclined his ear unto me. 
2 The ſnares of death ſurrounded me, 
And the toils of the grave ſurprized me. 
3 When I met with diſtreſs and ſorrow, 
I called upon the name of the Lox, ſaying, 
I beſeech thee, O Lozp, deliver my life. 
4 The Lox is gracious and righteous; 
Yea, our God is very compaſſionate. 


5 The Lord preſerveth the ſim 
I was brought very low, and 


le 3 
4 Sed me. 


6 Return hen unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, 
For the Loxp hath been gracious unto thee. 


PER. 1. And I will call) The 
Hebrew words fhould be placed 
in this order, ubimai 

efra, ci hittah ozno li. 


PER. 2. And toils) The ingeni- 


ous Mr. Mudge reads mezuds, toils, 
which is equivalent to /nares in the 
former part of the period. The 
alteration conſiſts in little more 


than the change of one fimilar let- 
ter for another, 


PER. 5. The ſimple) The nn | 
are here oppoſed to the crafty who 


uſe indirect means for their deli- 
verance ; . whereas the ſimple uſe 
only ſuch means as God approves, 
and rely upon him for the ſucceſs 


| of them. 


7 For 


Mine 2 from tears, 
From 
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. 7 For thou, O God, haſt delivered my life from death, 
and my feet 
alling, that I might walk before 
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Thee in the land of the living. g 
8 I ſpoke, becauſe I believed it, 


(J was in great affliction) 
9 And 1 ſaid in my flight, 
All men are deceitful, 
IO 


What returns ſhall I make unto the Logp 


For all the favours he hath beſtowed upon me.? 
11 I will receive the cup of ſalvation, OPER 
And call upon the name of the Loxp. 

12 I will pay my vows unto the Los, 

Before all his people now preſent. 

13 The death of the Lonp's ſaints 


Is precious in his ſight. 
14 Becauſe, O Lok, I am 


Thy ſervant and the fon of thine handmaid, 


Thou haſt looſed for me my bonds, "Re IO 
15 I will offer unto thee the ſacrifice of thankſgiving, 


And call upon the name of the Loxp. 
16 I will pay the Loxp my vows, 
Before all his people now preſent ; _ 
17 In the courts of the Loxp's houſe, 
In the midſt of thee, O Jeruſalem. 


Praiſe ye Jehoyah, 


Per. 8. Becauſe) Therefore is a 
very unuſual ſenſe of ci. I rather 
think the true order of the words 
is, ci hemanti, adabber ; and then ci 
will retain its uſual ſignification. 

PER. 9. In my flight) It is gene- 
rally concluded from theſe words 
that this pſalm was David's, and 
that it was wrote after his haſty 
flight from his ſon Abſalom, when 
Achitophel and others in whom he 
confided proved falſe and treach- 
erous. ; 


Px R. 11, The cup of ſalvation) 


Heb. The cup of deliverance, in which 


bleſſings received were commemo- 
rated. 

PRR. 13. Precious in his fight) His 
ſaints are too precious to be deli- 
vered up to the will of their ene- 
min.. 

PER. 14. My bonds) The bonds 
of death with which he had as it 
were been bound. See Per. 2. — 
The Bp. ſupplies Ii before this 
word, and omits ani yabdeca in the 
beginning of the period, both 
which the metre requires. 
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PSALM CXVIL 


All the nations of the earth are invited to praiſe God, becauſe of his 
| goodneſs and truth. $62 
1 D Raiſe the Lox, all ye nations; 
Celebrate him, all ye 18 ; 


2 Becauſe the loving-kindneſs of the Loxp is great towards us, 
And his faithfulneſs endureth for ever. | 


Praiſe ye Jehovah. 


PSALM CXVII. 


The pſalmiſt inviteth the people and prieſts to join with him, in ce- 
lebrating the goodneſs of God for making him triumph over bis ene- 
mies. They on the other hand, anſwer his invitation by bleſſing the 
Lord, and praying for the proſperity of the pſalmiſt. | 


1 Elebrate the Logp, becauſe he is good, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 
2 Let Iſrael now ſay, 5 
That his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 
3 Let the houſe of Aaron now ſay, 
That his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 
4 Let thoſe who fear the Loxp now ſay, 
'That his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 
When I was in ſtraits I called upon the Loxp; 
The Loxp anſwered and ſet me at liberty, 
6 The Lorp is among thoſe who help me; 
I will not fear what man can do unto me. 
7 The Lord is among thoſe who help me; 
I ſhall be able to face thoſe who hate me. 
8 It is better to make the Loxp our refuge, 
Than to rely on the ſons of men. 
9 It is better to make the Logo our refuge; 
Than to rely on princes. 


PER. 6. Among thoſe who help) Bp. obſerves, have dropped beyo- 
The LXX read the former part of ⁊crai. | 
this _ in the ſame manner as PR. 8. Sons) The verſe want- 


the former part of the following. ing a ſyllable, the Bp. ſupplies ben. 
The tranfcribers therefore, as the Sec Pf, cxlvi. 2. 


10 All 


ce- 
ene; 
the 
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10 All nations ſurrounded me; 
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But in the name of the Lonp I cut them off. 
11 They ſurrounded me, yea, they ſurrounded me; 
But in the name of the Loxp I cut them off. 
12 They ſurrounded me like bees; 

But were ſoon extinct like a blaze of thorns : 

For in the name of the Loxp I cut them an 
13 They puſhed fore at me, that 1 n 


But the Loxy helped me 


14 The Loxp is my ſtrength and my — ; 
And he is become my ſalvation. | 
15 In the tents of the righteous is 
The voice of ſhouting and triumph, proclaiming, 
16 © The right hand of the Lozp hath done mighty things; 
« The right hand of the Lox is exalted ; e 
The right hand of the Loxp hath done mighty things." % 


17 J ſhall not die but live, 


That I may relate the works of the Loxy. 
18 The Loxp chaſtiſed me forely ; 


= did not deliver me up to death. 
Open for me the gates of righteo 


uſneſs, _ 


” The I may enter into them, and celebrate the Logp. 
20 This is the gate of the Logp z 


Let the ri 


hteous enter uito it. 


21 I will celebrate thee, O God, becauſe thou didſt anſwer ms. 


And becameſt my ſalvation. 


22 The ſtone which the builders rejected 
Is become the chief corner-ſtone. 


23 This is the Loxp's doing; 


It is marvellous in our e 


24 This is the day which the Logp hath made . 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 


PER. 11.) This period, as the 
Bp. obſerves, is probably an erro- 
neous repetition of the foregoing. 

PER.13, They puſhed) The Ara- 
bic read the ſecond verb of this 
period in the third perſon plural, 
which ſeems to be right. 

PER. 19.) Here David, who is 
generally allowed to be the author 
of this pſalm, addreſſes himſelf to 


the inhabitants of Sion, calling 
upon them, to open for him their 
gates. The next period contains 
their anſwer, Then David in his 
way to the tabernacle ſpeaks Per, 
21, 22, 23, 24 and 25. e prieſts 
Henke the 26 and 27. eddrefing the 
mer part of Per. 26. to David, 
the latter to the people. Then Da- 
vid concludes the plalm. | 


25 Save 
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25 Save us now, I beſeech thee, O Lokp; 
l beſeech thee, O LoRD, give us now ſuͤcceſs. 
26 Bleſſed be he who cometh in the name of the Lokd. 
We pronounce a bleſſing upon youfrom the houſe of the Lokp. 
27 The LoRD is God; and he hath ſhone graciouſly upon us: 
Bind the ſacrifice with cords; | 
Bring it to the horns of the altar. | 
28 Thou art my God, and I will celebrate thee 
Thou art my God, and I will exalt thee. 
29 Celebrate the LoRD, becauſe he is good, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 


Fo PSALM CXIX. 


The pſalmiſt deſcribeth the excellence of God's law, and the happineſs 
| of thoſe who keep it. He teſtifieth that his intention and defer ts, 
to apply himſelf entirely to it; and beggeth of God with great 

zeal, that he would give him grace to underſtand it, and obſerve 
it continually. | | 
PART I. 
T APPT are they who are upright in the way, 
H And walk in he law of — off 
2 Happy are they who keep his teſtimonies, 
And ſeek him with their whole heart! 
For they commit no iniqui 
: Who wall in his ws age F 
4 Thou, O God, haſt given us thy precepts, 
1 y Precep 
That we ſhould diligently obſerve them. 
5 Oh, that my ways were directed by thee, 
That I might keep thy ſtatutes ! 
6 Then mould I not be aſhamed, while I attended 
To all thy commands. | 
7 I will celebrate thee with an upright heart, 
While I am learning thy righteous laws. 
8 I purpoſe to keep thy ſtatutes, 
Oh, forſake me not entirely. 


PART I.) This pſalm conſiſts theſe parts contain eight periods, 


of as many parts as there are let- every period beginning with tlie 
ters in the Hebrew alphabet, each ſame letter, with which the firſt of 
part beginning with a different the eight begins. | 

letter in its order, And each of = 


PART 
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PART II. 


q How ſhall a youn man make clean 


His way? By obſerving thy word. 
10 I ſeek thee with my whole heart; | 
Let.me not go aſtray from thy commands. 
11 I treafure up thy word in my heart, 
That I may not ſin againſt thee, 
12 Bleſſed art thou, O LoRD ; 
Teach me thy ſtatutes. 
13 With my lips I declare 
All the laws of thy mouth. 
14 I take more delight in the wa 
Of thy teſtimonies, than in al my riches, 
15 I meditate on thy commands, ; IP 
And regard thy ways. | 
16 I will delight myſelf in thy ſtatutes, 
And will not forget thy words. 


> 


PART III. 
17 Be gracious unto thy ſeryant, that I may live, 
And obſerve thy word. 
18 Unvail thou mine eyes, that I may look 
Into the wonderful things of thy law. 
19 Iam a ſtranger in the land, hide not 
Thy commands from me. | 
20 My ſoul is worn out with longing 
Continually for thy laws, 
21 Thou rebukeſt the proud ; ty who go aſtray | 
From thy —— are curſed. — 
22 Remove from me reproach and contempt z 
For I keep thy teſtimonies. | 
23 Though princes ſhould continually ſpeak againſt me ; 
Yet would thy ſervant meditate on thy ſtatutes : 
24 Thy teſtimonies alſo ſhould be my delight, 
And thy ſtatutes my counſellors. 


- 


Per. 9. Thy word) The LXX tre requires. Bp. H. 
read no prefix to this word, and Pr. 24. Thy flatutes) The Bp. 
found the laſt word of the 16 Per. ſupplies from the LXX huktua, 
in the plural, both which the me- which thetranſcribers had dropped. 


PART 
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: PART IV. . 
25 My ſoul cleaveth to the duſt; 
Revive me, O God, according to thy word. . - 

26 When I declare to thee my ways, thou anſwereſt me: 4 
Oh, teach me thy ſtatutes. 

27 Make me to underſtand the-way of thy commands, 4 
Then will I ſpeak of thy wonderful works. | 

28 My ſoul melteth away through ſorrow ; D | 4 
Raiſe thou me up according to thy word. 

29 Remove from me the way of lying, 4 
And graciouſly grant me thy law. 

30 I chule the way of truth, 
And ſet thy laws before me. 

31 I adhere to thy teſtimonies ; | : 4 
Let me not be put to ſhame, O Lok. 1 

32 I will run the way of thy commands, | 
When thou ſhalt have enlarged my heart. 5 


PART V. 


33 Teach me, O Lox, the way of thy ſtatutes, 
And I will keep it always. . 
34 Give me underſtanding, that I may keep thy law, 
And obſerve it with my whole heart. 
35 Conduct me in the path of thy commands, 
For I take delight therein. 
36 Incline my heart to thy teſtimonies, 
And let me not be addicted to covetouſneſs. 
37 Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity, | 5 
And let me live in thy way. 
38 Make good thy word to thy ſervant, 
Which will promote the fear of thee. 
| 29 Turn away from me the reproach which I dread 15 
| For thy laws are excellent. ; | 
40 Behold, I long after thy precepts ; 
| Oh, let me live in thy righteouſneſs. 


| PART VI. 8 
| 41 Let thy kindneſs, O Loxp, come unto me, | | 
| 


Even thy ſalvation according to thy word: 
42 Then may I anſwer him who reproacheth me, re 
That I rely on thy promile. | 
43 Take 


| , 


Take 
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43 Take not the word of thy truth out of my mouth; 
For I depend upon thy judgments, | 
44 Then I will diligently keep thy law 
Continually, even for ever and ever. 
45 I ſhall walk about at liberty, 
Becauſe I ſeek thy precepts. 
46 J will ſpeak of thy teſtimonies 


Before kings, and will not be aſhamed. i 


191 


47 1 will delight myſelf in thy commands, 


Which I love exceedingly. 


8 I will lift up my hands in admiration of thy precepts, 
. And — on thy ſtatutes. he 3 
. PART VII. 
49 Remember thy word unto thy ſervant, 
Upon which thou haſt made me to depend, 
50 This is my comfort in my affliction, | 
That thy word reviveth me. | 
51 The proud deride me exceedingly ; 
Yet 1 ſwerve _ from thy law. 
2 I call to mind thy judgments 
s Of old, O Dae — comfort myſelf. 
53 Horror ſeizeth upon me, 
On account of the wicked who forſake thy law. 
54 Thy ſtatutes are the ſubjef? of my pſalms, 
In the houſe where I ſojourn. 
55 I call to mind thy name, O Lox, in the night; 
And I keep thy law. 
56 This is my comfort, 
That I keep thy precepts. 


PART VIIL 


57 Thou, O Lox, art my portion; 
f I promiſe, 1 will keep thy word. 


PER. 44. Diligently) The Bp. ajzr ahabti to be redundant. The 
reſtores yad meod from the former Bp. obſerves that theſe two words 
period where it is redundant in are faultily repeated from the pe+ 
ſenſe and verſe, to this where it is riod above. 
neceſſary to both. PER. 56. Comfort) The Bp. 

PER. 47. Exceedingly) The LXX fupplies negamab, which ſenſe and 
read meod, which the Bp. reſtores. verſe require. See Per. 50. 

PER. 48.) The verſe ſhews 


38 1 
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58 I entreat thy favour with my whole heart; 
Be gracious unto me according to thy promiſe. 
59 I conſider my ways, and turn - 
My feet unto thy teſtimonies. 
60 I make haſte without delay 
To keep thy commands. | 
61 Companies of wicked men make a 
But 1 do not forget thy la. 
62 At midnight I riſe to celebrate 
Thee, becauſe of thy righteous laws. 
63 I am a companion of all thoſe who fear thee, 
And obſerve thy precepts. © | 
64 The earth, O Los, is full of thy loving-kindneſs ; 
Teach me thy ſtatutes. 


5 | PART IX. | - 
65 Thou haſt dealt bountifully with thy ſervant, 
O LoRD, according to thy word. = 
66 Teach me goodneſs and diſcretion and knowledge, 
Becauſe I believe thy commands. | 
67 Before I was afflicted, I went aſtray 
But now I keep thy word. | 
68 Thou, O LoRD, art good, and doeſt good; 
Teach me thy ſtatutes. 5 
69 The proud have deviſed a lie againſt me; 
But J keep thy precepts with my whole heart. 
70 Their heart is groſs like fat; 
But my delight is in thy law. 
71 It is well for me that I have been afflicted, 
That I might learn thy ſtatutes. 
72 The law of thy mouth is dearer to me, 
Than thouſands of gold and ſilver. 


PART X. 


73 Thy hands did make and faſhion me; 
Give me underſtanding that I may learn thy commands, 
74 They who fear thee will be glad when they tee me, 
Becauſe I depend upon thy word. | 


prey of me; 


PER. 66. And diſcretim) The retain jah in Per. 68. which the 
verſe requires the copulative; and metre requires. Bp. H. 
the LXX retain it. They likewiſe | 


75 |. 
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5 I confeſs, O LoRD, that thy judgments are righteous, 
And that thou haſt afflicted me out of faithfulneſs. - 
76 Let now thy loving-kindneſs be my comfort, 
According to thy word unto thy ſervant. 
77 Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may live; 
For thy law is my delight. 
78 Let the proud be aſhamed, for they wrong me without cauſe ; 
But I meditate on thy precepts. _ 
79 Let thoſe who fear thee, and know 
Thy teſtimonies, turn unto me. 
80 Let my heart be perfect in thy ſtatutes, 
That I may not be aſnamed. 
1 = ow 
81 My ſoul fainteth for thy ſalvation ; 
But I depend upon thy word. £4 
82 Mine eyes fail with looking og promiſe, 
Saying, oh, when wilt thou comfort me? | 
83 Though I am, become like a leathern bottle in the ſmoke 
Zet ] do not forget thy ſtatutes. 2 
84 How many ſhall the days of thy ſervant be? 
When wilt thou execute judgment on my perſecutors? 
85 The proud have digged pits for me, 
Which is not according to thy law. 
86 All thy commands are righteouſneſs and truth; 
They perſecute me without cauſe; oh, be thou my help. 
87 They have almoſt deſtroyed me in the land; 
Nevertheleſs, I forſake not thy precepts. 
88 Preſerve me alive according to'thyloving-kindneſs, 
And I will obſerve the teſtimonies of thy mouth. 


PART XIL 

8g Thy word, O Lok, is for ever, 

It is firmly fixed like the heavens. 
90 Thy faithfulneſs endureth throughout all generations; 
Thou haſt eſtabliſhed the earth, and it abideth. _ 
91 They continue to this day according to 
| Thy ordinances for all things are thy ſervants. 
92 Unleſs thy law had been my delight, 

I ſhould long ſince have periſhed in my affliction. 


PER. 86. Righteouſneſs and) The probably been dropped. See Per. 
Bp. obſerves that zede# ve have * 5 and 138. and Pſ. xix. g. 


93 I will 


* us — * 5 wa. — 


108 Accept, I pray thee, O LoRD, the 
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3 I will never forget thy precepts 

For with them thou haſt revived me. 
4 I am thine ; oh, fave me, 
* Havana [ ſeek thy precepts. 

95 The wicked wait for me to deſtroy me; 
But I will attend to thy teſtimonies. | 

96 I have ſeen bounds and an end to every thing; 
But thy command is exceeding broad. 


PART XIII. 
97 How do I love thy law! 
It is my ſtudy all day long. 
98 Thy command maketh me wiſer 


Than mine enemies; for it is ever my ws. Carl 


99 I am become wiſer than all my teachers, 
Becauſe thy teſtimonies are my ſtudy. 


100 I have more underſtanding than the aged, 


Becauſe I keep thy precepts. 


101 I withhold my feet from every evil ne” 


That I may obſerve thy word. 


102 I depart not from thy laws, 


Becauſe thou teacheſt me. 


103 How ſweet are thy words 

To my taſte | yea, ſweeter than honey. to my mouth. 

104 From thy precepts I get I 
Therefo 


re I hate every falſe path. 
PART XIV. 


105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 


And a light unto my 


106 J have ſworn that I YN keep thy righteous | 


Laws, and I will perform it. 


107 I am very much afflicted, O LoRp; 


Do thou revive me according to t 


And teach me thy laws. 


109 My life is — in danger; 


Yet I do not forget thy law. 


110 The wicked have laid a ſnare for me; 


Yet I ſtray not from thy precepts. 


PER. 96.) The true order of the Jah vekex raiti, the vau — to 
words ſeems to have been /zco/ tic- ex having been dropped. 


h 
. ne of my 
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111 Thy teſtimonies are mine inheritance for ever, 
Becauſe they are the Joy of my heart. 
112 I incline my heart to perform thy ſtatutes, 
For ever and ever. | 
PART XV. 
113 I hate tranſgreſſors; 
But I love thy law. 
114 Thou art my hiding- place and my ſhield ; 
I will depend upon thy word. 
115 Depart me, ye evil-doers, 
That I may keep the commands of my God. 
116 _ me according to thy word, © I may live 5 
et me not be aſhamed of my expectation. 
117 Hold thou me up, that I may be ſafe, 
Then will I always d thy ſtatutes. 
118 Thou treadeſt =. thoſe hs ſtray from thy ſtatutes ; 
For their falſhood to thee deceiveth * 62% 
119 Thou reputeſt all the wicked of the earth as OO ; 
Therefore I love thy teſtimonies. * 4 | 
120 My fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, | : 
And I am afraid of thy Judgments. 


PART XVI. 
121 I practiſe judgment and — "YAY. 


Leave me not to mine oppreſſors. 
122 Be ſurety to thy ras | or bis good; 
Let not the proud be 
123 Mine eyes M Hes kin fp for thy eden 
And for th 7 promiſe. | 
124 Deal with thy ſervant according to thy loving- kindnefs, 
And teach me thy ſtatutes. | 
125 Iam thy ſervant; give me underſtanding, 
That I may know thy teſtimonies, 
my 126 It is time for thee, O Lorp, to execute Judgments. ; 
ith, For they have made void thy law : 


Pts. 113. Tranſereſſrs) Thus PER. 119. Thou reputeft) The 
the LXX render the original word, Bp. points the word Bi uta with 
unleſs they read Sorerim: and it Aquila, Symmachus, and the 
muſt be acknowledged that this LXX. 
18 ſenſe of the word is ſuitable to the PER. 126. Judgment) The Bp. 
| place. F ſupplies m1Jpat. See Per. 84. 


Thy | N2 127 Therefore 


| 
| 


PP *˙—x— LI > 
* 


— 
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127 Therefore I love thy commands 


More than gold, yea, than fine gold: a 
128 Therefore I eſteem all thy precepts to be right, | 


And abhor every falſe path. 


PART XVII. 
129 Thy teſtimonies are wonderful; 
Therefore my ſoul keepeth them. 
130 When thy words enter, they enlighten | 
Mine eyes, giving underſtanding to the ſimple. 
131 I open my mouth and pant; | 
For I long for thy precepts. _ X 
132 Look towards me and be gracious unto me, 
As thou uſeſt to do unto thoſe who love thy name. 
133 Direct my ſteps in thy word, B 2 
And let no iniquity have dominion over me. - 
134 Deliver me from the oppreſſion of men, | 
Then I will keep thy precepts. 
135 Make thy face to ſhine upon thy ſervant, 


And teach me thy ſtatutes. | | 
136 Mine eyes pour down rivers of water, ws 
Becaule they keep not thy la. . 
PART XVIII. 


137 Righteous art thou, O Lox p, 
And juſt are thy judgments. bye 
138 The teſtimonies thou haſt commanded, 
Are . righteous and true. 
139 My zeal conſumeth me, 
Becauſe mine adverſaries forget thy words. 
140 Thy word is exceeding pure, 
And thy ſervant loveth it. 
141 Though J am ſmall and deſpiſed, 
Vet I do not forget thy precepts. 
142 Thy righteouſneſs is righteouſneſs for ever, 
And thy law is the truth. 


PER. 128. Thy precepts) The — The Bp. ſupplies yenai, mine 
LXX read piltkudea; that is, the eyes. See Pal. xix. 8. p 


pronoun affix inſtead of the ſe- PER. 137. Ju?) It appears by 
cond col. the LXX aud che metre, that the 


Pex. 130. When thy words enter, plural termination of the adjective 
they enlighten) Heb. The opening or has been dropped. 


revelation of thy words enlighteneth, 


143 Diſtreſs 


os } 
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r43 Diſtreſs and anguiſh haye ſeized upon me ; 


Yet thy commands are my delight. 
144 Thy teſtimonies are righteouſneſs for ever; 
Cauſe me to underſtand them, that I may live. 


PART XIX. 
145 I call with my whole heart; anſwer me, 
O LoRD, and I will keep thy ſtatutes, 


146 I call upon thee , oh, ſaye me, 


And I will obſerve thy teſtimonies  _. 
147 I prevent the dawn of the day with crying unto'thee ; 
For I depend upon thy word. r 
148 Mine eyes prevent the morning-watch, . 
I may meditate on thy word. | 
149 Hear my voice, OLogp, according to thy loving-kindneſs; 
Revive me, as thou art uſed to do. 
150 They draw near who follow miſchief, 
And depart from thy la. 
151 Thou, O Lok p, art near, | 
And all thy commands are truth. 
152 have long ſince known, that thou | 
Halſt faded thy teſtimonies for ever. 


PART XX. 


% 


153 Look upon my affliction, and deliver me, 


Becauſe I forget not thy law. 
I 54 Plead thou my cauſe, and deliver me; 
Revive me according to thy word, 
155 Salvation is far from the wicked, 
Becauſe they ſeek not thy ſtatutes. 
156 Many are thy tender mercies, O LoRD z 
Revive me as thou art uſed to do. 
157 My 1 and my adverſaries are many; 
Yet I ſwerve not from thy teſtimonies. 
158 When I ſee faithleſs men 1 am grieved, 
Becauſe they keep not thy word. 
159 Obſerve, how I love thy precepts ; 
Revive me, O Lox, according to thy loving-kindnels. 


160 The whole of thy word is truth, 


And all thy laws are righteouſneſs for ever. 


PER. 152. Thy teſtimonies) The dundant. | : 
metre ſhews that the prepoſition PER. 160. The whole) rof ſigni- 
prefixed to the original word is * fies the ſum total or every part, and 


198 THE BOOK OF PSALMS: 


PART XXI. 


161 Princes perſecute me without cauſe z _. 
But my heart ſtandeth in awe of thy word. 
162 I rejoice as much in thy word, 
As one that findeth great ſpoil. 
163 I hate and abhor falſhood, 
But I love thy law. ] 
164 I praiſe thee ſeven times in a day | | | 
For all thy righteous laws. | 
165 Great peace have they who love thy law; 
And nothing ſhall cauſe them to fall. 
166 I wait, O Lok p, for thy falvation, 
And perform thy commands. 
167 My ſoul keepeth thy teſtimonies, | 
And I love them exceedingly. - 
168 I obſerve thy precepts and teſtimonies, | 
— all my ways are before thee. 


PART XXII. 


160 Let my cry, O Lok p, approach th reſence 3 
: Give 5 Wee —— thy word 
170 Let my ſupplication come before th 
Deliver me according to thy — Ih 
171 My lips ſhall freely utter a pſalm of praiſe, 
Becauſe thou teacheſt me thy ſtatutes. - 15 
172 My tongue ſhall ſing of thy word, 
Becauſe all thy commands are righteouſneſs. 
173 Let thy hand help me; 
For I chuſe thy precepts. 
174 I long for thy ſalvation, O Logp, 
And thy law is my delight. 
175 Let my ſoul live, that it may praiſe thee ; 
And let thy judgments help me. 
176 I wander about like a ſheep that is loſt ; oh, ſeek thy ſervant, 
For I do not forget thy commands. 


; 


iS n to all in the next line. but one, which the LXX read in 
— The pronoun which is affixed the plural. Comp. Per. 1 


to the laſt word of this period, PER. 164. Al!) The by. ſup- 
ought to be affixed to the laſt word plies col. mw 


PSALM 


it, 
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PSALM OXX. 
The pſalmiſt beggeth of God to defend him from the deceits and ca- 


lumnies of the wicked, and complaineth that he is forced to dwell 


among them. 


I I my diſtreſs I called 


Upon the LokD, and he anſwered me. 


2 Deliver me, O LoRD, 


From the lying lip, and from the deceitful tongue. 
3 What ſhall be thy-recompence, thou lying lip? 
And what thy reward, thou deceitful tongue ? 
4 The ſharp arrows of the mighty warrior, 
With the fierce-burning coals of Juniper. 
Woe is me, that I am forced to ſojourn in Meſech, 
And take up my abode among the tents of Kedar ! 


6 I have long abode 


Among thoſe who hate peace. 


7 When I ſpeak of peace 
They are for war. 


PSALM CXXI. 
The pſalmiſt imploreth Jehovah's aſſiſtance, who is ever watchful 
over his people, and never faileth io belp thoſe who rely upon him. 


I I Lift up mine eyes unto the mountains, 
From whence cometh my help. 


PER. 3. Thou lying lip) From the 
mention of the lying lip in the fore- 
going period, from the ſtructure 
of this period and the metre, it 
appears that /epat ſeter have been 
dropped here. 

PER. 4. The ſharp arrows, &c.) 
All the reward thou ſhalt meet 
with ſhall be a fwift vengeance 
from the Almighty. This is me- 
taphorically repreſented by ſharp 


arrows and burning coals of Ju- 
niper, the wood of which tree is 


ſuppoſed to burn more intenſly 
than any other. 


Per. 5. In Meſech) The metre 


ſhews that the prepoſition beth has 
been dropped before meet, the o- 
miſſion of which occafioned the 
ancient interpreters and the great 
Bochart to miſtake the meani 
of it. — The metre ſhews likewifs 
that the vau prefixed to ci in Per.7. 
is redundant. 

Pk R. 1. Unto the mountains) To 
the mountains of Sion and Mo- 
riah, whereupon Jeruſalem was 
built, where the tabernacle was 
placed, and from whence Jehovah 
aſſiſted his people when they were 
in diſtteſs. | 


N 4 WE 2 My 


P08 %, Dl PSALM CxXII. 
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2 My help is from the LoRD, 
Who made heaven and earth. 
3 He will not ſuffer thy foot to ſlip; 
He that watcheth over thee will not ſlumber, 
4 Behold, he that watcheth over Iſrael 
Shall neither ſlumber nor ſleep. 
5 The LoRp watcheth over thee ; 
The LoRD is thy ſhade upon thy right hand: 
6 The ſun ſhall not hurt thee by day, 
Nor the moon by night. 
7 The Loo ſhall preſerve thee from all evil, 
The Lox ſhall preſerve thy lite. 
8 He ſhall watch over thy going out and thy coming in, 
From this time forth, even for ever. 


— 


A Pſalm of David, 

In which he expreſſeth his zeal for the bouſe of God, and bis love for 
the city of Jeruſalem; praying for the proſperity of it, and w 
to promote it's welfare. 

1 Am delighted with thoſe who ſay unto me, 5 
Let us go up together to the houſe of the LoRD . 

2 And let our feet ſtand 
In thy gates, O Jeruſalem. 

3 Jeruſalem is built 
As a city which is cloſely united. 

4 Thither go up the tribes, even the tribes 
Of the Lok p, according to his command to Iſrael, 
To celebrate the name of the LoRp. 

5 There alſo ſtand the tribunals 
Of judgment, the tribunals of the houſe of David, 

6 Pray ye for the peace of Jeruſalem; 
May they proſper that love thee ! 

7--Peace be within thy walls, 
Aud ſecurity within thy fortifications |! 

8 For the ſake of my brethren and my friends, 
I will ſay, Proſperity attend thee ! 

9 For the ſake of the houſe of the Loxp our God, 
I will from henceforth ſeek thy good. 


PR R. 9. From oma The ing period to this. He has likewiſe 
Bp. has by the direction of the ſupplied the co ——— vau before 
metre reſtored na from the forego- che fert word of the ſecond period, 


PSALM 


uns 


"7 
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The Iſraelites being oppreſſed and perſecuted by their enemies, the 


pſalmiſt imploreth the divine aſſiſtance. 


I 1 222 thee do I lift up mine eyes, 
O thou who dwelleſt 15 the 3 h 

2 Behold, as the eyes of men- ſervants look unto the hands 

Of their maſters, and as the eyes of a maid- ſervant 

Unto the hands of her miſtreſs; ſo do our eyes 

Look unto the LoRD our God, | 

Until he ſhall have compaſſion upon us. 
3 Have compaſſion upon us,O Lok p, have compaſſion upon us; 
For we are filled above meaſure with contempt. 2 
4 Our ſoul is filled above meaſure 

With the deriſion of the inſolent, 

And the contempt of the proud. 


PSALM CXXIV. 
A Pſalm of David, 


In which be acknowledgeth that God had delivered the Iſraelites from 


their enemies; and that without his protection they would have 
been utterly deſtroyed. | | 


1 T F the LorD had not been on our ſide, 
May Iſrael now ſay; 
2 If the LoR PD had not been on our ſide, 
When men roſe up againſt us; 


3 They would have {ſwallowed us up alive, 


When their wrath was inflamed againſt us. 
4 The waters would then have overwhelmed us, 
And the flood have gone over us : 
Yea, the proud waters | 
Would then have gone over us, 
6 Bleſſed be the Loxp, who hath not given us up, 
For a prey unto their teeth. 
7 We are eſcaped like a bird | 
Out of the ag of the fowler; the ſnare is broken, 
An d we are delivered. | 
$ Our help is in the name of the LorD, 
Who made heaven and earth, 


PSALM 
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PSALM CXXV. 
The pſalmift 1 the ſecurity of thoſe Iſraelites, bo, amidf the 


oppreſſion of the enemy, rely on the Lord; and declareth that if 
they are afflified, it is but for a time: whereas thoſe who farſake 


him to follow idols, periſh at laſt in a miſerable manner. 


HOSE who rely on the Lok p are like mount Sion, 
Which cannot be removed, B̊ut continueth fixed e ever. 
2 As the mountains are round about Jeruſalem, 
So is the LoRD round about his people, 
From henceforth, even for ever. 
3 For the rod of the wicked ſhall not always reſt 
Upon the lot of the righteous ; 
Leſt the righteous be tempted to put forth 
Their hands unto iniquity. — 
Do good, O Lok p, to thoſe who are good, 
And to thoſe who are upright in their hearts. 
5 But as for thoſe who turn aſide to their own crooked ways, 
The LoRD ſhall lead them forth with the practiſers of idolatry, 


Peace be upon Iſrael! 


PSALM CXXVI. 
A ſong of thankſgiving, in which the Jews rejoice at the wonderful 


deliverance God had granted them, in bringing them out of the © 


Babyloniſh captivity , and pray him to finiſh their reſtoration. 


2 the LoRD brought back the captive ſons of 1 
We were like unto men in a dream. 
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
And our tongue with joy. 
3 Then ſaid the nations, 
The LoxrD hath done great things for them. 
4 The Lok p hath indeed done great things for us, 
For which we rejoice. 
5 Bring back, O LoRD, the reſt of our captive Won 
Like refreſhing ſtreams into the droughty ſouth. 


PER. 5. Peace be upon Iſrael) The occurs at the end of Pſal. cxxviii. 
metre ſhews that theſe words do Bp. H. 
not properly belong to the pfalm, PER. 3. The nations) F. Hou- 
but have been added by ſome bigant reads haggoim, which is the 
-other hand. The fame addition nominative to the verb. x 
I et 
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© © 


r, 


li. 


he 
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6 Let thoſe who have ſown in tears, 


Reap with 


5 15 
Let him wh went along weeping, 


Bearing only a caſt of ſeed, 
8 Come back again with joy, 


Bringing his ſheaves with bim. 


PSALM cxxviI. 
1 5 A Pſalm of Solomon, 
Mberein be declareth that all the care taken for the proſperity of fa- 
milies and cities, without God's bleſſing and protection, is in vain; 
and that children and the advantages arifing from them are 


his gift. 


I STKE the LorD ſhould build up the family, 
It's builders would but labour in vain : 
Unleſs the LoRD ſhould watch over the city, 


It's watchmen would but w 


in vain. 


2 It is in vain for you to riſe up early 10 labour, 


To go late to reſt, and 


To eat the bread of carefulneſs, 
Unleſs the LORD Bleſs your endeavours : 
Whereas he giveth to his beloved even while they ſleep. 


; Behold, children 


are an heritage from the LORD; 


The fruit of the womb is his reward. 
4 The children of young parents, 
Are like arrows in the hand of a mighty man, 


PER. 1. The family) So the ori- 
ginal word ſignifies. Comp. Per. 3 
and 4. Deut. xxv. 9. 

Ibid. It's watchmen would wake ) 
The true reading is Jakedu herab, 
anſwering to yamelu bonav. See the 
Syr. and Æthiop. verſions. 

PER. 2. Unleſs the LORD fhould 
bleſs your endeavours) The original 
ſeems to be defective. To compleat 
the ſenſe I have ſupplied theſe 
Mo wa Comp, this Per. with the 
Ibid. FYhereas) The LXX read 
ci. Here is certainly no room for 
the comparative particle. 


PER. 4. The children of young pa- 


rents) Theſe are generally more 

healthy and ſtrong than the chil-- 

dren of aged parents. Thus Ja- 

cob ſpeaks of Reuben, the child of 

his youth, Gen. xlix. 3. | 

Reuben, thou art my fixfl-born, 

My MIGHT and the PRIME of 
my STRENGTH, 

The eminence of dignity and the emi- 

nente of power ; | 

But unſtable as water, thou ſhalt not 

have the pre-eminence, 


Becauſe thou wenteſt up to thy Fathers 
"_ 


Then didft thou defile the couch, towhich 
thou wenteſt up. 


5 Happy 


* : k Ys Y” * r 8 2 
+ * * . N = 1 
3 * N * / 
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Happy is the man who | | 
" Hat his quiver full of them : | hls 4 
They ſhall not be put ta ſhame, when they treat ; 
With their enemies in the city-gate. / | 
| 6 


| PSALM CXXVIII. | EN 
On the happineſs of thoſe who fear God, and the temporal bleſſings be | 7 
beſtows upon them, in proſpering their labours, in giving them 
children, and in prolonging their lives. 8 
I APPT is every one who feareth the Loxp, 
| And walketh in his ways: 


2 For thou ſhalt eat the labour of thy hands; 
Thou ſhalt be happy, and ſucceſsful. 


3 Thy wife ſhall be like the fruitful vine | Th 
Upon the walls of thy houſe , 3 0 
Thy children like o ive- plants 1 
Round about thy table. | 

4 Lo! Thus ſhall the man be bleſſed, _ 
Who feareth the LORD. 2 


5 The Loxp ſhall bleſs thee from out of Sion, 
And thou ſhalt ſee the proſperity of Jeruſalem =. 
All the days of thy life : | 3 
Yea, thou ſhalt ſee thy children's children. 
Peace be upon Iſrael! . 4 


T he pſalmiſt deſcribeth the great diſtreſſes which had been brought 
upon the Jews by their enemies; aſcribeth their deliverance from 


them to God; and prayeth that the deſigns of thoſe who hate them 
may for the future be blaſted. 


I HEY have greatly diftreſſed me from my youth, 
May Iſrael now fay : 7 
2 They have greatly diſtreſſed me from my youth; 
But they have not prevailed againſt me. 
2 The plowers have plowed upon my back ; | 
They have made long furrows : S g 


5 


Pſ.cxxvii. PER. 5. When theytreat, the eity- gate; or the rights and li- 
&c.) That is, whenever they defend berty of the city againſt a publick 
the rights and property of thefamily enemy who is bs to force the FI. 
againſt a private enemy in the city-gate, l 
courts of juſtice, which are held in | 


4 But 
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4 But the Loxp, who is righteous, 
* Hath cut the plow-cords of the wicked aſunder. 
May all thoſe who hate Sion 
Be put to ſname and to flight. 
6 May they be like the graſs <p — wax 3 tops, 
Which withereth before it 1 
7 With which the mower filleth not his nd 
Nor the ſheave-binder his arm: 
8 Neither do they who paſs b = 0 
The bleſſing of the LorD be upon you 
We bleſs you in the name of the Lok p. 


PSALM CXXX. 
The * imploreth the mercy of God, and the pardon of bis fins | 
and expreſſeth his confidence in the divine goodneſs. 
UT of deep waters I call upon thee, O Jehovah: 
Hear my cry, O Lord, and let 
Thine ears attend to the voice of my ſupplications. 
2 If thou, O Lord Jehovah, ſnouldſt mark down our ingen, 
Who could ſtand before thee ? But forgiveneſs 
Is with thee, therefore thou ſhalt be feared. 
3 I wait for the Lorp, 1 _ waiteth for him, 
And I depend on his 
4 My ſoul waiteth for the Low more ardently, - 
Than thoſe who watch Fas the 2 8 the — 9 
Depend, O Iſrael, upon the LoR Dp: 
For with the Lox is loving-kindneſs, 
gbt And with him is plenteous — - 
rom 6 And he ſhall 2 bis people 
bem | [Iſrael from all their iniquities. 


PSALM CXXXI. 
A Pſalm of David, 
In which he proteſteth, that he had not entertained proud thoughts, 
nor affected high things for himſelf, but had always ſtudied ta live 
in humility and ſubmiſſion to divine Providence. 


J heart, O Lok p, is not * 
Nor my looks lofty. 


8 


pf. exxx. PER. I. Out of deep waters) this period are a faulty repttition 
the Troubles and calamities are figura- of the two preceding. The text 
| _— 3 by deep waters. ſeems to have ſtood thus, 

4. My bd. waiteth, &c.) tivvetah napji laadonai 

The — laſt Hebrew words of mi}jomerim Labboker. | 
But 2 Ido 


Prey 
* 
* 
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2 I do not employ myſelf in things which are too great, I 
Neri n mnt tos igh for me. | | 
3 But I . and quiet myſclt, | Hot I. 
Like a child which is weaned by it's mother. | 
4 Depend, O Ifrael, upon the Logpd, | I. 


From henceforth, even for ever. 
PSALM" III 
The pſalmiſt pleadeth with God, and urgeth David's ſolicitude for his | ©: 
glory, and God's oath in conſequence of it, as arguments with him 
that he ſhould hear his prayer, and bleſs David's poſterity. 
Emember to David, OLox p, | 1 
All his folicitude for thy glory; how he ſwore | 
Untothe Lok D,andvowedto the mighty God of Jacob, ſaying, 


2 I will not enter into my houſe, 1 
Nor go up to my bed; | > ve | ; 
3 I will not ſuffer mine eyes to ſleep, + 265-20 2 


Nor mine eye-lids to ſlumber ; 
4 Until I find out a place for the LoRD, | 
An habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. 3 
5 Behold, we heard of the place at Ephrata; 88 | 
We found it in the territory of Jear. 
6 Let us go unto his tabernacle, ; 
And proſtrate ourſelves before his footſtool, ſaying, 


Ariſe, O LoRD, to fake poſſeſſion of thy reſting-place, - hc 

f Thou and ho ark of Rh ng , Gil | . 
$ Let thy prieſts be with righteouſneſs, 7 
And thy Gint ſing aloud for joy. | 8 

9 For the ſake of David thy ſervant, | 
Reject not the prayer of thine anointed. m 

10 The Lokp ſwore in faithfulneſs to David, of 
(And he will not depart from it) ſaying, I will ſet St 
Upon thy throne one deſcended from thy body. 5 — 

11 If thy ſons will keep my covenant, 1 ry 
And the teſtimonies which I ſhall teach them, * 
Their ſons allo ſhall fit "Y T 
Upon thy throne for ever. 7M ar 

12 For the LoRPD hath choſen Sion; 92 fre 
He hath deſired it for his habitation. of 


Pf. cxxxi. PER. 3.) The Bp. ob- words of this period are a faulty | dc 
ſerves that the three laſt Hebrew repetition of three others in Lo ve 
+ 2+ BY Sy 


SS 


5 


alt 
it. 
This, 


16 There will I make the 


FI 
oy 
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13 This, ſaith be, ſhall be my reſting- place for ever; 
Here will I take up my abode; tor I have deſired it. 
14 I will aſſuredly bleſs her proviſions, + iP 
And ſatisfy her poor with bread. 
15 I will cloath her prieſts with falyation, | 
And her ſaints ſhall ing aloud for Joy | 
orn of David to grow; 
I will keep a lamp burning for mine anointed, 
17 His enemies I will cloath with ſhamez 
But upon himſelf ſhall his crown flouriſh, 


PSALM CXXXII. 
A Pfalm of David, 
Mpberein he repreſenteth the happineſs of thoſe who live in peace and 


unity, and the bleſſings which God beftows upon them. 


i NEhold, how excellent and delightful it it. J 
For brethren to dwell together in unity 


] : 


2 It is like the precious ointment on the head, which ran down 


VU pon the beard, even 


To the Hills of Sion. For there 
The LoRD beſtoweth þjs bleſſing, 


Even life for evermore. 


PER. 16. The horn, &c.) The 
horn and lamp ſignify the regal 
dignity of David. No ſooner ſhall 
one of his ſucceſſors fail, but ano- 
ther ſhall be raiſed up to ſucceed 
him. 

PER. 3. To the hills of Sion) Her- 
mon is a mountain on the north 
of Judea, which was alſo called 
Sion, Deut. iv. 48. The hills of 
Sion here mentioned were proba- 
bly ſituated on the lower parts of 
this mountain, from whence the 
dew flowed down upon them. 
The verb and prepoſition which 
are uſed of the dew's flowing down 
from Hermon upon the hills 
of Sion are the ſame with thoſe 
which are uſed of the oils flowing 
down upon the collar of Aaron's 
veſtments, which ſhews the deſcent 


upon Aaron's beard, 
And flowed down to the collar of his veſtments. 
3 Or like the dew of Hermon, which flowed down 


W_ 


to be from a higher place to a 
lower. It is true the Hebrew word 
Sion is ſpelled differently here from 
what it is in Deut. iv. 48; but this 
is probably owing to the i ce 
of the tranſcriber. See Grotius, 
Le Clerc, and Bp. H. 

Ibid. There) Where? Why, 
upon the dwelling of thoſe who 
live together in unity: This is the 

rincipal ſubject of the pſalm. Dr. 

wth is of opinion that There muſt 
neceſſarily be referred to Sion, and 
that there is nothing elſe to which 
it can poſſibly be referred. But 
this learned man did not obſerve 
that Sion is only mentioned inci- 
dentally, and that it could not mean 
Sion in Jeruſalem, becauſe that is 
always called he hill of Sion, not 
the hills of Sion in the plural. 
| PSALM. 
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25 PSALM CXXXIV. 

In which the miniſters of the temple are invited to praiſe the Lord. 
1 Ttend and bleſs the LoR D; - 
All ye his ſervants who ſtand _ 

Every night in the houſe of the Logp. 
2 Lift up your hands in his ſanctuary, 
And bleſs the name of the Logp.. 
3 May the LoRp who made heaven 
And earth bleſs thee from out of Sion ! 


' PSALM CXXXV, 
5 Praiſe ye Jehovah, | 
The pſalmiſt calleth upon the Iſraelites to praiſe Fehovah for bis 
goodneſs in raifing them to be his peculiar people, for his works of 
Providence, and for the miracles he wrought for their forefathers. 
' He then celebrates him for his compaſſion to his people, and de- 
ſcribeth the vanity of idols and the folly of idolatry. | 


1 RAISE the name of the LoRD; . 
Praiſe it, O ye his ſervants, | 
2 Who ſtand in the houſe of the LoRD, 
In the courts of the houſe of our God. 
3 Praiſe ye the Log, becauſe he is good; 
Sing praiſe unto his-name, becauſe it is delightful, 
4 For the LokDp hath choſen Jacob for himſelf, 
And Iſrael for his peculiar treaſure. 
5 For I know that the LoRDp is great, 
And that our Lord is above all gods. 
6 The Loxp doeth whatſoever he pleaſeth 
In the heavens and on the earth, 
In the ſea and in all deep waters. 
7 It is he who maketh the vapours to aſcend from the ſurface of 
Who maketh the lightnings to attend the rain, [the earth, 
And bringeth forth the wind out of his treaſuries: 
8 Who ſmote the firſt-born of Egypt, 
Both of man and beaſt: 
9 Who ſent ſigns and wonders 
Into the midſt of thee, O Egypt, 
Upon Pharaoh and all his ſervants : 


Pf, exxxiv. PER. 2. The name) The Bp. ſupplies Jem. 


10 Who 


Who 
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10 Who ſmote great nations, 
And flew mighty kings; 
11 Sihon king of the Amorites, 
And Og the king of Baſhan, 
And all the kingdoms of Canaan; s 


12. And gave their land for an inheritance, 
An inheritance to Iſrael his people. 


13 + Thy name, O Lox, is for ever, 


And thy memorial throughout all generations. 


14 For the Loxp will do juſtice to his people, 


And have compaſſion on his ſervants. 
15 The idols of the nations are but ſilver 
And gold, the work of men's hands. 
16 They have mouths, but ſpeak not; 
And eyes, . but ſee not. | 
17 They have ears, but hear not; , 
And noſes, but breathe not. f 
18 Such as theſe are, ſuch are thoſe who make them; 
And ſuch is every one who relieth upon them. 
19 Bleſs the Logp, ye houſe of Iſrael; 
Bleſs the Lonxp, ye houſe of Aaron. 
20 Bleſs the Loo, ye honſe of Levi; 
Ye who fear the Loxp, bleſs the Logp. 
21 Bleſſed be the Lorp in Sion, 
Who dwelleth at Jeruſalem. 


Praiſe ye Jehovah. 


PSA LM CXXXVI. 

The pſalmiſt calleth upon the Tſraelites to celebrate the goodneſs and 
loving-kindneſs of Jehovah manifeſted iu the works of creation, and 
in the miracles he had wrought for them, when their fathers came 
out of Egypt, and entered into the land of Canaan. 5 


I RAISE the Lox, becauſe he is good, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 

2 Praiſe the God of gods, _ 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 

3 Praiſe the Lord of lords, Lai 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever 

4 Praiſe him who only doeth great wonders, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 

5 Praiſe him*who by wiſdom made the heavens, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 


6 Praiſe 
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6 Praiſe him who ſpread out the earth over the waters, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 
7 Praiſe him who made the great lights, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever; 
8 The ſun to rule the day, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever; 
9 The moon and the ftars 
Io rule the night, | 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 
10 Praiſe him who ſmote Egypt in their firſt-born, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever; 
11 And brought out Iſrael from among them, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever; 
12 With a mighty hand and ſtretched- out arm, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. : 
13 Praiſe him who divided the red ſea into #20 parts, - 
| Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever; 
14 And made Iſrael to paſs through the midſt of it, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever; 
15 But overthrew Pharaoh and his hoſt in the red ſea, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. | 
16 Praiſe him who led his people through the wilderneſs, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 
17 Praiſe him who ſmote great kings, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever 
18 And flew mighty kings, 
Becaule his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever; 
19 Sihon king of the Amorites, | 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever 
20 And Og the king of Baſhan, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever; 
21 And gave their land for an inheritance, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth tor ever; 
22 For an inheritance to Iſrael his ſervant, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 
23 He remembered us when we were brought low, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever 
24 And reſcued us Hom our adverſaries, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth fore ver. 
25 He giveth food to all fleſh, | 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 
26 Praiſe the God of heaven, 
Becauſe his loving-kindneſs endureth for ever. 
| | PSALM 


LM 


I | Will celebrate thee, O Loxp, with my whole heart; 
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PSALM CXXXVII. 
The Jews at Babylon expreſs their affliftion for their captivity and 
their zeal for Jeruſalem; and refleftt with ſeverity on the Edo- 


mites who rejoiced to ſee it deſtroyed, and on the Babylonians wha 
 deſeroyed it. | 


I B* the rivers of Babylon 
We ſat down and wept 
When we remembred Sion; 
2 And we hung up out harps 
On the willows, which are in the midſt of it. 
3 When they who led us captive asked of us 
A ſong, and they who laid us waſte called for mirth, ſaying, 
Sing us one of the ſongs of Sion; we anſwered, 
4 How can we ſing Jehovah's ſong 
In a foreign land ? If I forget thee, | 
O Jeruſalem, let my right hand forget 17s Sill in playing. 
5 Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, 
If I do not remember thee ; | 
6 If I do not prefer Jeruſalem 
Above my greateſt joy. | | 
Remember, O LoRD, to the ſons of Edom 
The day of Jeruſalem, 
Who ſaid, Raſe it, raſe it, 
Even to the foundation thereof. 
8 O daughter of Babylon who art to be deſtroyed, 
Happy ſhall he be who ſhall do to thee 
What thou haſt done to us. 
9 Happy the man, who ſhall take thy little ones, 
And daſh them againſt the rock. 


PSALM CXXXVIII. 
A Pſalm of David, 


Who, inſpired with a holy zeal, declareth that he will praiſe God 
publickly for all his kindneſs towards him, which, when known, 
would invite all other kings to praiſe him too. He then teſtifieth 
his entire confidence in God's protection. 


Before the gods I will ſing praiſe unto thee, 
O 2 | 2 I will 


ü — — — IS 


— ͤ•omm DT — — 
es 
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2 I will proſtrate myſelf in thy holy 


Temple, and celebrate thy name 
For thy loving kindneſs and thy truth; 5 
Becauſe thou haſt magnified thy name above every name. 
3 When I called pon thee, thou anſweredſt me; 
And enduedſt my ſoul with great ſtrength. 
4 All the kings of the earth ſhall celebrate thee, O Lox, 
When they ſhall have heard the words of thy mouth. | 
5 They ſhall ſing of the ways of the Lox, ; 
That great is the glory of the Logp. | 3 
6 For though the Loxp be high, yet he looketh upon the lowly; 
Though he be exalted, — + owneth him from afar. 
7 Though I ſhould come into the midſt of diſtreſs, thou wouldſt 
revive me; 
Thou wouldft ſtretch forth thy hand. againſt 
And thy right hand would ſave me. 
8 The Lord will be a ſhield around me: 
Thy loving-kindneſs, O Lox, endureth for ever; 
Forſake not the work of thine hands. 


- PSALM CXXXIX. 
A Pſalm of David, | 5-4 

In which he ſolemnly acknowledgeth that God is preſent every where ; 
and that all, even the moſt ſecret things, are perfefly known to 
him, He praiſeth the infinite wiſdom of God, manifeſted in the 
formation of his body; and being ſenſibly affefted with his won- 
derful works, he profeſſeth that the contemplation of them will al- 
ways excite him to bleſs and fear him. He then declareth that his 
confidence in the divine goodneſs and power would ſupport him a-- 
gainſt all the aſſaults of his enemies, that he will never fear, nor 

have any familiarity with them. 


I HOU ſearcheſt me out, O Loxp, and knoweſt me; 
Thou knoweſt, when I fit down, and when I rite up; 
Thou underſtandeſt my thoughts from afar. 


PER. 2. Name) The Bp. ſupplies 


the fury of 


[ mine enemies,- 


Jem after col, from Phil. ii. 9. and 
looks upon the laſt Hebrew word 
of the period as a faulty repetition 
of a preceding word. In the firſt 
period the Bp. ſupplies ahh from 
the LXX. 


PER. 6. Theugh he be exalted, &c.) 


The true order of the words ſeems 


to have been, vegaboh, vejeday mim- 
mera. The two parts of the pe- 
riod will then be equivalent. 


PER. 8. A ſhield around) It appears 


probable from the prepoſition which 


follows, that magen is the true read- 
ng ove. Comp. Pal. ili. 3. 
ER. I. From afar) From hea- 
ven, his dwelling place. 
2 Thou 
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2 Thou ſurroundeſt my path and my bed; 
And art 1 with all my ways. 


3 Before my 


peech is upon my ton 


E, 
Behold, O Loxp, thou knoweſt * whole of it. 1 


4 Thy knowledge 


is too wonderful for me; 


It is high, I cannot comprehend it. 
5 Thou hemmeſt me in, behind and before; 
And layeſt thine hand upon me. 
6 Whither can 1 5 from thy Spirit ? 
fly 


Whither can I 


from thy prefence ? 


7 Should I go up to heaven, Thou art there ; 
Or ſhould I go down to hell, behold, Thou art there. 
8 Should I take my flight to the eaſt , 
Or ſettle in the remoteſt part of the weſt : 
Even there would thy hand lead me, 
And thy right hand keep faſt hold of me. 
10 Or ſhould I ſay, Doubtleſs, the darkneſs will hide me, 
And the night ſpread it's blackneſs around me: 


PxR. 4 and 5.) I have changed 
the e Wes two periods. 


And if the Reader will obſerve, 
how naturally the 4th period cloſes 
what the pſalmiſt had been ſpeak- 
ing of, namely, the omniſcience of 
God ; and how properly the 5th 
= begins what he is going to 
ſay of his omnipotence and omni- 
preſence; and at the ſame time 
will take notice of the ſtrict con- 
nection there is between the 5th 
and four following periods, he 
may poſſibly think that the two 
periods ſtood originally as I have 
placed them, 

PER. G. Whither can I go — Or 
whither can I fy—) This period, 
conſiſting of two Queries, I ſhall 
make upon them the two follow- 
ing remarks That the firſt Query, 
I hither can I go, is carried on in 
the 7th period, Should I go up to 
heaven, or go diwn to bell. — And 
that the ſecond Query, 1/hither can 
J Ay, is carried on in the g8th, 
Should I fly to the eaſt, or ſettle in the 
we/?, From the firſt of theſe re- 


marks I infer, that a jad has been 
interpolated into the ſecond verb 
of the 7th ee as F. Houbigant 
acutely obſerves, and that it ſhould 
be rendered, Should go, agreeably 
to all the ancient verſions. From 
the ſecond IT infer, that = canpim 
in the 8th period, is 40 take oing or 


flight. 


PER. 8.) If the Reader will com- 
pare this period with the forego- 
ing, with the LXX. and Job xxxix. 
26. he may poſſibly be induced to 
think that the original ſtood thus, 

im eſſa — lejahar, 
de ſcenah beabarit jam. 
PER. 10. Vill hide me) What is 
more common than to uſe the ſame 
verb in advancing an aſſertion, 
which is uſed in retracting it ? 
Hence I conclude that the Hebrew 
verb here, was originally the fame 
with the firſt verb of the next pe- 
riod. Is it not better to receive the 
right reading, than to retain the 
wrong and force a ſenſe upon it, 
which is the caſe here ? 
Ibid. Blackneſs) Heb, Light. But 


O 3 the 
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31 Even darkneſs would not hide me from thee, 
And the night would ſhine bright as the day : 
Darkneſs and light are both alike to thee. 

12 For thou haſt faſhioned my reins, 

Thou haſt covered me in my mother's womb. 

13 Twill praiſe thee, O God, for I am awfully 
Made : wonderful are thy works, as 
And this my ſoul knoweth right well. 

14 My ſubſtance was not concealed from thee, 


While I was formed in the ſecret place, 
Aud curiouſly wrought in the lower parts of the earth. 
15 Thine eyes did ſee my ſhapeleſs mals, 
And in thy books were all my members regiſtred 
On the days they were formed, and not one of them was 


omitted. 


16 How precious unto me, O God, are the thoughts of the! 


How numerous are the ſubjects of them 


the Chaldee paraphraſt had a dif- 
ferent word in his copy, which he 
renders by dar# or black. And that 
this is the ſenſe which the place 
requires will appear from compar- 
ing this pretended ſubterfuge, 
Should I ſay, The night will ſpread its 
blackneſs around me, with the anſwer 
to it, Even the night would (in God's 
fight) Hine as bright as the day. ien 
was probably the word read by the 
_ Chaldee paraphraſt; firſt, becauſe 
this word is to be found with lila 
In Prov. vii. 9. and xx. 20. and ſe- 
condly, becauſe the remains. of it 
are to be found in the word or, 
and the word following. The aleph 
is the ſame in both, the j2d has 
been lengthened into a vay, the 
bin has been changed into 70, 
the ſecond van has been dropped, 
and the nun has got into the next 
word, which ſhould be read, not 
bayadeni, but bapadi, as it is elſe- 
where. 


PER. 12. For, &c.) This period 


contains the reaſon why darkneſs 
could not ſcreen him from the 
Lord, becauſe he who faſhioned 


the heart and reins, would in every 
place be able to ſearch them. 

PER.13. O God) yal ci no where 
occur together as a Hebrew parti- 
cle; pal therefore can have no 
place here. Inſtead of yal F. Hou- 
bigant reads e, O Ged. — In the 
next place, for nipliti, which has 
not the ſenſe of forming required in 
this place, the learned Father, 
agreeably to the Arab. and Syr. 
verſions, reads nipyaltt, which . 
this ſenſe. | 

PER. 15. Vas omitted) That is, 
to be regiſtred. The verb in the 
original has been dropped. What 
it was I can no ways conjecture; 
but have ſupplied omitted, which 
the ſenſe requires, and which was 
ſupplied by Dr. Hammond before 
me. 

PER, 16. Hy precious unto me, 
O God, are the thoughts of thee) That 
is, how delightful and improving 
are ſuch meditations as theſe con- 
cerning thy perfections and thy 
wonderful formation of me ! If the 
Reader will compare this period 
with the next, and likewiſe 3 

ow 
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17 Should I count them, they would be more than the ſand ; 
Whenever I awake, I am conftan 
18 Doubtleſs, O God, thou wilt ſlay t 


: 


thinking of thee. 
wicked, 


Let thoſe dloody cog depart from me, 


19 Who mention t 


e only for miſchief, 


And think of thee only for deceit. 

20 Should I not hate them, O Loxp, who hate thee ? 

And ſhould I not abhor them, who riſe up againſt thee ? 
21 I do hate them with a perfect hatred, | 
And look upon them as mine enemies. 
22 Search me, O God, and diſcover my heart; 

Sift me, and diſcover my thoughts. 
23 Look well, if there be any way of provocation in me; 
And lead me in the way everlaſting, 


how plainly the latter part of the 
19th period is oppoſed to this, he 
may poſſibly think that I have 
given the right ſenſe of it, It is 
true, David in Pſal. xl. 5: ſpeaks of 
God's thoughts, confeſſing that 
they are innumerable: but this is no 
— why he ſhould not be ſpeak- 
ing here of his own, Beſides, the 
word- rendered Thoughts in that 
place is different, and it is expreſly 
added there, towards us, ram in 
this connection muſt fignify the 
heads upon which his thoughts di- 
lated, or the ſubjects of them. 
PER. 17. Whenever 1 awake, I 
amVonflantly thinking of thee) Heb. 
T awake, and ſtill am with thee, that 
is, in thought and meditation, 
PER. 18. Let thoſe bloody men) 
Heb. Men of blood, that is, men 
whoſe blood is due to juſtice for 
their crimes : for ſo this phraſe is 
ſometimes underſtood, The cha- 
racter given of them in the next 
period, denominates them v 
men rather than murtherers, They 


O 4 


are repreſented as availing them- 
ſelves of God's name and religion, 


to carry on their miſchievous de- 


ſigns more ſucceſsfully, — I have 
changed the ſecond perſon into the 
third, as the Chaldee paraphraſt 
and Syriac tranſlator have done 
before me : though I am inclined 
to think, the verſe originally ſtood 

thus, anſi damim jaſuru menni. t 
PER. 19. And think of thee) If 
for we read I, a word 
which has been uſed twice before 
in this pſalm, (Per, 1 and 16.) the 
two parts of the period will exactly 

correſpond ; aer, which begins it, 
will be the nominative caſe to both 
the verbs, and we ſhall have no 
occaſion to ſupply after the ſecond 
verb an accuſative, as all interpre- 
ters have been obliged to do — As 


naſa canpim in the 8th period ſigni- 


fies, to take wing, or to fly, fo in 
this, naſa reyim ſignifies, to take 
thought, or to think ; and with the 
addition of the pronoun, 10 think 
of thee, as I have rendered it, 


PSALM 


* 


216 THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 


 . 


PSALM CXL. 


7 A Pſalm of David, y 
Who entreateth God to defend him from the wiles and malice of 
thoſe who ſought his ruin; prayeth him to blaſt their mo de- 
guns; and aſſureth himſel if of his protectiun. 


1 Eliver me, O Loxp, from the injurious man; 
Preſerve me from the violent man, 1 
2 Who deviſe miſchief in their hearts, 
And wage war againſs me all day long. 2 
3 They ſharpen their tongue like he tongue of a ſerpent ; * 
I) be poiſon of aſps is under their lips. | 3 
4 Keep me, O Log, from the hands of the wicked ers, 
Preſerve me from the violent man, 4 


Who are contriving how to ſupplant me. 
5 The proud, O God, lay a ſnare for me, 
And ſpread abroad their cords. 
6 They place a net cloſe by my paths, 6 
And toils to take me. 
T have faid to the Loxp, Thou art my God; 
Give ear, O Lox, to the voice of my — 


8 OT ord Jehovah, the ſtrength of my ſalvation, | 0 
Thou haſt covered my head in the day of battle. 
9 Grant not, O Lozp, the deſires | | 


Of the wicked man, nor let his device ſucceed. 
10 Let not thoſe who beſet me lift up their heads; 
Let the miſchief of their own lips overwhelm them. 
11 Let burning coals be caſt upon them; 
Throw them into pits, that they may riſe no more. 
12 Let not the ſlanderer be eſtabliſhed in the land, 
Let calamity purſue the violent man to his ruin, 
13 l know affuredly that the Loxp will affert 
The cauſe of the oppreſſed, and the right of the needy. 
14 Then, doubtleſs, the righteous ſhall celebrate thy name, 
And the upright ſhall dwell i in thy preſence. 


lat” 


ts 1 a— a SS wool. 


PER. 1. From the vident man) of the laſt period to the beginning 
Thus Saul is characterized, Pſal. of this, and ſupplies the negative. 
XVIit. 47. reading the verſe thus, al jarimu rof 

PER. 10. Let not thoſe, &c.) The mesibbai, which makes excellent 
Bp. reſtorts the verb from > end ſenſe. | 
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ON A Palm of David, 80 W a 
Who, being driven out of Fudea by Saul, beggeth of God grace that 
he may not ſin againſt bim with bis tongue, nor be drawn into any 


finful compliances by living amo 


neſt idolaters. He confideth in 


God's help, and prayeth that he would deliver him from thoſe wha 


ſought his ruin. 


I 12 upon thee, O Lon, haſte thee unto me; 
Give ear unto my voice nqw I call upon thee. 
2 Let my prayer be accepted, like the incenſe before thee, 


And the lifting up of my hands, like 


the evening ablation. 


3 Set a watch, O Logp, upon my mouth, 
And a guard at the door of my lips. ' 
4 Let not my heart incline to impiety, 


To commit acts of wickedneſs 


With men who practiſe idolatry; 
Neither let me partake of their dainties. 
5 Let the righteous man out of kindneſs correct me, 
And reprove me ; but let not the fragrant oil 
Of the wicked anoint my head : for my prayer 
Shall ever be againſt their wicked practices. 
6 Their princes on the ſides of the rock were diſmiſſed in ſafety, 


And heard my words 
7 Whereas our bones 


that they were ſweet : 
have been ſcattered at the command of 


1 As when one breaketh up, and ploweth the ground. Saul, 


PR R. 4. Impiety) debar ray here 
ſignifies the ſame as debar beliyal, 
Pfal. ci, 3.— The learned Mr. Pe- 
ters thinks that David compoſed 
this pſalm juſt before his flight to 
Achiſh king of Gath, when he had 
2 ſecond time ſpared Saul's life, 


but could truſt him no longer; 


which is very probable. 

Ibid. Their dainties) He begs of 
God that he would not ſuffer him 
to be allured by the delicacies of 
their idol-feaſts to join with the 
Philiſtines in idol-worſhip. The 
luxury, riot, and immoralities of 
the pagan feſtivals were a great 
temptation to idolatry. 

PE R. 5. Let not the oil of the 
wicked anoint) The Bp. reads with 


the LXX rajay, wicked, which is 
oppoſed to righteous, and janip, a- 
noint, which is ſuitable to oil. The 
eaſtern people, at their entertain- 
ments, uſed to anoint the heads of 
tkeir gueſts. 

PER. 6. Their princes) David had 
Saul in his power in the cave of 
Engedi ; but was ſo far from a- 
venging himſelf of him or of the 
princes who attended him on the 
ſides of the rock or cave, that he let 
them go off in ſafety, only expoſe 
tulating with Saul the unreaſona- 
bleneſs of perſecuting him in the 
ſweeteſt words, See 1 Sam. xxiv. 8. 
—18. 

PER, 7. At the command of Saul). 
Saul on the other hand had or- 


dered” 
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8 But mine eyes are upon thee, O Jehovah, my Lo 
I make thee my refuge ; leave not my life 2 
9 Preſerve me from the trap they have laid for me, 
And from the ſnares of thoſe who practiſe idolatry, - 
10 Let the wicked fall into their own nets * 
Together; but let me ever eſcape them. 


3 PS ALM CXLII. 
. Lhe art ler A Prayer of David, | 
27 S - When he was in the cave; Mu 
Where, being ſurrounded by Saul's army, he beggeth of God to aſſit 
bim in that imminent da ger, and voweth in return to praiſe him 
for ſo great a mercy, | . 


1 1 Cry unto the Loxp with my voice; 
1 Unto the Lord do I make my ſupplication. 
2 I pour out my complaint before him; 
I declare to him my diſtreis. 
3 Whenever my ſpirit fainteth, 
Thou takeſt notice of my path. 
The proud have laid a ſnare for me 
In the way wherein I ſhould walk. 
5 Look on my right hand and fee: 
No man owneth me; no way is left 
For my eſcape ; no one careth for my life. 
6 I cry unto thee, O Loxp; 
1 fay, Thou art my refuge, 
And my portion in the land of the living. 
7 Attend to my cry, 
For I am brought very low; 
Deliver me from my purſuers, 
For they are too ſtrong for me. 
8 Bring me out of this confinement, 
That I may celebrate thy name. 
9 When thou ſhalt have been gracious unto me, 
The righteous will come about hee for my ſake. 


dered the prieſts of the Lord, the xxii.18.—Mr. Peters by a different 
friends of David, to be butchered punctuation of one word in this 
in the moſt cruel manner, eighty- period has made good ſenſe of it. 
five of them being hewed in pieces PER. 4. The proud) The Bp. 
by Doeg before Saul's face. 1 Sam. ſupplies geim from Pal. exl. 5. 


. PS ALM 
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PSAL'M CXLIII. | 
A-Pſalm of David, 
Who bumbleth himſelf before God, and beggeth of him to regard his 
deplorable ſituation, to bear his prayer, to guide him by bis ſpirit, 
and to deliver bim from the perſecution of his implacable enemies. 


I EAR my prayer, O Loxp; 
H Give ear to my — 
2 Anſwer me for thy faithfulneſs 
And thy righteouſneſs' ſake; and enter 
Not into judgment with thy ſervant, 
For in thy ſight can no man living be juſtified. 
3 For the enemy purſueth me; he frniteth down 
My life to the ground ; he forceth me to dwell 
In dark caves, like thoſe who have been long dead. 
4 My ſpirit fainteth within me; 
My heart within me is deſolate. 
5 41 call to mind the days of old; 
I meditate on all thy glorious deeds ; 
I mule on the work of thy hands. 
6 I ſpread forth my hands unto thee ; 
My ſoul hirfteth after thee like a parched land. 
7 Hear me ſpeedily, O Loy, 
For my ſpirit fainteth ; 
Hide not thy face from me, 
Leſt I become like thoſe who go down into the pit. 
8 Let me hear very early 
Of thy loving-kindneſs, for I rely upon thee ; 
Shew me the way wherein I ſhould walk, 
For unto thee do I lift up my foul. 
Deliver me from mine enemies, 
O Lord, I flee unto thee for protection. 
10 Teach me to do thy will, 


For thou art my God; let thy good ſpirit 
Conduct me in a plan path. 
11 For thy name's ſake, O Loxv, preſerve my life; 
For thy righteouſneſs? ſake bring my ſoul out of diſtreſs, 
12 For thy loving-kindneſs' ſake cut off mine enemies, 


And deſtroy all thoſe who are mine adverſaries ; 
For I am thy ſervant. 


PER.10. Path) The Bp. reads beoras, Comp. Pſ. xxvil. 11, 
PSALM 
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PSALM CXLIV, 
A Pſalm of David, 1 
Mberein he bleſſeth Jebovab for the deliverances he had already 
granted bim, and prayeth for further aſſiſtance againſt his foreign 
enemies. He then deſcribeth the happineſs of that people which 
hath Jehovah for their God, | 


I BE be the Logp my rock, 
Who teacheth my hands to war, 


And my fingers to fight. N 
2 He is my benefactor and my ſtrong hold, 
My fortreſs and my deliverer ; 


My ſhield under which I take refuge, | 
And my God who reduceth nations to my obedience, . 
3 What is man, O Lox, that thou ſhouldſt take notice of him ? 
What the ſon of man, that thou ſhouldſt make account of him? 
4 Man is like a breath that ſoon vaniſheth, 
His days paſs away like the evening-ſhadow. 
5 Bow thy heavens, O Lox, and come down; 
Touch the mountains that they may ſmake. 
6 Flaſh forth thy lightning, and ſcatter them; 
Shoot out thine arrows, and diſcomfit them. 
7 Reach forth thine hand from above, 
And draw me out of the great waters : 
8 Reſcue and deliver me | 
From the hand of ſtrangers ; 
Whoſe mouth uttereth falſhood, 
And whoſe right hand is a right hand of deceit. 
I will ſing a new ſong to thee, O God, 
I will ſing praiſe to thee upon a ten-ſtringed pſaltery : 
10 For it is the LORD who giveth victory 
Unto kings, and reſcueth David 
His ſervant from the deſtroying ſword. 
11 Oh, reſcue and deliver me 
From the hand of ſtrangers, 


PE R. 2. My 3 Heb. 


follows the LXX in reading ya- 
My favour. But fee Bp. H. — At 


bert. 


the end of the period, yammim 
ſeems to be the true reading, the 
final mem having been dropped by 
the tranſcribers. 

PER. 4. Paſs away) The Bp. 


PER. 5. Draw me) In the He- 
brew, the verb has been dropped, 
(See Pſal. xviii. 15.) and the line 
tranſpoſed, Comp. Per. 11. 


Whoſe 
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W hoſe mouth uttereth falſhood, 
And whoſe right hand is a right hand of deceit. 

12 Our ſons are like plants 
Grown tall in their youth; 
And our daughters like corner-pillars 
Poliſhed for the ornament of a palace. 

13 Our ſtore-houſes are full, 
Affording proviſions of all kinds. 

14 Our flocks bring forth thouſands, 

Yea, ten thouſands in our fields; 

And our oxen are ſtrong to labour. 

15 There is no hoſtile invaſion, nor going into captivity ; 
Nor a complaint 70 be heard in our 8. 

16 Happy are the people who are in ſuch circutnſtances ! 
Happy are the people who have the Loxp for their God! 


PSALM CXLV. 


| David's Pſalm of Praiſe, 

In which he adoreth the majeſty and greatneſs of Fehovah, and cele- 
brates him for his wonderful works, more eſpecially for his goodneſs 
towards all men, and his love towards thoſe who fear and call 
upon bim. . 


I | bytes extol thee, O my God and king, 
And bleſs thy name for ever and ever. 
2 Every day will I bleſs thee, 
And praile thy name for ever and ever. 
3 Great is the Loxd, and highly to be praiſed ; 
And his greatneſs is unſearchable. 
Generation after generation ſhall celebrate thy works, 
And they ſhall declare thy mighty acts. 
5 They ſhall ſpeak of the glorious magnificence of thy majeſty, 
And I will relate thy wonderful works, 
6 They ſhall tell of the might of thy terrible acts, 
And ] will publiſh thy greatneſs. 
7 They ſhall largely commemorate thy great goodneſs, 
And ſing aloud of thy righteouſneſs. * 


Pk R. 12.) The Hebrew word and F. Houbigant, follow the LXX 
which begins this period is proba- in reading jedabberu. The perſons 
bly a faulty repetition of the word of the two verbs in the next period 
which begins the foregoing. alternate in the ſame manner, as 

PER. 5. They /ball ſpeak) Bp. H. they do in this, Th 

| | 8 The 


222 THE BOOK: OF PSALMS. 


8 The Loxp is gracious and full of compaſſion ; 
Slow to anger, and abundant in loving-kindneſs. 
The Loxrp is good to all that wait for him, 
And his tender mercies are over all his works. Ti 
10 All thy works ſhall celebrate thee, O Logp, 
And thy faints ſhall bleſs thee. 
11 They ſhall tell of the glory of thy kingdom, 
And ſpeak of thy mighty acts; 
12 Making known to the ſons of men 
Thy mighty acts and the magnificent glory of thy kingdom. 
13 Thy kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, | 
And thy dominion endureth throughout all generations. 
14 The Lox is faithful in his promiſes, 
And holy in all his works. 
15 The Loxp upholdeth all thoſe that are falling, 
And raiſeth up all thoſe that are bowed down. 
16 The eyes of all wait upon thee, 
O Lord; for thou art he who giveſt 
Them their food in it's ſeaſon. 
17 Thou openeſt thine hand, | 
And fatisfieſt the deſire of every living thing. 
18 The Lox is righteous in all his ways, 
And bountiful in all his works. 
19 TheLoxp is near to all thoſe who call upon him, 
To all thoſe who call upon him in ſincerity. 
20 He accompliſheth the deſire of thoſe who fear him 
He heareth their cry, and ſaveth them. 
21 The Loxp preſerveth all thoſe who love him, 
But deſtroyeth all thoſe who are wicked. 
22 My mouth ſhall publiſh the praiſe of the Loxp 
And all fleſh ſhall bleſs his holy 
Name for ever and ever. 


PER. 9. That wait for him) The wanting. A ſignal inſtance of the 
Bp. ſupplies k:-vav from the LXX. inaccuracy of Jewiſh tranſeribers. 
PER. 14.) This is an alphabe- The LXX have preſerved it: 


tical pſalm. Hence it appears that neman jahuoh bedibrav, 
the period beginning with un is vekado}* becol mayſav. 
PSALM 
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PSALM CXEVI. 
; Praiſe ye Jehovah. | 
The prophet declareth be will praiſe Jebovab all the days of bis life ; 
and exhorteth others not to rely on men, but on God alone, who. is 
the governor of the world, and taketh particular care of the 
righteous. ; 


I RAISE the Lonp, O my ſoul: 
1 will praiſe the Loxn, ſo long as I live, 
m. I will ſing praiſe to my God, while I have a being. 
2 Rely not upon princes, 
Nor on the ſons of men, in whom is no deliverance. 
3 When the breath of man goeth forth, he returneth to his duſt ; 
On that day all his deſigns come to nought. 
4 Happy is the man ho hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
And whoſe dependance is on the Lonxp his God: e 
5 Who made the heavens and the earth, 
The ſea and all things that are therein; 
6 Who keepeth his word for ever; 
Who executeth judgment for the oppreſſed, 
And giveth food to the hungry. 
7 The Lon ſetteth at liberty the fettered captive; 
The Loxp openeth the eyes of the blind. 
8 The Lob raiſeth up them that are bowed down; 
The Lord loveth the righteous. 
9 The Loxp preſerveth the ſtranger; 
He raiſeth up the fatherleſs and widow, 
But overturneth the way of the wicked. 
10 The Lox ſhall reign for evermore, 
Even thy God, O Sion, throughout all generations. 


PSALM CXLVII. | 
The pſalmiſt exhorteth the Jeu to praiſe God on account of the works 


the of creation and providence, and more particularly for the favours 
ers. | De had done to their nation. 


1 DRAISE the Losxp, for it is right; ſing praiſe 
To our God, for it is delightful ; 
Praiſe becometh the upright. 
M 2 It is the Loxp who rebuildeth Jeruſalem, 
| And gathereth together the diſperſed of Iſrael : 


PR R. 1. Sing praiſe) The Bp. period he ſupplies P;trim, the up- 
reads zammeru. At the end of the right, from Pl, i. ; 


3 Who 
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3 Who healeth the broken in heart, 


And aſſwageth their grief: 


4 Who counteth the number of the ſtars, 
And calleth them all by name. 


5 Great is our Lord, and mighty in power 


His underſtandin 


1s infinite. 


6 It is the Loxp who raiſeth up the humble, 


But caſteth the wicked down to the 


ound. 1 


7 Sing ye in turns to the Loxp with rejoicing, 
Sing praiſe to our God upon the harp. 

8 It is he who covereth the heaven with clouds, 
And provideth rain for the earth : 


9 Who maketh 


graſs to grow upon the mountains, 


And herbs for the ſervice of man : 
10 Who giveth food to the beaſts of the field, 
And to the young ravens which cry unto him. 
11 He delighteth not in the courage of the horſe, 


Nor is pleaſed with the agility of the warrior. 


12 But the Lox is pleaſed with thoſe who fear him, 
And depend upon him for his loving-kindneſs. 
13 Celebrate the Lox D, O Jeruſalem ; 


Praiſe thy God, O Sion. 


14 For he giveth ſtrength to the bars of thy gates, 
And bleſſeth thy ſons within thee : 

15 It is he who eſtabliſheth peace in thy borders, 
And ſatisfieth thee with the fineſt wheat: 

16 Who ſendeth forth his command upon earth, 
Whole order runneth very ſwiftly : | : 


17 Who giveth ſnow like wool, 
And icattereth the hoar-froſt 


like aſhes : 


18 Who ſendeth forth his ice to bind up the waters ; 
Who can then ſtand before his cold? 

19 He ſendeth forth his word, and melteth them; 
He cauſeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow. 


PER. 7. Mith rejoicing) The Bp. 


reads beteruyah,—At the end of the 


gth Per. he ſupplies from the LXX 
veYeſeb laybodat haadam. Comp. Pl. 
CIV. 14. 

PER. 11. The warrior) The em- 
phatical article prefixed to the He- 
brew word and the connection de- 
termine it to this ſenſe, Comp, 


Pſ. xxxili. 15, 16. 


PER. 18. To bind up) Schultens 
derives the Hebrew word from ca- 


pat, to bind, and conſiders the ice 


as bonds, by which the waters are, 
as it were, fettered. In Per. 19. God 


is ſaid fo melt the waters and to ſet 
them at liberty again, 


20 He 


20 
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20 He hath publiſhed his commands to Jacob, | 


His ſtatutes and laws unto Iſrael : 
21 But hath not done ſo to any other nation, 
Neither are they acquainted with his laws. 


Praiſe ye Jehovah. 


PSALM CXLVIIL 
| Praiſe ye Jehovah. | 
All creatures in heaven and on earth are invited to praiſe the Lord, 
but chiefly mankind and the Fews in particular. | 


1 JDRAISE the Loxp, ye inhabitants of the heavens ; 
Praiſe him, ye who dwell in the regions on high. 
2 Praiſe him, all ye his angels; | 
Praiſe him, all ye his hoſts. 
3 Praiſe him, ye ſun and moon; 
Praiſe him, all ye ſtars of light. 
4 Praiſe him, ye heavens of heavens ; 
And ye waters which are above the heavens, 
5 Let theſe praiſe the name of the Loxp; _ 
For he commanded, and they were created : 
6 He eſtabliſhed them for ever and ever, 
And gave them a law which they ſhall not tranſgreſs, 
7 Praiſe the LoRD, ye creatures of the earth, 
Te ſea-animals and all deeps; 
8 Lightning and hail, ſnow and vapour, 
Storm and tempeſt, which execute his command; 
9 Mountains and all hills, 
Fruit-trees and all cedars; 
10 Wild beaſts and all cattle, 
Creeping things and all winged fowls ; 
11 Kings of the earth and all people, 
Princes and all judges of the world ; 
12 Young men and maidens, 
Old men and children; 
13 Let theſe praiſe the name of the LoRD ; 
For his name only is highly to be exalted. 
14 His majeſty is above the earth and the heavens, 
Yet he hath exalted the horn of his people. 
15 He is the glory of all his ſaints, | 
Of the ſons of Iſrael, a people near unto him. 
Praiſe ye Jehovah. 


PER. 6. They ſball not tranſgreſs) the latter part of Per. 10. he ſup- 
The Bp. reads jayberu as the con- plies col. 
ſtruction and metre require, In 
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PSALM CXLIX. 
Praiſe ye Jehovah. | 
A Pſalm of thankſgiving for the victory which the Fre of Thee had 
obtained over ſeveral kings, by the divine Monet. 
ING to the Loxp a new ſong, 
Sing his praiſe in the congregation of the ſaints, 
2 Let Iſrael rejoice in him that made him, , 
Let the ſons of Sion be joyful in their king. 
3 Let them praiſe his name on the flute, 
Let them ling praiſe to him on the timbre] ang harp. 
4 For the Logp taketh pleafure in his 
He maketh the humble illuſtrious by Bis e 
Let his ſaints triumph in the glory obtained, 
Let them ſing aloud on their beds : 
6 The lofty praiſes of God were in their mouths, . 
And a two-edged ſword in their hands; : 
7 To execute vengeance upon the heathen, 
And to chaſtiſe the nations ; 
8 To bind their kings with chains, 
And their nobles with fetters of iron; 
9 That they may execute upon them the judgment recorded. 
Such is the honour of all his faints. 
Praiſe ye Jehovah. 


PSALM CE. 
| Praiſe ye Jehovah. et 
The p/almiſt exhorteth all men '« praiſe God, —— 80 of Bis glorious 
majeſty and his wonderful works, © 
RAISE God for his holineſs, . 
Praiſe him for the vaſt extent of his power. 
2 Praiſe him for his mighty acts, 
Praiſe him according, to the immenſity of his greatneſs. 
3 Praiſe him with hed und of the trumpet, 
Praiſe him with the pſaltery and harp. 
4 Praiſe him with the timbrel and flute, 
Praiſe him with ſtringed inſtruments and the organ. 
5 Praiſe him with the 20 cymbal, 
Praiſe him with the loud cymbal. 
6 Let every thing that hath breath praiſe the Lonp. 
| Praiſe ye Jehovah. 


Per. 5. On their beds ) Poſſibly &c.) Jehoſaphat marched out to 

the couches on which they ms, meet the enemy with the Levites 

while they partook of the facrifice 2 Chee pſalms before him. See 

offered in thankſgiving for their hron. xx. 21. 

victory, may be meant here. PxR. 9. Recorded) See Deut. vii. 
PER. 6. The lofty praiſes of God, 24. XX. 17. xxxil. 4742,43. 
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A DISSERTATION 
mY ON THE be | 

PROPHECY of NOAH. 

| Geneſis IX. 25, 26, 27. 

And Noah ſaid, 
Curſed be Canaan, 
Servant of Servants ſhall be be unto bis Brethren, 

And be ſaid, | | 


Bleſſed be the LORD God of Shem , 
And Canaan ſhall be his Servant. 


God hall enlarge Japhet, © | 
And he fhall dwell in the Tents of Shem 
And Canaan fhall be his Servant. 


132 Words contain the firſt Prophecy we meet with 
after the Deluge, and foretel nothing leſs than the future 
Fortune of all Mankind. It is a Prophecy of the Patriarch Noah, 
the ſecond Father of the human Race, which he delivered to his 
three Sons, by whoſe Poſterity the whole Earth was to be over- 
ſpread. At what time this Prophecy was delivered by Noah, 
whether immediately after Ham's Deriſion of him, or immediately 
before his own Death, the ſacred Hiſtorian has not informed us 
nor is it poſſible abſolutely to determine it, either from the Words 
foregoing or following, h | 

The Words foregoing contain a Relation of Ham's Deriſion 
of his Father; and ſince the Curſe of Canaan is immediately 
ſubjoined to this Relation with the Copulative And; And Noah 
ſaid, Curſed be Canaan, ſome learned Men argue that this Pro- - 
phecy was delivered by Noah immediately after Ham's Derifion 
of him, which was a conſiderable Time before his Death. But 
this Argument is not concluſive ; for firſt, the Hebrew Copula- 
tive frequently begins a new Subject; which our Tranſlators and 


other learned Men think it does in this place, and which it evi- 


dently does when it begins the Predictions of Jacob and Moſes. 
(Gen. xlix. Deut. xxxin.) And ſecondly, Although the Curſe 
immediately follows the Crime in the Order of the Hiſtorian's 
Narration, yet it might not in the order of Time. Reuben 
defiled his Father's Bed, and _— and Levi treacheroully = 

| 2 2 


- 
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the Sichemites, many Years before their Father's Death ; and 
yet the former was not deprived of the Rights of his Primogeni- 
ture, nor were the latter accurſed for their Treachery and Cruelty, 
until the Time of their Father's Death. | 

The Words which follow this Prophecy, contain an Account 
of Noah's Death ; and from hence we may rather conclude, that 
the Patriarch delivered it juſt before his Death, in the ſame Manner 
as Jacob and Moſes were enlightened before their Deaths to fore- 
tel the different Fortunes of the Tribes of Iſrael. The Time of 
Death, being the uſual Seaſon at which the holy Men after Noah 
were moved by the Spirit of God, to pronounce their prophetick 
Curſes and Bleſſings ; and beg of all Seaſons the moſt proper, 
to make a deep Impreſſion on the Spirits of thoſe who were the 
Objects of them, was in all probability the very Time when Noah 
was moved to deliver this Prophecy concerning his Sons. 

Now if this was the Time of the Prophecy's Delivery, as moſt 
likely it was, the Deſign of the Patriarch muſt have been to foretel 
his Sons, before he left them, what would be the different Fortunes 
of them and their Poſterity in the World; the Names of his Sons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet, being to be taken collectively for them 
and their Deſcendants, in the ſame Manner as the Name of Iſrael 
is frequently taken for him and his Deſcendants. 


The Prophecy conſiſts of three Parts ; to underſtand it there- 
fore more clearly, it will be neceſſary to inquire, firſt, into the 
Meaning; and ſecondly, into the Completion, of each Part of it. 
And firſt, for the Meaning of the former Part, | 

Curſed be Canaan 
A Servant of Servants ſhall he be unto his Brethren. 

This Part of the Prophecy, as the Hebrew Text ſtands at 
preſent, has given Occaſion to forced Interpretations on the part 
of Believers, and to Ridicule on the part of Unbelievers. Be- 
lievers, ſeeing the Curſe to be pronounced by Noah, on his 
Grandſon Canaan, and not on his Son Ham who by his Behaviour 
had incurred it, will have it that the Grandſon muſt have been 
firſt in Fault, and moſt in Fault; and was therefore more de- 
ſerving of the Curſe than the Son; although there is not a Word 
in the ſacred Hiſtory to countenance ſuch a Suppoſition. Unbe- 
lievers on the other hand, ſeeing no Reaſon in Scripture to think 
that the Grandſon was at all in Fault, inſiſt upon it that the Curſe 
pronounced contraditts all our Notions of Order and Juſtice, as a 
noble Author in particular in his Remarks on Hiſtory tells us; A 
* adds, 


/ 
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adds, One is tempted to think that the Patriarch was ſtill drunk; 
and that no Man in bis Senſes could hold ſuch Language, or paſs 
ſuch a Sentence. | | 

Now what are we to do, in order ta vindicate this Scripture 
from ſuch a forced Interpretation on one hand, and from ſuch a 
petulant Inſult on the other? Are we to aſſert the Authenticity 
of the Text in ſuch a Manner, as not to allow a Word or two to 
have been omitted ? Or are we to give up this fairy Honour, and 
allow that the ſacred Writings have ſuffered in tranſcribing through 
the Ignorance and Careleſſneſs of the Copyiſts, in the ſame man- 


ner as all other ancient Writings have ſuffered. If the former, 


there is no Way left, that I can ſee, of vindicating this Scripture. - 
If the latter, the Way is obvious ; we need only call in to our 
Aid the Ancient Verſions and the Hebrew Metre, and the Work 
will be done. 

Firſt then, with regard to the Metre, the Line Curſed be Ca- 
naan, as a learned Prelate in his Diſſertation on this Prophecy 
juſtly obſerves, is evidently too ſhort for a Verſe, and therefore a 
Word or two muſt have been omitted by the Copyiſts. In the 
next place, the Author of the Arabic Verſion inſtead of Curſed 
be Canaan read in the Copy he tranſlated from Curſed be the Fa- 
ther of Canaan, and the Seventy according to ſome Copies read 
Curſed be Ham ; and agreeably hereto, Ham is ſpecified twice be- 
fore (ver. 18 and 22.) in this very Chapter as the father of Ca- 
naan, on purpoſe as it were to prepare us to find him ſpoken of as 
ſuch in this Prophecy. Laſtly, the two Hebrew words, Bam abi, 
which ſignify Ham the Father, exactly fill up the Hebrew Verle. 
Now if this be the Caſe, as it really is, who can doubt but that 
thoſe two Hebrew Words have been owitted, and that inſtead of 
Curſed be Canaan, the Line ought to be read Curſed be Ham the 
Father of Canaan. And if ſo, what Room will be left for the 
malicious Inſult of the Unbeliever, on the one hand; or what ne- 
ceſſity for the forced Interpretation of the Believer, on the other; 
ſince Ham, the Father of Canaan, who committed the Fault, 
will, according to this Reading, receive the Curſe? | 

What gave Occaſion to the Curſe, we are told, was Ham's De- 


riſion of his Father. Noah was the firſt, it ſeems, who planted a 


Vineyard, and made Wine of the Fruit of it; and being unap- 
rized of the Strength of the Wine became intoxicated with it, 
fore he was aware. The Conſequence was, he was ſurprized 
by his younger Son Ham lying uncovered in his Tent ; who in- 
ſtead of concealing his Father's Nakedneſs, went to his Brethren 

without, and — expoſed it. 
* Now 
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Now ſuch Behaviour as this to a Father muſt appear highly cri- 
minal, if we only conſider the Temper of Mind from which it 


proceeded ; and much more ſo, if we conſider the Worthinels of 
the Character which it inſulted. The Temper of Mind from 
which Ham's Deriſion proceeded was unmanly and baſe. It be- 


trayed not only great Inhumanity and Forgetfulneſs of Duty, but 
likewiſe great Levity of Mind and Diſſoluteneſs of Heart. And 
as to the Character it inſulted, it was worthy and venerable in the 
higheſt Degree. Noah was a Prophet, a Preacher of Righteouſ- 
— 4 a juſt Man, perfect in his Generation, and one who walked 
humbly with his God ; one wha has no Blemiſh recorded of him, 
excepting the Diſorder in which he was ſurprized by Ham, which 
probably was more his Misfortune than his Fault. The Son 
therefore, that could inſult ſuch a Character as this, muſt have 


deſerved the ſevereſt Animadverſion. And if the Patriarch had 


of his own Motion pronounced a Curſe on him as ſoon as he awoke, 


it could never with Juſtice have been imputed, either to the 
Fumes of Wine or to the Peeviſhneſs of old Age; but to the 
Concern of the Father to diſcourage Undutifulneſs to Parents; 


which in that Age it was particularly neceſſary to diſcourage 
ſince the Government of a great part of the World, the Line of 
Shem at leaſt, was to be, for a long time after this, Patriarchal. 
And if the Father could not have been blamed for pronouncin 
a Curſe on his Son's Diſobedience of his own Motion, much leſs 
when it was dictated by the Spirit of God, and pronounced at a 
time, probably, when all Reſentment of his Son's ill Uſage had 
long ſubſided, and which, had he been left to himſelf, he might 
poſſibly have overlooked. But, however the Father might have 
overlooked this Act of Diſobedience, it could not be paſſed over 
without Cenſure by the Spirit of God. Noah therefore, when un- 
der the Direction of the Spirit, having called his three Sons toge- 
ther to acquaint them with what ſhould befal them in the latter 
Days, began with the undutiful Ham; and for his Puniſhment, 
as well as for a Terror to others, pronounced upon him a pro- 
5 Curſe, foretelling the Subjection and Slavery of him and 
is Deſcendants, in the Line of Canaan eſpecially, to his Brethren 
and their Deſcendants, Curſed be Ham the Father of Canaan; he 
was not more a Slave to his Folly and Wickedneſs in deridin 
an aged and venerable Father, than he and his Poſterity ſhall be 
ſlaves to his Brethren and their Poſterity : 4 Servant of Servants 
ſhall he be unto his Brethren. 
The Curſe pronounced was Subjection and Slavery. The Perſon 
who incurred it by his Undutifulneſs, was himfelf marked out 


for 
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for it. And if it was to deſcend on his Poſterity, it was not for 
his Wickedneſs, but their own. If for Inſtance the Canaanites, 
who deſcended from Ham, were to be ſubjected and enſlaved to 
the Iſraelites, who deſcended from Shem, they were not to be 
ſubjected to them in conſequence of this Prediction, but of their 
| own abominable Vices and unparalleled Impieties (See Gen. xv, 

16. Exod. xxxiv. 12—18, Lev. xvii, Deut. ix. 3—6.) the Intent 
of this Prophecy being not to intail a Curſe on the Deſcendants 
of Ham, but only to foretel it; and to foretel it only for the Pu- 
niſhment of Ham whoſe Irreverence deſerved it. And a ſevere 
Puniſhment it muſt have been for him to ſee, that his Poſterity 
would prove as impious and wicked as himſelf. If the Father 
had any Bowels for his Children, any Concern for his Poſterity 
(and of theſe the moſt wicked Parent cannot entirely diveſt him- 
ſelf) this Prophecy concerning their Servitude muſt have cut him 
to the Heart. 

Having now ſeen the Meaning of this part of the Prophecy, we 
will next enquire into the Completion of it. é 

That this Prophecy was fulfilled in Ham's Perſon can be little 
doubted, becauſe it was for his Sake that the Curſe was pro- 
nounced: but how it was fulfilled in him the Scripture does not 
inform us. Nor have any Records come down to us, to tell us 
how it was fulfilled in thoſe of his Deſcendants who ſettled in the 
Arabias, or indeed on ſome of the Nations of the Canaanites. 
But where Records have come down, there we find this Pro- 
phecy to have been fulfilled with dreadful Exactneſs and Seve- 
rity. To begin with the ſeven Nations of the Canaanites which 
inhabited Judea : We may obſerve that Ham is characterized 
in this Prophecy as the Father of Canaan, becauſe it was to be 
fulfilled principally, though not ſolely in his Line; which it re- 
markably was. And if eight Centuries paſſed before it was ac- 
compliſhed, during which the Canaanites lived under their own 
Princes and their own Laws, it was becauſe (as I before ob- 
ſerved) the Ctlrſe was not to come upon them for their Proge- 
nitor's Wickedneſs, but for their own. So long therefore as they 
kept themſelves from enormous Sins, ſo long they kept off the 
Curſe: but no ſooner had they in theſe filled up the Meaſure of 
their Iniquities, than it came upon them to the uttermoſt. From 
that moment it was, that the Iſraelites were commiſſioned to 
march up againſt them, the God of Heaven himſelf leading on 
his People to execute the Curſe denounced againſt them by his 
Prophet; in the Execution of which they ſlew thirty of their 

N P 4 Kings 
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Kings and thouſands of their People ; took Poſſeſſion of their 
Country, reduced the Gibeonites to Slavery, and ſhut up the reſt 
of the Inhabitants in their Cities, till at length all of them that 
remained in the Land were totally ſubdued by Solomon, as we 
are informed by the Author of the ſecond Book of Chronicles. 
(viii. 7, 8.) All the People that were left of the Hittites, and the 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Febuſites, 
which were not of Iſrael, thoſe of their Children, who were left after 
| #hem in the Land, whom the Children of Iſrael deſtroyed not; t 
did Solomon make to pay Tribute until this Day. 1 
And as to the Canaanites who dwelt in Tyre, or fled to 
Thebes in Bæotia, or to Carthage, they were ſubdued by the Greeks 
and Romans, the Deſcendants of Japhet; Thebes being ruined 
by Philip, Tyre by Alexander, and Carthage by Scipio. And as 
many as remain of this Race, have not changed their State, but 
their Maſters. N | | 

Such was the Fate of the Canaanites; they were enſlaved both 
to the Deſcendants of Shem and of Japhet, and this without Re- 
medy. Which obliged Hannibal, a Son of Canaan, to cry out 
(as Mr. Mede obſerves) in the Amazement of his Soul, agnoſco 
fortunam Carthaginis : as much as to ſay, I am convinced that 
the Time for the Deſtruction of Carthage is come, and that it is 
not in the power of all the Gods to avert it. 

But though the Prophecy was principally fulfiled in the Line 


of Canaan, yet it was not (as I faid) fulfilled in them ſolely. The 


Continent of Africa was moſtly peopled by the Children of Ham. 


And Egypt in particular is characterized in Scripture as the Land 


of Ham for this very Reaſon. And what has been the Fate of 
Egypt? It is true, the Egyptians as well as the Canaanites were 
a tree and flouriſhing People for many Ages, that is, till in the 
Eye of Heaven their Iniquities were ripe for the Curſe. But in 
what Condition have they been for theſe laſt two thouſand Years ? 
Why, continually enſlaved either to the Deſcendants of Shem or 
of Japhet. They were firſt ſubdued by the Perfians, the De- 
ſcendants of Shem ; afterwards by the Grecians, and then by the 
Romans, both Deſcendants of Japhet ; next they were enſlaved 
by the Saracens, the Deſcendants of Shem ; and after this, firſt 
by the Mamalukes, and laſt by the Turks, both again Deſcend- 
ants of Japhet ; under the laſt of which Powers they groan in 

bondage unto this Day. Tak \ 
As to the reſt of Africa, who does not know, that that Part of 
it which lies upon the Mediterranean has been ſubject to one 
| Power 
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Power or another, ever ſince they were firſt conquered by the 
Romans. And with regard to the other of it, as the learned 
Prelate obſerves, in what Barbarity, Miſery, and Slavery do the 
Inhabitants live? And of the poor Negroes, how many hun- 
dreds are yearly bought up like Beaſts in that Quarter of the 
World, to be ſold again in order to go through the Drudgery 
1 2 | 1 
And now if it appears that this part of the of Noah 
has been punGually fulfilled, not only in the — of Ham 
by his Son Cangzan, but alſo in his Deſcendants by his other 
Sons, what are we to ſay to the following Quære, put to us by 
a late noble Writer in his Remarks on Hiſtory : Who does not ſee 
that the Curſe and Puniſhment in this Caſe, fell on Canaan and his 
Poſterity, excluſive of the reſt of the Poſterity of Ham ? May we 
not inour Turn put a Quzre and aſk, Who does not ſee, that 
this noble Author's Remark on Hiſtory, is founded in his Igno- 
rance of Hiſtory, is ſupported only by Confidence, and ends, as 
moſt of his other Remarks on Scripture-Hiſtory do, in Falſhood ? 


As Noah in the former part of the Prophecy, had foretold 
the Subjection and Slavery of Ham and his Deicendants, for a 
Puniſhment of his Inhumanity and Diſobedience ; ſo in the two 
remaining Parts of it, he foretels the Bleſſing which ſhould de- 
ſcend on Shem and Japhet and their Deſcendants, for a Reward 
of their Humanity and Obedience: who no ſooner heard in 
what Diſorder their Father had been ſurprized by their younger 
Brother, than they took a Garment, went backward and covered 
him. For this Act of Dutifulneſs among others it was, that 
Noah bleſſed them both. The firſt, and as it will hereafter ap- 
pear, the beſt Bleſſing he beſtowed on Shem, the younger of the 
two Brothers; which, had he been left to himſelf, he would pro- 
bably have conferred on Japhet the elder. But as in pronounc- 
ing the Curſe, ſo in conferring the Bleſſing he was under the Di- 
rection oſ the Spirit of God; and was over- ruled, as the Patriarch 
Jacob after him was, to prefer the Younger to the Elder, that 
the Election might conſpicuouſly appear to be of Grace. 

The Manner in which the Bleſſing of Shem is here expreſſed 
is very ſingular : 

| Bleſſed be the LORD God of Shem , (7 

And Canaan ſhall be bis Servant. 
Inftead of ſaying, Bleſſed be Shem of the Loxp his God, which 
is the Form afterwards uſed by Melchizedek in bleſſing 2 
85 0 
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Noah bleſſes the LoD God of Shem, without adding a Reaſon 
why he bleſſes him, unleſs it be this, that Canaan was to be his 
Servant. But if this was the Reaſon, and all the Favour deſigned 
for Shem, Noah would have had more Reaſon for bleſſing the 

God of Japhet : for Japhet likewiſe was to have Canaan for his 
Servant, and a large Portion of the Earth for his Inheritance 
| beſides; nay, and (as the Text of the two Prophecies ſtands at 


preſent) he was moreover to dwell in the Tents of Shem. This 


then could not be Noah's Reaſon for bleſſing the Loxp God of 
Shem. Nor is it probable that Shem's Bleſſing ſhould« be the 
worſt, when he had the Privilege of being bleſſed firſt, and 


when theſe very Oracles were given and recorded for the Benefit © 


of his Poſterity, and were to be committed for many Ages to their 


ſole Keeping. Nor indeed is it agreeable to Scripture-hiſtory, 


which clearly ſhews that Shem's Bleſſing was the beſt ; and in 
this all the Commentators are agreed. But the Queſtion is, How 
does this appear from theſe Words? Theſe two Lines are fo far 
from ſhewing Shem's Bleſſing to have been the beſtz-that they 
ſcarcely cohere together; nor yet in Hebrew does the latter Line 
make Metre with the former. From hence then we may con- 
clude that the latter Line, Aud Canaan ſhall be his, or more pro- 
perly, their Servant, does not belong to this Place; and we may 
do this the more ſafely, becauſe being repeated again in Japhet's 
Bleſſing, it is unneceſſary here. | SHE 
But if this Line does not belong to this Place, it may be aſked, 
What Line does? To this Queſtion we muſt have wanted an 
Anſwer, probably for ever, had it not been for the Diſcovery of 
the Hebrew Metre. But this ſteps in to our Aid; and as it affords 
us a ſatisfactory Anſwer, fo in its Turn it receives from hence a 
freſh Confirmation of its Truth and Importance. If then we ap- 
ply the Metre to theſe two Prophecies, we ſhall find a Line, Aud 
be ſhall dwell in the Tents of Shem, which, as it ſtands at preſent 
in the Bleſſing of Japhet, ſpoils the Verſification and embarraſſes 
the Senſe ; but which, when reſtored to the Bleſſing of Shem, will 
not only cohere and make Metre with the former Line of it, but 
will likewiſe make the Senſe compleat and the Bleſſing compleat. 
When this is reſtored, the Prophecy concerning Shem will 


run thus, 
Bleſſed be Jehovah the God of Sbem; 
For he fhall dwell among the Tents of Shem 
He ſhall make his Glory to deſcend from Heaven, and take up 
its Abode among the Tents of Shem. From the Verb. ſacan ren- 
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dered here, He ſball diwell, is derived the Word miſcan, ſignifying 
the Tabernacle, and alſo the Word ſecinah, by which the Jews ex- 

reſſed the divine Glory, dwelling between the Cherubim in the 
Fabernacle. The holy Spirit therefore in directing Noah to uſe 
this Verb, intimated by it, that Jehovah would erect his Taber- 
nacle a the Tents of Shem, where his Glory ſhould reſide 
in the midſt of them. And ſo theſe Words are interpreted by a 
late judicious Writer on this Prophecy, as well as by the Chaldee 
of Onkelos. If then we allow this Line to be tranſpoſed hither, : 
and follow: this Interpretation, the Singularity of Expreſſion in 
the Prophecy concerning Shem will immediately vaniſh, and the 


utmoſt Propriety ariſe. Shem's Bleſſing will then evidently. ap- 


inſtead of bleſſing Shem, ſhould break out into this Rapture of 
Adoration and Praiſe, Bleſſed be Fehovab, the God of Shem ! For 
was it not worthy of the higheſt Exaltation and Praiſe to haves 
Jehovah dwell amon the Tents of Shem ? It would have been 
a Bleſſing worthy of the Patriarch's Praiſe, that one part of 
his Family ſhould retain the Worſhip of Jehovah, while the 
* other two would reject it, and live as it were without God in 
the World. It would have been a Bleſſing ſtill more worthy of 
y his Praiſe, that Jehovah would vouchſafe to take the Deſcendants 
Pg of Shem under his Guidance and Protection. But that, more 
: than this, he ſhould ſtoop ſo low as to come down on Earth, 
d, and take up his Dwelling among the humble Tents of Shem. 
an This was a Bleſſing, as far beyond Conception, as beyond 
of Deſert: A Bleſſing, for which Noah might have put forth all 
ds his Strength in praiſing the Lord, and would yet have fallen 
ſhort. Into what a Strain of Admiration and Amazement did 
the wiſeſt of the Sons of Shem break out on this Occaſion : But 
will God in very deed dwell with Men on Earth? Behold, Heaven, 
and the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain thee; how much leſs this. 
Houſe which I have built? (2 Chron vi. 18.) It was a Blefling 
ſo far beyond compare, that Solomon could not tell how to ex- 
preſs his Acknowledgements for it. He glorified the Lord, and 
exalted him as far as he could, but this Condeſcenſion of the 
Lord far exceeded. In ſhort, it was, according to Moſes' Appeal 
to the Iſraelites, a Condeſcenſion unheard of, an Honour unri- 
valled ; What Nation is there ſo great, which hath their gods ſo 
nigh unto them, as Jebovab our God is, in all that we call upon | 
up bim for? (Deut. iv. 7.) 
* The Bleſſing conferred on Shem was properly ſpiritual; and 
. | . though 
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though conciſely expreſſed, yet when fully explained is of large 
Import, implying nothing leſs than what is expreſſed by St. Paul, 
when he broke out into a Rapture of Praiſe not unlike to this 
of Noah: Bleſſed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath bleſſed us with every ſpiritual Bleſſing in heavenly Things 
through Chriſt! (Eph. i. 3.) For if Jehovah condeſcended to 
dwell among a People, he could not but take that People under 
his ſpecial Care and Protection; if he vouchſafed to be their 
God, then to compleat the Relation, they muſt be his People. 
And thus it is that God himſelf explains his Dwelling among the 
Sons of Shem by Moſes. I will ſet my Tabernacle among you; 
and my Soul not abhor you. And I will walk among you, 
and will be your God, and ye ſhall be my People. (Lev. xxvi. 11, 12. 


Revel. xxi. 3.) Nay further, if Jehovah's dwelling among a Peo- 


\ 


ple implies his being their God, it muſt likewiſe imply his per- 
laps; bag Promiſe of Salvation to them, in whatever Way it 
was to be accompliſhed ; if by way of 2 Interpoſition, it 


then implies his becoming their Emmanue 


But what was 1 the Meaning of this Prophecy, will 
appear more plainly from the Completion of it, which is the next 
Thing to be enquired into. | 

Who were the Deſcendants of Shem, the ſacred Hiſtorian has 
taken Care to inform us, Unto Shem, the Brother of Japbet the 
Elder, were Children born. The ſame alſo was the Father of the 
Children of Heber, i. e. of the Hebrews. Gen. x. 21. It is among 
this People therefore that we are to look for the Completion of 
this Prophecy. And if we conſult their Annals, we ſhall find, 
firſt, that Jehovah was ſtiled by Noah the God of Shem with the 
greateſt Propriety: and, ſecondly, that it was among this People 
that he dwelt or pitched his Tabernacle. 

In the firſt-place, Jehovah was ſtiled with the greateſt Pro- 
priety the God of Shem, becauſe He it was that preſerved the 
Deſcendants of Shem in his Worſhip, while the Deſcendants of 
Ham and Jaber ſoon forgot the God of their Father, and choſe 
to themſelves other gods. And when at length his Worſhip 
began to be neglected among the Deſcendants of Shem, He it 
was that called Abraham, one of theſe Deſcendants in the Line 
of Heber, from his Country and from his Father's Houſe, to 
eſtabliſh with him his Covenant, that he would be a God to him 
and to his Seed after him. | 

In the next place, the Annals of the Hebrews inform us, that 
it was among them that Jehovah took up his ſtated Nee in 
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a Tent or Tabernacle. As ſoon as the Seed of Abraham became 
numerous enough to be a People, then it was that Jehovah ma- 
nifeſted himſelf unto them, as the God:of the Hebrews ; and to 


give them the moſt convincing Proof that he was not forgetful of 


His Covenant with their Fathers, he appeared perſonally, as it 


were, among them, in a Pillar of a cloud by Day and of Fire by 


Night, to redeem them from a hard Bondage ; after which he 


entered into a particular Covenant with, them, and took them for 
his People, in preference to every Nation under Heaven. Upon 
this he gave Orders for a Tent to be pitched among them like 
unto theirs, where he dwelt in a viſible Glory. He dwelt, I ſay, 
in a Tent like theirs : For the Tabernacle was, like their Tents, 
a moveable Dwelling, to be taken down and ſet up at pleaſure. 


It had like theirs, its Utenſils, its Candleſtick or Lamp for Light, 


its Table for Bread, and its Table for Perfumes, or in other Words, 
its Altar for Incenſe : and it had like theirs too, its Miniſters to 
attend on it. In ſhort, it differed in nothing from their Tents, 
but in the richneſs of its Materials, in the magnificence of its 
Structure, in the Sumptuouſneſs of its Furniture, and in a Dedi- 
cation to God's Service. Here it was that Jehovah who was the 
King as well as God of Iſrael, met with his People, from whence 
it was called the Tabernacle of the Congregation. Here it was 
that the Nation, when ſettled in the ld of Canaan, aſſembled 
three times in a Year with offerings and Preſents in their Hands, 
to pay him their Homage; agreeably to the Cuſtom which al- 
ways prevailed in the Eaſt, that when they approached their Su- 
periors, they ſnould never appear before them empty. Here it 
was that they eat of his Sacrifices and were partakers of his 
Table. Here they conſulted him in their Difficulties, and invoked 
him in their Diſtreſſes. And from hence he ſhone forth in perfect 
—_— graciouſly anſwering their Petitions and ſhewing himſelf 
a preſent Help in time of Trouble. Thus was this Prophecy of 
Noah, that 7ebovab ſhould dwell among the Tents of Shem, fulfil- 
led, when he took up his abode in his Tabernacle among the 
Hebrews who deſcended from Him. 

But ſtill, this Event was not the whole that was intended by 


this Prophecy. Nothing is more certain, than that the holy Spi- 


rit oftentimes directs the Prophet to uſe ſuch Words as include 
more Events than one. And if we carefully compare ſpiritual 
Things with ſpiritual, we ſhall find this to have been the Caſe in 
the Prophecy before us. The Apoſtle St. John, when ſpeaking 
of the Meſſiah's taking up his Abode here on Earth, is directed 
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by the Spirit to uſe the Greek Verb ozmurw to expreſs it, which 
is evidently derived from the Hebrew Word /acan here uſed b 
Noah, and exactly ſignifies the ſame. The Word, ſays the 
Apoſtle, was made Fleſb, and dwelt, or rather, tabernacled 
among us, and we bebeld his Glory (manifeſtly alluding to the 
Glory which reſided between the Cherubim) ſuch a Glory as be- 
came the only-begotten of the Father. (John i. 14.) From the 
Apoſtle's uſing this Greek Verb and his alluſion to the Glory in 
the Tabernacle, we may conclude that the holy Spirit, who in- 
ſpired the Apoſtle as well as the Prophet, referred to the Pro- 
phecy of Noah, intimating that this Event of the Meſſiah's ta- 
Bernacling among the Sons of Shem in the Human Nature, was 
included in that Prophecy, as well as his dwelling among the 
Tents of Shem in a viſible Glory in the Tabernacle. Thus it ap- 
pears that Noah in theſe Words propheſied of the Meſſiah, in 
whom was to dwell all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. 
If all the Nations of the Earth were to be bleſſed in Abraham 
according to ihe divine Covenant, they were firſt blefſed in Shem 
according to the divine Purpoſe. The Iſraelites were the Children 
of Shem as well as of Abraham; and in the former Relation, 
as well as in the latter, they were the People to whom pertained 
the Adoption, and the Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving of 
the Law, and the Service f God, and the Promiſes , whoſe were 
the Fathers, and from whom, according to the Fleſh, Chriſt de- 
ſeended, who is over all God bleſſed for ever. (Rom. ix. 4, 5.) And 
hence it is that the Son of Syrach celebrates Shem along with 
Seth: becauſe as the Bleſſing of true Religion and of the pro- 
miſed Seed was conveyed down from Adam in the * Line of 
Seth, ſo was it conveyed down from Noah in the Line of Shem. 


Shem 


* As after the flood, mankind was divided into three families, thoſe 
of Shem, Ham, and Japhet ; fo before it, they were divided into two, 
thoſe of Seth, and Cain. The Sethites adhered to the worſhip of the 
true God, were called the ſons of God as early as the birth of Enos, 
(Gen. iv. 26. vi. 2.) and maintained their fidelity to him inviolably, till 
they mixed in marriage with the family of Cain. The Cainites from 
the firſt caſt off the fear of God after the example of their father, com- 
menced ſons of violence, and, in contradiſtinction to the Sethites, were 
called the ſons of men. Moſes has recorded (Gen. iv. 23, 24.) a ſpeech 
of one of theſe ſons of violence to his wives, which has long exerciſed 
the wits and pens of the learned. The moſt plauſible account of it, and 
that which is generally acquieſced in, is Dr. Shuckford's. But this will 
by no means ſtand the teſt of a critical examination. The ſpeech is 
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Shem and Seth were held in great Honour among Men; 


Aud. fo was Adam above every living Thing in the Creation. 


( Ecclus. xlix. 16.) 
confeſſedly poetical, and the moſt ancient piece of poetry no extant in 
the world. As the application of Bp. Hare's metre has ſet the prophecy 
of Noah in a ſtrong and ſtriking light, the Reader I hope, will pardon 
the digreſſion, while by the help of it I attempt to recover the true 
meaning of this ſpeech. Had the occaſion of it been recorded, it would 
naturally have led us into the meaning. Let us ſe:, whether we can- 


not, by the help of the metre and the rules of the language, fix the 


meaning of it upon ſuch 4 ſolid foundation, as may even lead us into 
e 200. Jo It appears then by the application of the metre, that the 


can this more probably be than the particle im, , which is ſo neceſl; 

to the ſenſe, that tranſlators are obliged to render the firſt particle of 

this period i, although it is very far from being its uſual ſignification. 
e then being ſupplied after the firſt particle ci, it appears 

by the rules of the language that the meaning of Lamech's ſpeech 


Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; 
Ye wives of Lamech, give ear to my ſpeech, 


I have indeed ſlain a man for my wound, {ace 
Even a young man for my hurt. 
But if Cain ſhall be avenged ſeven-fold, 

« Surely Lamech ſeventy times ſeven. 


Lamech acknowledges that he had killed a man. But then he avers, it 


was in his own defence, and argues thus upon it: If Cain's death, who 


murdered his brother for no offence, ſhall, as God aſſured him, (Gen. 
iv. 5.) be avenged ſeven-fold ; ſurely Lamech's death, who flew-an ag- 
greſſor in ſelf-defence, ſhall be avenged 8 times ſeven, Lamech's 
wives had the ſame apprehenſions for their huſband upon this occaſion, 
which Cain had for himſelf when he murdered his brother, namely, 
that every one who met him would kill him, or at leaſt, that the rela- 
tions of the man whom he had ſlain would avenge his death. Cain had 


a ſign given from Heaven (Gen, iv. 15.) to gut his fears. To quiet 
2 


his wives, Lamech was forced to have recourſe to an argument founded 
upon that fact. To quiet the apprehenſions of his wives then muſt 
have been the occaſion of this famous ſpeech. Dr. Shuckford agrees with 
me in this : but then he will not allow, that Lamech acknowledges, 
he had killed a man. He reads the middle period interrogatively, and 
by this means reduces it to a negative propoſition. I have not Filled a 
man that I ſbould be wounded, nor a young man that I ſhnuld be hurt. How? 
Not killed a man? What neceſſity then for t- is eclairciſement ? or what 
occaſion for the ſpeech ? Why, he tells us that the Cainites had lived a 
long time in fear of the Sethites, leſt they ſhould avenge on them the 
death of Abel; and that Lamecb, in order to convince his wives of the 
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Having now conſidered the Bleſſing of the younger Brother, 
I proceed next to that of the elder. And firſt for the Meaning 
of the Words; | ; 


Cod ſpall enlarge Faphet, 
Aud be ſhall dwell in the Tents of Shem, 
And Canaan ſhall be his Servant. 


As to the ſecond of theſe Lines, And be ſhall dwell in the Tents | 
of Shem, 1 have already ſhewn, that it does not belong to this 
Bleſſing which is compleat without it, but to the foregoing, in 


treating on which I have explained the Meaning and Completion 
of it at large. 


The next Words then to be explained are theſe ; God 
ſhall enlarge Japhet. The Bleſſings of the Patriarchs were 
not only delivered in Metre for the Eaſe of the Memory, but 
many of them for the ſame purpoſe contained an Alluſion to the 
Name of the Perſon bleſſed. Thus the Name of Japhet ſignify- 


ing Enlargement, his Father propheſied concerning him, that his 
Habitation ſhould be, what his Name ſignified, /arge. God 
ſhall enlarge Japhet, i.e. ſhall give him a large and extenſive Tract 
of Country to inhabit : Which likewiſe implied that his Poſterity - 


unreaſonableneſs of theſe fears, argued with them thus: Why ſhould 
we make our lives uneaſy with thoſe groundleſs ſuſpicions ? We have 
not killed a man, nor offered any injury to our brethren of the other 
family. Cain indeed, our anceſtor, killed Abel ; but God was pleaſed 
ſo far to forgive his fin, as to threaten to take ſeven-fold vengeance on 
any one that ſhould kill him: if ſo, ſurely they muſt expect a much 
greater puniſhment who ſhall preſume to kill any of us: if Cain ſhall 
be avenged ſeven-fold, ſurely Lamech, or any of his innocent family, 
ſeventy and ſeven-fold.” All this is very plauſible : But from whence 
had the learned man this hiſtory ?. Not from his Bible : for Moſes tells 
us, that the Cainites were the ſons of violence, and that the Sethites 
were the ſons of God. Now is it probable that the ſons of violence ſhould 
have lived at all in fear of their lives from the ſons of God? much leſs 
for a long time, that is, from the death of Abel to the time of Lamech 
which was five generations. If the Sethites had not avenged the death 
of Abel before this time, it is utterly incredible that they ever deſigned 
it. Beſides, how came it to paſs that in this general fear of the Cainites, 
the wives of Lamech in particular ſhould be under ſuch apprehenſions 
for their huſband as to need this conſolatory ſpeech, if he had 79: killed 


a man, nor offered any hoſtilities to provoke the Sethites to ſingle him 
out for their vengeance ? | - 


ſhould 
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ſhould be numerous for what Bleſſing would a large Tract of 
Country be, unleſs Japhet ſhould have Deſcendants enough to 
e it? | | © IP 
This being the Meaning of the Bleſſing, we need only to 
point out the Tract of Country, which was overſſ by Ja- 


phet's Poſterity, to ſhew, ſecondly, the exact Completion of it. 


An Opinion has prevailed, that every one at the Diſperſion of 
Mankind tranſported himſelf into what part of the World he 


pleaſed. But it is nevertheleſs certain, that in this particular they 


were not ſo much under their own, as under the divine Direction. 
God, who made of one Blood the whole human Race, to people 
all the Face of the Earth, marked out the Times fore-allotted 
to each, and the Boundaries of their Habitations. (Acts xvii. 26.) 
And upon Enquiry we ſhall find, that the three Sons of Noah 
and their Deſcendants fettled in three diſtin& Parts of the World, 
and had Boundaries ſet to their reſpective Habitations. The Sons 
of Shem did not go out of Aſia, The Sons of Ham peopled 
Africa and the parts of Aſia adjacent. And the Sons of Japhet 
oyerſpread Europe and all the northern parts of Aſia bordering 
upon it. So extenſive was the Habitation of Japhet, as to be 
limitted on each Side only by the Eaſtern and Weſtern Extre- 
mities of the then known World. For beginning from the Ter- 
ritories where the Sons of Japhet firſt ſettled in Aſia Minor, it 


ftretched along through all Europe to the Weſtern Ocean and its 


Iſles on one Side; and on the other, it extended through all 
thoſe Countries that lye North of the Caſpian Sea, as far as the 
Eaſtern Ocean: And even China the moſt populous Country on 
that Ocean has not long ago been conquered by the Deſcendants 
of Japhet : To ſay nothing of the New World, which was pro- 
bably peopled from his Territories. And would we know how 
numerous the Poſterity of Japhet has been, we need only conſult 
the Hiſtorians to be informed, chat, extenſſve as Nerd erritories 
are, they have been obliged time after time to ſend out whole Le- 
gions of them, to ſeek new Habitations. 

I ſhould laſtly explain, And Canaan ſhall be his Servant. But 
as the Hebrew Words more properly ſignify, And Canaan fball 
be their Servant, i. e. the Servant both of Shem and Japhet, they 
have been already explained under the firſt Head of this Diſ- 
courſe ; where it has been ſhewn, that the Canaanites have been 
enſlaved by the Deſcendants of both in their Turns. All that is 
needful to be added on this Head is, that as the ſpiritual put 
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of Shem's Bleſſing was contained in theſe Words, God ſhall dwell 
among the Tents if Shem ; ſo the temporal part of his Bleſſing is 
contained in theſe, And Canaan ſball be their Servant. Under which 
is conveyed the Promiſe of the Conqueſt of Canaan for the In- 
heritance of the Iſraelites, deſcended from him in the Line of 
Heber ; which Promiſe has been punctually accompliſhed. 


Upon the whole it appears highly probable that the Prophecy 
of Noah ſtood originally thus, oh _p 
Noah ſaid, | 
Curſed be Ham the Father of Canaan ! 
He ſhall be a Servant of Servants to his Brethren. 
And be ſaid, 5 5 
Bleſſed be Jehovah the God of Sbem! 
For be ſhall dwell among the Tents of Shem, © 


God ſhall give Japbet a large Inheritance ; 
And Canaan ſpall be their Servant. 


The Text being thus reſtored, the Senſe of each part of the 
Prophecy is diſtinct, natural, and obvious to the meaneſt Capa- 


city. But as the Text ſtands at preſent, whether we approve of 


the common Verſion, or render it conformably to the learned 
Dr. Kennicott and Nic, Fuller, 
And be ſaid, TX 
Curſed be Canaan , 
Servant of Servants ſhall he be unto his Brethren. 
And be ſaid, | 
Bleſſed of Jebovab, my God, be Shem ; 
And Canaan ſhall be his Servant. 


God ſhall enlarge Faphet ; . 
But be ſhall dwell in the Tents of Sbem; 
And Canaan ſhall be his Servant : 


the Senſe is perplexed, and the two latter Prophecies blended to- 
gether, and ſcarce intelligible to the learned. 


And now having been very large in explaining the Meaning 
and Completion of the ſeveral parts of this Prophecy, the Re- 


flections I ſhall make on each ſhall be very ſhort. 


On the firſt part, I ſhall only remark, that the Curſe 
pronounced on Ham the Father of Canaan, manifeſted God's 
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Interpoſition in human Affairs, and his righteous Diſpleaſure 


againſt Sin, eſpecially againſt that of Undutifulneſs to Parents. 

Concerning the ſecond, I obſerve, that the Bleſſing of Shem 
opened to them a diſtant View of God's two Diſpenſations, one 
towards a ſingle People, the other towards the whole human 
Race, which are now called the Jewiſh and Chriſtian.  _©. 

As to the third part of the Prophecy concerning Japhet, it 
points out to us God's Interpoſition in ſettling the People of the 
Earth, giving to one People ſmaller Territories, and to another 
larger, according to his Sovereign Pleaſure. 5 

And from the whole Prophecy it appears, that known unto 
God are all his Works and Diſpenſations from the Beginning, and 
that the Government of the moral World is as much in his 


Hands, and is carried on by as regular a Plan, as that of the 
natural. 8 


THE END. 
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